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THE revolution of I74i placed Elizabeth, 
daughter of Peter the Great, on the throne 
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of Ruffia. In the following year the emprefa 
nominated Charles Peter Ulric, fan of Charles 
Frederic duke of Holftein Gpttprp, by Anne, her 
fifter, fucceiTor to the crown. Having embraced 
the Greek religion, he waet appointed. great-duke 
of Ruffia, with the accuftDmed f|)irnialities, and 
aflumed the name of .^eter I^eo^orovitch. In 
1746 he efpoufed Soplii^^a^g^ufta, daughter of 
Chriftian AugufluSjl piioce of Anhalt Zerbft, 
whbj being re-baptized according to the rites 
of the Greek church, was " called Cathp^rine 
Alexiefna. She was botn'^itr 1729, and was 
fixteen years of aqre a* the ^me of her marri- 
age* Their only iffue were the great-duke Pau^ 
hoxxi 1754; wd AsnCy who was born in. 1737, 
and died in 17^1. 

Purlng the 6rfl years of their marxiage thcf 
inoft perfea union fubfifted between them, which 
was at length fucceeded by mutual avdffion and 
difguft. Peter, whofe miM wks wai|)M by a 
bad education, and who was purpofely eftranged 
from political affairs, was held by Elizabeth in 

 Catharine was born at Stettin, where her father, who w«is in the 
Pruflian fervice, reiided as governor, and was educated with great 
attention under the care of her mother, wha was daughter of Chrif- 
tian Auguftus^ prince bifliopof Lubeck. A lady who knew her 
before her marriage, defcribed her to me as extremely beautiful, 
accomplilhed, and amiable, and added, that (he expreffed great re- 
pugnance to go into^R^lTia j (lie even ^burft into tears, and declared 
that (lie would rather man7 a count in Germany than the great* 

: . a ftatd 
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SL &ate ^ di^ndeiice: a prey ;ta idlenefs, and 
without the power of amufing himfelf with ra-» 
tio|ial crecup&tiois of UteratUFe; he devoted him- 
felf to the moft? trifling purfuit$, or to the lawfeft 
gratili'dations* He was perpetilaHy befet with 
ipies, who made unfavourable reports of his con- 
du6l;tothe empreft, ever fufpicious of Ws in» 
tenttons^ and conftantly alarmed with the dread 
«f a revolution fimilar to that which had placed 
her upon the throne * . At •PeJteriburgh he 
had apartmenfU in the imperial palace, and 
lived more id the flyle of a ftate prifoner, 
thap of a liiGceffor to the crown. When the 
anprefs removed to Peterhof, he refided at his 
favourite palace of Oranienbauril; where he 
iimufed himfelf in training hi» fervants to mi-^ 
litary exercifes. The emprefs, confidering this 
employment as likely to draw his attention 
from political intrigues, ordered a.:corps of fol» 
di^s to be draughted from feverai regiments^ 

r 

I 

* Tbe horrora of fBiAd which Mmht^k fuffiBred from ^ppft*, 
liendons of this kind are ic^cety (o be credited. Had I not re* 
ceived the fo^lgirii^ anecdote from th^ beft authori^ I fi>ould not 
iniert it. Befides ponftant watches jMid guards about her apart** 
mentf a peribn* wj^o was origioally a ^aylor^ and in whom (he re* 
^(edjht moft ffirhiSt confidences uf»aily remained at the foot 
of her bed while (he was afleep^ He occupied this extraordinary 
ff)ft . two-and-twenty years, and at her death waf gratifi^^ with a 

J?PJ3iion, 



.iT, RA T 5 Il'Si liK R U S.S'I A. 



>, 5- 



and to be qiiaatercd at Dranienbauin'tMidet hU 
command. i /: • . !." J v 

- Peter, ardent in.purfuit of his ne^ occupar 
tion, formed in the gaWen'a fortrefs iri::miiiian 
ture, a few feet fquare, fromii^^hich he ftudied 
pra6lical fortification. Pleafejl -with this firfb 
effay, he caufed a larger and more regular for-; 
trel^ to, be' Conftru(3ed nea,r t^e palace: .withiiv 
vas a brick buildings called the goy^txtofl^ 
houft, wooden -habitations for. Jhe^ principal of-v 
iicers, and bartacks oapable of co»tainija^J50(X 
fokU^rs. Every Jhi^g ^ wore , a ; mirt-ial appear-' 
anice* : the hotvrs of morndng and evening pa-: 
rade wei:e marked by the firipg :of cannon, a re-> 
gular guard was ftationed, tjje troops were dref-: 
feci in the 'German uniform,, anid taught, unde^r. 



• It is fingulac tp obferve the conformity in .the manners, fi^re, 
aiid purfuits of the emperor Peter and his fdri'Pauf. The lively 
portrait which- lUilhie*« drew** of Peter, equally refembled PaUt.- 
•* Unejqrte die inftme .ihilit^re fe ^pmdsdt -fur toute fa vies |a- 
figure naturellement ridicule, le devenait beaucqup plus fons un 
habilleraent cu 11 avait outre la maniere pruflienne. Les guetres 
qvCW pbrtait toujoufs ctoient ir feri-ees qu'elles lui otaicnt le mouve- 
ment des genouxy et- I'obligeaient a s'aifeoir et a marcher tout* 
d*un€ piece. Un vafte chapeau bizarremcnt retroufle, couvrant un 
-petit vifage laid et malin, d^e phyfiognomie aflez vive; il fe plai- 
fait a fe deiigurer encore par de perpetuelles grimace?, dont il s'etaif ' 
fait un amufement. Son efprit nVtait cependant fans quelque vi- > 
vacite, et on reconnaifaiten lui un talent aflez marque pour la bouf- 
fonnerie.'* Rulhitfre Anecdotes lur la RevolutioTx de jRuffie^ 
p. l8, 19. • • 

^ his 
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his dkeftion, tHe Pruffiaii c:^^tctfe. This houfe 
in the fortrefo tvas th€ f rincJpal fc^^ie of his con- 
vivial entertainp[ients ; there, when not employed 
' in exercifing his trqops, or iffuing military or- 
-ders, he paffed his time in drinking and fmoking 
M ith the officers, and generally pulhed the 
pleafures of thp table to an excefs of intoxica- 
tion- 
« 

Impatient of conftraint, he occafionally broke 
into open and bitter inveftives againft the em- 
prefs.; he often declared that }\e whs called into 
Ruffia to be confined like a ftate prifoner, fre- 
quently expreffed a defire to return into Hol- 
ftein, and founded his only hopes of cOHifopt on 
the death of Elizabeth. Thefe cx^reffions, al- , 

ways carried to the emprefe, and either wantonly 
exaggerated, or malignantly iijteipretj^xl, made 
Juch an impreffion on that princef^, jthat fhe was 
nearly induced, by the chancellor Beftuchef, to 
exclude- him from the fucceffion, and. declare 
Paul lier heir, and Catharine regent, in cafe of a 
ininority. Beftuchef reprefented to the cmprefs, 
that Peter had proyed himfelf unworthy of the 
4:rpwn, by openly expreffing contempt for the 
Ruffians, and p^tacing his M'hole confidence in 
foreigners ; that he was guilty of the^ bafeft in- 
gratitude to her, a,nd that flie A\^ould confer a 
"lignal fervice on her fubjecfts, by excluding ^, 
^erfopi {o difquulified for direftiug the reins of 
• ' 3 3 empire, / 
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^mpite* Elizabeth, won by thefe afguitneBts, 
tod alartned with the appreheniions of a cotifpi- 
facy faid to be forming againil her perlbn, al-' 
moft cpnfented to the propofal; but, on delibe- 
rate reff^ftion, perfevered in heir' former appoint* 
ment of Peter, and Beftuchef*wa8 dilgiiced« 

Such 



•^. 



^* Of all tkti princlsfttl ndblai 6iCgnieedhf £Uzabah, Beftuchef 
ilone Was not recalled to court by' Peter; a ftrong pfroof 6f his in- 
trigues againft that prinee, who^ vi^ith all his weakriefs^ was of a 
tempcfr exceedingly humane and forgiving. He was recalled at thd * 
.acceffion of Catliarine. 

It appears from fofhe of Mr. i&fth^s dif|^tcb£stal/>rd Holder-^^, 
neflTe, that Seftuchef was difgraced by the intrigues of the French 
^arty, and that he was fufpefted of cabalHng in favour of the' 
^reat-duchefs. TwO extra^s froitt the& difpatches will ferve to 
ihew her melancholy iittiation, and the prevalence of thpfe fufpi-* 
cions. 

^ Tht ']k)br grand-duchefs is fHU in diih-eis ; but it h thought a 
teconciliation^ an apparent one at leafl> ^ill ibdn be brought about' 
between theemprefs and her; and as a forerunner of it, count Petet 
SchuWallow sUTared iier the Other day, from her MajtAy, that no- 
thing ikyert fhould happen to &ny of the prifoners. I believe this 
is true, as t know, by another channel, that the emprefs does not 
intend to cbnfifcat^ the chdncfellor*s eftate, and it is even iaid# 
that her majefty is Uheaiy about what has already happened to 
liim, as nothing of confequence has yet appeared againft him, 

'< Count Poniatowiki is involved in the late intrigues, and it ii 
thoii^ht he will not remain long at this court. 

« Peteriburgh, March 19/50, 1758. Private and§ecret.'* 

^ Aft ta the greal*duchefs, (he has been all along in great di^efs s 

ill with the emprefs, and ftill wprfe with the grand-duke^ (he re-^ 

ceived the other day a very fenfible mortification ; one of her fa-* 

Vourite bed-chamber women haVitfg been taken fi^m her^ and put 



Such ^ai» the fitu^lioix of thi^ co^rt, when EU^a* 
beth ^ied.on tt^p fMhof D^ceinbe? 1761. 

Peter Rffumed the reigi^ pf government, m^ 
all the joy pf a perfon enlarged from a long conr 
finement ; h^ relpafed the principal fiatc prifon- 
er^j, pc^rtiw^riy BwPm 4uk« pf C9urland, mar* 

under arreH:. This, as I hcar» occaiioned an intwiew between the 
emprefs and the diichefs about fbnr days ago, in which^ after fbtne 
iharp reproofs on one 6die, and warm expo(hilatioot on the Qtlier, 
her Imperial highnei^ ffH at die emprefs't feety and told her that 
fince flie had been (6 unfortunate as to incur hcr nuijefty*s difplea* 
fure, though innocently, and had thereby drawii upon hedelf ib 
many, andfuch ienfiblemoftifications, as, joined to family quarreltp 
made her lifp a burthen to her, ihe had but 0|ie fevour to aik her» 
namely, that her majefty would allow her to retire out of RuiCa^ 
and to pafs the reft of her time with her mother, afluring the em- 
prefs, at the fsmt time, {hat if her majefty (hould think it for the 
intereft of her empin^ that die great-duke (hould take anoth^ 
wife, neither ihe nor any of her family would make the (malleft Ob- 
je^ion to it. The emprefs, they lay, was gjrcatly affefted with tbii 
difcourfe, and talked with much more foftoefs than before to the 
grand-ducbefs, enteiing into feveral particulars with a grea.ter air qf 
kindnefs than fht h^d done for a long while paftt and when in the 
converiation her Imperial highne(s was beginning to touch upon 
fome things relating to the gfand*duke*s unkiadneft, (who waa 
|)re{ent all the while} the empreia mad^^her » Bp^ tp ho)4 hct 
tongue, and in a low voice told her, that ihe muft have another con* 
verfation with her abne, and that it Ihould be veryfoou. ft waa 
thought Wednefday laft was the dny ap^inted for it, as her ma* 
jelly, whofe heart is at bottom both good and tender, was to take 
the ikcrament the next day. 1$, isboped a reconciliation may harfT 
}>een the confequence of that meeting 5 aud certainly the gcnendity 
of people yviih it very ilncerely, the great-duchefs having msmy 
ftkndi amougft thofe oF the firft rank. 

« St. Petefiburgh, April7/»«# 1758. Secret/' 

B 4 dial 
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ihal Munich * , and Leftof f , and in all ftate 
affairs cbndu6ied himfelf on political princi- 

(■ - «... 

■^j^les diametrically oppofite to thofe of the late 
cmprefs. , 

: Elizabeth/ at the' time of her deceafc?, was, in 
TOnjun^Hon with the courtsof Vienna and Paris, 
engagfed in a war with the king of Pruflia, which 
promifed a fp^edy and glorious termination. 
The refources of Frederick wtte nearly exhauft- 
cd ; and, notwithftanding his vigorous and-fucf* 
celsful oppofition, he feemed on the point of be- 
ing overwhelmed by the number and perfever- 
ance of his enemies* But Peter no fooner af*. 
cended the throne, than, facrificing every other 
confideration to his extravagant ^nthufiafm for 
the charafter of -the PrulTian monarch, he dif* 
patched an envoy to Berlin, to propofe aii im- 
mediate reconciliation, to which Frederick ac- 
ceded, and a fufpenfion of hoftilities was foon 
concluded. Peter recalled his troops from the 
I Aulirian army, and in a fliort interval fent a re- 
inforcement of 20,000 men to his favourite hero* 
Thus, within the fpace only of a few months, 

 For an account of Blton, fee book v. c. ix« ahd ofmarlhal 
JSlunich the next chapter. 

f- Leftof was a furgeon ; by birth a German : he ^as a partifan , 
of Elizsrfjeth, and aflifted her in planning the revohltion of 1742. 
But that ungrateful^ princefs forgot this favour; and, becaufe Lef^ 
tof became haughty and impert^inent, banifhed and detained him Ih 
fnTon until (he died* 

Ruffian 
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-Ktiililin forces joined the Prufliisin army, in order 
-to- drive iVom Silefia thofevery AuftVians who 
•hatd been 'brought into that proTince by the 
Ruliian arms. ' • 

Having gratified his inclination without con- 
•fulting his allies, or the honour of his emphe, he 
aime^ at recovering his paternal inheritarice^the 
duchy of Skfvick ; and did not hefitate to in- 
volve his fiibjefts in an expenfive war with D6n*- 
mark, on account of claims confidered by many 
as ^ill-founded and chimerical. Peter, as duke 
of Holftein, formed pretenfions to that duchy, 
although ceded by a treaty in 173^: and at the 
concluijion of the peace with the king of Prulfia, 
ordered an anny to march into HoUlein, which 
hepurpofed to command in perfon. 

With refpeft to the- interior adminiftration of 
affairs, the emperor turned his attention to re* 
form, his kingdom ; and envy nmft allow, that^ 
notwithftanding his precipitancy and impru* 
dence, Ruffia dates feveral ufeful alterations from 
his Ihort reign. Peter annulled the fecret coun^ 
cil or inquifition * of ftatc; aboliftied many op-^ 

preflivc 

* This ftate inquifition was lAVented by Alcx«y Michael« 
ovitcli : it confilted q£ a fecret committee of confidentidl perfons, 
appointed to judge criminals Aifpeft^d of high treafon. Perfonf 

• 

of all ranks antl fexes were liable to be arrelled iipon the fltgbtcit 
/ulpicions, and tortured in Iflie moft dreadful manhcr. There was 

« catch* 
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prdTive prerogatives, formed a plan for corre^*^ 
ing the abufes in the coUrts of judicatiir^, a©fl 
for introducing a lefs corrupt fyftcm of jurii\)^ 
dence. ^ He freed the nobles from their obligJt^ 
tion of ferving in the army, and permitted tliem 
to travel into foreign coutitries, which before d^* 
peiided on the arbitrary will of the fovereigni 

During the firft fix weeks of his reign, Peter 
propofed fo many beneficial regulations, and 
made fo many judicious refleflions, that thofe 
who had formed a mean idea of his capacity, 
conceived themfelves miftaken; and imagined, 
that, during the reign of Elizabeth, he had, from 
motives of policy, affefted a deficiency of undei> 
ilanding. His fubfequent condu6l, however, 
fully proved, that he was fl:ill tlie fame weak and 
imprudent prince ; that he could only adopt the 
fchemes fuggefted by others, but did not poffeft 
abHities fufficient to carry them into execution ; 
"that he hstd all the rage of reformation, without 
the judgment neceffary to a reformer. Thefe far 
lutary regulations were accompanied with othei-s 
that were trifling, fome that were detrimental 
and feveral, which, although in themfelves ufe- 
ful, yet being contrary to the cuftoms and genius 

a catch-word — Slovo .i dclo, " V^ord* and deeds j** which, if any 
one only pronounced againft another, was fuHicient caufe for his 
)>eing immediately apprehend^xij and kxA to the fecttt conunittee. 

of 
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of h» ^c wer. iyn,aeaAy pofM in *e 

commencement of liis reign. 

He irritated the clergy by f^cularizing the 
efiates of the monaileries, and affigning penfions 
far inferior in value to incomes of the ecclefi- 
aftics before this alteration; by forbidding the 
admiflion of novices into convents before ^the 
tage of thirty, and by ordering many painted 
images of faints to be removed from the cfaurchei. 
He baniftied the archbifliop. of Nw^ogorod, for 
refiifing to confent to thefe ordinances ; but 
findii^ this alQ; of arbitrary power attended with 
general difcontcnt, he was obliged to recall 
him. Being himfelf educated in the Lutheran 
church, he had embraced the Gifeek religion, 
with a view of fucceeding to the throne ; but he 
was no fooner in poffeffion, than he imprudently 
difplayed his contempt of many rites and cere- 
^nonies, regarded by his fubjefts with profound 
reverence. He built a Lutheran chapel in the 
fortrefs of Oranienbaum, was prefent at the de- 
dicalioa, and diftributed with l)is owii hand 
books of hymns to the German foldiers. This 
;^ Ifircumftance might have paffed unnoticed, had 
he not been ablerit at the c^nfecration of a Ruf- 
fian church in the fame place. 

He oflended the army by his preference of the 
IloUlein troops, by introducing the Pruffian dif- 
cipline, ^d ^pointing new uniforms to fevcral 

regiments. 
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rbgimeuts. H« particularly gave umbrage to 
the guards, accuftomed to refide in the capital, 
tJy ordei^ing twoTegrments to march into Po- 
; merania, where the: army; againft I>enmark was 
offembled. < . , - • • ' . 

He aiFronted the nobility, by appointing his 
uncle ptince Georgecof Holftein generaliflfimo of 
,the forces, and by the fuperior confidence which 
/he placed in foreigners. He inflamed the gene- 
ral odium by the public contempt he expreffed 
•for the Ruffian nation^ for their religion and 
manners. He raifed great difcontents, as well by 
en§;aging in the war with Demnarjc, a war which 
feemed ' totally unconne^led with the' interefts 
of the empire; as by his boundlefs admiration 
of the great Frederick, with whom Ruffia had 
been fp lately and fo long in a flate of hofiility. 
During the life of Elizabeth, he exprefled his 
concern to one pf the foreign minifters, that the 
emprefs had invited him .to Ruffia'. ' " If," added 
.he, " I had remained duke of Holftein, I fliould 
now have commanded a regiment in the Pruf- 
fian fervice, and have the honour of ferving 
perfonally fo great a monarch ; an honour whicji 
I efteem far fuperior to that of being great- 
duke." After his acceffion, he ufed publicly 
to call him tnajicr. Talking with one of his 
f]avourites upon this topic, he faifl, " You know 
J hsiy6 been a faithful fervent to my mqfier; 

for 
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for you remember that 1 tmiifmitted to him 
Sntelligence .of all the. fecrets of the cabinet." 
And. SIS the peirfon,: to 'whom this, difcourfe was 
Addrefled, hcfitated making a reply; *^ What 
^ei you afeaid of?'" returned ^flie emperor, 
i^ the old woman is not now. alive, and can- 
not fend you into Siberia." He generally, wore a 
Pruffiaii uniform; expreffed.theutmoft.fatisfac* 
tioh at the formality of being appointed an cxP 
iiQer in the king's fer\dce ; and when he fcnf liiit 
minifler to fierliji to negotiate a mutual alliance; 
gave him fecret infink6tions to be careful that no 
perfon ihould be promoted above him im the 
Pnlffian anny. Oa receiving, the patent which 
ponferred upon hinx the ra»k of lieutenknt^gene** 
r$l iti that.fervicc^he drefled himfelf in his new 
uniform, , orderjed a general difcharge of the 
camion in the fortrefs of Orani^nbaum, gave a 
inagnificent entertainment in honour of his prd- 
motion, and drank his majitr\9 health until he 
became quite intoxicated * • : , 

During his ihort reign he maintained a con-c 
ftant correfpondehce with the king of Pruffia^- 

• Lord Buckinghamfhire, in a private letter to lord Handwicke/ 
thus acc<Hints for the predilection of Peter in favour of the king of. 
Pruflla ; ** Peter IIL was, in his youth, at the court of PruflLi,an4 
being greatly ftruck with the military difcipline, the impreffion it 
made on him was {o ftrong, that he thought any deviation from it 
inexcuiabie, and a little before his misfortunes, he remonftrated in 
a letter to his majefty, againil fome alterations lie had h^ely made ia 
th^. uniform/* 

and 



«« 



TRATBL9 Iir nVitlM. 



-Jl* '9^ 



Arid always received fram bim the moft (aliitafy 
advice^ That able monarch eameftly difluaded 
him from the Daznih wax; bat finding • hiib 
obilinately determined, advifed him to be firft 
crowned at Mofcow with the ufual folemnitie% 
fsnd, when he marched to Holfiein, to carry in 
bis train all the foreign minifiers, and fuch of the 
Ruffian nobles as were fufpefled of difaffedion; 
Frederick alfo cautioned him againO: alienatiisig 
the lands of themoiiafteries, and interfering with 
tlie drefs of the clergy, and particularly recom* 
mended a due attention to his conibrt. Indeed, 
the king, whofe penetration is equal to his v^t 
lour, forefitw the confequences winch were likely 
to refult from the emperor's imprudent condu6iy 
^nd ordered his embafiudor at Peteriburghi ito 
ihow every mark of refpeft to the emprefe. 

Had the advice of the king of Pruffiabeen 
adopted, Peter might have avoided his xmli^ppy 
deftiny ; biit it was the chai-after of that mif^ 
guided prince to purfue with unremitted obftir^ 
jMicy what he had once refolved,- Though his 
plans of reformation were, in many refpefts, 
highly falutary ; yet the precipitancy with which 
he endeavoured to carry them into execution, 
and his impolitic defiance of popular prejudices, 
deftroyed the afFe6Vion of his fubjefts, fomented 
the intriguei^ of tlio oppofite party, and termi- 
lU^ed in bis dethronement^ 

U 
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la i»> light did the inconMency of his cha«> 
Mfiler foanifeft itfelf more , ftrongly, than in hii 
behaviour, to his coirfort. During the reign of 
Elizabeth, Catharine employed her hours of lei*- 
firre iii a oomfe of affidiious ftudy, and particu* 
Jkiiy. appited herfelf to thofe authors who wer* 
mofib eiaunent for political knowledge: bom i^ith 
fitpetior abilities, fhe improved them by a con- 
flant habit of reflexion, and paid an unremitting 
aJbtbntion to the cultivation of her mind. Her 
mild and infibuatiag manners, her engaging ad« 
dfefe, the graces of her perfon, her unirearied 
aflidufties, and a perpetual fund of interefling 
converfation, conciliated the favour of the fuf* 
picious Elizabeth, who, treated her with -com- 
placency and alFeftion. Even her hiifband, 
^ough his general behaviour to her was con- 
temptuous and unmannerly, occafionally tefti- 
fied great refpeft for her fuperior abilities, and 
lifatally demanded her advice in every impx>r-' 
tant emergency- Whenever any mifunderftand-.' 
feig -a^rofe between him and Elizabeth, Catha* 
riiie w^ employed as mediatrix ; and Peter not 
Infrequently owed a favourable reception at 
Gdurt to her influence. After his acceffion, 
though he gave fijiblic marks of deep-rooted 
averfion ; yet he would often behave tp her with 
deference. By an unaccountable- aft of impru- 
itncc, he, in a full court, invefte4 her with the 

exterior 
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exterior decorations of fovereignty j- while, in 
the charafter of colonel, he prelented to her the 
officers of Ms regiment. At the Bleffing of the 
waters, when the Ruffian monarch appears in all 
the pomp of majefty, the ceremony was left td 
the. emprefs, and he mounted guird as colonel^' 
AB^lfaluted her with his pike. Uiider all tiiefe 
circumft^ces, the dignity of her deportment wast 
fo ftriking; that it waisdmpoffible not to contrail 
her\ behaviour with" the trifling • levity of hep 
hufbancKs conduft ; and. to give the preferencer 
\vhere it was fo evidently due. Thus this infa-^ 
tuatfed prince,, at the very time he was fully de^i^ 
tertnined to divorce and imprifon his wife, im-^ 
prudently difplayed to. his fubjefis, her capacity 
for etnpire ; and, while he proclaimed her forfei- 
ture of his own efteem, adopted every method to 
fecure to her that of the whole nation. Mean- 
while the breach was continually widened : he 
©ccafions^Uy behaved to her with' the moft brutal 
contumely; and once, in particular, at an enter- 
tainment he gave in honour ^f. the king . of 
Prullia, he publicly affronted her to fuch a de^ 
grce, that flie burft into tears, and retired fronn 
table. Thus his infults,. no lefs than his defers 
ence, equally attrafled odium to himfelf, andi' 
popularity to Catharine. 

It is alfo a well-known fii6l:, that he more than 
once avowed an intention of arrofling both her 

.an4 
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and the great-duke, whom he propofed to ex- * 
elude from the fucceffion, and of marrying Eli- 
zabeth countefs of Voronzof, his favourite mif-- 
ttefs. Information of this alarming meafure was 
immediately conveyed to Catharine, through 
the imprudence of the countefs. By the fame, 
or otheir means, as well as by the indifcretion. 
of Peter himfelf, the emprefe obtained early in- 
telligence of every refolution formed againft het 
perfon. She was thus enabled to feize the deci- 
fiVe moment of enterprize, and fecure her lafety 
by preventing the defigns of her huiband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more 
and more imminent, and the moment of her 
arreft feemed at hand. A brick houfe^ confift- 
ing of eleven rooms, had, by the emperor's or- 
der, be^n conftrufted in the fortrefs of Schluf- 
felburgh * , for a perfon of very confiderable con- 
fequence, and with fuch expedition as to be al- 
moft finifhed within fix weeks. Peter went him- 
felf to Schluffelburgh with a view to examine 
it ; and no great depth of penetration was re- 
quifite to perceive that it was built for the em- 
prefs.^ . In this important crifis a meeting of her 
party was held at Peterfburgh. This party wa$ 
extremely fmall, and, excepting the princefs 
Daflikof, and her particular adherents, confifted 



• See the de&riptioa of this building m. fiook IV^ Chap. 7. . 
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only of a few among the principal nobility. The 
moft (ionfpicuous of thefe were prince Volkonlki, 
count Panin, governor of the great-duke, and 
count Razamofski, Hetman of the Ukraine. In 
the firft confiiltations for dethroning Peter, it. 
was propofed, according to the plan of diancel- 
lor Beftuchef, to declare the great-duke emperor, 
and Catharine regent during his minority ; and 
this would have been the meafure naturally fol- 
lowed in any country, wherein the order of fAc- 
ceffion was more fixed than in Ruffia. Only a 
few days before the revolution, the inconveni- 
ence attending a minority, joined to the popu- 
larity and abilities of the emprefs, induced her 
party to adopt the refolution of placing her upon 
the throne. At thefe, meetings various plans of 
an infurreftion were propofed; but it was at 
length unanimoufly agreed to delay their at* 
tempt until Peter's departure for Holftein. 

Although only a few perfons were engaged in 
this momentous enterprize ; yet the defigns of the 
party could not be concealed from the friends of 
the emperor, who earneftly intreated him to in- 
veftigate the foundation of the report. But 
Peter, who had committed the care of the era- 
prefs's perfon to thofe m whom he placed the 
bigheft confidence, could never be prevailed 
upon to give the flighteft ci?edit to the rumour ; 
and indeed be teas fo coaviuced of its faliehood, 

tl;iat 



that any fuggeftions on that head always of^ 
fended him. One of his confidents prefented 
him a memorial in writing, in which the names 
of feveral confpirators were mentioned. " What> 
always the old ftoiy !" faid the emperor; " her^ 
take back your papery and do not trouble mt 
any more with fuch idle talcs.'' His uncl^ 
prince George of Holftein, was frequently heard 
.to fay, that he was tired with tendering remon* 
ftrances, and that the emperor was infenfible to 
the danger of his fituation. On the very mom* 
ing of the revolution, about two o'clock, an of* 
iicer, who had a great iliare in Peter^'s confidence^ 
arrived at Oranienbaum, and demanded to fpeak 
with him on an affair of the greateft importance. 
Being, after fome difficulty, admitted, he ac- 
quainted the emperor with feveral circumftances, 
which feemed to indicate a confpiracy on the 
point of breaking out But the infatuated prince, 
far from paying the leaft; attention to the intel- 
ligence, ordered the officer under immediate ar-» 
reft, for prefuming to difturb him at fo late art 
hour. And yet at this very hour his dethrone- 
ment was determined, which event was accele*^ 
rated by a circumftance perfeftly unconneded 
with the intentions of the oppofite' party. 

The arreft of one of the emprefs's adherents, a 
lieutenant in the guards, whofename w^s Paflec^ 
greatly alantied her friends, as they concluded 

c s that 
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that the emperor had penetrated their defign ; 
and although they foon difcovered that it had 
been occafioned by fome irregularity of which 
he had been guilty as an officer ; yet their con- 
flemation haftened the execution of the enter- 
prize. Every moment was big with danger; 
and a difcovery feemed inevitable iftheinfur* 
re^Stion was delayed until the emperor's depar- 
ture for Holftein. 

The emprefs, however, who continued at Pe- 
terhof, fhuddered at the advice to precipitate 
the hour of aftion : her refolution at this awful 
crifis, when immediate decifion was neceflary, 
feemed for a moment to fail, and fhe hefitated to 
affent ; but her party at Peterlburgh, convinced 
that the lead delay would prove fatal, difpatch- 
ed, on the evening of the 27th of June, an empty 
carriage to Peterhof, the appointed fignal for 
her approach to the capital. Catharine, whofe 
greatnefs of mind foon returned to fupport her 
in this dreadful ftate of fufpenfe, inftantly ef- 
caped from her apartment; and, at three o'clock 
in the morning, having traverfed the garden to 
the place where the carriage * was waiting for 

her, 

* Tills carriage was condu£bed by one of the emprefs*s moft 
confidential adherents, I believe by count Alexcy Orlof j but as I 
found it impradVJcable pofitively to afcertain the perfbn, I was un- 
willing to advance any h&, Qf which I wa$ oot as perfe^ly con- 
• vinced 
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her, was conveyed with all fpeed to Peterfburgh. 
It was preconcerted that count Panin Ihould at- 
tend to the fafety of the great-duke's perfon; 
that Gregory Orlof fhould remain in the capital 
to win over fome of the guards ; and that count 
Razomofski Ihould prepare his regiment for the 
reception of the emprefs. In confequence of 
this determination, Catharine repaired to the 
quarterly of the Ifmailofski guards. The hour 
was fo early that Razomofski, the colonel, was 
not yet arrived, a circumftance fufficient to 
have difconcerted a perfon of lefs fpirit; but the 
emprefs, having difpatched a meffenger to him^ 
fummoned the officers and foldiers. A few who 
had been apprized by Orlof were ready ; while 
the greater part, being roufed unexpeftedly from 
their flumber, made their appearance fcarcely 
half drefled. 

The emprefs laid before them the bad condutJl 
of the emperor, his avowed contempt of the 
Ruffians, his averfion to their cuftoms, and his 
attachment to foreigners. She expofed the dan- 
gers which awaited herfeli^ her fon, and the prin- 
cipal nobility ; flie expatiated upon the probable 
fubverfion of their religion and government, and 
exhorted all thofe to follow her, who were defi- 

vinced as the intricate nature of thefe affairs would admit. I havd 
reafon to believe that he was affi&ed by prince Baratinflci, who re* 
unained witli the carriage, while he repaired to the einpref3's apart- 
ment, 

c 3 rous 
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rous of faving their country, and refcuing her 
and the great-duke from deftru6Hon. Her fpeech, 
occafionally interrupted with fighs and tears, 
was fliort and pathetic, and, further enforced by ^ 
the graces of her perfon, made an inftantaneous 
impreffion. The greater part of the foldiers an* 
fwered her with loud acclamations; a few of- 
ficers, indeed,' at firft feemed to hefitate ; but the 
amval of Razomofski quieted their apprehen- 
fions,' and the whole regiment offered to facrifice 
their lives in her caufe. Catharine then pro- 
ceeded to the church of the Virgin Mary of Ca- 
fan, and was joined by other bodies of guards, 
and by many of the principal nobility. Service 
being perfonned by the archbilhop of Novogo- 
rod, the emprefs took the accuftomed oath, after 
whichthe nobles and people flocked in crowds ' 
to fwear allegiance to the new fovereign. ' At 
the conclufion of this ceremony flie repaired to 
the fenate, the members of which body acknow* 
ledged her fole emprefs. A report, induftri- 
oufly circulated, that Peter was killed by a fall 
from his horfe, proved favourable to the fuccefs 
of the revolution. The fuite of the emprefs con-* 
tinually augmented. Two regiments of guards, 
who had fcarcely quitted Peteriburgh to join the 
army in Pomerania, were immediately recalled, 
and repaired without delay to the iundard of the 
emprefs. 

Eveu 
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Even in tbofe governments where the preto- 
rian bands, flat ion ed in the capital, depofe fove- 
reigns, or raife them to the throne, fome plau- 
fible pretence muft be urged to render a revolu- 
tion popular, and engage the general voice to ra- 
tify the deed of the foldiery. When Elizabeth 
feized the reins of jempire, the attachment of the 
nation to the memory of her father induced the 
public to applaud that tranfa6lion; and in this 
inftance Peter had, by fome parts of his con- 
dud, rendered himfelf fo odious, and, by others, 
fo contemptible to his fubjeds, that the fii-ft ac- 
count of his dethronement, and of Catharine's 
acceflion, announced in the manifefto, was re- 
ceived with univerfal joy. 

" Catharine IL by the grace of God emprefs* 
and autocratix of All the Ruffias, to all our 
faithful fubje6ls, &c. 

" All the true fons of Ruffiahave clearly feen 
tiie danger which threatened the whole Ruffian 
empire. Firft, the foundation of our orthodox 
Greek religion has been fliaken, and its tradition 
expofed to total ruin, fo that it was to be feared 
that the faith, which has been eftablifhed in 
Ruffia from the earlieft times, would be entirely 
changed, and a foreign religion introduced. lu 
the fecond place, the glory which Ruffia had ac- 
quired at the expence of fo much blood, and 
which w£^ carried to the greateft height by her 
y i6lorious arms, has been trampled under foot by 

c 4 the 
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the peace lately conc^^ded wjj^h its greateft ene^ 
my. And, laftly, the doiiieftic regulationa, 
which are the bafis of the country's welfare, 
have been totally overturned, 

*^ For thefe Cfiufes, overcome by the imminent 
dangers with which our faithful fubjeds were 
threatened, and feeing how fmcere and exprefs 
their defires were on this head; we, putting our 
truft in the Almighty and his divine juftice, have 
afcended the Imperial throne of All the Iluflias, 
and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from 
all our faithful fubje6ls. 

'' Peterfburgh, June 28, O. S. 1762," 

AH the adherents of the emperor were arrefted j 
among the reft prince George of Holftein, who 
came to Peterfburgh on the «6th, under pretence 
of making preparations for the emperor's de-r 
parture; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite 
party. Not the leaft oppofition was made from 
any quarter to the proceedings of the emprefs; 
and, notwithftanding the ftreets of Peterfburgh 
were filled with foldiers, who are generally tu- 
multuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful 
periods; yet the greateft order and difcipline 
were preferved, and no injury was offered to any 
individuals *, 

At 

* Several Englilh i^erchants had quitted their houfes before 
^hey were apprized of the revolution j' but found no difficulty in. 

returning 
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At fix in the evening the emprefs, habited 
like a man, in the uniform of the guards, with 
a branch of oak in her hat^ a drawn fword in her 
hand, and mounted upon a grey fteed, marched 
towards Peterhof, accompanied by the prince& 
Dafhkof, the Hetman Razomofski, the Orlofs, 
and her principal adherents, at the head of 
10,000 troops. 

About eight miles, from the capital, Catha- 
rine entered a public-houfe called Krafnoi-Ca» 
bak * , and employed herfelf for fome time in 
tearing and burning a large quantity of papers. 
She then flung herfelf in her clothes upon an 
ordinary bed, flept about an hour and a half^ 
was on horfeback by break of day f, and pro- 

TCturning through the foldiers pofted in different parts of th^ 
town. One gentleman in particular informed xae, that he went 
about fix in the morning to the Cuftom-houfe, and was furprifed 
fo find no one there. After ftaying fome time, he returned home| 
and> in his way over the bridge of the Neva, met a friend, who 
afked him what was^the matter, for every thing appeared in con fa- 
iioji. He liad fcarcely finiihed thef(^ words, when about 300 horfe- 
men, with drawn fwords in their hands, galloped acrofs the bridge; 
a prieft traverfing the bridge at the feme time in a carriage, the two 
£ngli(hmen flood by the fide of it. Some of the guards, as they 
pafied by the prieft, waved their fwords over their heads, crying 
out at the fame time, ** All goes well— vivat Catharine II." And 
this was the firil intelligence thefe merch^ts received of tlie revoi 
}ution. 

* Rulhiere digni^es this pabli^-houfe vnth th^ appellation of 
Chateau, 

t From the landlady of the inn, who was alive when I vifite4 
l^uflia, and ilill kept the houfe, 

, ceeded 



£6 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 



B. 5. 



ceedcd about four miles to the convent of St* 
Sergius at Strelna, into which flie retired while 
the troops encamped around- At eight general 
Ifmailof arrived at Strelna with a meffage from 
the emperor ; whofe fituation was now become 
truly critical. / 

While the revolution was carrying on at Pe- 
terlburgh, Peter remained at Oranienbaum in 
thoughtlefs fecurity. He paffed the evening 
vhich preceded the revolution in the fortrefs, in- 
company with a few chofen friends^ with whom 
he indulged, as ufual, in the pleafures of the 
table, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In 
the morning he dreffed himfelf in his Pruffian 
uniform, and fet out at eleven for Pgterhof, in 
order to celebrate the feaft of the apoftles St. 
Peter and St. Paul, expefting to meet the em- 
prefs at dinner, and intending *, as it is reported, 
to put her under an arreft. He was accompanied 
by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle count Vo- 
rontzof, his favourite Godovitz, marflial Munic, 
and many of the nobility of both fexes, who 



• If Peter really, as it is laid, intended to arreft the emprefs, hit 
fermer condu£l: is in fome meafure - accounted for. He thought 
that her party was of no confequence, and accordingly difbelieveds 
«Mr pretended to di (believe, all the reports of the confpiracy, think- 
ing to crufli it. at once by fccoring her perfoH. He put implicit 
confidence in the nobles whom he placed about the emprefs ; and 
^lele ^ery perfoas were tlie firft to betray him. 

formed 
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formed his court * • He had not proceeded far 
before he was met by a perfon f who had eC- 
caped from Peterfburgh, and Hopping the car- 
riage, acquainted the emperor that he wifhed to 
fpeak with him in private. Peter, however, or- 
dei'edliis attendants to proceed, adding, ^* Why 
are you in fuch a hurry? turn back to PeterhoJ^ 
and there you will have time enough to fpeak to 
me." The other repeating his folicitations, the 
emperor at lenjo^th alighted from his caiTiagc, 
and was informed of the revolution at Peterf- 
burgh. Yet his infatuation was ftill fo great» 
that he doubted the truth of the intelligence ; 
but, when an enumeration of particular circum- 
ftances at length awakened him to a feufe of hi$ 
danger, he teftified the ftrongeft fymptoms of 
amazement and horror, and was reduced almoft 
to a Hate of ftupefaftion. Recovering from this 
parbxyfm of defpair, he difpatched^an adjutant 
to Oranienbaum, ordering the garrifon to Peter- 
hof. On his arrival, he found the emprefs de- 
parted, and could obtain no information of her 
proceedings from any perfon of her court. Mar- 
(hal Munic advifed him to put himfelf at the 
head of his Holftein troops, and march without 

* From the intendant of Oranienbaum, who witnefTed tbefe tianiV 
nations. 

, f According t6 Mr. Keith, the perfon who met him was the fcr^ 
fimt of count Alexandrovitch Narifchkin. 

delay 
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delay to the capital: " I will go before you,*' 
faid the gallant veteran, '* and your majefty's per- 
fon fliall not be touched but through mine." Had 
this- advice been followed, it would have been 
attended with a glorious, and perhaps a fuccefs- 
ful event. The Holftein ti'oops, though not ex- 
ceeding athoufand, were zealoufly attached to 
Peter; and M unic was worth a regiment. The 
courage of the emperor, however, deferted him 
. in this emergency ; he fluftualed between hope 
and fear ; formed new refolutions one moment, 
and renounced them the next. 

His own, agitation was ftill further increafed 
by the behaviour of the principal perfons, who 
accompanied him from Oranienbaum, or whom 
he found at Peterhof. The women vented 
flirieks, and hung about the emperor in agonies 
of the deepeft diftrefs : every one clamoroufly of- 
fered advice; buti the uproar was fo great, that 
the advice could fcarcel v be heard, and if heard 
was not attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly 
changed. Several of the emprefs's party were 
prefent, and artfully fomented the general confii- 
(ion : under the fpecious appearance of afFefilion 
and zeal, they alarmed the fears of the emperor, 
and objeded to every vigorous meafure as inad- 
miflible and dangerous. In thefe circumftances 
Peter, perplexed by fuch difcordant or treache- 
rous advice, was fpftened into cowardice by the 

tears 
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tears of the women, and remained the whole day 
in a ftate nearly bordering on diftradion. • Every 
moment brought him frefli caufe of terror and 
difmay. He was fiicceffively informed, that the 
emprefe had received the oath of allegiance 
irom perfons of all ranks, that Hie was mifirefil 
of the capital, and was advancing at the head of 
10,000 troops, Diflieartened by this intelli- 
gence, he difpatched repeated meffengers to his 
confoit, with propofals of accommodation; and 
as not one of them came back, he at length de- 
termined to take refuge in Croniladt * ; a mea- 
fure, which, if he had earlier embraced, might 
have given a favourable turn to his affairs. 

Soon after his firft arrival at Peterhof, he had 
difpatched general Devier and another officer to 
Cronftadt, to reconnoitre the place : the general 
was admitted without difficulty ; and the officer 
returned to Peterhof with t^e account that na 
news of the revolution had reached Croniladt; 
that Devier was preparing for his immediate re- 
ception, that his majefty would find there an afy- 
lum, where the emprefs's troops could not pene- 
trate, and from whence he might, in cafe of ex- 
treme neceffity, efcape by fea to his donxinion$ 
in Holflein. In confequence of this reprefenta** 

* A town upon a fmall ifland in the Gulf of Finland, where the 
JRjiifian navy is ftationed. See the deficription in the chapter on 
^e fiMO^ oav7« Book VIi cb. 2« 

tion, 
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lion, the emperor ordered the Holftein troops^ 
who were oh their march to Peterbof, to return 
to Oranienbaiim ; but, by an unaccountable fata* 
lity, protrafted his departure till near midnight* 
On his arrival at the harbour, the imperial boat 
vas refufed admittance by the centinels, who. 
obje6led to the latenefs of the hour ; and when 
it was reprefented .to them that the emperor was 
on boord, they ftill perfifted in their refufal, and 
threatened to fire from the batteries if the veffel 
did not inftantly retire. 

This unexpefted reception was occafioned by 
the following circumftances. General Devier> 
on his arrival at Cronftadt, took the command 
of the fortrefs; perceiving that the garrifon had 
BO knowledge of the revolution, he w^ unwilling 
to give alarm, by fpreading the report, and 
thought it more advifable to wait for the em* " 
peror's appearance before he attempted to fecure 
the fidelity of the garrifon, or iffued orders hoftile. 
to the party of the emprefs. During this interval, 
admiral Taliezen came to Cronftadt: he wasdif* 
patched from Peterfburgh by the emprefs, who 
had forgotten, in the firft hurry of the revolution, 
to fecure that important fortrefs; and was now 
fent, if not too late * , for that purpofe. Being 

admitted 

• Confidering the great importance of Cronftadt, this negleft 

leems hardly cfedible^ btit I was informed from very good aa- 

4 Ihorky, 
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admitted without oppofition, and perceiving the 
fituation of affairs, he inftantly commanded the ar- 
reft of general Devier, which was inftantly obey- 
ed; the marines and failors being more inclined 
to execute the orders of an admiral than thofe of 
a general Having fecured the general's peiibn, 
he announced to the garrifon the revolution at 
Peterfburgh : . the emperor, 'he f^^id, is depofed ; 
the army and fenate have declared for Catha** 
rine, and all oppofition will be fruitlefs and dan* 
gerous. Thefe arguments, joined to a large quaii« 
tity of ipirituous liquors, produced the deiired 
cffefl;; and Catharine was proclaimed empre& 
Thus a place of fo much importance as to have 
delayed, if not prevented, the final fuccefe of the 
infurreftion, was feized by admiral Taliezen with- 
out oppofition. 
On this difappointment, Peter's only remaining 

refource was to crowd fail for the Gulf of Both- 

* 

nia, and fqek an afylum in Sweden ; from whence 
he might penetrate to his army in Pomerania, or 

thonty, that fo late as ten In the morning no ilep had been 
taken at Peterfburgh towards obtaining pofTefHon of that fortrei«« 
About that time a private perfon mentioned it by chance to one of 
the principal infurgents, who, without delay, acquainted the em- 
prefs. She, confcious of its great importance, immediately di£» 
patched admiral Taliezen. It was paft eleven before he fet off fix)m 
Peterfburgh, and as he went by water, the diftance being twenty 
miles, it muft have been paft three before he arrived at Cronfladt, 
The diftance from Peterhof to the fame place being only fix miles, 
th« emperor might have arrived there long before Taliezen, 
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to his dominions in Holftein. But it was the fatd 
of the unfortunate monarch to aft no decilitre 
part in this important criiis * : ftill flattering^ 
himfelfwith the hopes of a reconciliation with 
the emprefs, and prevailed upon by the cries and 
entreaties of the women who were on board, he 
returned to Oranienbaum, where he arrived at 
four in the morning. When Peter quitted that 
palace on the preceding morning he was dreffed 
in his Pruffian regimentals ; on his return he was 
in his Ruffian uniform ; he now faw his error > 
indefpifing the prejudices of his fubjefts, but it 
was too late. Little circumftances of this kind 
are not unworthy of thehiftorian's notice, as great 
events frequently turn upon them ; and they of- 
ten difcover the true charafter of the principal 
perfonages concerned in the fcene* 

On his return to Oranienbaum, he retired 
alone, and in great agitation, to his houfe in the 
fortrefs, leaving Marfhal Munic and the refl of 
the court in the palaqe. At ten he again 

made 



P A notfe from the eaii of Buckfnghamlhire to the carl of Hard- 
wicke, will (hew that the misfortunes of the eniperor arofe from hitf 
Wantof refolution as well as from treacheiy. 

April 16, 1766. 
Many ladies, fome of whom were wives to perfons engaged ui 
the confpiracy, attended the emperor to Cronibdt, and their teari 
and terrors added to his irfefolution. I have had account of what 

* * * 

paired from almoft all of them, and tliey were too much frightened. 

- to 



s. 
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made his appearance ia a more compofisd Ibte of 
mind. The Holileia guards iio iboner l^eheld 
their royal mailer, than they all * crowde4 Found 
him; fome ftruggled to kifs' his hand, others 
hung ahout hii^ . perTon ; many l^nelt down| 
fame even proflrat^d themMves before him ; all 
ihedding tears of afie6)ion, and in terms of thg 
(Irongeft attachment conjuring him to lead them 
Ugainfi the empieis, offering to facrifice theit 
lives in his defence. Peter, animated by thefe 
affecting marks of ceal and fidelity, caught their 
Q)irit for a moment^ and cried out, "To arms!" 
but the tears of the women, and his own irrefo^ 
lution, ibon damped, this momentary fit of cou* 
rage, and he again reconciled himfelf to fubr 
Soiflion. 
£ady in the morning he difpatched majors 

to be conMent in their relations* In two points they all agreedi- 
ia$ timidlty-y and the reproach^^ made him by his miftrefs, for not 
lunring ft^owedhor advice^^and prevented all mifchief by.confining 
the empfiBfs. One exprefiion they ia general fay ihe made ufe ofl 
** Thou fooly (Durach). had you complied with my requeft, and 
Ihut up this bad woman, the min of this day had never falleil ttj>oh 
lu/* ^Fanin and Vittebois were the only men of confequenc6 
aunongft them$ fcft, notwithibnding all the aifertions to the coil'> 
trary, I know the Hetman did not engage in the defign till the 
morning it took effect, and even then he w^ not without difficulty 
perfiiaded to ad the part b^ did. 

* I was informed of thefe circumftances from the intendantof 
Otanienbaum; he ihed tears while he defcribed the animated beha- 
viour of the Holftein troops. He iaid he never witneiTed a more 
afifedling feene. 

VOL. Ill* » general 
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general Ifmailof, in whom he repofed implicit 
confidence, to the en<J>riEffs, with k letter, ofFet- 
ing to refign his cfown, on condition that he 
ihould be permitted to retire iftto Holftein, with 
Elizabeth Vorontzof, and Godovttch. Ifmailof 
found the empreCs in the convent of Strelna, and 
^as immediately admitted to her prefence. The 
great policy on the fide of Catharine, now con- 
fided in obtaining, poffeflion of the emperor's 
Jjerfon without eflFufion of blood ; it vas her ob- 
jeS, therefore, to amufe him, without driving 
him to defperate meafures; for it was yet in hi* 
power to head his Holfl:ein troops, and defend 
his life to the lafl: extremity; or he might be 
able to make his efcape, and involve the em* 
pire in all the horrors of a long civil war. The 
judicious manner in which fhe conduced ^hia 
delicate affair, fliews her no lefs able in the arts 
of negotiation, than in the fpirit of enterprize. 
She calmly rpprefented to Ifmailof the mad- 
nefs of oppofing her, now in fiiirpoffeffion of 
fovereign authority: ihe pointed to her troops, 
w^o were pofted in large bodies upon the adja- 
cent grounds, adding, that refiftance would only 
draw on Peter and his party the vengeance of 
an enraged army ; flie t>ropofed, therefore, that 
he ihould himfelf repair to Peterhof, whj&re the 
terms of his abdication might be adjiifted, If- 
mailof, finding the tide of fuccefs on the fide of 

. th# 
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the eiriprefsy and perceiving the clergy, awny, 
and jMincipal nobles, engaged in her cawfe, was 
x»nvinced that notbing wa$ left .to Peter but ' 
fubmiffion. Seduced by the infinuating elo- 
quence, engaging addrefs, andpromifes of the 
.onprefs, he undertook to perfuade his. unhappy 
mafter,^ by immediate fubmiffion, to fave an ef- 
fufion of blood, which could be produftive of no 
effefitual advantage to his caufe. With this viev 
he returned to Oranienbaum between ten and 
jeleven, and found the emperor in the palace with 
Munic, Elisabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and 
oth^ anxioufly expeding his arrival. Having 
retired into another apartment, the refult of their 
conference was, that in lefs than an hour the 
emperor, with Elizabctli Vorontzof, Godovitch, 
and Ifmaiiof, entered the carriagei in which the 
latter had returned to Oranienbaum. Peter 
quitted the palace without a (ingle attendant ; 
|>ut he had fcarcely proceeded a mile, before a 
corps of HuiTars, of the emprefs's party, fur- 
rounded the carriage, and accompanied it to Pe- 
ter hof, where he arrived at hulf paft twelve. He 
was immediately feparated from his compani- 
ons.. The emprefs declined a perfonal confer* * 
enbe; but feht count Pan in, who was admitted 
alone. Wh^-t paffed during thi^ awful iriter- 
view between that nobleman and bis depofed fo- 
verei^p, is jjot, nor probably ever will be, dif- 

p « clofeii 
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clofed to the public^ but nothing c4n convey i 
ftronger pidure of the emparot's yrtaknisb and 
pufillanimity, than the alTdicdtion in fbrav 
^hich was the f efult of their converfation * . 

*^ During the flxort peridd which I hav^ 
reigned over the Ruffian empire, I have founxl, 
from experience, that my abilities are infupciat 
to fupport fo great a burden; and that I am not 
capable of direfting thie RUf&an empire in any 
way, atid much lefs with a defpotic ]K)wen I 
;alfo apknowledge that I have been the caufe of 
all the interior troubles, which, had they, con- 
tinued much longer, Would have overturned the 
empire, and have covered me with rteimal d^f-* 
grace. Having feriotifly weighed thefe circmn'^ 
fiances, I declare, without conftraiht, and in thef 
niofl folemn manner, to the Ruffian ^inpif e,. aiut 
to the whole world, that I for ever: rencriince^thef 
fgoveinitient of thefaid empire, never ' defiring 
hereafter to reign therein, either as . azi a4:xfalute' 
Ibvereign, ors under any other form of )govern'* 
ment I declare alfo, that 1 will never iattempt 
to re-affume the governments As a pledge of thidf 
1 fwear fincerely before God, and eU llie world, to 

* I Have fufficient 'reaibn to. believe that this abdication f69t 
made at Peterhof r if, kowever^i as feme perfons with lefs, proba- 
bility have alTertedy he iigned it at Oranienbaum, before he was ift 
the hands of his enemies, his pttiillanimity admits of no pallsa- 
tion* ... . . 

this 
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this prefent renunciation, Written and'.fign^ 
with my own hand. Peter, 
<* June^q, O. S, i76«." 

Having figned thw abdication, he ws^s con* 
veyed in the evening to Robfcha, a fmall impp- 
rial palace twenty xnilf s from Peterlwf j and th« 
emprefs returned about the fame time to Peterf- 
burgh. At feven fhe mad^ hey triumphant entry 
PO horfeback, amidfl oontinii^d huazas; the 
ftreets were filled with a prodigious Concourfe pf 
people who were drawn up in lines, and kifled 
her hands, yhich flie heild out to thepi as fhe 
paifed along, A great niimber of pi-iefts wer? a(* 
fembled upon this occafipn about the^veni^estq 
the palace; as ibe rode through their ranks, flie 
ftooped down to falute the cheeks of the princin 
pal clergy, while they were kiffing her hand; 4 
. mode of falatation in R^fSa^ expreffive of the 
higheft deference. 

The firft hurry of the revolution \y^, no fooner 
paft, q,nd the fpirit of revolt had fcarce time tq 
fubfide, before many repented of having cleferted 
their fovereign. Th^ populace, always prone tq 
change, began to pity their dethroned monarch^ 
and loft fight of his defeSs in the contemplation 
ofhjs calaitiity; they regarded him no longer 
in the light of a mifguided Tuler, but as an un-s 
fortunate prince, driven ffom the height of pow^r 
%o the moi\ abje^ ftate, and fubjed to the hor-. 

: P 3 Tors; 



tors of perpetual imprifonment. Peter, not-* 
withftanding his violence and , incapacity, pof- 
feffed fevet^l qualities of u popular nature, and 
was greatly beloved by thofe who had accefs to 
his peifon. During the emprefs's march to Pe-» 
terhof, feveral foldiers manifefted ftrong lyil>p- 
toms of diiratisfa6lion ; Tome openly murmured 
at being led againft their fovereign, and had 
Peter, on the firft news of the revolution, tnade 
liis appearance in perfon, many would have de- 
ferted to his fiandard. This fpirit of difcontent • 
Vas obferved, and fecretly fomented by the par- 
tizans of the emperor; the tide of popularity 
was even turning in his favour, and a new rifiug 
hourly expefted: at this crifis the deceafe of 
Peter delivered Ruffia from the impending hor- 
rors of a civil war*. This event happened at 
Robfdia on the 6th of July, O. S. on the feventh 
day of his confinement, and in the S4th year of 
his age* His body was brought to the convent 
of St. Alexander Nevfki at Peteribui:gh, and 

' * There can be no doubt but this anfortunate monarch was pat 
to death ; but in what manner the deed was perpetrated, or by 
whom, no authentic account has ever tranfpjred. Nor is it a matter 
of wonder that'fo dark a tranik^ion (hould be involved in the 
deepeft myftery. Public r?pbrt defjgnated count Alexey Orlof, 
and pnnce Baratiniki, as the principal a^^ors in this horrid tragedy. 
J am, however, firmly convinced in my own opinion, that tbie death 
of the emperor was not perpetrated by the command, nor even with 
the knowledge of the empref«. 

thejt 
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there lay in ft^tei where perfons of all rank'i^ 
were admitted, a^or4ing to the.cuftom of Ruf- 
fia, to kif& tjie hand of the deceafed. His re- 
mains were then buried in the cluirch of the 
convent; and the place of the fepiulchre was 
not diftipguiflied either w^th ^. tppib or ipfprip- 
tion%* i 

The death of Peter was not followed by any 
of tjipfe tragical fcenfs which had hitherto dif-!" 
graced the revolutions in Ruffia: npt one of the 
nobles were fent into Siberia; there were no 
public or private executions; even the pe^onal 
enernxes of the emprefs were forgiven, Marflial 
Munich^-d offered Jto fupport the eipperov at the 
hazard of his own perfon, Catharine ipildly in^ 
qu:ired tl|e n^otives of fucb an oppofition to her 
interefts. ."; I was at tliat peripd," replie^i Mu- 
nicj.with a fpirit which twenty years imprifon- 
ment could not fubdue, " engaged by tlie 
ftroiigeft ties of duty and gratitude to exert tiiy^ 
fe|f in behalf of my late mafter : your majefty is 
now my fovereign, and you will experience the. 
i(ame fidelity,'* The emprefs, fu'uck with the 
ujagnanimity of his anfwcr, 'with equal greatnefi 
of mind repofed in him the moft unbounded con- 
fidence, which wais juftified by his fubfequent 

. * On tlie accefllpn of Paul, as I have befpne obferved, his rcn 
r^Lulp^ were re-interrefil with imperial honqurg i^ tlie cathedral o£ 
$t. Peter and St. Paul. 

,,. ' D 4 conduft* 
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conduft. As foon as the danger of a xtew in-- 
furre6lion was dispelled, count Vorontzof wa* 
releafed) and afterwards employed. Eliafabeth 
Vorontzof experienced from the eniprefs no 
cxpreflion of either jealoufy or refentment; 
her perfon was untouched, and Ihe even re- 
tained, undiminiflied, all the fruits of Peter's 
Bounty, Catharine, with peculiar magnani- 
niity, forgave the indignities which flie had re^ 
ceived ^rt her fuggeftion, and even her prefump- 
tiOn in afpiring to a participation of the crown. 
She was permitted to eipoufe a private per- 
fon, and ftill remains at Peterfburgh, a living 
monument of the emprefs's unparalleled le-» 
nity*. Godovitch, who wqs particularly ob-^ 
noxious to the einprefs, was allowed to retire 
to his native country t? 3,nd the Holftein 
guards, who had importuned the emperor to lead 
them againft his confort, were ho^ treated with 
the leaft feverity : thofe who chofe to'inlift were 
incorporated in the different regiments, and the 
others withdrew themfelves unmolefted from 
Iluffia. Prince George of Holftein, uncle to 
Petev, and not unacquainted with the defign of 

* i 

* I was often in her company during ray fecond rciidcnce at Pe- 
terfburgh, She was then in an advanced age, and pofleifed no ns^ 
mains of elegance or beauty « 

f Tbeemprefs was fo much pleafed with the fidelity of Godo^ 
Titch to his unfortunate mailer, that flw afterwards recalled hin^ 
jAtoKuflia, and employed huQi . . 

7 , » wreftingf 
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surefting the emprel^, was detained a prifoner ift 
his own palace during^ the progrefs of the revo- 
lution ; but was afterwards promoted to the rank 
of field-marflial^ and appointed adminiftrator of 
Holilein during the minority of the great-dukc. 
Catharine was in the thirty-fourth year of 
her age when ihe afcended the throne ; and the 
fucce& of this revolution* was no lefs owing 

to 

* Gregory Oriof, who is mentioned in this account as one of 
the principal agents of tlie revolntion, was aid'de-camp to coiut 
I'etCT Schewalofj and bore an inferior rank in the army, when hit 
jrouth and comelinefs captivated Catharine, then grand-dnchdi^ 
foon after the recal of her favourite count Poniatowiki. Even at 
this early period fiie did not attempt to conceal her attachment from 
thoie in whom ihe repoied any confidence. Poindng him out one 
day to Mr. Wioughton, " Do you fee," (he (aid, .*< that y^ung 
man ? He has had the audacity to make love to me.** This in« 
trigae greatly contributed to facilitate the revolution which placed 
lier on the throne. Ork>f him(elf was a man of a determined and 
f nterpriiing fpirit, 4qid had confiderable influence among the of* 
ficers and (x^diers of his own regiment ; his attempts were alfo (up« 
ported by his four brothers, Alexey, Vlodomir, Feodor, and Ivan« 
but particularly by AUxiy, who was in the guards, and was one o^ 
the mod a£^ive agents in the revolution^ 

It was principally owing to the.foggeftic^ns of Orlof that Catlia* 
rine ventured to afTume the authority as empre(8, and not as regents? 
He was little known before the revolutian, and Mn Keith thus 
mentions his firft public appearance at court. ^ He wore the rib«> 
hand of St. Alexander, and the key of chamberlain, and is a good 
looking man, with a very modeft behaviour. I could not rtccA\e6t 
having ever feen him before/* He was afterwards rapidly pro* 
moted to the 4iigheil honours and offices of government, both civil 
imd military, and was created prince of the German empire. He 
pinei fttch 99 ftftendency ^i h^ roya^ ini%eiSf that (he was only 

•prevented 
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to her own perfonal fpirit and engaging addre&j^ 

than 

I r 

prevented from marrying turn by the (Irong remonflranc^sof count 
I'anin, and marlhal Razomofsky. 

Orlof gradually diminifhed the afFeflion of the cmprcfi by the 
f:oQr{enefs of his manners^ his grofs inattentkni^afid 6reqa(nt infi- 
delities. iDuring his journey to Mofcow in 1771, to check the pro* 
grefs of the |)lague, his fenemies availed thcmfelves of his abfcncc t^ 
vnctermine his influence.' Informed of thefe cabals, he fliddenly* tt^ 
turned toPctcrfburgh, and regained, by increafed afliduity, his for*. 
toer afcendancy, though he did not wholly recover her afFeftions. 

Deeming bis power too ftrbngly rooted to be again ihaken, kfi 
fvpaired to Fotzani in 1772, to negotiate a peace with the Turks^ 
where he difplayed all the pomp of Imperial magnificence. This 
al>fence gave fuccefs to the cabals of his enemies, and his diigraice 
yv3s announced by the introdudion of a new favourite, Vaflilchzke^ 
at tine inftigation of count Panin and marfhal Romaiizof. 

With a view to crufh this cabal by his prefenc«, Orlof inftantij^ 
broke up the co^grefs Of Fotzani, and travelled with fuch'expe-* 
ditic»ias to perform a joiirney of 1800 miles in nine days and 
mghts. Apriving at the gates of Peteriburgh, he was refufe4 ^i* 
tQtttance, and received an order from the emprefs, to repair to hit 
country houfe at Gatcbina, under pretence of performing quaran- 
tine. Still, however, he flattered himfelf with hopes of bein^ to* 
pdled, and when undeceived by a letter from the emprefs, forbid- 
.ding him to appear at court» was fo much affe^ed that>fae tinted 
away. 

Being afterwards ordered to Kevel, he pafl^d through Peterf- 
litirgb, aiid, without previoua notice, called upon his brother 
Al^x^, while he was at dinnerwith a large coinpany. A gentle- 
n^an who was prefent defcrifaed the prince as extremely agitated; 
after embracing his brothers, he fat down to table, (brted up, re- 
fumed his feat, agaifi rofe, whifpered his brothers, and retired with 
them into another apartment. On the following day he departed 
for Revel, and ibon after fet out on his travels } but he had icarcely 
reached Prefden before the empreis recalled him to Peteriburgh, 
^ oifered him hia former apartments 'in the palacCi which he de* 
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than to the zeal of hej: p^ty, and the popuk^ 
rity of her caufe *^ 

dined, probably at the inftigation of bis brothers, and refumed hk 
 journey* 

He afterwards efpouled his niece, and was fo much affe&ed widi 
her death, that he loft his fenfes, and died in kftatQ of infanicy. 

By prince Orlof the emprelf had a fon, whom I faw at the corps 
die cadets, where he was educated; he appeared to me, In ij^fg, to b$ 
about 17 years of age. He lodged in the houfe of Ribas, theprin- 
cipal manager under M. de Betlkoi. He pafled at iiril for the foil 
of a gentleman of the name of Schwerin, but afTumed that of Bo- 
briniki, from an eftate which the emprefs purchafe'd for him. He 
was apprifed of his origin from the Uigh marks of dillinftion which 
iie received. He was often admitted to the emprefs. Prince Oilof 
,jfcaHed him his fcn, and qarried his portrait in the lid of his fnuff- 
\}ox, A Ruilian nobleman told me that lie once took up the box 
by chance, and knew the picture from its ilriking refemblance. He 
ventured, however, to aflc whom it reprefented, and princcfs Or- 
lof, who was prefent, replied with a fmile, « It is my portrait in a 
mane's drcfs, before I was married/' Bobrinfkl afterwards tnivelle4» 
and I heard of him when I was at Geneva, in 1784, 

The emprefs always retained a hi^h degree of regard for the me- 
ihory of prince Orlof, and treated his brothers with great marks of 
favour and confidence. The family received eftates, containing 
45,000 pealants, and to the amount of £. 3,000,000 fterling in mot- 
ley, houfes, plate, and jewels, 
■/ •■ < . - . . . 

^ This was the firft circumflantial account ever publifbed of this 
extraordinary revolution; and I liave the iatisfackion ta imd,:frqm 
the peruialof feveral documents which have iince^lkn into ]n|r 
pofFeflion, and of the various narratives which have appeared fince 
the death of the emprefs, that no material faft has been juftly con- 
troverted. This Tour being publi (bed during the life of the em- 
prefs, and of the principal perfons concerned in the revolution* 
delicacy prevented me from acknowledging the fources from which 
I derived the principal information ^ but I xioW have it in my power 
to difclofc many of my autboriticr* r 

1 wn 
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* I >V3S prineipaJIy indebted to count Solmts, the Pniflism envcy^ 
who bad reiided at Peterfburgh iince 171^3, and coUcfted vsoious 
anecdotes relative to the life and acceiEon of the emprefs, Froni 
thefe materials he formed an interefting narrative, which he read to 
me, during my continuance at Peterfburgh* 

I alio received from Muller, the celebrated hiftorian> much mtc-' 
felling information, as well as from Staehlin> counfeUqr of flate> and 
author of feveral valuable publications, and from ieveral Britii^ 
merchants, who witnefled the revolution. Befides thefe, fome anec^ 
dotes were commnnicated to me by ieveral Ruflian nobles and of- 
£cen, fome of whom i^ere fvith Peter at Orapienbaum, and others 
who efpoufed the partyof the empr^fs. Thefe different accounts 
I noted down, and afterwards compared and combined them, to 
form my narrative. 

During my fby at War&w, many ciroumfbmces were communi- 
cated hy Sir Thomas Wroughton, who long refided at Peterfburgh^ 
Sle was the intimate friend of the king of Poland, when count Pa- 
IMatowfki, and poifefled the implicit confidence of the emprefs. 

After my return, I had the gbod fortune to obtain from the lata 
carl of Hard wicke, two curious difpatches ^mMr. Keith, the Engi- 
lifh minifler at St. Peterfburgh, to the fb^retary of fbte, and a 
private note from the earl of Buckinghamfhire, who fuc9eede4 
Mr. Keith. This note I have printed in this chapter, and i^iavo 
given in the appendix th^ letter ci Mr. Keith as an authentic do- 
cument. 

Rulhiere has written thehifloryof this revolution, which was 
long anxioufly expelled, but was not publifhed till after the disath 
of the emprefs. It contains many interefting anecdotes, which 
could only have been colle&ed, by aperfon who was at Peteribui|;h, 
Hthe tim^ of this event ; but they ^ blended wi^ J^V^ 
fowts and 9ofree-houf9 Jtories^ > 



Cn,^ jaisTO&r ot vaiNCE ivan. 



Tu6Slj uul biMl 6f Ivsn.— -Eniperor on the death of Anne.— ■De' 
poTed by Elizabeth.— bnpriraaiueBt at Riga, Diuumnnd, Ort- 
nienbfrgh, and Schluflelburgbv^Defcriptioa of hit apamnent.— 
Mode of life.^Intelleftt— Ferocity.— ViGted by Peter III^^ 
Removal to Kexholm;— Brought back to ScMttlTel burgh .^ At- 
tempt' of Mrovitch ia hii fkTo4ir.*-Deatfa of Ivan.— Trial and " 
txecution oTHTtrovitch.— Ptlniffiinent of fail accomplice«.r-4Bf-< 
, {ndott of a ccdltifioB between the court and Miravitch.— }tcfute<L 
—Account of Ivan't parenti and fiunily.— Biogiupbical anec- 

' dotea of count Manic. 

TVAN, the unfortunate fiibjea of tbeprefetit 
■*■ narrative, was lineally defcended, on the fe- 
ajale fidC;, frcsn the tzar Ivan Alexievitch, elder 
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brother of Peter the Great * ; and tras f6n of 
^nne of Mecklenburgh, by Anthony tJhric prince 
of Brunfwick. He was born on the 4th of Au* 
gull 1 740, created great-duke by his aunt the 
cmprefs Anne, arid, at her demife, on the 28th of 
Oftober, fucceeded to the^ throne, from which he 
iras depofed by Elizabeth on the 6th of Decem- 
ber 1741. 

The foldiers, lent to arreft the young emperor, 
wer€ ordered to Ileal foftly into his apartments, 
and, if alleep, not to dillurb him. As he was 
(lumbering by the lide of his nurfe, they Hood 
Tound the cradle in refpeftful filence, at leaft 
an hour before the prince opened his eyes, then 
the foldiers difputipg^^^ho fliould carry him, the 
child was terrified, and cried ; they immediately 
defifted, and permitted the nurfe to approach, 
who covei-ed him with a cloke,.and accompani- , 
ed him in a Ifedge to the^palace* ECzabeth took 



• IVAH Albxibvitchi . . ^ 

• f  '  I - . *' ^" '  • '% ' . . . 

CinuARiMB. Anns, Empfeis of RuCa* 

^ — -I  • ,'  - 

Amne, married to Anthonv Ulrfc^ 
Prince of Bininfwiclc. 

[ . 



Ivan.. 



 ■» 



Set GeneaT, TMt of the HouTe of Romanoff in Vol. IL Bo6k III, 
:^Aiof Chap. lit 

the 
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ilie chil4 kiffed it, and, while it was yet in her 
arms, a body of foldiers pafling by, ihouted, 
«Long Kve Elizabeth!" Tlie infant pleafed 
with the acclamations, ftretched out his little 
hand, and fmiling, tried to imitate the fhouts of 
the foldiers;^ on which Elizabeth exclaimed, 
^* Innocent creature ! thou perceiveft not that 
thou art endearouring to fpeak againft thy- 
felf*.'^ 

It is difficult to trace Ivan diftinftly from the 
time of his -depofition to his iroprifonment at 
Schluffelburgh ; but the following account fecms 
the moft probable. He and his parents were 
firft confined in the fortrefs of Riga, a year and 
an half; removed from thence to Dunamund f, 
and afterwards to Oranienburgh, a fmall town 
in the province of Vorentz. Here they remain- 
ied twp years under the care of baron Korf, who 
behaved to his prisoners with great humanity. 
From Oranienburgh the whole family. was tranf- 
ferred to Kolmogori ; but Ivan was iraprifoned 
therie for feveral years feparately, arid unknown 
to his parents. 

Bufching fays, that when his parents wer^ 
Sent to Kolmogori, Ivan, then in the eightliyear 
of his age, was left at Oranienburgh ; and that 
fome tiqae afterwards a certftia monk contrive^ 

' ^ Buf. Hif. Mag, vol. I. p, 374. 
f Manftein's Memoirs, p; |ij. 

to 
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to refeafe hiiii frond prifon, and convey him as 
far as Smolenfto, where they were furprized and 
taken** He was alf6 confined in a convent 
fituated on an ifland in the lake of Valdai, not 
far from tlie high road between Peterfbnrgh and 
Alofcow. The time of his imptifonment in this 
convent^ iand his fituation until his removal tp 
Schluffelburgh, are circumftances which I wa* 
not able to afcertain : but it is not furprizingi 
thstt there fliould be much obfcnrity in the hif- 
toiy of a ftate-prifoner immured from his in- 
fancy. 

During the laft eight years of his life, Ivan 
was imprifoned ill the fortrefs of Schluffelburgh ; 
whither lie was brought in 1756, in thefixteenth 
year of his age. In the fame j^ear he was fecretly 
conveyed, by count Peter Shuvalof, grand-maf- 
ter of the artillery, to the "houfe of his coufiu 
Ivan Shuvalof at Peterfburgh ; where Elizabeth 
faw and ipoke to him without making herfetf 



* Buf. Hift. Mag. VI. p. 529. There is an inaccuracy in Bitj^ 
thing's account, probably only a falfe print, viz. that he i^as in the 
eighth year of his age when his parents were feht to Kolomogori $ 
for in March 1 746, the time of Anne's death, he was only fijt 
years and feven jnonths old t and fbme time muft be. allowed ^ 
conveying his parents from Oranienburgh to Kolmogori • Bu&hin j 
was informed, by baron Korf, that they were all confined together 
at Oranienburgh : and I ^as told by an Englilh geatleman, who had 
been at Kolomogori^ that Ivan had ^been ther« imprifoned for a 
tiorttime. ' 

known. 
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kmXim It i$ faid.thit ite burft lAto tears at 
this interview. On the enfuing day theiprjnce 
iiraa.rfcrCpildu^edlQhisprifomr ^ i". :*: 

When iVifitcd SchluffeU>ufg|j, I va$ admitte4 
into the fiortrefs, but M'as'intoit Aiffered* to eutelr 
the room in wiiich he had been conBfied ; yiet as 
I exsnuned tme'that ^vras iinular> ani^:h^i{e iconr 
wrfed ;vith feveral jpcrfons who haw/een it,. J 
ajn able to give thp;foitewibg defcriptiofij. ibi$ 
fituated towards the.fertheft extremity of the 
corriddrey defcrijbed on a . former occafion * ; ' is 
about 25 feet fquare, ^hd vaulted ; * the wlails are 
of bare ftone, and the floor of Jbrick* The wini- 
dow was not clofed, like thofe of the adjacent 
cells, but glazed ; and covered with a kind of 
plaifter, which, while it admitted the %ht, could 
not he feen through f. There was no other fur- 
niture than a truckle-bed, a. table, and fome 
chairs. In this difmal apartment he was immur- 
ed during the fpace of eight year% excepting 
when he was occafionally condufted to the in-^ 
terior fortrefs ;{:, which communicated at top 
with the air ; but in the enjoyment of which the 
apprefaeniions of his eiicape rendered it impolitic 



M \ 



• Vol. 11. Book IV. Chap. 7. 

f^In fbme recent publications, the apartment of Ivan U trtor^ 
aeonfly defcribed as a cafemate of the fortrefsi the very hole of 
which was^ bricked np, * - 

{ See the account of Schjuflelburgh^ in the laft Volume. 

VOL. 111. B to 



to gratify him, as often as* humanity jcouteihtfvc 
unihcd. , - " " . - 

Witli refpeft to his intelle^l^ is he had been 
Iftiprifoned from the fecond j^ar o£ his age, his 
ideas of eoair(<fe were few, ahd his knowledge ex* 
ceedrngly limited, ami, though not abfolutely aa 
idiot,-he difcovered occafional fympf oms of in- 
anity. Her wuld neither read nor write ; he 
fpoke 'the Rikfian language, and knew a few 
German words, which, he: muft have .learned 
whenalAofta child frotn.bis parents; he Vas 
rather inartrculate' m his fpeech, and, whcn.agi- 
tated^^ammered exceedingly *. . He was xio€ ig- 
: : ' V ' '/:.- norant 



r . . • • 
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, * As Qaftere^ in^t^Js life of Cath^nne the Secoad/ void pthcrt, on 
the axitiiSnty-of M. de Segur, fome time French ambaflfacfor at the 
CbUrt of Peterifiifgh, have afl^rted- that Ivan was not deficieiit in * 
* $;nfe, ,di4 lM>t (t^txuner, ^and'yms cap^le of ireading and writings 
1 deem it nece^aryto mention the authorities from which I deriir- 
cd n)y information, i. CJount Solmes, who was at Peterfburgh be- 
fcre^thc' death of Ivan. 2. 'Mr. Lieman, a Dane, who had been 
Ion J reflfent h England; was, during my. travela in Kuffiii, fettled 
at SchlaiTelburgh, whece he had eflabltOzed amamifadpry/or print- 
iilg cottons, and was in habits of intima(:y ' with Beredniko^ the 
governor of the fdrtrtft. * 3. Beredmkof iihnfelf^ whom Mr. Lieman 
^jny re}|uef):invsti^t.to diiinSr;;. 4;;;A.jSlufnai^ nQblQS3iiAJ>fiinr 
doubted veracity, who received the account from Volkof the coun- 
fellor of ftate, fent by Peter the third to Schluilelburah, to difcoyer 
th<L real chara<3^.. of. Ivan.^ ,5. Lef Alexandrevitch Narifhikin, 
great- chamberlain.td the emprej's, who was prefentat the interview 

between Peter and Ivan. »In my fecond vifit to Peterfburgjh, he 

confirmed my. narcative, and even.expreflcd his furprifeat the at- 
my ffatemcnt. From thcfc authorities, and others, which 

.* w I am 
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Borant of his defcent^ and that he had once beea 
femperor. He was ftrongly prepofleflCed \lrith the 
hopes of re^afcending tfaethrdhe ; nibd frequently 
to allude to his behaviour wheh that event 
ihould take place, ahd whenever* he was roufed 
to jpai&on, ^iin^uld threaten to puniih thofe who 
provoked him. He wis ei^beidingly choleric 
and ferocious, s^id would rage almofl to madnefs 
whenever he was intoxicated. , . For fome time 
hffmus impropferly indulged in every article for:, 
his table ; he was ferved in plate, had a great va-* 
riety of diihes, and all kinds of wine. But tO 
prevent hii6 fret^ubnt ekcefles, thefe luxuries were 
judicioully diminiflied ; though his mamtenance 
was ftill amply provided for by the allowance of 
jf .20 a month *. 

H^ would change his drds twenty times a day^ 
and walk about his room, admiring himi^lf with 
puerile fatisfadion* 1^ Regard to his religious 
opinions, he had a faint knowledge of the Greek 
perfuaiion, and ufed frequently to pray in tbe 

I te iM)t at preleiit at liberty to m6ntioff> I ccM|ttied th« whole of 
my nartative. 

It is barely fufficient to notice the improbability of another a(^ 
fertion adlranced by the WogfEtph^r of Catharine^ that Peter in* 
te&^kd to nominate Ivan his focceffor, and hid evtn brought faia 
to Peteribargh for that purpoft^ where he is ikid to hare been at 
^e time of the revolution. 

* An ample a]lo#an^e in Kuffi% where proviiiont were ib 
ifacap. 

s n aioft 
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mpft fervent manner. On « a year he was zcetS^ 
tomed to confefs, and receive tibe facrament, and 
often boafled of obtaining tieveUtions from the 
Angel Gabriel. 

. He certainly kncV that the emprefs Elizabeth 
was fixated lipon that throne from Which br had 
been d«pofed, ; but it does not appeair that he 
was ewr acquainted witli her ^eatlv wad the 
fixbi&quent dbangjes. 'Fetei* lit. fooii:afteith» 
tcceffion, easno to ^chtu0£lb>^rgh^ accoutptM* 
cd.by GodovitcH LeiFAlex^adrevitch Najifli* 
kin,. Yolkof^ /and baroii Ekxrf. In crofT^ the 
arm (rflhe-Nevato the ifland, the bciat which 
convcyfed fieter and: his fiiite fhruok i^aamfi^a 
Tcagmentc of tiie ;flon£^ and /was neaiiy loveid'et 
On landing, the emperor fent one of hw Aiate: tO 
the' gmwn<)V with an order of admiffion figned 
by hiniftJC' was immediafceiy: KCeived within ftht 
^Qitreifi^ andCcondn^ed to &e prince's apartment; 
Peter for a jfliort ti^e remaioied cancelled, while 
hi& iK^btera^id Attendants cdnVerfed with Ivto^ 
but he foon joined the company, drank a diih 
of coflfee, =and entered iiiito difcourfe with the 
prince. ...... ' _ 

. ' I end^vQur^d to coUied; fome intelUgeiice of 
what paffedi^tatehis -coriferemce ; but the infoniia- 
t5on I received, eyen from fierfons of good au- 
tliority, was extrpiiely various and contradido- 
ry. Inftead, therefore, of detailing uncertaia 
: 3 , . , and 
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and difcordant aneddotes^ I fh&U fubmit to the 
reader a tranflation from Bufching's account of 
this interview, which muft be deemed authentic, 
becaufe he received it from baron Korf, who wai 
prefent. 

** In March 176^ Peter III. dcfirous of feeing 
Ivan, fet off early in tlie morning for Schkiffei- 
burgh, accompanied by baron Korf, Leff Alex-^ 
andrievitch Narifhkin, and Volkof He travel- 
led with , ]>bft-horfe6, and kept his intention 
fo fec^et, that it was noon before his uncle 
prince George of Holftein was made acquainted 
-with his departure. Peter affumed the charafter 
of an officer; and, having ihewn the governor of 
SchlulTelburgh an order for admiflion, prevtoufly 
figned by himfelf, went, witli his attendants, to 
the apartment of prince Ivan, which he found a 
wretched place, provided with the meaneft fur* 
nitiiTe. His clothes wel'e clean and in good con* 
dition, but extremely coarfe ; and he was remark** 
ably neat in his perfon, as well as in his linen. 
He had the appearance of an idiot, and fpoke in 
a confufed manner. One moment he affirmed 
thati he was the emperor Ivan ; tnd the next, that 
the foul of that emperor, who was no longer 
alive, had migrated into his body. On being 
alked what induced him, to'im»|iiiO th»» he was 
an emperor ; he rq^ied, * ht learnt it from his 
p»ie^U and the foldicrft who fuardcd W«l^' Be- 
st w& 
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ing quififtioncd whether he recolIcAed hi? parents^ 
lie anfwered in the affirmative ; and Aen bitter-^ 
ly lamented, that the emprefi Elizabeth had aU 
ways kept them, as well as himfelf, in a wretched 
fiate ; adding, he well remembered that he and 
they were formerly under the care of an officer, 
who was the only perfon that had ever Ihewn 
them any tendernefs or humanity, / Korf in^- 
Aantly demanding, whether he dill ihould know 
this officer, ^ 1 could not recoUeft him « at pre- 
fent,' anfwered Ivan, ' as it is fo long ago finee 
I faw him, and I was then a child ; but his name 
I have not forgotten, it is Korf' The general 
was greatly affefted. Ivan had heard pf the 
greatrdukef aijdhis wife; and, as he repeatedly 
faid that he hoped again to be emperor, he was 
afked in what manner he would then behave to 
them ; * I would have them both executed,' re^ 
turned the prince. Peter was much fhocked 
he determined, however t, to order the conftruc-j 
tion of a fmall houfe in. the fortrefs for the un^ 
happy' prifoner, and propofed to treat him in a 

' • Namely, Peter and Catharine, * 

+ We may colleft from thefe expreffions, that Bufching fuppof 
ed the Jioufe within the fmall fortrefs to have been conftru6led iot 
Ivan, and npt for the emprcfs j b|^t he was probably unacquainted 
with the circumllance, tl^t lyan was removed to Kexholm the 
Jjcginningof Junej this removal' was perhaps occafioned by the 
defign which the emperor Ibid formed, of confining the emprcfs^ in 
the fortrefs of SchluftlJ^yg^,. When Peter \Si\fiA S^bliUTelbmrg^ 
^e iheU of ^e houfe was nearly ^nyhed* 

|nof9 
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more humane manner.. Prince George of Hoi- 
ftein even advlfed Peter to reftore the^ prince to 
liberty, to fend him into Germany, together 
with l,iis father, Anthony Ulric, and the reft of 
his family, and ajlow them a handfome penfion ; 
but the emperor did not feem to approve the 
advice 1^. 

,To this curious account I am enabled to add 
anautlkntic anecdpte. Peter had not been long 
wit|ilyan before he became difpirited and fud- 
denly indifpofed; he accordingly quitted the 
room, and went out inlo the air. " I feel my- 
. felf WW," faidhe, to one of his fuite,. " much 
refreshed ; I was indeed, exceedingly fliocked^ 
and very near fainting." He then returned into 
the apartment, and yenewed his conveifation 
with Ivan, with whom he ftaikl near an hour. 
. Petpr, it is faid, propofed to releafe Ivan from 
his imprifonmenl^ ; 4n4 as he liad cpnce^vf d an 
idea that, perhfips, policy had induced t]ie prince 
io counterfeit idiotifm, for the purppfe of difcor 
vering the truth, he ordered a | confidential per- 
fpn to remain for fome days in Ivan's apartment,. 
This, perfon^fpoh perceived that his behaviour 
was not the effecl of diffimulation ; he at times 
talked wildly, as if he was really difordered in 

9 See Gcfchichtc des Rufllfchen Kayfew Johann. des Drittcn, 
Buf. VL. M. VI. p. 530, & feq. 
t Volko^, who was afterwards governor of Petcjfburgb* 

E 4 / his 



I 



/ 



S6 TICAV EIS f N BUSS 1 A. B. 5 

liis unclerftanding; and frequently with rd^tnrti 
affertetl, that the angel Gabriel appeared to him 
in vifibns, and brought revelations from heaven i 
Being afked by this perfon, why he imagiiied 
thSt he had once been emperor, he replied, ** I 
was told fo by one of my guards, who looking 
ftedfaftly at me, burft fuddenly into tears; on my 
demanding the reafon, he informed me, that he, 
as weil as the whole nation, had formerly taken 
the oath of allegiance to me as ethperor; and 
he then gave me the account of my dethrone* 
merit, and of the acceflion of Elizabeth.'* 
"' Peter, fally convinced that Ivan's under- 
ftanding was difordered, foon relinquiflied all 
thoughts of releafinghim; and afterwards or* 
dered him to be fent by water to Kexholm, a for- 
trefs fituated in a fmall ifland, where the Vbxeii 
flows into the lake of Ladoga, He was con* 
veyed acrofs that lake in a fmall open boat to a 
galliot, which lay at anchor to receive him at 
fome diftance from Schlulfelburgh. The wind 
being boifterous, and the water extremely agi-. 
tated, he at firft trembled with fear; but, in ^ 
fliort time, became compofed, although there 
arofe a violent ftorm, which the watermen could 
fcarcely Aveatlier. JThe waves, indeed, ran fo 
high, tlut the bont was overfet; and the prince 
was not faved without the greateft difficulty. In 
tlie month* of Auguft, Ivan was again removed 



j&om ti^ fortids of Kexkohn to ttiftC of Sddnf^ 
fcltairgh, by order of the cinprefe Cathariae. 
'S'he carriage in winch he wa« conduced breaks 
ing down near the village of Bchlilflelburgh, he 
wa$ led, through the place covered with a cloak^ 
and thus fettled agaiuitx his former habitation*^ 
This unhappy fiate-pfifoaer was detained in 
Om fame fortrefs until his deceafe^ the morning 
of the 5th t of July Ud4r Two ofiiiiers, cap-^ 
tain Vlaflef and lieutenant Tchekin, were ap* 
j^inted for his guard, and ftationed in his apart^ 
ment In the fortrefs was a company, confift^ 
ing of near an hundred feldiers, of whom 
eight or ten ftood centinel in the corridore clofe 
to the door of his room, and within the palTage 
leading to it ; the reft were potted in the guards • 
}k>ufe5 at the gate, and iti different parte oi^ the 
fortrefs, under the command of the governor. 
At ' that time the regiment of Smoleniko was 
Quartered in the village of Schluflfelburgh j 
iOkd every week an hundred men relieved the 
guard in the fortrefe. Vaffili Mirovitch, an un- 
der lieutenant in this regiment, by attempting 
to releafe I vany was the caufe of his death. He " 
Was grandfon of the rebel of the fame name, ' 
who followed Mazeppa Hetman of the Coffacs^ 

m 

. • Theft two (pwloils pificiimftsi«<e| I iec<ivsd fiom SendnifcoC' * 
tiimfelf. 
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when he revolted from Pefter th* Great, and 
joimed Charles XII. in tis ill-concerted expedi-* 
tion into the Ukraine;. Mixoyitch had applied 
to the enjprefe to reftore the eftates of his grand-r 
father, which had been confifcated after the 
battle of Pultava; but meeting with a refufaU 
as well in this as in other applications,, he formed 
the defperate refolution of deUvering Ivan, and 
replacing him on the throne* Being, however, 
without fortune or connexions, the mean^ h^ 
)vas enabled to adopt were inadequate to the 
raihnefs of the enterprise. 

Ji fpw months before the purpofed time of exei 
cuting this daring enterprize, he communicated, 
it at Cafan to Apollon Uihakof, a lieutenant in 
the regimgijt pf VelikirLukif Thefe two aflbcit 
g^tes repaired to the church of the Virgin Mary^ 
where they took an oath of ftcrecy and, fidelity 
pn.the altar, and, mixing fanaticiffti with trear 
fon, invoked the Almighty to aflift and fan6iify 
their defigqs. They alfo joined in drawing up 
a iflanifefto, which th6y purpofed to diilrifoute a^ 
foon as Ivan ihould be reftored to liberty, The 
execution o; this finterprize was delay(?d until 
fummer; when theeipprpfs wag ex;pp6led to be 
^bfent from the capital on an expedition intQ 
Livonia. Soon afterwards Mirovitch joined his 
regiment, which was quartered at SchlulTel- 
burgh ; but his confederate Uiljakof was a^cfi- 
' dental]^/ 
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dentally drowned, on the SQth of March, in his 

Journey to Smolenfko. 

Mirovitch, deprived of his aflbciate, dcfe not 
appear to have found any other perfon in whom 
he could repofe equ^l Qonfidence. He founded, 
however, Tikon Cafatkin, a fervant of the court ; 
and artfully endeavoured to infufe into his^mind 
rebellious principles, in, order to make him, at a 
proper feafon, the inflrument of his purpofes. 
But he was fomewhat more explicit with Simeon 
Tchevarldfef, lieutenant in the corps of artil* 
!ery, to whom he communicated, firft, by dark 
and ohfctire hints, and then in fomewhat plainer 
terms, a defign of releafing Ivan, and of con- 
ducing him to that corps ftationed at Peterf- 
burgh* But he mentioned it merely as a projefl^ 
without fixing any precife time for attempting 
it, or naming himfelf as the perfon who would 
dare to undertake it 

With fo little management, and no precaution 

, in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch refolve to carry 
his defign into execution ; but he was upon duty 
during a whole week in the fortrefs, without find- 
ing a favourable opportunity. He obfen^ed, 
however, and fet a private mark on the door 

• of Ivan's apartment, and fliewed it to Simeon 
Tchevarldfef, who came from Peterlburgh to 
vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn ex- 
pif ed ; |)ut he obtained, under fom^ fpecious pre- 

tJence, 
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tenzc, tne peitniffiou of being continued on 
guard on the evening of the 4th of July * . He , 
did not, however, previoufly gain more than one 
common foldier, whofe name was Jacob Pifkof^ 
It was not till about ten at night th9.t he firft 
hinte4 ^^^ intention to three -corporals and two 
foldiers, who, though they at firft pofitively rC'^ 
fufed to join him, yet, by the affiftance of Pifko^ 
arid by his own artful perfuafions, were at length 
prevailed upon to favour his defigns; but could 
not be induced to ad with that determined refo- 
lution whicl^ the circumftances required. On 
the contrary, they continued wavering, and 
alarmed with the danger, propofed to defer the 
enterprize until a more convenient opportunity, 
Mirovitch at firft artfully ^ppearecl to yield tp 
their fears; but between one and two in the 
morning he fuddenly renewed his folicitations^; 
when, incapable of refifting his plaufible man? 
ncr, the diftribution he made among them of 
fome money, the promife of more, the expefta* 
tion of great promotion, and his authority, a$ 
commanding officer, they were induced tb fe-t 
cond his attempt. 

Having thus fecured fix affiflants, he fummon- 
cd about forty of the foldier* ftationed in that 
part of the fortrefs/ fome 6f whom were afieep^* 

• J5th, O- S, 
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and otheis upon guard ; and, under pretence ^ 
an order from the empreis, commanded them to 
load their pieces with ball, and to fcAlow him; 
laiidi before tfaej were airare of his intention, led 
them towards the apartment of Ivan. In his 
way he was met by Berednikof the governor. 
This officer had retired to reft, but being alarmed 
hy one of the guards, haftily drefled himfeli^ 
imd accoding Mirovitch, commanded him to 
idecUre the caufe of the difturbance. Mirovitch 
returned no anfwer f but, ftriking him on th^ 
forehead widi the but-end of his muiket, deli^ 
vered him a prifoner to fome of his party, and 
with the remainder advanced to a wooden gate, 
which guarded the paflage leading to the prince's 
apartanoQt He demanded admittance; but 
tneeting with a refuial from the centinels, or- 
%lered his followers to difcharge their mufkets, 
and force their way ; they obeyed, and the 'cen« 
tincls returned the fire. The foldiers, deceived 
by Miravitd), had expefi;ed no oppofition ; fur* 
prized, therefore, and alarmed at the refiftancc 
of the centinels, they retired with precipitation, 
iiotwitbfianding all the efforts of therr leader, 
a»d irififtedon feeing the order of the emprefs. 
Mirovitch immediately read Jto them a, paper *, 

which 

J' 

* It is difficult, «t this diftancc of time, to. find out the contents . 
gf tbis paper $ but it appeared, from the eicammation of Mirovitch 

an4 
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which he had forgid, at the bottom of which b* 
had counterfeited the imperial fignature ; and as 
it was no difficiilt matter to deceive ignoraiA 
men, few of whom could read, he prevailed upon 
them by entreaties, promifes^ and threats, to make 
a fecond attempt. During this ihort interval, 
a cannon was drawn from one of the baftions; 
which Mirovitch himfelf pointed againft the paP- 
fage leading to the prince's apartment, when the 
door was fuddenly opened, and the whole party 
fuffered to enter without oppofition. 

On the firft attempt of Mif ovitchj VTafief and 
Tchekin had difperfed the affailants by ordering 
the centinels to fite ; but wheii they 'retumed,^ 
and Mirovitch, with his cannon pointed, feemed 
determined to force his Vay, the oflScefsy finding 
no poffibility of further refiftance, attacked with 
their drawn fwords the unfortunate objeft of this 
conteft, who had been awakened by the tumult^ 

and his aflbciates, to have b^n obicnrely drawn iip« An he tit' 
ierted that what he read to tliem ifiucd from the emprefs, he could 
not lay open his defign of releaiing Ivan ; and probably the pape): 
contained only an order to take the prince from the cuiJodyof 
Vlafief and Tchekin, who might be reprdented as betraying their 
truft : this fappoftt^on is confirmed by the violent abufe which the 
foldiers, on their return to the fecond attack* threw out againft theft 
two officers. ' Nikita Lebedef, the next in cOftimand to Mirovitch^ 
was ttie only perfon who perceived that the order was counterfeit* 
tdf and, though he did notaflift Mirovitch, he was afterwards pu« 
siihed for not difcovering the impadtion to the mifguided foldiers. 

and 



and had ftart^d out of bed. The prince, tboiigh 
without any weapon, and almoft naked, yet, ani* 
mated with defpair, made a vigorous defence ; he 
parried their i^epeated , thrafts; and, thoug^k 
pierced through the hand, « broke one * of their 
fwords, until overpowered and ftabbed in feve- 
ial places, he was difpatched by a wound in the 
4)ack. TheioflBcers immediately threw open the 
door, and, pbinting to the body of Ivan, ex- 
claimed, " Here is your emperor * !" Miro**^ 
vitch, beholding the dead body, ftarted back in 
an agony of fuiprize; foon, however, recoUe£i^ 
ing himfeif, he made nb other attempt; but re* 
turned with perfed compofure to the govemori 

' * Such was the account of this tiafifadiion, which I received' fxtMn 
the govetnoT'y hut I deem it a duty to infert a note from the earl 
of Buckinghamihire to the earl of Hardwickei which relates mom 
circumibuitia% the behavioilr of Miroyitcb* 

July i6th, 1764. 'i 
^ The officer then (after having ftabhed Ivan) produced the 
body to the lieutenant and his foldiecs, and told them they might 
now do with their emperor what they thought proper, fdifvitz 
tarried the *cdrps to the foot of the guards and Covered it with the 
cplours) and then, with all his fdklters, .proftrated himfeif befbre it^ 
andkifledthe hands; then taking off his own gorget, faih, and 
fwordy laid them by the body, and addreflihg himfeif to the colonel 
of Korgalow, who was then arrived, and pointing tb the-body^ toll 
him, ^ There is your emperor, you may do as you pleafe. Advei^ 
'fortune has blafted my deiign. I mourn not for my own fate, but 
for the mifery of tfiy poor fellow foldiers, the innocent viflims of my 
undertaking/' He then embraced the under officers, and fur« 
rendextd himfeif and his fddiers.*' 

' and 
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now jftwc^nuMidt*^ 

Qd ike foUowaoj^ cky, ihe hodj'oi lyan wm 
€zpo&d in a ihifiaiid plir of (kayets befi>re ilif 
guard 4iQtife ia Itfae forttfi^i trhittier ah iQiin^iii^ 
concortitfe of fdofie flk»ei&ed fimn alt qunrteRs. I 
Iras informed by a geatljsma&*, who was prefent 
0& the occafioki, that he found il isifioirible W 
4dcjibt the ammatad gdef iHbich appeared m 
the countenances, attitudes, ajuL expreifioas of 
liie people at the fightof a princ^ irbo. had once 
hoen &ated upon ithe throof , yrhoik miafortuinie 
oidy, and no crtn^^ had otrcafioned his: impn^^ 
fimmctitt and vdyofe iwetobed extfienfie had beoi 
prematurely clofed by the hand of viokmce. 
The concourfe at iaft being fo great as to ej^cite 
apprehfiufipBS of a tumult, the \>ody was wrap- 
ped in aiheep^'ikiB, putinto a cofl^i and buried 
in ananHaoLk chapel of the fortrels, wliich is now 
^kmoli^td. 

. • Acjcording to the information 1 received from 
thofis who had £een the body of Ivan, he waa«ii;a; 
feet In height, handfome. and athletic } he had 
Imall fiery eyes, lieddifh hair and beard, and a 
ipPmpIexioB^ uKicommouly fair^ though pallid 
iSrtMii confmement:': 
;^ Xhfc account of this wild enterprize^ ^d of 

f Mnil.ifmaWj., 

. ' lyan'tf 






Ivan's death, was forwarded to count Panin, to- 
gether with feveral copies of the manifefto^ 
found upon Miroyitch* It contained the mod 
tirulent abufe and dreadful imprecations againft 
the emprefs, who was reprefented as an ufurper 
of the throne of which Ivan was the lawful fo- 
vereign ; and the 'copies were to have been dif* 
tributed as foon as the prince ihould be refcued 
and brought to the capital. Count Panin dif^ 
patched immediate intelligence to the emprefi 
in Livonia; who commanded lieutenant-'general 
Weymar to repair without delay to "Schluflel^ 
Jburgh, to examine Mirovitch and his aflbciates^ 
iThis information, together with the confeffion of 
Mirovitch and his accomplices^, was laid before a 
committee coitipofed of five principal ecclefr* 
aftics, the fenate, and of other nobles high in rank 
andotfice. Mirovitch and his abettors, being 
temoved to I^eterflburgh, were examined at dif* 
ferent times before this committee, both fepa* 
rately and together ; and the refult of all thefo 
enquiries tended to ihew, that Mirovitch had 
not been inftigated to this attempt; but had ,, 
originally contiived the plot, and aAed through^* 
out the whole tranfadion folely from himfelf. 

During feveral meetings held on this occafion, 
Mirovitch aftoniihed the committee by his in- 
folent and undaunted behaviour ; at lajft, how- 
ever, he, was brought in fome meafure to a fcnfe 
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of his crime, by the reprefentaticms of the arcfc- 
>iftiop of Roltof, and fotir nobles fpecially de- 
puted for that purpofe, and being again exhort- 
ed to confefs if he had any affociates, he fivrnfy 
replied, " As a man devoted to die, I folemnly 
.declare, that my cohfeffioh contains all I know. 
I call upon the Almighty to witnefs the truth of 
this affertion, and denounce his fevereft venge- 
ance upon me in the next world, if I hare xnif- 
' reprefented any icircumftance, or concealed aay 
accomplice." Being coiivifted of high treafoli, 
he was condemned to lofe his head ; and thcbtt- 
dy, together with the fcaflfold upon which he was 
to fuffef, were ordered to be burnt upon the fpot 
The fentence was performed 6n the a6thiof 
.September, in the city of Peterfburgh. Miro- 
vitch walked to the place of exec ut km al^ng 
the ftreets, through aln innumerable concburfe df 
people, with an unconcerned air, and' fl^ady 
cowntmaiice. Having mounted the feaifold, he 

caft bis eves around him with a look of indiifer- 

■'it 

toce, then croffed bimfelf, and without utteria^ 
a fingle word *, laid down his head upon^ the 
block, and it. was fevered from his body at one 
ilroke. 
Mirovitch alone fuffered capitally^; his abet- 



; •It may not be improper to reitark^ that Mirovitch 
.^ggedt a9 has been falfely aiferted* 
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lors were fubjefted to different penalties, accord^ 
ijig to the degrees * of their guilt, i^iflcof, who 
was the moft criminal, was featenced to run the 
gaFuatlet twelve tames through a Ime of a thou-^ < 
fmd men, and his five aflbciates ten times ; they 
were thect condenmed for life to hard labour and 
impri&nment ; a fentence heavier tharf^dfeWi it- 
isifi It is needlefs to difcriminate the penalties 
impofed upon the others, which confifted chiefly 
lit; the gauntlet, in degradation, and in condem-* 
naition to ferve in diftant garrifons. It will bb 
&fficdentto abferve, that fifty-five delin<]^ents 
were involved in the guilt of Mirovitch : to 
thefemuft be added Calatkin and Tchevaridfef, 
who were convicted of holding treafonable con- 
ver&tioBSi with him ;. and; Nikita Lebedef, who 
was pUfoiihed. for not having undeceived thefol- 
diem, by expa»fing the falfity of the order forged 
fey Mirovitch. 

^ Such.are the principal £a6ls which I was able 
to: coUeft refpeftiag the, life; and death of Ivan; 
ami I^haV^e c^eavoured to ftate them with per- 
fect impartiality. The fame regard to truth prc- 
irants naefrom concealing reports indttiirioufly 
circulated, that the court not .only connivid at^ 
b*it. even Aacouraged the attempt of Mirovitch* 
The accufation is thus ftated. Orders were pre- 
vioufly given to Vlafief and Tchekin to deftroy 
Ivan, if any attempt to releafe him Ihould be 
; . :. ^^ likely 



lil^ely to fucceedf a^dfor the purpose of fumifh^ 
^ ing them with a pteteucr for dii|>atcbii^ hiin, 
Mirovitcb "Hra^ privately inftigated to focm a 
eonfpiracy m bl&favoiir. In.fuppcut of this accu-r 
£lttoii it ia ui^d : 1 . In the attack of Hira'^ 
^itch and hb party on the guards of .Iran, not 
one person either fid<3 ^^as cither killed or 
upeiundbd. s. The cooadttd; of MirQYitch on^br 
failiuse of hia projeS, his daring hehaviouF under 
hits tml, and Im cahi) compofure at thfg plaef. of 
»Lecutton> ar^ not^ on aay other fuppofition, tor 
be acf ounked for. 5. Qrdera were given ti» 
Vlaficf and Tchekiu for putting Iva^ to de^tb; 
aftd they were promoted for execnttinj^ thqfe 
orders. • 

1. With leipeA. to the firft.ailertkirn, we ma^ 
readily allow the fa6l to hai^e heen very extraeort' 
dinary, but hy no n^ana impscohahle. It ia at 
well-known circumflanGe, that in the ontflgirta 
of an army large bodies of Ugbt troops frequientr 
ly approach cloie to each others aju4 fire without 
fSM^. And if this fEeqnmti^ bappena . in the 
day-tiflie; tbepiobabiUty iafiill further. increa^ 
ed, when we cool^ei^ thai the rcpcounl;eir in 
ipMttLwti happened at two m the morning, and 
«a the nud& of a^^^l^ fi>g^- Noc is it eaitn^f* 

ordinary 

« Tke tmdi of tUs circumftanoe ba$ been errooeoufly called h^ 
^^Ufiftiwi ^^ ^ ^^S' soformed »t Scbluifblburgh,. ^t almoft everyr 
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ordinary that the cetttindj! of Ivan, who were 
but few, and feme of the(eJRe^ (h^lteted in the 
paflage, and others probably behind the pillars 
of the corridors, flibuld not bfe wounded by the 
mudom fliots of the aflailants, wavering ihth^if 
refolutioAs, ahd uncertain whether to comply 
with, of dHbbey, the orders 6f th*ir leaden 
With refpeft to the party of Mirdvitch, the whote 
number did not attack in a colle6li\T body; 
many of them continued at fotofe diftance ; and 
they were all fo alarmed at the UAexpe6ted re-' 
turn of th^ir fire, that they inftantly difperfed, 
and probably before all the ^ards had difcharg*- 
cd their ihulkets ; and as the guird confifted 
only of eight or ten, as the night was dark, and 
the area large, it cannot be deemed furprifing 
that they miffed the affailants. #To a perfon who 
has been upon tbe fpot, and examined the pofi- 
tkm- of the place^ thefe ibppofitions ait far from 
apptafiiig hnprobable ; where^, oh the other hand, 
if we conclude the whole to have been concerted, 
we muft aHbw that every i^ividual, on both 
ffdes, ^-as previoufty infortned that the attack, 
as wdl as defence, {hould b6 feigi^d : a cafe ill 
itfelf impoffible, thar a defign of fuch impor- 
tance, and the mode of accompliihi^g it, fliould 

S » 5 

morntng in fummer a fog precedes ftin-rife, lyhich is naturally ac- 
comAed for from the iituation of the ifland on which the foitrefs 
ftaAd«, 10 a marshy fy'fl^ and clofe to the largely kke in Evirope. ^ 

^ - r 3 be 
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be enlrufted to fo many, and thofe of no highcfr 
rank than/ common foldifers *. 

s. 'The fecpnd argiiment is drawn from the 
conduft of Mirovitth on the death of Ivan, dur- 
ing his trial, and at the plaee of execution. In 
regard to his behaviour on the death of Ivan, it is 
objefted, that, inftead of- attempting to mate 
any refiftance, he calmly, and of his own accord, 
delivered himfelf a prrfoner. To this it may be 
anfwered, that he had founded all his hoi>es ttf 
fiiccefs on obtaining poffeffion of Ivan's peribn;' 
the momenti, therefore, that thofe hopes were' 
fruilrated by the death of the prince, his fate was 
decided. He had great diffictilty in perfuading 
tl>e foldieb to make the fecond attack, whfen the 
prince was alive ; what afliftance, therefore, 
cou}d be expected from them when they knew 
that he wa^. dead? They had no other object' 
than toreleafe Ivan, and had even been unwiUing-r 
ly hurried on to favour that attempt. Could Mi- 
rovitch fuppofe that they would defpei'ately affift* 
hiiii in attacking the officers, and in forcing an 
efcape? And indeed wli;ither could heefcape? 
Jle CQuld neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs; 

• r 

» In reply to this argunjent, it las be.ea faid that the ca^itridgcs 
dlftribut^d to the foldiers on both lides w6re without balls j but no . 
authority has ever been adduced JQ fuppprt pj[this affection. If we. 
f.puld fiippofe that the rourder was committed intejuionally, bait- 
icartridgcs could nof hj^ye b^en withheld ftpm a motiye of huiiiani^y ^ 

nor 
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nor couUl he eafily withdraw from the ifland. 
He had, therefore, noother alternative than felf- 
deflruftion, or an immediate furrender. His 
preference of a furrender may be attributed to 
impulfe of the moment, or rather perhaps to the 
cool intrepidity of his chara^er. He had veii-». 
tared his life and fortunes upon one rifk of exr 
treme hazard, and when that failed him, he knew 
. and was prepared for the worft, and fullenly *e- 
figned himfelf to his fate. But after all, it is too 
much to expeft that we fliould juftify the con- 
duct of an enthufiaft, in the moment of difap- 
pointment and defpair, on the principles of found- 
judgment 2uid deliberate reafon *• 

His 



^f I:cannot m this place avoid citing a paffage from an anony- 
mpus author, who fuppoles a collufion between Mirovitch and the 
court : " Aprcs un fi noble exploit MefTrs. Wlafief & Tchekin 
jcttent le corps du prince aflaflin^ devant la porte 5 et par un efFet 
roir^oiileux Mirovltz, guine ^onnoiffbt alws ie prince Ivan que de nom^ 
lerecomoit dam ce moment pour fon empereur mn ohfiant le brouillard 
epms.^"* A ftrange obje6^ion ! as if, becaufe Mirovitch was not 
acquairttied with the perfon of Ivan, he ihould not know, or at 
leaft bdieve, tlie dead body to be his, when the guards cried out, 
" H?re isyqur emperor !" Could he conceive they had murder- 
ed an innocent perfmi, merely -with the view of deluding him ? 
And were not the doors of the apartment thrown open, and he at 
full liberty to (earch and fatisfy himfelf? Anotlier parage from 
tjie fanie author muft be mentioned for its glaring faliity: *<Le 
coup inattendu le frappa tellement, qui! temoigne Ton repcntir et 
^n affli61:ion a toute fa troupe, fe rend prifonnier 5 et de toutejk 
gardt qui ctoit complice du ni^me crime^ Im fed qui en ej le chef efi' 

F4 ' wrreti^ 
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Hi3 daring itifoleitce before the comibittee, 
and bis calm indifFerencg at the place of exacu^ 
tion, are, it is alleged, not to be accounted 
for, but, on the fupp6fition that he either 
endeavourc!d to prevent the idea of coHuiion, ot, 
becaufe he was fecure of pardon. It isfurmifed, 
therefore, that he was opiy to lay down his Kead 
on the block, and* a reprieve was to be ready at 
the place of execution^ To this I briefly anfwer, 
that it is not to be conceived by what promifes 
a man could poffibly be perfuaded to hazard 
jbimfelfin fo critical aftate. What could in* 
duce him to riik.hi^^ life under a momentary 
ftfoke, to be given or fufpended by a power in* 
terefted in his deftruflion? for the dead betray 
nothing ; and his death would preclude all dif- 
covery of fo infamous a tranfaftion^ And thde 
firan^ fuppofitions aiie advanced, as if no orf^bet 

mretif ft !ui fid m tfi fwdC' The leader wiU bo able to jttcig^ 
whether the ibldiers who affift^d Mirovitch were cijually guilty 
with him j and wjietber he was the only perfon arreftcd, and the 
wly perfon punifhed. The author of tlie above malevolent para* 
gra|Sh did not know, perhaps, that, by t^e laws of Raflia, capital 
|»eQalties are feldom indit^ed \ or tjia^t the af compli^ea of Mirovitd^ 
were feverely puniihed. We may remind him, that even in die 
rebellion of Pugatchef, that impoflor and four of his princi|>a] con^ 
^fbdtifrates were the only perfons who differed deaths the other r6- 
b&ls .wer&.loiootfd and condemned to har4 labour a)id iiivpri|bnn 
ment. The caufe muft be very bad indeed, when its defenders 
have recourfe to fuch frivolous objeftions, and fuch glaring falfc- 
hoods. Sec Pieces conceraant la iS4ort du Prince Ivan. ,. - 

was 
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.iira[s ever mndaunted during trial ; nor^ any ma* 
lefk6ior ever met death with finmie& and evea 
indifference. 

3. With refpecl: to the third argument, which 
refts on the previous orders to the officers Vla<i 
fief and Tchekin, their executidn of thofe ordena^ 
and promotion in confequenoe, I clearlj and d&t 
cifively" reply, that fuch orders were not peculiar 
to the guards of Ivan ; they are always given to 
ihoft who are appointed to fecure ftate-f rifonen 
of any cx>nfequence in Ruffia. During the whole 
l^ieign of Elizabeth, this precaution had alway9 
been taken ; and the orders Avere renewed, when-* 
ever the perfons entrufted with the care of Ivaii 
were changed. 

But, in fupport of this argument,. It is further 
alleged^ that the officers were too precipitate iq. 
^fpatchmg the prince; they might have ^coa«t 
veyed him to feme place of greater fecurity^j 
whenthe confpirutojrs had been repulfed in their 
firft onfet. But whither could they convey him ? 
they could, not conceal him in the fortrefs, or 
remove faim from the ifland. There could be no 
apartment iriore fecure than that in which he waa 
confined ; and even if they had attempted to re-r 
move Inm, tihe. fliortnefs of the interval ietweea 
the firft and fecond aflault would have prevented 
them/ The aflailants Inftantly returned as foon 
MS tl|e.forge4 order wa^^ read to them, aad they 

- returned 
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returned . with a loaded cannon. It follows, 
therefore, that the officers and ccntinels found 
themfelves incapable of refiftai)ce, and that 
Ivan muft have fallen into the hands of Miro- 
Titch ; they had, therefore, no othei^ alternative 
than to put him to death. Dreadful alternative 

^indeed ! bu> which they were obliged to era-» 
braCe, for the prefervation of the public tranquil- 
lity. If they performed tbeirduty in this emer* 
gency; the approbation of their fovereign, and 
their fubfequent promotion, were the natural, 
and, I even add, tliejuii confequences. 

But furely the Avhole conduct of Mirovitcli, 
his aflbciation with Ulhakof, their oath of fide- 
lity, the violent manifefto againft the emprefs, 
toaether with his treafonable intercourfe with 
Cafatkia and Tdievaridfef, are evident proofs,- 
that his defign was not feigned, that it originat- 

. ed from himfelf, and had been planned fonie 
time befoire an opportunity offered for its execu- 
tion. Ho fuppofe tliat the emprefs had formed 
the projedof dt;ftroying Ivan, that fhe employed 
Mirovitch as the inftrument, that ilie fecrctly 
promired him his'^rdon, that ilie fufrered him 
to go to the places of execution fully fecure of a 
reprieve, that flie there deceived him, that ihe 
punished his afl'ociates, of whofe criminality ihe 
was herfelf the imme diate caiife, imply fuch an 
abfurd complication of the ^afeft fraud and hor*^ 

« . rid 
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rid barbarity, that we ought not to liften to the 
imputation, were it founded even oh fome degree 
of probable conjefture ; whereas the arguments 
alleged amount only to mere furmifes and vague 
fuppbfltions ; and are totally refuted by the moft 
valid arguments-ahd indifputable teftimony. 

I cannot clofe this hiftory without annexing a 
fliort account of Ivan's family. His father An- 
thony Uhic was fon of Ferdinand Albert, by 
Antonietta Amelia, fitter of Charlotte Chriftina, 
who^ efpoufed the tzarovitch Alexfey, He was 
brother of Charles duke of Brunfwick, and of 
that/ diftinguiflied general prince Ferdinand. An- 
thony Ulric was born in 1 7'i 4 ; in 1 733 was be- 
trdthed, on his arrival at Petei-lburgh, to the 
' princefs Anneof Mecklenburgh, the prefumptive 
heirefs of the Ruffian throne. He ferved in the- 
campaign againft the Turks,  under general 
Munic, affifted at the fiege of Otchakof, and was 
a true Brunfwic for valour and fpirit of enterprize. 
On the Uth of July 1739, his' nuptials with the 
princefs Anne were celebrated with great magni- 
ficence. Oh the day of that ceremony, "  who 
would have imagined that their union would 
one day produce their greateft misfortune?" 
and that the prince was called into Ruilia, not 
^ to fliare a throne,*but a prifon, with his confort? 

The mother of Ivan, Elizabeth Catharine 

* Manflein*8 MemoirSi p. 348. 

fhiiiUaa, 
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. CkrilHna, was daughter of Charles Leopoldtlukc 
of Mecklenburgh, by Catharine Ivanoffta ; Ihc 
ira* bom in 1 7 1 8, and in 1 73 1 invited to Peterf-r 
bnrgh hf bcf aunt the enrprefs Anne. Having 
embraced th6 Greek religion, /he was rc^baptized 
by the name of Anne, afid efpoufed in 1 739 An-- 
tiiony Ulric. Soon after ihe birth of Ivan, fhe 
•uras not only eic eluded from th^ throne, but even 
^m any flittrft in thcf admiftiftration of affairs 
(fturiiig her fou's minority, by th6 intrigues of 
JSironj irho, ttpon the acceffion of Ivan, was dfe-r 
^red regeift. Having, by the affiftMice of count 
Munich fwrrefted Biron, the princefe Anur aflum* 
ed;the regency and title of great-duchefs, and 
was on the point of dedaring herfeif emptds, 
when EI«iabei& feixed the teig;ns of govern^ 

mart -• - •■ . '•^••■. - ' ^ •  ;' ';"* 

Upon that revoltitidft *his illuftrious fcbu|lte 
were fucceffiveiy confined ni ftigk, Duneiburid^ 
snd Oranienbamn : front theiice they Wi^rc re* 
loaoved to Solomonfkoi Oftrof, an iilind in'ifee 

^ Whitd Sea, and, finally, to Kolmbgbri, aTnialt 
|x>wn,fituatedin an iflandof the DHnfta, about ^ 
mHes from Archangel. Anne had four child^n 
by her hufl^and during their joint imprifonln6hV 
and died in child*bed at Kolmogori^ in March . 
} 746* Her body was brought to Peterlbufgh, 
and buried in the churqh of the' convent of St 

Alexander Neviki, 

# > , ........ 

Manfteiu 
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Manfiein * has vttil diuwti the ireak^caprici-* 
ous, and indecifive chara&er of the regent Anne ] 
who, "With a moderate degree « of firmne& and 
prudence, miglit have defeated the defigns of 
Elizabeth ; but an anecdote, recorded by BuU 
ching; will perhaps difplay, in the ftrongeft ligbt^ 
keor mild and indolent ch&rsi&cr. During hef 
eonfii^ement in the fjourtreft of Rig% the }mac0 
of BruniVick frequently blamed her for having 
disregarded the infonpation fhe.ditily receivedi 
concerning the attCAipts of the oppofite party : 
miQfs in p9iticniar he vehenKavtly; repnniched hM 
£oar r^&ing hi» 94vice to arreft EBsabeth, ad«« 
ding, ^' had that adirice been f<^oved> you and 
jfim fymily would not have b«en iiHrolvcd in 
your pi^elent misfortunes." ^ It may be fi^'? 
teturaed the princes, with great indifFerence } 
^' but I ibaU nerer repent of my conduft : and 
it is brtter ^ it. is^ . ti^i^ to have pirefeifved our fcH 
vereignXgr by iheddii^ a ddfugeiof bb)odt*'* 

.,]^dcs Ivan^ ihe left fouif ohildnen, two ibns^ 
and as many daiight^ip, who were confined wiili 
tiwir faJtheu at KolmogqrL . 

Anthony Ubio dkd kt i ?76, ill the 85th y^ar 
«f hia ^xrprifoiuMii^ and ia theiiad of his age, 

f Buf. Hfft. Mag. vol. t^ V* Pr ^^^^^^Z ^<ithls an^cdota 
from a fkvourite maid of honoi^r wko attended the regent in her 
eonfinfment, ' - 

He 
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He had beien long affii6led with the gout, and a 
year before his death was totally blind. 

The place of their confinement at Kolmogori 
was the bifliop's antient pakce and garden ; fe- 
parated on one fide from, tl^ cathedral by a 
iigh wall, and on the other furxbunded hy pa- 
lifadoes*. Within the enclofure, near the en- 
trance, was a barrack for the foldiers who guard- 
cd them^ coqimanded. by a /lieutenalit and three 
inferior officers. Another guard, commanded bj 
lieutenantKarikin, wasftationed in the epifcopal 
palace, in. which the illufirious prifoners were 
confined ; thefe two guards had no communica- 
tion with each other. 

The governor of Archangel kept the keys of 
the g9tes, aaid without his permiffioii no one;- not 
even the phyfician, if they were indifpofed, could 
venture to vifit them. From the windows of 
tfeeir hottfe they were^able to defcry, towd^rds the 
fi>uth-eafi:, a fmall turn of the river^ Dvina, and 
fowards the fouth-wefl:^. the high road leading, to 
St^ Peterfhurgh. They inhabited the apart]r»etit« 
on the ground-floor, which lead by a fmall flight 
of fteps into a garden, planted with a few birch, 
and containing a muddy fifli-pand, furrounded 
with avenues of trees. In this fifli-pond floated 
an old and crazy boat. They had the life of an 

« • 

• Bufching*8 Hift. Mag. V. a>. p. 418. 

old- 
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okl-fafliioned coachj drawn by fix horfes, and 
attended by the foldiers, in which they coul<^ 
drive backwards and forwards along an alley 
about a quarter yf a mile within the enclofure. 

Thefe illuftf ious prifonfers, whofe birth /entitled 
them to a better fate, faw no otlier perfons but 
their attendants ; had no other amnfemetlt than ^ 
to play at whift or ombre, and dared not read 
any thing biit books of prayer in the RuflTian 
lanfi;uaore, 

:Godovin,. governor oCArchangel, under whofc 
infpeftion they remained feventeen years, treated 
them with great negleft. He fuffered the houie 
and garden to fall into decay, furniibed an in- 
*difierent table, and gave no account of the 
ttjoney allotted for- their fupport. But in 1779 
they experienced a tnore favourable change of 
circumftances. Melgunef being difpatched by 
tike emptefe to divide the previncb of Arch- 
angel into two governments^ vifited the prifoiii- 
ers, and was moved with corapaffion at their 
forloflrn fituation. By his advice the.yourigeft 
prijicels , Elizabeth wrote to the emprefs, in an 
artiefs.aiid paliietiG manner, and laid before 
J^ier .Majefty an ajccount of their deplorable 
fituation* Catharine, greatly affe6led at thfe pe* 
ffuial, reftored them to liberty, and placed them 
under the protection of the queen-dowager of , 
Denmark. ' , 

By 
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By her orderj Melgunef prepared every thing 
for their departure ; and, at two o'clock in tb€f 
mornings on the S7thof June 1779^ releafed 
them from the prifon-houfe, and accompanied 
Hxern to Archangel. On their arrival in the* f^r- 
trcfs^ he informed them of the empreft's graci- 
ous intentions to fend them into Denmark. This 
Uni^peSted: news at firft filled thefti wth appre^ 
henfioiis j they miftmfted fomc hidden' danger^ 
and.expreffed a defire to remain at' Kolmogori, 
with ihe enjoyment of morp liberty. Bcit wheii 
Melgunef affured them, in the ftrongeft terms, 
of the goodnefe of the emprefs, delivered to 
them a valuable prefent of clothesj plate, and 
diamonds, and informed them, that they wohM 
be placed under the prot^6lion of the Iqueen* 
dowager of Denihark, their aunii j they buril 
into tears^ and, falling Upkm their knees, exprefled 
the varmeft gmtitude for this nnexpefted fa-^ 
irour, and offered up prayers to Heaven for their 
kind benefafirefe. 

On the 30th of Julie they went on boBid the 
frigate prepared for their Voyage, fet &it on the 
following night, aad/ after a paf&ge of thtee 
mcmths, tod being expofed to a violent t*fnpefti 
reached fierghen, iii Norway. There they em- 
barked on board a Daniili veffel, and landed at 
Flatftrand, on the coaft of Jutland. Being con- 
veyed to 'Aalberg, theyrenmined five days with 
A the 



•_ 
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tjie goy^raoiv count Often* , and from thence 
proceeded ,by eafy journieii) aiid fixed their refi- 
dence at Horfens,n,tOjyn of Jutland, fituatedat 
the e?:tremity of a ba)« of the Baltic, a few milea 
fr(?»i th€|; frontiers of Stefwic. . 
. Xli^niy.fi^ond to.ur-tQ_thefNfOrth,rin 1754^ X\ 
p^j^^-v^y travels to Ugriem, from, a deiire to 
pay >ny reipeas .to. tbefc iUuftrio.yift pigrfowges. 
On our aa^ival *we waiU|d'(>n the pi;iticipal c^cer. 
attep4^Qt;on the I^uflOian prijices, ^nd requeiled 
to have the 'hoixourqfb^Hg preleiijb^. /..We re- 
qeived a £iLyoura|ile j^nfirer ; but \vl^en ^e ex- 
p.#6te4 9W reqiieft tQ.be4«)T2^pili§4-witJi^,weiWere^ 
put off >y^itlTyafiovi^:^€ji^&.: , W§;4l^f}.»qt,know, 
until we were infornaftd %j M?. G\x\d^pj^,wk9V^ 
w JtvKi the hon<»j«,QCf«*Pg^ti Av»lxun/5,rthat; by 
tejal o|Tier&ftpjntl|e,cQUidt.«^Penniwk»no &- 
reigBters AKCfq ^pre(iE|iite^ ^o. ; them. .Tfeny were. 
c<jafer .^cpcjiqpanied .bx.,>:,R^iaa kdy^ and a 
pvipStim^ ,hisf,vijfe.e,.iJ%)ra their ,igB»?F»nce- of, 
any -language but the-Ri^ian, ai|i4 their. inatu« 

Uly. tff,;pftiivp?fe- withi JPOft -of ithofe wJv) ;Vere 
plfbcc^ ?J^ut:t;bemfton!thisir fir ft arrival at .Hor-< 
i^^th^y appei*re4 eyen to regret tbi^ir pr iibi? aft 
Koln^^gpi^i* . But th^y we^e fopn, reconcil^dj 41^ 
l^came quj^te 4f lighted with.t^e chas^^ in .tbeiiT. 
§tu^tw>5u. . : ^ ..... 

i^ I recmed' thefe partkkilara fVoiil «Qulit OUteix Itioii^^lf^ wltotn I 
iliet at Copenhagen^ ^ : , , : ,./ . .. . , . 

. vox.Mii. e They 
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They am i)iill a kind of (kte prifoHers, thotsgb^ 
in comparifon witii -their fiirmer fituafiotii they 
may be faid to efgoy pefftiSl liberty. They never 
go out Without attei)fdt(iit»^ aftd.have not yet 
been pennitted to vifit any family in the town, 
. The gates of theh* hotife or piinctj-m it is catted^ 
are carefully elofed m^kt^r atteti, arui^iii4ktiA'' 
naer at etevei^. They amufe themfehres li^ith 
reading', playtn^g at blHiand!^ catd^, ridings and 
walking ;* they walk much about the towid^ and 
in the envito^*, and drive out in carriages* The 
princey ctftett ride, partic^larty Alexiiy , - srho ia 
ibnd of tlttt)e^cife, and ia faid lo be expert. 
^They not llnfitquently pay vifits isa the country, 
jtnd.dine ^itbr ^e nftightK)urlftg' femilies. • 

The nam^ <rf '- thefe defeefidlftfitd of thle fmpe- 
jiil family, an^, Catharine, bbrri July «6, l74i, 
Peter, bOfti March «*, 174*, .AtexSy, bSra 
March Ty i74<^^ of wllbm Anrie died ik chBd^ 
bed. Thi* |>rifice is HRnce jfead, » fiHlaabeih; 
the yourtgeft fiiler, w^sf a woman: of hi]^ fpirit 
and elegant manners. On being releafed, ihe 
trrote a Mter of th^liikS) \t&^ the ^etnprefa, fo 
yfA\ eKpreflW, as. to excite admiratioit.^ Her 
ftther is feid to bav^ fnftm^lied her; hiA ibt 
ISktwift obtaified eonfiderable information from 
feveral officer* who were her guards^ and wbom 
fte* conciliated by her captivating' manners. 
On her arriyal at Horfens ihe pofieffed por« 

tmita 
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traits of her father an4 mother^ and had even 
contrived to procure a rpuble of her brother 
Ivan, (Iruck in his fliort reign. She alone, of 
her brothers and fifters, could fpeak a little Ger* 
nnu^. and ferved as an interpreter between them 
aad prince Ferdmand of Brunfwicic, who more 
thai% once vifited his nephews and pieces. She 
is reported to have died of chagrin; biit, as far 
as I coiiid colieft, her death was occaiioned by 
fc violent fever^ whic^ was foon attended with a 
iielirium, and hurried her to- the grave on the 
fixteenth'dayofher illnefa. . • • ' 

;But th<lugh we were nnfuccefsful in our at* 
tempt to he prefented, wo^ did iwrt quit Horfens 
without &eing itbeir perfons; as on the day af* 
ter onr arrival there was a great fair, and many 
people were ^{fembled in the matket-place, the 
prmces -frccpiently appeared at the windows of 
their palace. Thepriniefs feemed pale and thin, 
the princes were about llie middle fize, fair com** 
plexioned, with firong features, light haar, and 
cxprefiive fcyes* 

As I bebeld thefe auguft defcendants of the 
tzar I van^ I feltextmme fatisfaflion, in refleSing 
that they were enlarged from the precin6ls of a 
Rifflian ptifon; and admired the humanity and 
magnanimity of Catharine the Second, who^ 
above the fu%icions of ftate-jealoufy, rel^fed 
jgrom %, long confinement perfons whofe parents 

« £ had 
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had died in.prifoii, whole brother had once filled 
the Ruffian throne, and clofed his unfortunate 
life by the hand of violence. • . * ::. . 

H-aving had ' frequent occafion to men'tion 
cDuilt Munic^ Ifliall here throw together a few 
anecxlotes of that extraordinary man, \i'ho en- 
joyed . the favour of 'five fovereighs, who« -at- 
tained, at one period of his life,, the higheft ho* 
nours, and at anotlier was doomed to a rigorous 
confinement of twentv vears, which he fuftaihed 
with an unbroken fpirit*: 

Coiftit Burchard Chriftopher Munic, fon of. a 
Danilh oflficer, was bom at Ne^v-Huntorf, in the 
county of Oldenburgh, oniheothof May^ 1683; 
He received an excellent education, and, in the 
t7th year of his age, entered int<) the ierviee of 
the Landgrave of Heffe-Darmftadt, who, aiiac4 
couijt of his knowledge in tadics, conferred 
on him the i-ank of captain. He ferved his firft 
campaign in 1701, when the emperor Jofepli 
commanded againfi: the French; and was pre- 
fent at the fiege of Landaw. In 17 05 he waij 
employed as a major by the Landgrave of 
Heffe-Caffel; and improved himfelf in the art 

t 

^ • • I have chiefly extrafted this account from the Life ^f Count 
XlunlCy by Bufching, who was intiiiutely acquainted with him ; I 
have been ehabled to add a few anecdotes, which I obtained from 
unquestionable authority. See Lebens Gefchichte Burchard Chri* 
ftophs von Muenich. In Buf. Hill* Mag. III. p. 389 10336. 

of 
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of ^var under the duke of Marlborough and 
prince Eugene. He diftinguilhed himfelf for his 
cool intrepidity in feveral engagements and 
ileges, and particularly at the battle of Malpla-r 
quet, when, in recoinpence for lus bravery, he 
Araa made lieutenant-colonel. Being, in 1712, 
dangeroufly wounded at the battle of Denain, 
he was taken prifoner by the Frenchy and fooij 
after his releafe, in the enfuing year, raifed to 
the command of a reoimeut. 

In 1716 he quitted the Heffian, and entered 
the Pohfli fervice, under AUguftus II. and was 
foon promoted to the rank ^ of major-general ; 
but, in 3 721, being infuKed by count Fleming, 
the king's favourite, he went into Ruffia, and 
W43 received in the molt honourable manner by 
Peter. Being charged by that great monarch 
with the execution of feveral important trufts, 
both civil and military, he fuccefllively filled the 
high^ft. polls in the army and ftate. He was cre- 
ated marftial by the emprefs Anne, and placed 
at the head of the Avar department; he obtained 
the command pf the anny againft the Turk^, 
and proved his military talents by his fuccefle$ 
in the campaigns of 1737 and 1738. 

Soon after, the death of the emprefs, he ad- 
vifed, planned, and executed the arreft of Biren, 
8tnd wa^ vew^rded by the regent Anne ^vith the 

G 3 . ' office 
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ofli^ce of prime minifter. But as he was difcon- 
tented at not being appointed generaliffimo, and 
as his power and ambition gave umbrage to the 
court, he requefted permiffion to refign tiis em- 
ployments, and was aftbnjflied at the readinefs 
with which.his retjueft was granted; Iiiftead of 
repairing to the Pruffian court, to which he was 
ftrongly invited, he imprudrently remained in 
Huffia, flattering himfelf with the hopes of be- 
ing re-inftated in his former dignity, oxjid was 
arrefted on the 6th of- December, I74i, by or- 
der of Elizabeth. The ofteniible reafoa of his 
difgtace Was, that he had perfuaded the emprefs 
Anne to nominate Ivan her fucceflbr; but the 
real caufe, as I was informed by a pcrfou of ve- 
racity, who received it from count Munic him- 
felf, .was that, by order of that empj*efs, he had 
taken into cuftody one of Elizalxith's favou- 
rites. 

^Munic was brought before a committee ap- 
pointed to examine the ftate-prifoners. Being 
fatj^ied with repeated queftions, and perceiving 
ihe determination of his judges to find him 
guilty, lie faid to them, " Didate the anfwers 
which you wifh me to. make, and I will fign 
them." The judges immediately wrote down a 
confeffion of feveral charges, which being fob- 
fcribed by Munic, his mock-trial was concluded. 

Being 
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Peing thus cbnvi^ed of high treafon, he was 
corMlemn^d to be quartered; but his fentence 
W9S changed by Elizabeth to perpetual imprifoa* 
meat. For the fpace of twenty years, he was- 
cQii£ned at Pelim in Siberia, in an ' ofirog, or 
pri&n, of which, according to Manfiein, he had 
himfelf drawn the plan, for the reception of 
Biren. It was an area enclofed with high pali- 
fadoes, about I70 feet fquare; within which was 
a wooden houfe, inhabited by himfelf, his wife, 
iMi4 a few fervanta, and a fmall garden, which 
he cultivated with his own handjs. He received 
a daily allowance of 1 ^ i^ . for the maintenance 
of hin)felf» his wife, and domeftics; which little 
pittsmce he increaied by keeping cows, and feU 
ling part of their milk, and by occafionally in- 
truding youth in geometry and engineering. 
JJe behaved, during his long confinement, with 
the utraoft refignation, tranquillity, and even 
cheerfuUvefii. He was accuftomed every day at 
dinner to drink to his wift,. " a happy return tq 
Peteribur^h." He had prayers twice a day, 
from eleven to twelve in the morning, and from 
fixtofeven in the evening; they were read in 
the Giprman tongue by his chaplain Martens, ^ 
who dying in 1 749, the count himfelf afterwards 
performed the fervice, Beflde the culture of his 
garden, and the hours he paffed in giving in* 
^i|6tion, l^e found fufficient leifure for compof- 

9 i ing 
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' ing hymns; for tranflating feveral pfelnis and 
prayers into German verfe; and for wtitittga 
treatife on the art of war, which he propofed, 
if releafed from his confiacment, taprcfent to the 
king of Pruffik. In the latt year of liis impri- 
fonment, a centinel inforriiing agiinft Munic*s 
fervants for fupplying him with pens 'and paper, 
the count, in order to prevent difcovery, was 
ohh'ged to deftfoy all his writings, th^ aniuf<^. 
ment and labour of fo many folitary years. • : 
He had always fupported himfelf with the exr 
peflation of recovering his liberty at the acceffion 
of Peter the Third ; but he was no fooner inform- 
ed of that evenf, than, with the agitation natural 
to a perfon in his flate, he began to^ di'^ad that hi^ 
cxpeftation was ill-founde^. HefufFefed, during 
feveral weeks^ the moft alarming anxiety, perpe- 
tually fluftuated between hope and teftr, and oftea 
declared that thefe few weeks appeareel to him 
mucji longer than all the former years of his coh- 
finemeat. At length, . on the morning of the 
11th of February, 1762, the long-expefted mef- 
fenger arrived from Peterfburgh with the order 
for his relcafe. Muinic, who happened to be eur 
gaged in his prayers, did not perceive him; and 
his wife made figns to the meflenger not to dif- 
turb her hufband. Being informed of his re^ 
call, he was fo aiFe6led as to faint awav ; but foQU 
recovering, he fell down upon his knees, and, in 

. the 
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the moft fervent manner, offered up his thanks 
for this change in his iituation. On the 19th 
he departed from Pelim, and, on the 24th of 
March, arrived at Peterlburgh, in the fame flieep- 
fkin drefs which he had worn in his prifon. Oh 
the 3 1 ft he was admitted to an audience' by the 
emperor * : Peter, after hanging rovnd Ws .Heck 
the order of St. Andrew, and r^ftoring him 16 his 
antientrank, faid to him, "I hope that yo'iir 
advanced age will ftill permit you Wfynre tnt:' 
—"Since your majefty," replied the count at 
the conolufion of a long fpeech, " has raifed mc 
from darknefe into light, and recalled me from 
Siberia to proflrate ijiyfelf before your throne, I 



f An account of his firft appearance at court is contained in a 
letter from Mr. Keith to the earl of Bute, dated, April 2/1 3, 1762. 

*.* Marihal Munic was prefented to the emperor laft Sunday morn- 
ing, and in the eveniii|^ the duke of Courknd and he appeared to- 
gether at court'with their ribbands, and were both treated by hU 
Imperial majefty with jjreat marks of diftinftion. It was really an 
affecting fcene, to fee thofe two refpeftable perfons, after having 
 (urvived fo long a courfe of misfortiuies^ appear again, at their age, 
jat a court where they had formerly made fo great a figure, and to 
fee them, that being their firit- interview, converfe together with 
great" civility, and without any appearance of that animofity and 
jealotofy, which had drawn all their nnhappinefs upon them. ^The 
duke of Courland*s two fons are both made major-generals, and 
count Munic is declared iirft veldt marflial,' prince George of Hol^- 
ftein having) in a very handfome manner, quitted the pas to him. 
The emperor, to compliment him, gave for the Parole that even- 
ing, Vi*ue le premier «veldt marjbal de Rufie, Xhe dUke of Courland 
is in the 72d year of his age,and count Munic in the 79th of his. 

fliall 
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!&all always be moft willing to expofe my life in 
your feryice. Neithei; a long banifliment from 
the throne of majcfty, nor the climate of Siberia, *• 
h^ye been able tp damp, in the fmalleft deg;ree, 
th^t fire which formerly ihone ivith fucbf luftre 
for the interefts of the Ruffian empire, and tb* 
iglory of its fovereign." 

Munic enjoyed the favour, and prote^ton of 
l^eter and Catharine, and died on the l(>th of 
i)&^n 17£Z> in the Cjth yeaj vfhh ^ge» 
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CHAP. 3. 



IinfK>flors who afTumed the name of Peter the Third, particularly 
Pugatchef. — ^His origin and hiftory.-^State of the RuHian fe5bi« 
ries, and the mutiny of the Co(Iacst)f Yaitik favour hit re« 
bellk>n.-»He afliimes the otuaaEter of Peter the Third^-<-Col* 
k&3 an irregular army.— 'His progrefs.-— Barbarity.— •WeaJuieit 
and ill -condu6l.— Repeated defeats, and efcapes, fubfequent ap* 
pearance*— Finally routed.— 'Betra y ed by hit ad]iereat8v*»£xe* 
cyjiifd at Mofcow. 



A XTHOUGH the i>ody of Peter. IIL was 
-^^^ expoiS^d to public view in tlie convent of 
Alexander Nevflci ; yet feveral impoftors flaited 
up in the difiant regions' of the Ruffian empire, 
and paifed for that unfortunate monarch. 

The firft was a flioe- maker of Voronetz, who 
appeared under the name of Peter, a few year^ 
before the rebellion of Pugatchef; but he wai 
fo,6n taken and executed. 

Xhe fecond was a deferter from the regiment of 
Orlof : his name was Tchernichef, and he rofe in 
1 7 70, in the fmall village , of Kopenka on the 
frontiers of Crim Tartary, as a corps of troops 
was marching through that place. Some dif- 
fenting prfefts, having fubomed a number of 
^tbllowers, raifed him upon the altar of the cjhurch, 
and were preparing to acknowledge him; but 

the 
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the colonel of the regiment repairing to. the 
church at the head of a ftrong guard, took iiim 
from the altar, and Je4him to immediate execu- 
tion. 

A third was a peafant belonging to the Vo- 
rontzof family, who deferting from his village, 
engaged as a coilimon CoiTac amo^g thofe who 
are fettled upoA the Volga at Dtibof ka. A body 
of thefe Coflacs. marching in the fpring of 1772 
froiii. Tzaritzin to join the Ruffian army, he ^f- 
fcmbled them in a fmall poft-houfe, fituated in 
the lonely defart between the Don and' the 
Volga, ia^nd dectiu-ed brmfelf Peter the ThiM. 
Having perfuaded them to falute him -emperor, 
aK(H take the oath of allegiance, he appointed f^- 
yeral officers of. ftate. A few hours aftec this 
tranfaftion, the commander of the troop unexr 
pc6iedly arriving, confounded the foldiers by his 
ptefejice, feizpd the impoftor by the hair, and 
with the affiftance of the aftoniflied Cpffacs, 
bound and conduced him a prifoner to Tzarit- 
zin. During liis trial the inhabitants, excited by 
falfe reports qf his followers, rofe in his favour, 
and were not without great difficulty djlperfed 
}yy the commander colonel Zipletof. The im- 
poftor being, conveyed tQ an iflandpf the Volg^^ 
was knooted to death, , 

About the fame time a malefador, who had 
^een^ tranfpoited to Irkutfk, made ^ fniijlar at:r 

tempt^ 
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tefflpty and ^vpxi :>gametl over an officer vrho haA 
a penfion»froiiitheocrown; but his fecret tcing' 
difcoTcred, iiewaaralfo put todeath. ■» •• i 

YfenieHca Pugatbhef TiaTroMrly efcaped* thi 
feme '£ite at ^ra^rfe ?ippearance* « •  Thi»)exlrato« 
dinaipy man, fon of the:£ouac; Jvan Eugatdtei^^ 
iras: HBorn at Simwmflc, a » village on the .Do^^ 
He was d: coramdn Coffac in the war agaiirft'ths 
^ing.iof Pruffia, andibrved Hk^wiie during the 
campaigri 'of' . 1 7 et> Hgairtfrj tile Turks. ' ' He' was 
afc the* fiege / of Bender ; and i oa >thc furrendeii of 
the.town,i;demajule(^ his difthitli^n/ which boiiig^ 
frfufed, lie^deferted land, fled iirto Poland: her 
was. there concealed by foihe ' herxnits of the 
Greek religfon^ andiafterward^, fu^ported himfelC 
by" begging alms in the town of Dubranka*' 
From; thence he repaired to the colonies in Little 
Rufiia, and continued among the fe^huries, whop 
are there eftabliflicd in great numbers; but ap- 
prehenfiveof difcovery, he went to the principal 
fettieinent of the Co0acs of the river Yaik \ 
and perfuaded feveml to accompany him to Ku- 
ban. Being arretted at Malekof ka for treafon- 
able 'Con verfation , he was fent for trial to Cafan : 
where the indolence of the governor, and the 
delays in bringing him to juftice, gave him sltL 



• In order to extiiiguiih all remembrance of this rebelli<?n, the 
river Yaik is now called Ural, Yaitfk, Urallk,- and the Coflacs of 
the Yaik, the Uralian CplTaci. 

opportunity 
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<i^K)itunity of escaping Irith a prieft, trho pri- 

mabdy ftrmifhed! him with moaey ibr iatoxicat- 

ing the ccntiDck* He then-.lreiit down the 

Vdga; and up the lirer Irghis into Hit defert ; 

lUMi.liot >tongv afterwsu-ds ftppcarad uiider th^cha- 

KiOer of Eeter, at the head of nuinefo;iis infar-^ 

gentik. The peculiar citciuimilOTces which ferved 

taifprtnour his -lentei-priee were derived from th6 

wlig^ous prgudices lof ithe Ru|iiaa diffeatcra^ 

mdA the mutiny bf ^die! iCoflkcs of the Yaik. 

luThe fiiifliaii'diiBsnters, xalled by the efUhivfh" 

(A mhurch 'Ro/kdlniki or feparatifls, xliftinguiih 

thenifelves iby the r&an^ of ^Siaroverjhi, oriicSd 

bdievera* ' Thefe ferries have been ftecjuently 

perfecuted, pMticiii^y under: Peter I. who. com^ 

pelledithem topay dt^ble taxes, and weat a 

bidge of diftin6tian. Perfecutiony however^ 

cmiy tended to ihcreafethefa* numbers ; aadjthcy 

ate ftiil numerous in Siberiar and among the 

Coiiacs in the government of Orcuburgh, wheie 

the refaelhoh of Pugatchef firft broke ouL They 

eonfid^r the fervice of ;the cftabhllied church ai 

pra&iie ancj facrikgioos f they have their own 

prieib ami ceremonies; ^nd Pugatchef artfully 

avaiiod himfelf of their religious opinions^ whijchi 

he profeiTed to efpoufe and prote^ 

The mutiny of a large body of Coflaes ope- 
rated no lefs in favour of Pugatchef. The Cof- 
iacs of the Yaik^ 4efceaded from, thofc of the 
• l>on, 



tkm^ tre a valiaAt race, enthnfiaXb for the 9it^ 
tient fitualf and prbuig their beards almoft ^aat 
to their liven; they are rich from tl]Kir confider^ 
able fiflieries of fturgeons; they have alfo ac* 
qaired a ipirit :of independence by being iita- 
ated in a defert between the Cahnucs and tho 
Rirghefe^ who are continually at rariance witlt 
€ach other, and often with the CoBacs them* • 
fi^lves. During the war with the Turks in 1 77 1, 
fome recriHts were required of th^e Coiiiu^ for 
a cd!|w of huifiMTs ; their beards were ordered to 
be ihaven; and as they oppofed this infiinge^ 
ment of their liberties, major-general Trauben^ 
berg,- a iivonian officer, ;irho was fait at the 
head of a few foldiers to Yaitik to quell the tn-^ 
Biuit^ imprudently commanded the recruits to 
be publicly ihaven in the midft of the town. 
The inhabitants, irritated by this wahton in^ 
fult^ rofe in arms, wounded feveral officetB, maf« 
^cred the geneiral and the <:hief of the Coflocs, 
and brok\e into open rebellion. In fpring, ge« 
neral Freyman forced Yaitfk, captured feveral 
ringleaders of the mutiny, and garrifoncd part 
of bis troops in the town. Many of the rebels 
made their efcape, and, retiring inbd^ the defert^ 
chiefly reforted to the marlby groundi^ about tite 
kke Kamyih-Samara; where they derived a fub^ 
fifience from ^ing, and ihooting wild boa^r^- 
tnd were fupplied by their relations with brea4 

and 
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and pTQvifions. By thefe means this defperate 
troop fupported theinfelves«during the fpace of 
* two years ; until Pugatchef made his appearance 
nmorig them* 
. Qn- his efcape from prifon, Pugatchef went fe- 
cretly to Yaitik about the miiddle of Aiiguft, 
177S ; where he gained over a num^jer of fol* 
lowers among J^he people, who' were enraged 
againft the garrifon, and had fliewn a ftrong dif- 
pofition to reyolt, when a report- was circu- 
lated that a new emperor was coming amongft 
ihem ; a report probably occafioned .by the firft 
appearance of Pugatchef in theie parts. Ob* 
tainingy at Yaitfk, intelligence of the late muti- 
ny, he followed the deferters; and having, in 
Oftobpr, found a large body employed in fifhing, 
informed them that he was the emperor, and 
had made his efcape from prifon, where perfons 
were fuborned to aflaffinate him ; he added, that 
the rumour of his d^ath was only a fiftion in-^ 
vented by the court, and that he now threw 
himfelf under their prote6tion. 

Pugatchef did not bear -the fmalleft refem 
blance to Peter ; but founded his hopes of gain- 
ing belief on the diftance from the capital, on: the 
ignorance of the people, on their afiual infurrec- 
tion, and, above all, on their attachment to their' 
religious prejudices. Few arguments, being ncr 
ceffary to win over tiiqfe Coffacs, already in a 

ftate 
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ftate of rebeliiDn, they unanimoufly faluted him 
emperor, and offered to nicrifice their lives in his 
defence* With thefe, and other bodies of Cof- 
facs, whom he found equally inclined to foUo^r 
his ftandard, he made his firil expedition to the 
new Polifli colonies lately eftabliflied on the 
river Irghis; where he gave no pf oof of^his fubfe- 
quent barbarity, defpoiling the inhabitants of 
nothing but arms and horfes. He then prefent- 
ed himfelf before Yaitfk ; and after ineffedually 
fummoning the governor to furrender, gave or- 
ders for an immediate^ affault. Being repuifed, 
by the intrepidity of the garrifon, he blockaded 
the place with a view of reducing it by famine ; 
but his attempt was fruflrated by the refolution 
of the governor Rendfdorf, and the incredible 
perfeverance of the garrifon, who refufed to ca- 
pitulatCj although they were fo far ftreightened 
for want of provifions, as not only to eat their 
horfes, but even to feed upon leather. This ob- 
ftinate refiftance protrafted the fiege, until Yaitfk 
was relieved. 

r m 

Pugatchef, baffled in this enterprise, was more 
fuccefsful in his future operations : he led hif 
followers againft the Coffac colonies of Ilets, 
affaulted and carried, without oppofition, the 
fortreffes of Rafypnaya and Ofernaya, attacked 
Tatifcheva, where he met with greater refiftance ; 
bVit as the fortifications were only of wood, he 

VOL. III. H fet 
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fet fire to them, and forced the plaop.v A body 
of troops fcnt againft him from Orenburg, under 
colonel Bulof, partly through weaknefs, and part- 
ly through mifconduft, was overpowered. Ano- 
ther corp»% who, in order to join the former, 
marched from Simbirflc up the Samara, under 
the command of colonel Tcherriichef, arrived toa 
late. Deceived by parties of Pugatchef 's fol- 
lowers, they were drawn into the defiles near 
Tchernoretchiufk, and fo fuddenlv befet, that 
they were incapable of making refiftance. In 
all thcfc aftions, the officers who fell into Pugat- 
chef 's hands, were indifcriminately maflkcred ; 
and the common foldiers were either made pri- 
foners, oi? joined the • rebels. His army being 
coniider£lbly augmehted by thefe fucceffes, he 
ventured to befiege Orenburg, where the gover- 

m 

tior had not force fuflficient to defend the fortifi* 
rations ; and the town would ha vie been inevita- 
bly taken, had not the garrifon of Krafnogorik 
thrown thenVfelves into the place by forcing their 
way through the befiegers. 
• The r€p6rt of Pugatchef 's progrefs being dif- 
Geminated, the Bafchkirs, a people ulifettled un- 
der the Ruffian govemm^nt, declared foi: the 
impoftor, and joined him in large bodies r their 
example was followed by m^ny Ruflian colonifts^ 
particularly by the peafants employed in the 
^ xufne* 
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mines and ffiundcries of the Uralian mountains *• 
Thefe forces he either employed in the fiege of 
Orenburg, before which town hp fpent part of the 
winter in a6ls of wantonnefs, drunkennefs, and 
cruelty, or fent them to coUeft mbney from the' 
founderies, and to caft copper guns, and balls. 
This winter he received a powerful reinforcement 
by the junftion of 1 1,000 Calmuc horfe from the 
neighbourhood of Stauropol, who revolted and 
killed their commander, brigadier Veghezak. 
Strengthened by thefe acceffions, his troops rov- 
ed ovei* the whole mountainous diftrift of Oren- 
burg, where only the fmall town of Upha madfc 
the leaft refiftance. He was even advancing to 
Catharinenburgh, where he would have found 
eopper coin to the value of j^. 9,00,006; but a de- ' 
lay, occafioned by a iulfe report that a fuperior 
force was marching againft him, fortunately af- 
forded time to colleft ' the foldiers ftationed ou 
the Siberian frontiers, and cover the place. 

The people were fo greatly attached to the 
caufe of Pugatchef, that he never waiited provi- 
fions or forage. Colonel Michaelfon, to whofe 
fpirit and aftivity the defeat- of Pugatchef was 
principally owing, fuddenly entering a large vil- 
lage at the head of his corps, the inhabitants, 
taking him for the impoftor, flocked about 
his ftandard; and exclaimed, "We have long 
expefted your majefty's prefenceas that of a 

* The Urallan mountains abound in copper mines. 
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god * ! " The colonel obferved before each houfe 
a table fpread i^'ith bijead, milk, honey, and other 
provifions, for t^e purpofe of regaling the fol- 
lowers of Pugatchef, which were unwillingly re- 
figued to the imperial troops. 

At firft Pugatchef affefted the appearance of 
uncommon fanftity : he frequently wore the epif- 
copal drefs, gave benediclions to the people, re- 
nounced all ambitious views for himfelf, and ex* 
prcffcd a refolution that, as foon as he had raifed 
Ills fon the great-duke to the throne, he woul4 
again retire into the monaftery, in which he had 
found an afylum. He was alfo a6tive and enter- 
prifmg, eager to fignalize his arms, and ready to 
-feize every advantage which the fituation of the 
enemy prefented ; but incapable bf fupporting 
with equanimity his rapid fucceffes, Jie began to 
confider all further diflimulation as unneceflary ; 
and his natural temper broke out into the nloft 
unwarrantable excefles. He maffaqred, with the 
moft favage barbarity, all the officers and nobles 
who were brought before him ; ancl openly avoM'- 
ing an intention of exterminating the whole 
Ruffian nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age. 
His condu6i; was as imprudent as it was barba- 
rous. Though already married to Sophia, the 
daughter of a Coffac, by whom he had three 

children, he efpoufed a common woman of 

•1 

• This anecdote I had from colonel Michaelfon himfelf. 

Yaitflc 
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Yaitik, <klayed his march againft the etveniy for 
tHe celebration of his nuptials, and exhibited 
continued fceneiS of intoxication and riot. 

He was fupported by no perfons of rank or 
confequencc ; but, to impofe upon his army, 
fome of his moft confidential adherents aflumed 
the names of tlie principal Ruffian nobles, and 
wore the orders of knighthood. By a fignal to 
his attendants, he ordered all the German officers 
who were brought into his prefence, to be maf- 
facred, in order to prevent his ignorance of 
their language from being obferved by his fol- 
lowers, 

Ikiring thefe tranfaftions, general Bibikof, 
advancingat the head of a very confiderable ar- 
my, detached his liiajor-gcneRl, prince Peter 
Galitzin, againft the rebels, who furprifed Pu- 
gatchef with his whole force near Tatilcheva, 
and worfted him for the firft * time. lie was 
clofely purfued and overtaken by prince GaHt^in 
near Kargula, upon the river Sakma^a, about the 
diftance of twelve miles from Orenburg ; he 
was completely routed, his troops w^re djfperfcd, 



 This firft defeat of Pugatchef himfelf in perfon happened on 
the 2 3d of March, but on the 2ad, colonel MichaeKbn, with only 
||00O troops and fix cannon, had routed his general, who called 
himlelf colonel Tchemichef, at the head of 16,000 men, and took 
42 cannon and eight mortars. Pugatchef offered a reward of 
joo^poo roubles for the head of colonel Michaelfbn» 

H 3 and 
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and he liiinfelf, with a few followers, iiarrowly 
efcapedinto the Uralian mountains. Notwith- 
ftanding this difconifiture, he coUefted his feat- 
tered men, and foon re-appeared with a formida- 
ble force on the Eaft fide of the mountains. He 
carried feveral fmall fortreffes, and burnt Troitzk ; 
biit being attacked by lieutenant-general de 
Colm, was obliged to retreat a fecond time inta 
the mountains. ' 

 

Rendered defperate by thefe repeated defeats, 
and defirous of again fignalizing his arms by 
fome brilliant exploit, he fu^denly dire6led his 
march towards Cafan, committing in his pro* 
grefs the moft dreadful devaftatioris. Having 
burnt the fuburbs, he laid fiege to the citadel, 
whither major-general Paul Potemkin the go- 
vernor, and all his attendants, had retired. 
Forced to raife the fiege, by the approach of co- 
lonel Michaelfon, at the head of only i,20Q 
troops, he was routed near Cafan, after feveral 
obftinate engagements, which continued with 
little interruption during three days. In thefe 
engagements 6,000 were taken prifoners, and fa 
many killed, that the peafants employed fix days 
in burying the dead ; and Pugatchef, accompa- 
nied only by three hundred well-armed Coffacs 
of Yaitfk, who were the mofl: defperate rebels, 
fled acrofs the Volga. But he was. afterwards 
joined by large bocfies of Coifacs and Bafhkirs ; 

"W'hile 
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while ill-armed peafants flocked to his ftandard 
from coniiderable diftaiices. In this manner the 
impoftar feemed to gain ftrength from his loHes ; 
and dmved fuch delufive hopes fronl the num- 
ber of his troops, which oceaiionaily amounted 
to 70,000 men, that he even formed the refolu- 
tionof proceeding to Mofcow, where one of his 
emiffaries had raifed a ipifit of fedition, among 
the common people. But apprehenfive, left, as 
peace was concluded with the Turks, part of the 
ariny on the Danube might be employed againtt 
him, he changed his plan of operations. 

He marched down the Volga, routed at Du- 
bofka a. party under the command of Baron 
Dies, ftprmed Penfa and Saratof, where the ga- 
vernor efcaped only with fifty foldiers, obtained 
pofleffiom of Demitreffk by treachery, and exe- 
cuted tlie cojnmander. Near that fortrefs, the 
aftronomer Lowitz, who was employed in level- 
ling the projefted canal between the Don and 
.Volga, vas murdered in a moft inhuman man- 
ner. In this inftance, infuit was added to crueb- 
ty ; being informed that be was an aftronomer, 
Pugatchef wantonly ordered him to be transfix*- 
ed upon pikes, and raifed in the air, that he 
might be nearer the ftars ; and in that fituation 
p.rdercd him to be maffacred. . ' 

But the enormities of this ^lonfter were foon 
clofed by a fate which he had long defei've<f, 

H4 The 
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The court, no longer embarrafled with a Turk- 
ifli war, wa$ able to turn its whole attention to* 
wards cruihing this diftant rebellion ; and count 
Peter Panin, who had diftinguiflied himfelf by 
the capture of Bender, was fent againft the im- 
poftor, Panin moving towards the Volga, de- 
tached feveral troops to the affiftance of co- 
lonel Michaelfon, who compelled Pugatchef to 
raife the fiege of Tzaritzin, drove him towards 
Tchcrnoyarflv, cut off his provifions, and finally 
attacked him unawares as he was marching with 
his half-ftarved multitude, embarraffed with a 
large train of loaded carriages and women. The 
rebel army, furprized in a defile between two 
ridges of mountains, which run towards the Vol- 
ga, was entirely routed ; many were cut to 

• pieces ; more, endeavouring to efcape, were forcr 
ed down the fteep precipices with their horfes 
arid carriages, and the greater part of the re*- 

. mainder furrendered at difcretion, Pugatchef 
after many defperate efforts of valour, efcaped, 
with a few of his principal followers, by fwim^ 
ming acrofs the Volga, and retired through the 
defert towards the rivei Ufem, where he began 
his expedition. Here he was gradually defert^ 
cd by his followers, who were worn out with 
mifery and hunger, and was at laft betrayed by 
^hofe in whom he placed the gi-eateft confidence* 
Tyogorof, a Coifac of Ilptz, and Tchumakef and 

Fidulef^ 
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Fidulef, Coflacs of Yaitfk, were induced by tKe 
proiDife of a pardon to betray him. One of them 
reprefented to the impoftor, th<it furrounded as 
he was by the enemy, he could entertain no 
hopes of fafety ; and advifed him to refign him*- 
iblf into the hands of the Ruffians, on condition 
of pardon. Pugatchef, enraged at this propofal, 
drew his dagger, and attempted to flab the author 
of fuch daftardly advice; but hi companions 
inftantly difarmed, bound, and conduded him 
pfii5[)wer to a corps of troops pofted on the river 
Yaik wd^^tjic cpmm^nd of general Suvarof *• 
 He 



* This was the celebrate4 general, who has fince' been fo Juftif 
^ftinguifhed for his military exploits. 

AX^ixandcT Vafilxeysfeh Suvarof^ defcended from a Swedifh family 
ennobled in Ruflia^was born in I730> and at the age of twelve en- 
rolled in the RniHan army. He made his firft campsdgn againft 
itfaie Prufiians in 17591 became brigadier in 1768, and ,firft diiUn- 
goiflied iumfeif as a general againil the confederates in Poland, in 
177]^ wh^ he obtained die order of St. Alexander Nevlki for his 
inilstaiy i^vicet. 

He afterwards (i^nalized hin^felf on various occafions, too nu« 
snerous to be repeated, and clofed his military career by his aftonifli- 
ing campaign againft the French in Italy, and his no lefs aftoniih« 
ing retreat over the Alps of Switzerland. ' 

Several accounts of his life and diara£^er have been already 
given to the public; and lam happy to have' it in my power to 
add fbme authentic anecdotes of his difgrace and death.. 

Afiter'the unfortunate battle of Zuric, Suvarof was feized with 
a dangerous illnefs, probably occaiioned by the violent fatigue he 

had undergone in his paflage through Switzerland. The news of 

. • - > . ► *\ . •  

fiis i^difpOiition had no fbonpr readied Peterlburgh, than a phyu-- 

-.  ... . >   , 

cian 
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He x^^as conveyed to Yaitfk, and delivered to 
count Panin at Simbirflc, who fent him, with his 

principal 

cian (Dr. Vifcbart) was difpatchcd to attend him ; orders for hit 
return were at the fame time forwarded 5 and it was fignified to 
him, that apartments were prepared in the palace for his reception, 
and that he was to receive the fame honours as the imperial 
family. 

Suvarof fufpefting the intention of the emperor to fecede from 
the alliance, pleaded ill-health to remain at his poft, and reprefent- 

« 

edf in ftrong terms, the neceiEty of an immedi^e re-inforcement, 
Thisfe reprefentations ill accorded with the views of Paul, who had 
conceived a violent difguft againft the Houfe of Auftria. Orders 
'being again difpatched to Suvarof to return, he repeated his re- 
monftrancesj but at lengtli commenced his march, moving by 
ilow ftages, and fixed his winter quarters in Bohemia. At lafl s 
courier .from St. Peteriburgh arrived with pofitive commands to 
return to Ruffia without delay 5 and acquainted him, in temjs 
ftrongly. marking the high difpleafure of the fovereign, that the 
apartments defined for him in the palace were already difpofed of, 
and that his prefence was not necefiary in the capital. 

From this moment his intelledts were feniibly affedled. Not- 
withftajiding the efforts of his phyfician, he perfliled m travelling 
inceflantly, and on the days in which his fever intermitted, under- 
went fuch fatigue as thofe in health could not bear without in- 
convenience. 

At length reaching Peteriburgh, he was obliged to take refuge 
In a fmall houfe fkuated in an obfcure quarter of the town^ and 
belonging to a dillant relation, of the nam^ of Quaftof. On 
the night of liis arrival, according to the information of a perfon 
who iaw him, his appearance was humiliating and affe6ling } he was 
wan and emaciated, more refembling a corpfe th^n an aninuted be- 
ing ; his inteliedls were difbrdered, but his underftanding returned 
at intervals, and he occafion^ly recolle6led, and fpoke affe^onatel^ 
to many of thofe who were prefent, , 

The medicines whiph were adminiiiered^ and the repofe which 

hi 



C. 3. F U O A T C H E F. f07 

principal affociates to Mofcow; where he ar- 
rived in the month of November 1774. On 

his 



lie enjoyed after his i^tigtiing journey, itftored his faculties, and he 
gave a proof of the fingularity of his difpofition, and the indepen- 
4^ce of his f|»rit^1)y the manner in which he received a meilage 
from the emperor Paul two days after his arriva], fent his faTourite 
and pnmenMniilercountRailofsin, (who had been formerly a fubal-<; 
tern in his regiment) to inquire after his health. He afFe6ied to 
djibelieve that Raftofsin was prime minifter, becaufe he appeared 
in the new military colhime, and when his quality was repeatedly 
declared, at length pretended to apologize, and (aid he had miflaken 
him from his jack-boots for an officer of the police. In the 
courfe of the converfation, he fuddenly apoftrophifed the mU 
nifter. by his chriftian name, and faid, furely you were an undec^ 
officer in my regiment. Raftofsin replying in the affirmative, 
Suvarof exclaimed, ** happy Ruflia ! whole minifters are drawn 
fcoxh every fbtion. In other countries, indeed, tlie pmplo}m:ientt 
of ftate are filled by thoiie who have been bred up in the details of 
office, and grown grey in the fervice. But Ruflia is above thefe 
jantiquated prejudices t*** 

A perfbn who vifited him two days before his death, found him 
totally childifh ; he amufed himfelf with giving away tfbtes which 
he did not poffefs, as well as in making imaginairy gifts of Perfian 
horfes, and rich furs, which thoie to whom he diflributed his 
largefTes pretended to receive with great acknowledgments of his 
liberality. 

In this melancholy fiate, he continued till the hour of his death, 
which happened on the i8th of May. His body was laidin flate in 
thehoufe where he died, and the room wasfo fmall asfcarcely to ad- 
mit fufficient fpace for the canopy, mid for the numerous cufhion« 
on which hi& different orders of knighthood were placed. All ranks 
of people crowded to yiiit his remains, and the enthufiaftic attach- 
ment of the Ruffians, to their general was as great at this period, 
^s in the midft of his vidtoripus career, not^thitanding the difap* 
probation of the fovereign, 

The 
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his examination, he acknowledged all the cir- 
cumftances of his impofture, and was publicly 
"beheaded in the city of Mofcow, on the 21 ft of 
January. His body was then quartered, and ex- 
pofed in different places. 

The indignation of the emperor, which had been firft excited by 
Bis bitter isuncafins d^^ainft the new military fyftem, and his delays in 
marching bock hi» troops, was iacreafed by bis treatment of Kaftof- 
£n, and furviled his deceafe. The funeral of Suvarof completed 
his fingular and unmerited difgrace : after having been honoured 
by every diltindbion a fovereign could beftow, after being prayed 
lor in the chapel of the courts together with the imperial family; 
after Mng made a prince of the empire, and generaliflimo of all 
the forces, a rank equal to that poAefTed by the emperor himfeif, 
and after having conducted a brilliant and victorious campaign^ 
he was buried without common military honours. A few fol- 
4ieF$ from a marching regiment attended the proc6fIton inftead 
of the battalions of guards, no artillery was allowed excepting 
ibme fmall pieces of cannon, which feemed to burlefque in^ead 
of adding dignity to the ceremony, and even the capariibned 
horfe was forbidden to be led* The populace felt and difplayed 
their indignation at this infulting and ftudied difrefpedb; but the 
vigilance of the police obliged them to murmur in fecret, and in a 
ihont tim^ all (eemed to have been forgotten, excepting by thofe 
who were able to appreciate the merit of Suvarof. 

The refentment of the emperor did not confine itfelf tethe 
remains of the deceafed hero, but Extended to his family. . His ion, 
who in confideration of his father's fervices,^ had been fuddenly 
raifed to the rank of major-general, was totally deprived of hit 
military charafter, and reduced to the poft of chamberlain, which 
he held before his elevation, and his marriage i/^ith the daughter 
of the duke of Couriand was broken off, by the interference of 
tlie .Cjourt. 

It appears from recent accounts, that the emperor Alexander 
has attempted to compenfate for the negleft of Paul, by ereding 
rhe ft^tue of Suvarof in the imperial garden at Pcterfburgh. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can place the humanity of the cm-^ 
prefs in a ftronger light, than that, at the con- 
clufion of a rebellion which almoft fhook her 
throne, the iinpoftor Pugatchef was not put to 
the torture * ; and that only he and four of his 
principal confederates fufFered death. 

* When I viiited the piifon of Mofcow, I (aw federal horrid in- 
ftnunentSy which had beem made to torture Pugatchef, but which, 
by the empreis^s poiltive orders, were not ufed. L^Evefque, who 
b feldom miftakeut is therefore wrong, in aflerting that he was 
n^kcd to death. ^ II ferit dufuppike dt la nmtr Voh V. p. 143. 
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Dcfcription of the knoot. — ^Penal laws of Ruflla— :AboIJtion of ca- 
pital ^unifhments by the edift of Elizabeth.— 'Remarks oft 
that edift.— Abolition of torture by the prefent emprefs.— Her 
Uiajefty^s anfwer to the author*^ queries on prifons.— Outlines^ 
of the new regulations. — ^Their excellence and beneficial ten- 
dency. 



O 



NE morning, as I ftrolled through the 
ftrcets of Peterf]burgh, near the market- 
place, I obferved a large crowd of people, and on 
inquiring the caufe of this concourfe, was in- 
formed, that the multitude was affembled to fee 
a felon, who had been convided of murder, re- 
ceive the knoot. Although I naturally fhud- 
dered at the idea of being a fpeftator of the 
agonies of a fellow-creature, yet curiofity over- 
came my feelings. I penetrated through the 
croud, and afcended the roof of a wooden houfe ; 
from whence I had a diftinft view of the dread- 
ful operation. The executioner held in his 
hand the knoot * : this inftrument is a hard 

thong, 

* The following are the exa6t dimeniions and weight of aknoot^ 
which I procured in Ruflia, and which is now in my poiTellion. 

Length of the thong 2 feet; breadth of the top J of an inch 5 at 

the bottom J.-^Thicknefs J, — ^Length of the platted whip 2 feet.— 

•^ Circumference 
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thong, about the thicknefs of a crown-piece, 
and three quarters of an inch broad, and tied to 
a thick plaited whip, which is connected, by 
means of an iron ring, with a fmall piece of lea- 
ther faftened to a fliort wooden handle. 

The executioner, before every ftroke, receded, 
tod at the fame time drew back the hand which 
held the knoot; then, bounding forwards, he 
ftruck the flat end of the thong on the naked 
back of the criminal in a perpendicular line, 
reaching fix or feyen inches from the collar to- 
wards the waift. He began with the right ilioul- 
der, and continued his ftrokes parallel to each 
other quite to the left flioulder; nor ceafed till 
he had inflifted 333 lafhes, the number prefcri bed 
by the fentence. At the conclufion of this ter- 
rible operation, the noftrils of .the criminal were 
torn Mdth pincers, his face was marked with a hot 
iron, and he was re-condufted to prifon, in order 
to be tranfported to the mines of Ner/hinft: in 
Siberia. 

As feveral authors have erroncoufly defcribed 

Circun^erence of ditto zf inches .-^-Diameter of the ring- 1 inch- 
-and J,— Length of the leather fpring i inch and -J.— -Length of the 
handle i foot 2i inches.— Lengfh of the whole 5. feet 5 inches and 
|.— -Weight II. ounces. 

The reader will judge of the great force which the (kilful exe- 
cutioner can give to this inftrument, when informed, that if he re- 
ceives a private order, h© can difpatch the criniinal by ilrikinghim 
two or three blows upon the ribs, 

the 
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the punifliment of the knoot, I have been thus 
partiqular in relating what fell under my obfer- 
vation ; and I fliall take this opportunity of mak* 
ing a few remarks on the penal laws of Ruflia. 

By the antient flatutes, felons, as well as trair 
tors, were publicly executed ; ' but by an edi6l of 
Elizabeth, corporal . penalties were, except .in 
fome cafes of high treafqn, fubftituted in the 
room of capital fentences; a circumflance pe* 
culiar to the Rufiian code. 

According to tlie prefent penal laws, offenders 
are punifhed in the following manner. Perfons 
convided of hightreafon are either beheaded or 
imprifoned for life. Felons, after receiving the 
knoot, having their noflrils torn and their faces . 
marked, are condemned for life to work in the 
mines of Nerfliin/k. Petty offenders are. either 
whipped * , tranfported into Siberia as colonics, 
or fentenced to hard labour for a dated period. 
Among the colonifls ai'e included peafants, who 
may be arbjttrai'ily configned by their matters to 
banifhment f . " . 

All thefe perfons are tranfported in fpring and 
autumn from different parts of the Ruffian do- 

* There are three infboiments for whipping in Ruflia : the knoot* 
the katze, and the pletf, both of which latter are a kind of cat-o*- 
nine-tails. 

•f Their mafters are empowered to inflift this pimifliinent, only 
^{[igamg the oi£ence. 

minions. 
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)ninioiis. They travel partly by w^tet and partly 
by land, are chained in pairs, and faftened tQ a 
long rope. When the whole troop arrives at 
Tobollk, the governor afligns the colonifts who 
are verfed in handicraft trades, to different maP- 
ters in the town; others he difpofes as vaffals in 
the neighbouring country* The , remainder of 
the colonifts proceed to Irkutsk, where they arc 
diftributed by the governor in the feme manner. 
The felons are then conveyed to the diftrift of 
Nerihinfk, where they arc condemned to work 
in the filver mines, or at the diflferent forges. 

Travellers, who vifited Ruffia before the reism 
of Elizabeth, uniformly concurred in relating 
the various modes of public executions, and in 
reprobating the feverity of the criminal laws. 
But though we may join with every friend to 
humanity in rejoicing that many of thefe dread- 
ful puniihments no longer exift ; yet we cannot 
alTent to the high encomiums paifed on the fu- 
perior excellence of the penal code fince the 
edift of EHzabeth, which is fuppofed to have 
totally annulled capital -condemnations. 

From this fuppreffion of capital puniihment in 
all inftances excepting treafon, Elizabeth has 
been reprefented, not only by the lively Voltaire, 
but even by the fagacious Blackftone * , as a 

pattern 

* Voltaire thuft ex|)refles himfelf upon this edi6b« ^< Vlmpira^ 
trki E&Mbttk a Mch$v4p par la fimim€rf9H*vfag€ quiftm fhrt com* 

VOL. III. I *»'«$« 
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fWLtterh of legiflative clemency. Though the 
infliclion of death for offences, which ought not 

to 

mfftfa far Ut loix. Cute indigence a iti mtnu puffit k un p$iHty 
Jmt UiCy a point d'exempU dam tbifioin d'^ctm people. EUe a 
promu, que pendant fin r^ne perfinHe $u ferdit pum de fmrtt ^ atenu 
fa promej'e, Elle eft la prendre fiumer cane qui ait ainft refpeBeta <vte 
des bommes. Le» malfaiteurg ont ete condamn^s aux mines aux 
travaux publics: leurs cbaitimena ibnt devenus utiles a T^tat; iri- 
ftitution non moins fage que humaine. Partout ailieurs on xie iiut 
que tuer un criminel, avec apparei], fans avoir jamais empBche les 
crimes. La terreur de la mort fait moms d'impreflion pe«t-€tre 
liar das m£chants pour la plCkpart faineants, que la' cnunte.d*an 
cMtiment & d'un travail p^nibl«v qui renailFcnt tous-ks jours.*' 
fiift. de Ruffie, p. iio. 

Sir William Blackftone makes the following remark upon the 
fame prcAibkion. 

" Was the vaft territory of all the Kuffias worfe regulated under 
the late emprefs Elizabeth, than under her more fanguinary prede- 
celTors? Is it now, under Catharine IL lefs civilized, lefs focial, 
lefs fecure ? And yet nve are afured, tbat neitber qftbeje illuflrioMs 
frincefes have, tbrougbtut tbeir nuboh admimfiyation, inftiBed tbe pe' 
nalty qf death j and the latter has, upon full perfuafion of its being 
ufelefs, nay, even pernicious, given orders for aboliflnng it entireiy 
throughout her extenfive. dominions.'* Commentaries^ vol. IV. 
p. lo. 

And lately, L'Evefque, *« Les grands crimes ont commtnce a 
de,venir plus-rares fous ce regne, mperfinne rCa fte punt de nart^" 
Hill, de Ruffie, Tom. V, p. 92. 

Voltaire iaf£gns, as the grounds of his encomium on Blixabeth's 
fuppreifion of capital puniihment, two reafons ; i . The permanent 
^laitifement which entails on the offender a long continuance of 
hardihip^ and mifery^ has a greater effedl pn the multitude, than the 
llimmary pangs of death. 2.. The prefei'vadon of maldafitort Is 
fubfervient to public emoluments i. On the firft reafon I (hall 
briefly remarl^ that the horror of diflblution has been repeatedly 
ofolerved in the generality of mankind to preponderate beyond any 
other tem)rs} and if we coudd deviie a pgoniflunent more terrible 
• ' ' . , .than 
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to be capital, is too frequent in many countries ; 
yet Elizabeth's modification of the criminal 

laws 

than deathy thU new puniflimeQtf in order to work its tffc€t iq)0|i 
vulgar tniods, ought to be infilled within the reach of vulgar ob* 
iervation^ and not in the remote rc^on of Siberia* For can we 
liippoie that the lower clais of mankind, who axe governed by their 
fenfes, receive any ftrong impreflion from the cafual report qi 
fufferings endured at a great dijUnce? 2* Voltaire*s fecond reafon 
for his applaufe of Elizabeth's edi£):9 namely, the profit which the 
community derives from the lajbour of a malefa^or whoie life it 
fpared* will hardly be allowed to bold good in regard to murdereni» 
for if capital puniibments be really the moft efficacious preventiofi 
of crimes, they will neceflkrily form a ftronger bulwark rpund the 
lives of orderly citizens tlian any otlier penalties. The legiflator, 
tberefiare, who fubverts this fecurlty with a view to the emolument 
of the ftate, dually revives the old barbarous cuftom of ,wetghing 
the life of man in a fcaleagainft pecuniary advantage, with thi3 ma- 
terial difference, however, in favour of that barbarous cuHom, that 
the latter afligned the price of blood to the relations of the peHbil 
wh^ie bdood h^ been Oied, and who ^ a more immediate <;^aim, 
than the community at large, on any cemp^niation. made by the 
offender. 

Judge Blackftone intimates his doubts concerning the fuperior 
/efficacy of capital punifiunents ov^r other penalties in the fhape of 
a query. Was the vaft territories, &c. But no reader can perhaps 
anfwer this queilion in the negative; nor could the fagacious au- 
thor himfelf have anfwered it in the affirm4tive. For can it be do- 
cifively determined, except by a coUeftion and comparifdn, during 
a long ferics of years, of felpnies refpeftively committed under the 
two different modes of jurifprudence? and judge Blackftone does 
not pretend to have ifpnned hi^ theory on this grounds But aftar 
all, this reafonjnjp fuppofcs a faft which in reality does not exift, 
that no criminal has fuffered capitally fince the acceffion of Eliza- 
beth j the fallacy of which affertion is, I flatter myfeif, abundantly 
provedin the text. 
• > \ 19' I entered 
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laws is perhaps no lefs exceptionable, in point of 
policy and expedience, than ilhifive, in regard ta 
its fuppofed lenity. 

For fliould we even erroneoufly imagine, with 
fome authors, that the edi6l has been literally 
obeyed, and that, during the Ipace of forty years, 
not one criminal fuffered death throughout the 
taft empire 6f Ruffia ; furely this lenity to the 
moft atrocious crimes muft be confidered as ex- 
tremely injurious to fociety. As a denunciation 
of death is to the generality of mankind, the 
moft formidable prevention of crimes, the re-* 
moval of this falutary terror withdraws a mate- 
rial fafeguard from the lives and property of 
worthy citizens, and; diminifhes that fectirity 
which they have a right to claim from the pFO- 
tedioii of the laws. 

The moft benevolent perfon^will probably en- 
tertain no extraordinary veneration for this boaft- 
ed abolition of capital puniihment, when he re- 
flefts, that though the criminal laws of RuilSa clo 
not literally fentence malefaftors to death, they 
fiill confign many to that doom through the me- 

* I 

I entered RuiHa fully prejudiced in favour of the notion, that no 
peribns were everpunifhed with death.. I was iirft undeceived by 
a foreign gcntlemsuiy to whom 1 addrefled the queltiony V7hether 
there were any capital executions in Ruilia ? ^ Malefactors, in- 
deed/* he returned, ^ are not bdieaded or hanged ? but are not 
unfrequently knooted to deatfiu** 

dium 



^ * 



C. ♦. PENAL LAW 8. 117 

4iutn af pUniiHmei\ta, in fome circumftani^es, al- 
TOoft ^ffuredly, if not profeflTedly, fatal, which 
tnock with the hopes of life, but in reality protrad 
the horrors of death, arid embitter with delay an 
€vent which reafon and humanity wifli to be in- 
i(l:antaneous. For when we confider that many 
felons^ expire under the infli6lioR, or from the 
confequences of the knoot; that feveral are ex- 
h^ufted by the fatigue of the long journey to 
Nerfhinik * , and that the forlorn remnant perilji 
jn geqeral prematurely from the unwholefome- 
Bicfs of the minesy it will be difficult to view the 
d'oom^of thefe unhappy outcafts in any other 
light than, that of a lingering execution. In 
eflEefl;, fince the promulgation of the ediO;, a year . 
has »eyer palled in which many atrocious cri- 
minals^ though legally condemned to other pe- 
nalties, have not fuffered death. . And indeed, 
<upon a gener&l calculation, pgrijaps it will be 
found, that notwithftanding the apparent mild- 
nefs of the penal code, not fewer malefactors 
ftfffer death ip Ruifia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that ipiode of punifhment is appointed 
by the laws. It is therefore evident, that ca»- 
pital penalties ar^ virtually retained, although 
the chief utility refultipg from the terror qf 
death is confiderably diminifhed, 

• 4776 miles from Peteriburgh, 

IS. TI19 
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The panegyrifts. of Elizabeth would have en^ 
tertaineid {bme doubts concerniiig her boafted 
clemency, had they recoUe^ed that flie ftill rc^ 
tained a horrid procefs for the purpofe of extort- 
ing confeffioft from perfons charged Vitb treats 
fonable defigns* The arms of the fufpeded per- 
fon being tied behind by a rOpe, he was dtawti up 
to a confiderable height ; from whenc6, feeing 
fuddehly precipitated and fuddenly checjked, the 
violence of the Concuflion diflocated his ihoul- 
ders, and in that deplorable fituation he under- 
went the knoot. To this dreadful engine of 
barbarity and defpotifm, Elizabeth gave unli- 
^mited fcope : during her whole reign, it was ap- 
plied even at the discretion of inferior and igno- 
rant magiftrates, and was not abolifhed until the 
acceffion of Catharine, who has prohibited the 
ufe of torture. » ' 

• Although the fovereign h abfolute in the moft 
unlimited fenfef of the word ; yet the prejudice of 
the Ruffians in regard to the heceffity of torture 
(and a wife legiflator will always- rfefpe6l popular 
pi-ejudices^ however abfurd) waA fo deeply rooted 
by immemorial ufage, that it required, great cir- 
cumfpeftion not to raife.diftontcnts by ati imme- 
diate abolition of that inhuman praftice. Ac- 
cordingly, the cautious manner in which it was 
gradually fuppreffed, difcove^•ed as much judg- 
ment as benevolence. In 1 763, .Catharine took 

away 
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flcway the power of iaflt£);ing torture from the 
vayvodes, or inferior juitices, by whom it had 
been fhamefully abufed. In 1 767, a fearet order 
was iffiied to the judgte, that whenever they 
fhotiid think torture requifite to force confeffion, 
they fhould lay the general articles of the chaise 
before the governor of the province for his con- 
lideration; and all, the governors had received 
previouis direftions to determine the cafe accord- 
ing to the principles laid down in the third • 
queftion of the tenth chapter of inftru^ions for 
a code of laws ; wherein torture is proved to be 

no Ids ufelefs than cruel. This, therefore, was 

... ' - • . 

a taCit abolition of torture, which has been fince 
foimally and publicly annulled. The prohibit 
tion of -this horrid fpecies of judicature, through-^ 
out the Ruffian empire, forms a memorable sera 
in the antials of humanity. 

At Mofcow and I^eterfburgh 1 vifited the 
prifons, of which I have given an account in a 
forimer publication f . In this place I (hall only 
remark in general, that the emprefs, informed of 
my refearches in relation to prifons, with a con* 
dcfcenfion peculiar to her charafter, permitted 
me to deliver to count Ivan Tchernichef, vice- 

I 

prefident of thef admiralty, a lift of queries^ on 

* 

** Queftion III. ** La queftion ne bleJfe-t-eUe pas lajuftuf, tt c(m- 
^uU-elk Mi ^«/,&c/^ See Inftru^lions de Catharine IL &c. p.5 1 to55, 

f Account of the ^rifon^ and hofpital^ in Rufli% Sweden, and 
Penmark, 

J 4 fome 
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fome of which I received information, by her 
orders^ firbm her beft-informed governors * , and 
othets ihe even condefcended to anfwer herfelf; 
Her anfwers I fliall here fubjoin, with a full con- 
vision, that obfervations even of lels 'moment 
would be rendered acceptable by the authority, 
of fo diftinguiihed a charaSer. 



Queries upon the Ruf- 
Jian prifonSp deliver-' 
cd to the emprefs. 



Anfwers diSated by the 
emprefs to herfecre-- 
tary^ andjeni to the 
author^ 



1. Is there any ge* 
neral plan for the con- 
flruStion ofprifonSj and 
their interior diftribu- 
tion ? and are they ufu^ 
aUy fituatedin thefub^ 
urbsy and near the run- 
ning water ? 

5. What precautions 
are taken, in order to 
keep the prifons clean, 
and to prevent epidemi-- 
fal dijiempers? 



" K There has been 
hitherto no general plan 
for the conftruftion of 
prifon, nor rules for 

their diftribution and 

> 

fituation. 



'^ 2. There is no more 
regulation for the cleati- 
linefs of the prifons^ 
than for their conftruc- 
tion and fituation. By 
an abufe favourable to 



• I have made ufe of thefe papers in the treatife mentioned in 
the lafk note. 

4hc 
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3. Is thpre afeparate 
infirmary Jar thejick f 

4. Ar^ petty offend^ 
^rs kept apart from the 
felonsy and are the fcr 

fpn$ alfofifparatedfrmi 
each other f 



$. Afe the prifoners 

permitted to purchafe 

Jpirituous liquors^ and 

do the jailors fell them? 



the prifoners, they arc 
in many places permit- 
ted to go to the bathSf 
It is probable that the 
cold alone prevents epi« 
djemical diforders. 
" 3, Notevery wheie. 

^^ 4« Although it 18 
prefcribed by the an* 
tient laws that a fejon^ 
fentenced to death, ihall 
be kept in a feparate 
joom, called the cham* 
her of repentance, ne- 
Yerthelefe, there arc 
no where chambers of 
.^at dcfcriptioo. 

5. Eveiy fpecies of 
foqd i^ fold in the prir 
foi^y but the jailor can* 
not fell fpirituous li- 
quors, and that for two, 
reafons: Firft, becaufe 
ipirituous liquors can 
only be fold by thofe 
who farm the fight of 
vending them from the 
crown. Se90iKlly, which 
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6. Art female crim* 
nahput in irons f 



•7. Isthefnteofcri^ 
vtinals condemned to 
hard labour ever miti^ 
^atedih cafe of refor- 
mation f Do they wear 
any badge of iifamyy 
and is it taken (may 
upon good behamour f 



is, very extraordinary, 
there are no jailor^ * to 
any of the prifons, al-^ 
though the laws make 
mention of them. 

'^ 6. The laws are 
filtnt upion this head. 
So that whieriever this 
cuftom is praftifed, it 
muft be reckoned a^* 
mong thofe innumer* 
aWe -abttfes which 
ought to be abolifhcd f*. 

'" 7. Criminals con- 
demned to public la* 
hour are tranfported : 
for murder they are 
branded in the face 
with a hot iron, &c, 
fome are chained, ov 
thers have their noftriU 
torn, and, unlefs upon 
a general or particular 



9, Tbe pri^ners are guarded by foldiers, 

f ^ T^ original pafG^e, which is in the French langoage, doe« 
not admit of a literal tranflation: " 

'^ Lis but pAlfemi fim filmce eepomti idnji ce tpa pourroit fifiari m 
€ii igiird tent iire cemptS farm VinombrabU quantitidis abus. ds 
iihiufoia pouar la pbipmrt autant de chux qu^il faut tirer du corps poU- 
Hyui dt teiat qu at ies tnuvs.^* 

amnefty, 
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8. Jre there Jixed 
times and places in the 
feveral provinces for the 
trial of criminalf f 



amnefty, they receive 
no mitigation. 

" a. The laws fettled 
indeed certain tinies for 
this purpofe ; bat, as a 
great number of dif- 
ferent afifairs and trials 
were decided in the 
fame tribunal, the courts 
of criminal juftice were 
very dilatory in their 
proceedings, 

"See the manifella 
of 1775, at the head of 
the Regulations,* &C." 

^' New Plan for the Ruffian prifons, to be intro^ 
duced into each govemmcAt. 

** 1. To divide the prifons into civil and cri-s 
minal. «. The criminal prifon fhall be diftri- 
buted into three parts. The firft, for criminals 
before and during trial ; the fecond, for perfons 
fentenced to confinement for a fiated time; and 
the third, for felons capitally con vifted, ^ con- 
demned to perpetual imprifonment, or to the 
public works* 3. Each part fhall be feparate, 
one for the men, the other for the women. 

/ 
 

^ Reglehients de ^ nu^. imp. pour l*adiniiiiftnition des Gou* 
YemementSj &c. 

4. There 
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4. There fliall be an infirmary for fick prifoners^ 

5. The prifon lliall be conftruded without , the 
town, in an airy fituation, and near the water.'' 

It catinot be otherwife than a fuhjefl; of pleaf- 
ing refle6lion, that this great prin^cefs thus con- 
defcends to contemplate and alleviate the fuf- 
ferings of even the wretched vi6lims to public 
juftice; but how much more will our veneration 
be encreafed, when we confider her as ercfting 
the glorious fuperftrufture of national happinefs 
on the firm bafis of equal legiflation ? 

The emprefs, at her acceilion, found the Ruf- 
fian code of laws a rude and indigefted chaos, 
and faw the immediate neceffity of reformation. 
The courts of juftice were regulated by the fta- 
tutes of Alexhy Michaelovitch * , extremely 
defe6live both as to order and precifion ; and by 
the ukafes or imperial mandates iffued by Peter 

• The earlieft regular code of written X^vrz was formed^in 1542, 
bjr Ivan Vairilievitch XI, from precedents and antisnt cuftoms. 
The ftatirtcs of Alc3?^y Michaelovitch^ alluded to flfthe text, were 
chiefly compofed from the abuve-fnentioned code, from the man* 
dates of the fbvereigns fubfequent to Ivan VaiSlievitch II. from the 
deciHons of the bbiars, who in thofe times prefided in the high 
courts (^ juftice^ and from the Byzantine kws oc edidis iflued by 
the Greek emperors of Conftantinople. The new ftatutes, com* 
piled from thefe fources, with a few editions, being in 1650 read 
in the tzar*s prefence, were printed, and a copy fent into each pr6« 
Tince. 

See Statuta Mofchovitica in Herberfteini Itin. in Moichoviami 
«lfoV(mJuAiz-Wefen in £Uygold*$ Beylagen,p. 379. 

and 
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and Ids fucceffors, uncommonly numerous, and 
in many important points cmitradi6lory to each 
other. . 

The raft empire of Ruflia was diftributed into 
a few extenfive governments ; each government 
was {Iibdivided into provinces, and each province 
into diftrifls, or circles. Over each government 
was a governor, over the provinces awayvodeand 
his officers, who formed a chancery ; over the 
^iftri6ls an inferior way vode, or juftice of peace. 
The abufes refulting from this diflribution are 
fufficiently detailed in a paffage, irom the ma- 
nifefto of the emprefs prefixed to the firft part of 
the new code * : ^ 

" We find that many governments are not 
fufficiently provided with tribunals or officers of 
juftice, in proportion to their extent ; that not 
only the affairs of the treafury and police, but 
alfo civil and criminal caufes are tried in the 
fame court in which the adminifiration of go^ 
verriment is carried on. Nor are the provinces 
and diftrifts l^fs fubjefttofimilar inconveniences; 
as the fole chancery of the way vode is the only 
court which has cognizance of fo many and 
fuch difrer^nt affisiirs.. The diforders refulting 
from thefe circuraftanccs are but too evident. 
On one fide delays, omiffions, ai^d vexations, arc 
thq natural confeicjuences of fo incongruous and 

* Reglements^ de Catharine II. Sec, p. VII. 

defedlive 
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defeftivc a conftitution ; where one bufinefi im^ 
pedes another ; and where the impoffibility of 
terminating matters fo various in the fole chaiv^ 
eery of the vayvode occafions procraftinatibn, 
negleft of duty, and admits only a partial difi* 
patieh of bufinefs. On the other fide, thefe de- 
Jays generate ichicane^ry, and encourage the com^ 
miifion of crimes ; becaufe the puniflimetit do^s 
•not follow the tranfgreffion of the laws with that 
celerity 'which is neceffary to reprefs and ftrike 
terror into offenders ; whil^ endlefs appeals from 
one court to another are peroetual ob{lru€iionfi 
to juftice.'* 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of peo- 
ple arofe from the cpormou6 authority of the in- 
ferior way vode, who, though ufually a perfon of 
low birth, and totally igfiorant of the laws, yet 
could not only impofe punifhment for petty of- 
•fcticcs, but had even the power of ordering the 
knoot, inflidling torture, ^d tranfporting to 
Siberia* Hence per (bns fufped«d of crimes were 
detained in prifon fevefal years without being 
brought to a final trial, were tortured without 
fufficient proof, and frequently more than once. 

Many fovereigns finpe Alexfey Miehaelo- 
vitch, particularly Peter I. framed projects fw 
amending the Ruffian jurifprudence, but npver 
carried it into execution. The completion of 
this arduous undertaking was referved for Ca- 
tharine 
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f^arine II; who, in 1767, fummoned deputiiet 
to Mofcow from every part of her extenfive dor 
nimions, and having appointed commiffioners 
for compofing a new code of laws, , delivered to 
them her Grand Inftruftions *, written by , her 
imperial majefty in the true fpirit of genuine 
iegiflatioii. In fX)nformity to thefe in{lrtii5tionSt 
the firfl psi.rt .of a new code appeared in 1775, 
and a/<;cqnd part in 176O, and it has been re^ 
ceiyed in many of the new governments into 
which* the Ruffia-n empire is divided. Many 
abufes havrC been i;emoved by thefe new iofii<» 
tutions ; asd many fiill exifiing are to be abo* 
Jiilied. 

, • Though an ample detail of thefe regulations 
falls not within the compafs of the prefent work ; 
it is to be hoped that the curiofity of the public 
will be ^n fome meafure gratified by enumerating^ 
the mpft ftriking peculiarities in this extenfive 
plan, wjbich has modified the whole fyfi^em of 
government. 
The empire, divided by Peter the Great into 

• " Inftniftions dc Catharine 11. pour la Commiffion charg^ 
deiditfrer le Projec d*im Mbitveaa Code de Loix.*' &.i'ee. 1769. 
TMk inftnidsom ha;re been tnnflatedinto moft modem langua^ett 
and into £nglifh by Tatifche^ a Ruffian gentlenan» to which, b 
prefixed, a defcription of the manner of openmg the CQmmiifion» 
with the order and roles for ele^ingthecommi^nert appointed 
to frame a new code of Jaws. See The Gnnd Inftmdiotii^ 8tc 
pdntfid by Jefferys. 

nine 
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nine extenfive governments, is now diftributed 
into a larger number *, each upon an average 
containing onFy from 3 ta 400,000 males. One 
or more ^ of thefe governments is fuperintended 
by a Namejinickj or lord-lieutenant, and 6ach 
has a vice*gOvemor, a council, civil and crimi** 
nal courts of judicatutCj foitie of whofe members 
arc appointed by the foVereign, and the others 
chofen by the nobles. By this inflitution Catha« 
line has, in fome inftances, circumfcribed her 
prerogative, by dimiriifhing the powef of thoft 
tribunals which wertf only dependent Upon the 
^ crown, of transferring it to the Uobles, and in- 
vefling them with many additional privileges 
with refpeft to the adminifttation of juftice. By 
introducing likewife into each government fu- 
perior tribunals, whofe decifion is jSnal, ihe has 
prevented frequent appeals to the itnperial col* 
leges at PeterfBurgh andMofcdw; which were 
attended with coiifiderable expence and delay- 
By eftablifliing or feparating the different boards 
of finance, police, &c. from the courts of law^ 
which before impeded each other by meeting in 

r 

• Thelirft pfovihces erected into govemments^ according to t]i» 
new inftitution, were Tver and Smoleniko^. in January 1776* 
Thofe wliich have been £nce e^bliihed, either before or during 
my reiidence in Ruffia, were in the following orders Novogorod 
and Kaluga, in December 1776; Plefcof» Yaroflaf, and Tdla, in 
December 1777$ Polotikand Mahilef» in May 177^$ Reian, Vo^ 
lodimir^ Koftroma, and Orel, in December 1778. 8ee a lail: of 
the ^yemments. Book VI. Ch. 1. p« 339.. 

the 
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the fame place, ihe has facilitated the difpatcH' 
of bufinefs, and rendered the adminiflration of 
juftice more fpeedy. She has increafed the fa* 
laries of the judges, who, from the narrownefixif 
their income, A^ere expofed tD'almofl irrefiftible 
temptations from bribery; or, to ufe her owi^ 
cxpreflTions to the judges, in her celebrated ediQl 
^* Formerly your neceffities migh<; have induced 
yott to be too attentive to your .own intcrefb : 
your country now pays your labours, and M'hat 
before might admit of fome excufe, from thb 
moment becomes a crime." 

To thefe regulations muft be addedrthe kboii* 
tion of torture'; the eftabliihhr^iit of proper 
boundaries between the govemmentSi, which has 
prevented many diflenfions and law-fuits ; the ap- 
pointment of regular phyficians and furgeons, in 
various diftrifits, at the expence of the crown; the 
foundation of fchools, and tlie efiabliihment of 
new feminaries for thofe intend^ for holy or- 
ders ; the ereftion of new bodies corporate with 
additional immunities ; the grant of freedom to 
numberlfcfs vaffals of the crown.;, and the means 
taken to facilitate the emancipation of the pea-» 
fants. ^But of all the plans, none is more ufeful and 
praife- worthy than the eftabliihment of fchools 
in every government, formed on the moft com- 
prehenfive fcale and liberal principles. 

An academy is eftabliflied at St. Peteriburgh 
V.PL. jij. % for 
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for. the inftmftion of 200 (ludento, defigned tcr 
* be mailers of the provincial fchools. It is pro- 
vided with profeffors of hiftory, mathematics, 
rhetoric, atid natural hiftoiy ; with a German 
mailer, and a drawing mailer. The ilndents are 
felefted fiom the diflRerent feminaries . of the 
Ruflian empire, and, as they have received their 
education as priefls of the regular clergy, un* 
deriladd Latin. They are twenty years of agi^ 
and are to remain at Peterlburgh three years ; 
during whid» period they are inilru^ed in hif* 
tory, geography, the various branches oEaiatural 
philofophy, and natural hifiory. They are all 
boarded, lodged, and inilru^led at the emprefs's 
cxpence. At the conclufion of this term their 
places are to be fupplied by othersj and they 
will be diilributed in the different parts of Ruf- 
fia. Two of tliefe fhidents will be eilabliihed in 
the principal town of each government ; one as 
teacher of mathematics, the. other of hiilory, 
geography, and natural hiilory. Each Undent^ 
thus eilabliihed,^ is to inilru& other iludents as 
' preceptors of the fmaller fchools in the leflfer 
towns. The regulation of this ufeful eilabliflir- 
ment is entruiled to a coipmittee coniilting of 
five members, who have the fuperintendance o£ 
the whole. , 

Thus the great fchools in the principal towns 

will depend on the academy of Peteribuigh, 

7 and 
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ande^ch fchool in the fmailer towns on the 
principal fchool in each government ; a fcheme 
which, if carried into e3^cut]6ni wiU eflfeftually 
ptmnote the interior civilization of tliis vaft 

einpire 

» Such are the outlines of thele excellent in- 
ilitutions. How far, orv in wha^ degree, they- 
may operate upon a people fo widely difperfed, 
and of fuch different manners and cufioms, can 
only he proved by time and experience. But. 
thoii^ithey may fail in* producing ail thofe 
advantages which the fpeculative reafoner might. 
expe6i;, yet they muft he attended with mod 
beneficial effefts ; as fufficiently appears from the 
flourifhing ftate of thofe provinces in which they 
have been already admitted. If it be allowed that 
many evils have been reformed, and many im- 
provements introduced, it cannot at the fame 
time be fuppofed that the national manners 
ihould be fuddenly changed, or that the moft 
abfolute fovereign can venture to fliake thofe 
fundamental cuftoms which have been fan6lion- 
ed by ages. It is furely fufficient if the abufes 
are remedied, as much as can be expefted in 
fuch a country ; where the vaft difproportion of 
rank and fortune, and the vaffalage of the pea- 
fants, rehder it extremely difficult, if not im- 
poffible, to eftablifli at once an impartial adminif- 
tration, of juilice. 

K 9 RuiCa, 
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. Ruflia, with refpe6l to the vsift iiaafe«df peo- 
ple, u nearly in the faine^ ftate in ^j^hi€[h the' 
greater part.of Europe \^as plunged during the 
1 ith and 1 ath centuries ; when the^feudal fyf- . 
tern was gradually declining; when the unhoifnd* 
ed authority of the land-hoMbrs over their flaveft 
was b^inning to be counter-halahcedcbyJthe: 
introduftion of an intiennetdiate order: of mer- 
chants J when new towns were xjotttindalfy (M«8;*^ 
ing, and endowed with increafing 'in]imuaiti<i% 
and when the crown v^ntured^to give *< freedom' 
to its vatfeis, • .V. 
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Inquiry into the prefent ibte of civiiization in he Ruillan empire. 
' — Bivifion of the Inhabitants into nobles, clergy^ merchants, 
. Tind burghers. — Peafants.rfPrivileges granted to the merchatttlv 
burgh^rs^ and peafants. — State of vafTalage. 

MUCH has been written concerning the 
• great civili:^ation which Peter the Great, 
mtroduced into Ruffia; that he oblifffd the* 
people to fliave their beards, and rclinquifli their 
national drefs ; that he naturalized the arts and 
fciences, difciplined his army, created a navy, 
and made a total change througliout h.is exten- 
five exnpiTe. We may readily admit the truth 
of this eulogium with refpeft to his iihprove- 
ihents in tfe difcipline dt his J^rmy and the Icrea- 
tion of aliavy ; for thefe were objcfts within the 
i-each of his perfevering genius : but the pom- 
pons accounts of the total change which he i$ 
faid to have effefted in the national maunej-s* 
feem the mere echoes of foreigners, who never 
v^ifited the country, and who colleded the hif- 
tory of Peter from partial information. For 
though ^ nation, compared vvith itfelf at a for-- 
raer. period, may have made a rapid progrefs 
towards improvement ; yet, as the exaggerated 
accounts whicli I haxl heard and read of the 
great civilization diffufcd thrgughout tlie whole 
^pinire, led me to expeda morepoliflicd flate of 

^3 nmnners, 
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manners, I muft own I was aftoniiked at the 
barbarifm in which the biQk of the people ftill 
continue. I am ready to allow that the princi- 
pal nobles are as civilized, and as refined in their 
entertainments, mode of living, and focial in- 
tercourfe, as thofe of other European countries. 
But there is a wide difference between poUfhing 
a nation, and polilhing a few individuals. The 
merchants and peafants ftill univerfally retain 
their national drefs, their original manners, and,, 
what is moft remarkable, the greater part of the 
merchants and burghers of the large towns, 
even the citizens of Peterfburgh and Mofcow, 
refemble, in their external appearance and gene- 
ral mode of living, the inhabitants of the fmall- 
eft village ; and, notwithftanding the ^rigorous 
edids ilTued by * Peter 1. the far greater num- 
ber ftill wear their beards ; being fcarcely Icfs 

• " II ordonna aux RufTps de quitter*! 'habit long^et la barbe. 
Une: amende fut impol^e aux amateurs obftines de rancien ufage. 
Bien des Rttfles, et iiutout let Rozkolniks, regardaient le change- 
ment d^habit comme un renoncera^nt a la religion,' et difaient 
qu'il valaient mieux perdre la tete que la barbe : jls furent oblig^ 
de payer iin droit pour n'ctre pas rafes, ct'ils recevaient un jetton 
que lear fervait de quittance. Souvent a la cour on enivrait les 
yieux boiars, et on leur taUIait la barbe d'une maniere iiaidiciiley 
quils etaient obliges de garder la chambre pendant pluikurs mois, 
on de fe faire rafer. On attachait aux poites des villes un modcUc 
du nouyel habit, et on rognait la robe de ceux qui ne vouiaient pas 
payer: on les raiait m^gre eux dans les rues.** L*Bvefque, rv. 

p. 157- 
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attached to that patriarchal coftom than their 
anceilors, when the fine for mutilating a finger 
was rated at u. 5d. ; that for cutting off the 
beard^ or whiikers, at 4^, lorf, *. 

In fsi&^ the peafants, who Ibrm the bulk of 
the nation, are fiill almoil as deficient in the 
arts as before the reign of Peter, although the 
fgf nces have flouriihed in the capital But the 
civilization of a numerous and widely difperfed 
people is not the work of a moment, and can 
only: be affefted by a gradual and almoft infen- 
fible progrefs. ' ' 

If from thefe general refleftions we diftinftly 
confider the different clafTes of fubjefts in the 
Ruffian empire, we fliall be enabled to form fome 
probable judgment concerning the prefent flate 
of civilization. 

The inhabitants may be divided into four 
orders : nobles and gentry, clergy, merchants, 
burghers, and other freemen, and peafants. 

The three firft include almqft all the free fub- 
jje6ls of the empire, and the latter all the vaflals 
or flaves. 

I. The firft order comprehends the nobles and 
gentry : the fole f perfons who, in the true fpirit 

• Haygold, I. p. 337. 
\ f Catharine, in con£rming the imiQunities of the nobles, de- 
creed, •* Que le droit d'acheter ou de vendrfe destcrres f^roit prbpre 
ou particulicr auxfeuls nobles/* Le Clerc, p. 472. , * . 

K 4 of 
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of feudal ddfotifm, have a right to poffefs land ; 
but. inftead of appearing themfelves, according 
to /the tenure of that fyftem, at the head of their 
retainers, are now only expefted to ferve in the 
■ftrmy, and obliga^ to furnifli recruits in propor- 
tion to the number of their vaiTaJs^ 

In Ruffiai; 3§ in the ' Oriental . governments, 
there is fcarcely any diftindion of ranks among 
the nobility, excepting what is derived from the 
fervice of the fovereigii. Evjen.thc eldeft fons of 
ihofe perfons, who have been.,raifed to. the moft 
confiderable honours and high eft employments, 
excepting the advantages which they undoubt- 
edly retain of facilitating their promotion by a 
ready accefs to court, do not derive aTiy fcilid 
benefits from ^heir birth, like thofe M'hich the 
peers of England, the grandees of Spain, or the 
dukes, who are peers of France, enjoy from their 
heieditary defcent. The importance pf a nol^le 
family of l^rge property and official honours, ^s 
almoft annihilated on the death of the chief; 
becaufe his property is equally divided among 
his fons ; and becaufe titles, though allowe4 to 
he hereditary, do not, ipdependeut of the fove- 
reign's favour, contribute much to aggran- 
dize the pofleffors: that of a prince, a count, or a 
baron, conveying in themfelves little perfonal , 
diftin6tion, unlefs accompanied with a civil or 
military employment. 

Before 
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'• ' . . , 

Before the aera of Peter the Great, the only 
title in Ruffia, e;xcepting that of boyar, w^hich 
fignified privy-coance.llor, and was not heredi- 
tary, and other appellations annexed to civil em-' 
ployments, was that of knaeSj which was elr 
teemed fynonimous to prince. Perfons who af- 
fumed this title were defcended, or pretended to 
he fo, either from the diftcrent collateral branches 
of the reigning family, or from/ fome Lithuaniaa 
princes who eftabliihed themfelves in Ruffia in 
the J 4th and 1 5th centuries; or from the nume- 
rous Tartar nobles who became fuhjeds to Ivan 
V^ffilievitch 11. and his immediate fuccefTors; 
or from feveral Polifh and other foreign fami- 
lies, who fettled in this empire. In procefs of 
time the number of thefe princes increafed fo 
confiderably, that, according to Lord Whit- 
worth, no lels than SOO were common foldiers in 
prince Mentchikof's regimeiit of dragoons. 
Though Peter the Great, in imitation of other 
European courts, introduced the titles of count 
and baron, and his example has been followed by 
his fuccefTors, yet neither thefe titles, nor that of 
knaes, have bfeen efteemed a fufficient aggran- 
dizement, becaufe the 2:reateft favourites of the 
fovereign have been occafionally created, by the 
emperor of Germany, princes of the Roman em- 
pire; as prince ]\Ientchikof at the reqneft-of Pe-» 
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ter, and princes Orlof and Potemkin, during the 
prefent reign * . 

According to the fyftem introduced by Peter 
1. but which has gradually been corrupted as it 
has receded from its fource, every perfon takes 
jprecedence from his military rank ; he muft 
life in regular gradation, and, before he can be 
ian officer^ muft have ferved as a corporal or fer- 
jeant. But this ordinance is eafily eluded; fre- 
quently infants are made ferjeants and corporals^ 
and it is not neceflary to have ferved even one 
campaign in order to obtain precedence, as it 
may be conferred by civil offices. Although 
the law of Peter I. which compelled each noble- 
man or gentleman, under pain of degradation, to 
ferve in the army, was aboliflied by Peter III f ; 
yet the efrefts ftill fubfift. No one under the 
rank of a major is permitted to drive more than 
twohorfes; under that of brigadier, more than 
four : a nobleman of the higheft fortune and 

• Alfo prince Befborodko and prince. Zubof. 

f The Abbe de Chappe, in a remark upon the abolition of this 
kw by Peter HI. is guilty of a ridiculous miftake^ when he fup- 
.pofesy that before this decree the nobles vfcreJUtves. About a inneek 
after his acceffion to the throne, Peter went to the fenate, and de* 
dared, "that he had granted the privilege q£ freedom to the no- 
bility.** ^ This nuftake arofe from an omiflion in his decree, in 
:irhich the nobles were only declared free, without the addition of 
iofirve^ or not Ufferve^ at tbey ibwgbt proper* See Antidote, p* 
*l4^(o ija 

diftinftion. 
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diftin6iion, who has liever beeivin the atmy, i% 
not allowed, excepting by the fpecial permiffion 
of the .crown, to ufe in the x^apital a carriage 

* drawn by more than one horfe ; while a mer- 
chant may have two. There are various me- 
thods, however, of procuring mUitary digiihy, 
and the privileges annexed to it. Amongft 
others, a chamberlain, for inilance, to the foye- ' 
reign, ranks ks major-general ; the office of a 
fecretary, in the different departments of go-^. 
vcrafnent, confers the rank of an officer, and 
the contributor of a certain fum to the ibund- 
ling-hofpital at Mpfcow, obtains the r'a7zk of a 
lieutenant. Thefe regulatiofis, and the eafe with 

' which military rank is acquired, has induced ^ 
German, fettled in Ruffia, to exprefs himfelf 
with fome humour in the following manner : ** A 
nobleman is here nothing ; his fituatibn in the 
army alone marks the value of his exiftence. A 
phylician has the rank of major, and dares, as a 
ftaff-officer, put four horfes to his carriage, while 
others can only drive two ; an apothecary in the 
imperial fervice has the rartk of a captain; his 
apprentices that of enfighs; and the two fur- 
geons of the diftrid bear the rank of lictite- 
nants * . " But however ridiculous thofe promo- 
tions may appear, yet they are founded on prin- 

r ' -» 

\ 

 Schloetzer*s Bricfwechfel for J78if ?. 365. 
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Gipksof the foundeft, policy : for as, by a decree 
of Peter the Great, «very officer is noble during 
his life, and the children of a ftaff-officer arc 
claffed among the nobility, any inftitution tend- 
ing to inoreafe the number of this or^er of men, 
i^:ho alone are entitled to poffefs land, cannot 
fail of being highly beneficial to foci^ty. On 
theijr own, eftates the nobles and gentry are al- 
moft uncontrouled, having abfolute authority 
over their vaffals. . 

IL The next order of fubjefls is the clergy- 

1 have already had o6cafion to mention the 
origin and fuppreffion of the offi.ce of patriarchy 
who was formerly the head of the Ruffian clergy. 
Peter finally abolifhed that dignity in 1719; but, 
infl:ead of fbripally declaring himfelf the head 
of the church, he prudently configned the chief 
€CGl(5fiafl:ical authority to a tribunal which he 
called the Sacred Synod, which was in elFe^ 
fubfervient to him, as ^U its members took an 
oathj^ acknowledging hini as their fupreme 
judge. The fynod is compofed of the fove- 
reign, who is prefident; a vice-prefident, who is 
generally the metropolitan archbilhop, and ^ 
number of counfellors. and afleffofs. 

The clprgy are divided into, i. Regular, or 
jnpnks ; and £. Secular, or parifli prigfts. 

1. The principal wealth of the church is center-, 
^d in the monafieries, whjch formerly had eftates 

to 
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to the amOfUiit of £. 4oe,o6o per annuin ; and, 
like the other land-holders, enjoyed uncontroul- 
ed authority over their peafants, who are equally 
bondfinen as on the poffeffions of the laity. The 
ftnprefs has annexed thefe church-lands to the- 
crown, and in* return grants annual penfions to 
the hierarchy,* the dignified clergy, and the 
monks. 'Hie archbifliops and bifhops receive 
^ach about ^.1,000 or j^, i,200 per annum, and 
thefubbfdinatfcecclefiaftics in proportion* Soon 
after this regulation, many of the monafterie* 
were^-fupprtffed; and the members in thofe 
which were fpared, were confiderably reduced 
as well hftlAc prohibition to admit more thaA a 
certain 'number, as by limiting the age of no- 
viciates. The abolition of monafteries. mud be 
acknowledged a beneficial circumftance in moft 
countries; yet, one evil is to be apprehended 
irom it in Ruffia : they were the only feminaries of 
education for thofe perfons defigned forthe (acred 
fonftioji; arid the monks are, if I may fo exprefs 
my felf, almoft the fole proprietors of the learn- 
ing M^hich fubfifts among the clergy. But, moft 
piobably, the iH efie^ls which may be 5xpe6lcdf 
from the fuppreflion of fome convents, will be 
compenfated by the improvement introduced 
mto the adminiftration of thofe which are con* 
tinucd, and by the fchools lately eftabliftied in 

various 
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various parts of the empire for the education of 
^ ccclefiaftics. 

All the dignitaries of the church are chofen 
from the order of monks ; thefe are archbifhops 
and biihops, archimandrites or abbots, and igoo- 
Tfiem or priors. " The epifcopal order in Ruilia 
is diftinguifhed by the different titles ormetro- 
pplitan, archbifliop, and bifhop* The titles of 
metropolitan and archbiihop are not attached to. 
the fee; but are, .at prefent, merely perfonal dif- 
tindions conferred by the fovereign, which give 
the poffeffoi-s no additional power, and fcarcely 
any precedence * ." . . - 

The monafteries are governed by archimau* 
dritesand igoomens; and the nunneries, fuperin- 
tended by abbeffes. 

'2. The Ruffian parifli-priefts are called papas^*. 
.or popes; a word fignifying father,, and indif« 
criminately applied in the edrly ages of Chrif- 
tianity to all ecclefiaftics, until it was confined to^ 
the bUhop of Rome by an edid of Gregory VIL 
The qiembers of the Greek communion, how- 
ever, did not obey this order, and the priefts of 
that perfiaafion are ftill diftinguifhed by the ap- 
pellation of pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may, and ought to 
be, the moft ufeful members of fociety, are in^ 

' ''.-■. 

* • Dr. iLxng on the Greek Church, p. sjZt 

Ruffia 
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RuiTia the refufe of the people. It is Uteralljf 
true, that many of them cannot even read * , in 
their own language, the Gofpel which they are 
commiflioned to preach ; but deliver from me- 
mory the fervice, a chapter of the New Tefta- 
ment, or part of a homily, which they repeat 
every Friday and Sunday. Nor is it in the 
leaft furprifing that fome are fo illiterate, when 
we confider the fcanty maintenance which they 
derive from their profeflion. fiefide the furpltce 
fees, which in the pooreft benefices amount to 
£^A per annum, and in the mofl profitable to but 
jf.ao; they have only a wooden houfe, fcarcely 
fuperior to that of the meaneft among their pa* 
riihioners, and a.fmall portiofi of land, which 
they ufually cultivate ^with their own hands ; 
while the higheft dignity to which they caa 
ever attain, as long as they continue married, is 
that of a protopope of a cathedral, whofe income 
fcarcely exceeds £. 20 a year. As the parifh- 
priefis are undoubtedly the principal fources 
frpm which inftrudion muft be generally dif- 
fufed among the lower clafs of people, if 
they, who ought to enlighten others, are fo 
ignorant, how grofs muft be the ignorance of 
their parifliioners^! In no inftance, perhaps, has 

• This (hamefttl ignorance it certainly lefs common than for- 
merly ^ as the bifhops are more cautious in ordaining iuch improper 
periiNu. 

the 
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the cmprefs contributed more towards civilizingr 
Tier people, than, by inftituting feminaries for the 
children of priefts, hy endeavouring to promote 
atfiong the clergy a zeal for -liberal fcierice, and 
to rouze them ft^om that profound ignorance iii 
which they are plunged * . • " 

The monies are not permitted to maiTy, \t^Wld 
the parifli-priefts are compelled to take a wife as 
a preliminary to ordination; and if their wi.ve& 
happen to die, they may enter into a convent^ 
and become dignitaries of th6^chu#fch. • Thlfty 
cannot engage in "a fecond marriage unlefs the^. 
become laymen; neitfier ckri they continue 
parifli'priefts witlioutf the expreft permiffioti of ia 
bJlhop/ The children of the frcular clergy are 
all free; thfeif ions are ufually brought up 'fbf 
orders, or employed in the fevvice of the 4^hMtob: 
^ All the clergy we'dr long^beaitte, and Icliig 
hair, which flows down their flioulders,' withoot 
being tied or curled: Tlieir drefs is a, fquave 
'honnet, and a long robe of a black or dark co* 
lour, reaching to the ancles. ' Thle feoular an^ 

« > r • 

• / 1 • • • 

 An inftance of her majefty*8 zeal in this particular fell under 
iay obfcrvation* When I viiited the prefs of tlK Holy ^ynod at / 
MofcQw, three volumes offermonjj were- printing ia the Rufllan 
tongue : they were tranflitions, by the einprefs's command, from 
thcbeft Englilh, Fiench, aiid.Germanauthors^ofthofe principally, 
which contained a clear difcuiTion of tlie moral duties. Tliey 
were.to be dillributed among the parochial clergy, who had order* 
^ r^dthem occa£onally in the time of divine Icrvice. 

regular 



regular prieib 4;iCe, in foin^ iuilapces, a dUFcrept 
habit, and the dignitaries of the church are d^- 
tin^uiihed by a mof e coftjy yeftmcnt * . 

. I cannot forbear pientioniBg, that,, during, the 
fiven[)onth$ wepaflfedat Pelerlburgh, and in our 
daily inttrcourj^ -with the. nobility and gentry, 
I never once faw ii;i company a fingle .perfon^of 
the facred profefiion. It - muft be allowed^ i^« 
deed, that the pariih-priefts axe, fpr tl^e moft 
part, too low and ignorant to be qualified for 
admiffion ipto genteel focieties; while, the dig- 
nitaries, bj^ing a feparate order, and redraiued 
by ftri^ regulations, refide chiefly in their pa- 
laces within the nionafteriesj and contraft an 
averfion, perhaps an unfitnefs, for foeial inter* 
courfe. This general chara£i:e:r of the Ruffian 
hierarchy does by no means cemprehend all the 
individuals; as fome of them, with whom I oc- 
cafionally convcrfed, were men of liberal man- 
.ners and enlightened underfiandings f • 

The third diyifion of RuiBan fubjeds compre- 
hends that intermediate clafs of men between the 
nobles and peafants, which is thus defined by 

• See- prints of the feytral tccleiiailical drtiki in King's State of 
the Greetc Church In Ru{^ 

t The dignitaries occafionally dine at the tables of the nobility 
tlpctei days of great ceremony, as on that of St. Alexander Nev(kl» 
when I met the archbiihop of Roftof at prince Vglkeniki's. See 
Toi. I. book III. chap. II. 

VQi. Ill, ^ the 
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'' the -^mpVeffe; ffi the ^8th chapter df hferinftwfe^ 
\tiori^forth€*iie\V*coa6(rf4i«ra. - -^ ^ 

, " This dajft of %*n/iSv^rthy^ nieft««]^«^d 

^ ty-us/aftd "fix) may protoife 

* itfdf gteaif advahtetges/Vhen it Iftall • frave - re- 
-'Reived a -^aBie form. atid-whiA- has fo?- its end 

Theencoirragement of good morals, find the fove 

df imltiftTt,4^ *e middle ftate. This ftifte;^ (Sife-- 

^* ^ » ^ •'•^ • ^ ^ /. 

^ pofed of 'icemen, belouge neither tcy the dSiS'^f 
- tickles nor to that i&f peaikiitii. * 'All ^fe«^Whb, 
/i;eing nmtber gentlemen llo^p)fi»fa^ts,^l&lloW*tl5e 

* arts and iciences, navigdkicm, cominerGfej^opei- 
' eicrft ti^dev are to-be ranked ^4n'^fe clafe. In 
^^ihis bUr^^ fli6ttld 'be-fhzd^ff atPthbi^ ^ha, %ofn 

* t)f pletreian parents,* ihdl- hkvehc«h fejflWgRt^up 
"in fchools b^ places "^of c^dticationj 'ifeligiiiUi; or 
^others, f6tinded-hy*'us'b*^'by ^ i3tit-f)itif^fee^ 
'^Alio ttre x!hd*ren of officers,^ 'ali*%f' ifeef>fi?ci*ta- 
'ws' to the chihieery.^^BAt*a«''«ihistht#^^ 

is fufccptible* of ^diiRfrerit^di^^of'' pi»ivifeg^s, 
^aMKcK we doiibt*m^ii''t6^efife in^tfeis'W 
*^we* ihall only h't^fe open the' •way ♦fOr a' 'itt^re 
t^ni^le •cxamittat5om" ' - •-• - =■>: • -' - ^* 5*^* J^ 

Although, before thereign of Peter the Great, 
'''certain bodies of ^-merehdrits^ eiij^V^ 'pecifliar- 
,,pnvileges, which raifed tHein Vtoye.the jcb^di'^ 
. Jbwn of p^Afante,yAt,tUefe,.,v€re.few, and tbeir 
 -Advantages, Gonfidering the immfenfd moi^po- 

lieii in the hginds of the crown, and the oppref-^ 
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fion under which they laboured from the power 
of the great, extrwnely precarious. Peter, who 
duriBg his travels, perceived the utility of a 
third eftate for the^purpbfes qf coiumercq^ -made 
many regulations with this view, which, though 
excellent in themfelves, yet being siot ad^ted 
to the ftate of property in Rufiia,. did not an- 
fwer the end propofcd. Among thefe regula- 
tions, he endowed .foxne free towns with certain 
privileges, ,which. were afterwards .^oigmented by 
Hhzabeth. Bujt thefe privileges M'^ere confined 
to Peterfburgh, jMofcQW,. Aftracan, Tver, and a * 
few other great provincial towns; and all the 
^inhabitants, even merchants not excepted, were 
not diftinguiihed from the .peaiants, in two in- 
{lance9, which are coufidered in this country as 
indelible' marks of fervitude : they were fubje A 
,to the poll-tax, and to' be draughted for the 
ajpmy and navy. Catharine has exempted tlie 
hody of merchants from thefe two inftances of 
fervitude, has. increafed the number and immu- 
nities of- the free towns,* and permitted many of 
the crown-peafants, and all free men, to enrol 
themfelves, under ftipulated conditions, in the 
clafs of merchants or burghers, 
.' The merchants ar^ dlftributed into three 
daffe?- The firft comprehends thofe who have 
a capital of 10,000 roubles; the fecond thofe 
who pofiefs 5,000; and the. third thofe >riio are 

jL g, wortk 
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worth 500. By the 47tli article of the cele- 
brated manifefto of Graces, which the ettiprefs 
conferred upon her fubjefls at the conclufion df 
tFre Turkifli '^^ar in 1775; all perfong who chufe 
tb enter th^nifelres in any of thefe clalfe^ are 
et«iempted from the paH-lax, on condition of 
paying annually one per cent, of their cbpital 
employed in trade ta the crown.,' The extent of 
their Capitals, however, is not rigoroufly ex- 
amined, for the merchants may fix their c^ipital 
at any arnoiirit; as a perfon poffefling above 
10,000 roubles may enrol himfelf in any of" the 
inferior clafles, or even in that of the burgfiers. 

This alteration in the mode of aflefling nier^ 
chants is adVantasreous both to the Clown aiid to 
the fubje^s; the former i^'ceives, and the latter 
cheerfully pay, one per cent, of their capital, be- 
cauie they are exempted from < the poll-tax, and 
are entitled to additional innnunrties. Jv is alfb. 
a juft inipoft, as each merchant pays* acc^bfdilig 
to his forturie: if his= profits increafe, his af- 
feffment increaf<?s; if they dhninifl), his contrf- 
butiou proportionably diminifhes. With refpe)^ 
to the general interefts of the nation, it is a 
niafter-piece of policy; it excites induftty,,b^ 
holding up t6 the peo|)le a pri^kiple of hdnour, 
as well ais of intereft, to be derived from th^^ 
augmentation of ^their eapital; and affords^ an 
additional fecurity frcan' arbitrary imp6fitians> 
• ' ' hy 



by pledging the good faith of govcnimcntin the 
proleftion of their property. It is likcwifc-pro- 
du£live of another cfl'ential public benefit, hy 
C];jeating, as it were^ ^ third eilate, M'hich, as it 
increafes in ^v^alth, credit, ajxd importance, inuft 
by degrees acquire additional: privileges, and 
gradually rife intaconfequcnqe. 

The bufghers fonn the ifecond divifion of this 
order : th^ term burgher is applied ita al| inha- 
bitants of free towns, vho declare that tliey 
poffefs a capital Ijrfsthan j^.ioo; or ^vho, having 
that fun^, do not i? hufe to affume the more ho • 
nourable namQ . of niercliants. They poflefs 
many privileges fuperior to tl>e peafants; but 
qxe diftinguiihed from the merchants by being 
dill fubjeft to tlie poll-tax, and to enrolment in 

the armyor navv. 

Under this third order muft be included all 
the othei- free fubjeds of the empire; nainiely, 
thofe (lavfs who have received liberty from their 

matters : tJbofe ^vho liave obtained their difmif^ 

• • • 

fion from/the army arid navy; the members of 
the Acaclemy of Arts, ^and of other fimilar infti- 
tutipnS;, orphans from the Foundling-Ilofpital, 
and, laftlv, the clHklren of all thcfc frccunen- All 
thefe peribns have permiffion to little and; trade 
in any part of the empire, and may enrol them: 
felves, accor^ling to their capital, aniong the 
burghers or merchants. By thefe wife rcgu- 

I, 3 / la t Ions, 
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latiohsj the number of perfons above flav:es ^ will 
gradually increafe, and niuft in tiniefbrm a vqiy 
confidcrkble order of mien, as foinf as they fhalt 
acquire the 1'ight of poffeflinglarid.' ' 

' It is a circumftance not unworthy of rerharft:, 
tfhat the Riiflian merchants and tradefmen fel- 
d^m keep books of accouttts, {as few ''of thera 
can either i-eaJd of wrfteyarid are unacquainted 
with the knoAvled^e of 'figuresl Their manner 
of reckoning is by a machine*, with feveral 
rows of wires, iipoii which lieads are ftrurig. The 
beads on the firft row ftand-*ft)r units, thofe on 
the fecond for tens, on the third for hundreds, 
on the fourth for thoufands, and in a fimilar pro** 
greffion. By means of this machine they fub- 
tra6l, multiply, and divide with great exactnefs/ 
An exception, among a few others, to this genie- 
ral obfervation, fliftuld he mentioned. The moft 
honeft and iriteihgent perfons of this order are 
the inhabitants of Archangel and its environs: 
they arQ mollly able to read, write,' and caft ac-^ 
counts; many of them are' much employeil at 
Peterfburgh, by the members of the Britilh fac^i 
tory,' to fuperintend their warehoufes, and they 
have the general charafter of faithful and-induf- 
trious fervants. It may, perhaps, be difficult to 



• Sim'thr, to the Ciilue&. I*rofeirf)r 5|aundcrfon, who was blind, 
xifed an ixpf roTcd maclune of .this kind in his mat][^eniatical compu^ 
tations. V • - 

* ^ account 



have concurred to rentier the inhabitants of the ' 
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^ t€LW.n and environs of Archansrel more iajtelli- 

inff c^uff; iliould be thought luffjcient. , Arphr 

angelj^j^om the time ot its firft diippvery by the 

Eu^lilh m 1554, was, .during a conliaerable.pe-' 

rio4.,fhe^ great emporium of,IUifliA;*many^ 

inhabitaJits,,tliprefpre/Qe^^ Qonnej6lcd withfo-f 

rei^n,qi<?rchants,^ m ho^^ required gfeat exa6inefs 

ijljtl^^^^^^ to bii-| 

finels* By ^ kind of local entliufiafiir Und tra'- 
•71. .'^ *:pr *^ \^ ■} f »>,). • / ••^1 r^r^ ••/• '-.. j 

ditional inftru^ion, they Jiave continued to ttil^^ 
twiffuiih Iheniielves anions; tlicn' c'oiuitA^ihcn, by 
acaujirn^g the rudiments of arithmetic, a.nd by,a 
ddiiient uilcharge.pj their truft, 
{ JV. The fourth order of fub]e6l.s comprehend' 
the peafa.nts. . .... 

The peafants QfRuflia.ate generally ferfs, ,or 
flaves* , apd may be divuleq into,, i-JPeafants 

* In the former editioiis of this work, and according *to the ftat^ 
1^. the peafants in !77JJ> I had the iatisfaftion qf adding to tliis lift 
pf freej^eafants, thofe of the tlJ^^ine^afid.Rufnaip Fiyl^nd,who pre- 
fef;v.odi f ccniidcraWe degree . of k^hva. .until, tlie Jaf e . e^c^enfion of 
Jhe p^U-fax has xp*^^<if!^ ^kV^ almoft tQ a jlevel with the reft. Pqv 
by iuUfedling them to that afTeflment, the emprefs has unconfci^ 
oully .eounteratSlcd the general principle which had. hitherto beea 
jhe chief obje6t of her reign, that of gradually extending the privet 
Wcsaftcl freedoii^ of rhe lower clafs of people, , By introducing 
* I, 4 ' ^ ' among 
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of the ctown. i. ]Peafanfs belonging; ttt: iindi^ 

vidnals. 

' I. Th^ crown peafants inhabit the iftipeKsX 
dieineihes ; * knd |h»bba(bly comprebead, ihcluding^' 
tfeofe helongitiff tfo the church linds; which* a?? 
^ow annexed to the (5f6wh, about the fixth patt 
of the Ruffian peafants. They are iminedtately 
Viider the jurifdi^aon of* the !inpe¥ial officers of 
bailiffs. Although hable to great exaftioni^ by 
the tenure of their fubje(5iidn, from thefe p^ttjr 
tyrants, yet t^ey are rimch riiprfe fe6ure of ^elr 
property ; arid being under the proteftion of the 
fovercign, any flagrant ' inrtarices of opprefliOn 
toe more eafily made fehoVn and redrefied* 
Many of thefe A^ifl&tls, in particular diftri^^ lia^ye 
been enffanchifed, and permitted to enrortbemr- 
felves among the 'merchant arid bu'^ghm;'atod 
the whole body will gradually receive morcpri- 
vileges, as the fpirit of hutfianity'and"p3liqy pcj- 
iietrates further into thefe regions. 

'a. Peafants belonging, to individuals are the 
priV'^^te property of the landholders, as much as 

among the peafints. of the Ukraine, or Hnfllaa Finland, a tax^ 
^ which is confidercd as a "badge of flavery; ihe has been reduced to 
the neceflity^of rendering them ftrfs, or gleka adftri^i^ who were hc- 
JbA (Ne peafimtSy from the impolitk lawj tk^hicli is the unavisldabJe 
con^ftcjuiince of the poll-tax, in a country whercia the nobles can 
alone poffefs landed property, that of making the Jandholdcr an- 
iWerable for the aifefTment of his peaiants; as under that circum- 
ftance bt muft have the power of preventing th^ir migriatioB. 

implements 



/ 



^ & 



V .K A S' % K T 9, 



I5S 



lA^menta gf ^^riculture, ' or herds of cattl^, 
and t^e value of ai\ eftdte is ' efiimated, as m 
Poland^ by the ')QUfi[ihe« pf boors, and not by 
the*:niitnber of acres* / No regulations have, 
pTerhap^y teiuied more to rivet the ftackles of 
ftaver)% than the two laws of Peter Uie Great; • 
c'ne "vehiel^ renders the landholder accoantabte 
tti the Crown for ^hc poR-tax of his vaiials, and 
the other which Obliges him to fumifli a certaia 
iramberof recruits; for by thefe means ho ben 
coihes interefied to prevent the' migration cf' 
his peafants without permrffion from tJie place 
'irf'tfieir nativity. With reipe^k to his own dc- 
J»fi(mls^on his peafant^, the lord is refhaioed by: 
tio law. He is abfoliite mailer of tlieir time and 
kbolur; Hw^' he* employs in agriculture, a few 
iie makes hjfcS: menial feivants, perhaps without 
wa-ges*; and from others he exa6ls air annual. 
j[>aynient *:. Each v^flal; thcrcitjrej is rated re- 
cording 

'^pTlie eipprefs thus eswrefTes h vfelf on this head: 

^ n ify a gutte de village, qui ne paye fes redevanccs tn argent. 

Les'pofTeflens, qui ne voyent jamais ou que tres nirement Icors ril- 

k^^j' irtv^fent <rhac[ue fete a un a deux tt jofiia'i ciiu) fDabiei, 

ian^ s*emb!irairer c<muBent le payiaxi>$*y prendra poargagnercet 

^argent* 

*^ II /erolt tres necefTaire de preTcnre aux poiTe^lean des Loisc 
qui les obligent % agir avec pins de c»rcon(pe6tion dans }a manieie 
dont lis fc font payer le\\re droits, ct a <xiger du payfan dcs 
rede van ces qui foient de nature 4 T^loigner le moins qu'il fera 
poiliht^ de £x xnaifon et di fa famillo. Par ce moyen )^on xnettra 

r^igricuJtujie 



c(yrdmg to the arbitrary will />f his ;Qiai)^r- jSffQif ' 
contribute four or five fljilH©gs>a*y^fti/;^tbea?%i;. 
Ai^bare eai^ged . iji trq^c ,q^. : bu^ei^ are^^r 
feflfed ia proportions fs^ tb^jr /append profits; . 
AiiycJapital wUiicb they aciqiyir^^;bj^'.|heir b^.r 
rtuftrV, ,.may be Jfei?;^d, «a0(i l^erp.if:^^ bf i^> r^-^, 

cfa^fa; aa, accordiiig to^theipl(h^p4i^^y^:.vlf^^]K 
fliU e^ifts, a flav^ caatxQt iAftitftte, a^prqce^ 
agatiHi;vhis maaer- > ,. . . . ., .^.^ 

-The tnpde, adopted Ij^y ip^ny laii4^1#ip. wilifer 
Ad? pettfanit^i rertiiad^ me of t^e;p;3^^ii?p agaoag^ 
tbe Jiqirtaii& . . A tticw, w^e ar^e* to}^ c^ijifip^ , waijiy; 
of hh ilaves to be i^ftyuQied in t^e; ^lt of . ccupy*. 
ii^g 'manufcripts,. wbich.hc.fold.at.a v^^ liigfe 
pricp^ i^nd raifed a popfideraUlc %Mi?»e^ On :(imi3% 
l»Pf ripcipk^ fome.of tbe iluffiai»^ i^jbitty M!r 
tb^ii; iva^flate to jVIofcow or Pejtf;? fbujiFgh, .% tl\ft 
p^p«fc ^f learning varjoi^s, l)f^ic|aft^ t^ul^t 
th*y , f^ither, employ , tjiem on theif oym e(lat^ 
let them out foi: hire, fell them at an advance^ 
price, or receive from them an annual compen- 
fation for the permiflion pf exercMhg thei?1:rtE8e 
fpr their own advantage. 

in regard to the lord's -^^thority /ove? theif 

^agriculture en viguevtr, et la population augmentera dans Verar^f 
pire.*' Inftru(5lion, &c. p. 79. - 

This cuftom oFo.bljglng the peafants to pay an annual Aim in 
poncy, frequently drives tlie n^ccflitous to the ' moft dcfperat^ 
piod^s of acauiring it^ ' 

perfoixs^ 
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p^foiis, a<x?6rdirig to t34e antJent laws, B^ niighf 
try tfheiti iii'liiS' own coiurfe of juftice, or ptiniflt 
them witfeotit any procefs; h* coftTd inflifl? 
erei'y ' Ifpecies of penalty exct^ing the Unoot,- 
oTd-lr thfenfe 'ttJ'M wKpped, or confined'iA dufige--' 
orrs^ he inight ferid them to houfes of coTre'e^l 
tiorf, of •baniilif ' them' into SilJeria; br, ik ihbtti' 
take cognizance of eveiy mJ(8emeahouf "^rhich- 
.Tras'ndt a public offenct?. He 'had, Ihdecirf, kgi 
pf/vVer 6Vef • tiief^ lives-,^ fdr;^-«'flavfeWfl8 fe^t' 
By or*r of "fiiJ-marteivafia dJitiwiflwh the'fpsice 
of tfir^e dai;^, ^le m'After 'was guilty df murderj 
Uttieis btlref teafons cdu!tl bei alffignefl fev his de- 
mifei 'Bfet^-frai'iiot thi^ 'aliBfjft a m<ick^' <if 
juftWfer^-for fu^feiy a mah-migk be terribly chtt- 
Ifflfe^^ilSoiiefttWcTihg death mthinfhree da^sf 
atjd' if'W'Vaffel'died within that %c^, ' and ' hii ^ . 
miaftef' Vasu Mri. of donfequeiicfeywbo could' 
b»rlHg%imf6»JH!fi*ce*? - By the ne^ TfegiiiatibftBi  . 

* • r 

' ' ' : '  » . .'•.,-; 

-^ Hq7 ^ySq^-^iyy^; fuch tyrwmie^ efcapf the. co^mko of j^ r 

coyrt, jyid; rqmin uj|;ipv^i<h.ed 1 . Somctimp«r'i^^ed, a fiobje i*^ 
brought to juftic'c. One inftance, though mentioned in a former 
publication, I beg leave to introduce iirthis p^acc: *' IrfthepKfon' . 
offhfykovr^iju^s^:^ Ipifitlinsan cmMtd, M^ ht a}<me ts 4^ed 
the privilege ^f ever coming from his cell j a punifliment which is. 
i>y no means adequate to his crimej • namely, that of ordering feve- 
ral df his pekfatlts to be whipped in fb* cruel a manner, that they 
died.^' This tifabumftonce will ihow the power wliich the jorda ha-v6' 
oy|r their peifai^s } and will at the fame time prove, that fuck ) 
crimes, wlien difcpvered, do not always remain vwpun^fhed." Ac- 
count of Pfifohsi&c' p. j?, - • ' 

V . . . J * 
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litis enormoHs power is* reduced by re^bidrons 
more confonant to tbq humane principles which 
diftinguifli all the regulations of the emprcfs; 
and the right of. infliding puniihmeat is lodged, 
where it ever ought to bq, in the hands of the' 
public jmagiftrate: > Abufes, however, dill; fub- 
fiftj but muft, in time, yield to the influence off 
fuch falurtary inilrtutions. 
, i api.far from aflerting, that inhumanity is 
tjie general chara^eriiidc of the I^uiTian nobility ; 
or that many fterfQB5s^ dp no% treat, their vaiiails 
with the utinoft benevolence* I am alfo well 
aware, that feveral ^ peafants are in. {}fch a flou* 
riiliing condition as to have accumulated very 
C£mfiderable capitals without dread pf exaflion ; 
and that ihniG even poifefs landed o^ftates under 
their mafters names. . But if we coniider the' un- 
happy pWafure which .tpo^many feel in tyrannize 
i|ig over their inferiors, we have, every reafon 
to conclude, that the generality of boors muft 
ftill be cruelly oppreffed. How t'hcn can a coun-^ 
try fHid to be civilized, in which domeftic fla* 
very ftill exifts? ' . 

The vaffals who work for tbeir anafteis, genC'- 
rally receiving their maintenance, tor being ac- 
commodated vith a imall portion^ of land, aU 
ways enjoy in fuffioient abundance the common 
neceffaries of life ; • and ufually fpend their earn** 
|ng in clothes or fpirituous liqupr^ Tjbofe who^ 
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in con tradition to this general rule, fave the 
profits of their labour, or trade, conceal as much 
as poflible an acquifition of fortune ; they*fei- 
'dom change their mode of living, and frequent- 
ly bury' their money in the gix)und. This cuf- 
tom is one TCafon, amohg feveral others, of the 
fcatcity of filler currency ; that being the Spe- 
cie' which is chiefly amaffed. The praftice of 
• hiding money is common in all countries of the 
Eaft, where property is not well fecured; and 
where the people, through dread of exa&ions, 
cannot evien venture to ufe the riclies which they 
have acquired. ' 

A peaibut may obtain his liberty, l. By maiiu« 
miffion^ w^Hich, on the death of the malier, is^ 
frequently 'granted to - thofe who have fer ved in 
the capadty of his immediate domeftics; s. Br 
•purchafe ;;!3..By. ferving in the army or navy; 
for a pea&nt h iiee from* tlie moment of his en- 
TOjmait- In all thefe cafes tlie emprefs has fa- 
cilitated ' the means of obtaining freedom, by 
waiving . feveral rights of the crown, which, in 
fome mealtiiae,» obftruded this emancipation. Al- 
though the fovereign cannot alter the funda- 
mental ftate of property, by conferring on tlie 
peafants, as individuals, privileges which might, 
infringe thofe of the nobles; yet flie has alle- 
viated theif condition by ifluing feveral laws ia 
<beir favour. By allowing free.pealants to fettle 

in 
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. -in any part of her dp^iiniQns, and enrol theixi* 

. fel\;€s apiong the burgherjs or mercjiants, ac- 

. cordiifg to their Te^6iiye capital.,. She 1)^ given 

a fiaJ^ility to the^r fteedo|ji, ai\d affojxied tbe 

ilrppgejft incitemcjits for the exertions of induf- 

rtty-. She has repealed thofe o|^preffive laws, 

which forbad, in certain. diilri6ts, all pe?ifants . to 

^jnpity .without tlie confeftt of . the goy^cnor pf 

ithe:provinCie, or ^le vay vode of the tqwn,< who 

, nfually exaded ^ prefent from the parties *. 

From this geiifmli-reKiew of tJgie various inha- 
.bitants in Ruflia, it may ^ be perceived, that, 
thougli proceeding towards civili^tio|i, .they 
are ftill far^ removeid fro^n that ftate ; that a ge- 
. neral improyemei>t cannot take pl^ce while. the 
greater part contipue in abfolute vaflalagie ; nor 
.cau any eflfeftual phange be ii^rodifx^j^d in the 
national rqanners, until the people eiyoy^fuU 
iSecuri ty in tlieir perfpi^s and , property-. 
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* See 17th article of the Manifefto, at the^ conclufion of the 
peace with the Grand Signer -. " In certain clijftrifts pFour empiro 

; St has been hitherto neceffary to 6btain a pertmffion to Hiarry-ffoni 
the governors of provinces; ; or the. vayvodcs oi town^;, JW^^tiis 

. perm iffion was Hfually purchafed by fnon^y or cattle. .^7e. ^I|?d^ 
this cuftom $ and from this time every perfoB Avail be free to many 

' without obtaining rimUarpermifliotis.^'* *• *''*' 
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Academy of Scienceg— ^Origin and inftitution.--Trajifa<S:Idns.'^ 
•'Membcfsi-^Library.— Mufeum.— Foflil bones of eJephants and 
ether Rhimal^ foiind iii Sibcna.*— Native copper and iron .-^Gol- 
den oricuninU. from feveral ancient fepiiichre9.^-*>Rufi|u| coins, 
•i— Waxen figure of Peter the Great.— ^Gelellial globe of Gotto^. 
i^ Academy of Arts.— Society for the Promotion of Agriculture. 
'•— Corps decadetS-^'—Couvent des demoiftUes nobles. . 

..... , .. . : '^ ' 

^•"IPHE Iriyperlal Academy of Sciences o'wes its 
* •**' inftitutiontd Peter the (jreat, Mhb/diir- 
*irig liis travels, oblcrved the advantage of pub- 
" lie focieties for the promotion of literatui^. By 
ihe adVit^iS'Of Wolf and Leibnitz, the fociety 
♦'was regulated;^ and ftveral learned foreignei's 
'.were inviteid'to-becfome.members. Peterhimfelf 
-drew the plat\, aiid figned it on the i oth of Februa- 
ry 1-724 ; but was prevented, by his fiidden deativ 
from carrying it hito execution. Hisdeceafe, 
"•however,'didn6t prevent its completion; -f6r, 
on the 2ift ©f December 17Q5, it was^ eftabHIh- 
ed by- Catharine I. and on the 27th the firft af- 
. fembly took place. On the ift of Augiift 1 726, 
.Catharine honoured the meetiniv with her' ])i>e- 
-fence, wh(^ profeiror Bulfinsycr, an eminent Ger- 
man na.turalift, pronounced an oration upon the 
/ .* ' . -" advances 
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' advances made by means of the ioadftone and 
needle, for the difcovery of the longitude *. 

Theemprefs fettled an annual fund of jf :5,000 f 
for the fupport of the academy; and fifteen 
members, eminent for learning and talents, were 
admitted and penfioned, under the title of pro- 
feflbrs in the various branches of liteiature and 
fcience. .The mod diftinguiilied were Nicholas 
and Daniel Bernoulli, the two de Lifles, Bul- 
finger, and Wolf. 

During the iliort reign of Peter the Second, 
the falaries of the ;nembers were difcontinued, 

; and the academy negleded by tlie court ; but 
it was again patronized by the emprefs Anne, 
who even added a feminary for the education of 
youth, under the fupcrintendance of the profef- 
fors. Both inftitutions flourifhed under the di- 
redion of baton Korf ; but, on his death, aiX' 
ignorant perfon being appointed prefident, many 

. of the moft able members quitted llufTia. At 
the acceffion of Elizabeth, new life and vigour 
\vcre reftored to the academy : the original plan 
was enlargeci and improved ; fome of the moft 
learned foreigners were again drawn to. Peterf* 

• Sec Nachricht voiiderKays : Acad. &c. in Schmidt BeytracyCf 
p. 35 } alio Jour. Pet. for June 1779> p. 383. ' 

f " Summam a Petro Magno conftitutam vicinti-quatuor mil- 
irum nofigentorum et duodecim rubelionum. ' Nov. Com. !• 

P-. S- -  ' 

burgh, 
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burgh, and, what avus confidered as a goo6 
Omen for the literature of Ruflia, two natives, 
Lomdriofof and Rumov/ky, meU of genius and 
abilities, who had profeeuted their' ftudies in 
foreign univerfities, Vefe enrolled afiiorig thd 
membei's. ' The annual inooine was increafed to 
^ lo,659, and foon afterwards the nfew inftitu-* 
tion took i^ace. 

The emprefs Cathatitie, with her ufual zeal 
for ptomotitlg the difFtifion of knowledge, tools 
this iifefiil Society tindef her more immedi- 
ate proteftionj flie altered tlie court of direct- 
tors gteatly to th^ ^Viintage of the whole 
body; corrected matiy abufes, and infufed a 
new fpirit into theit refearcbes. By her par*- 
ticular recommendation, the moft ingenious 
profeflbrs vifited the various provinces of her 
dominions ; and as the fulid 6f tbe^ Academy 
Was n6t fiifBcieht to fupply the whole expence, 
the eitiprels beftowed a largefs* of £.9,^000, 
which has been occafidnally renewed. 

TKe purport of th^fe travels will appear from 
the iilftni6iit)ns giveil by the academy. The 
perfons engaged ih thefe expeditions were or- 
dered to purfue theii* inquiries on the different 
forts of earths and watets ; on the bed metlio^ls 
of cultivating the barren and defart fpot^ ; oxi 

^ * * tach. RufT. Sibl. vol. I. j^. 50. 

Vol. iii« k tbe* 
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the local difofders incident to men and ani- 
mals, ind the moft efficacious means of re- 
lieving them; on breeding cattle, and particu- 
larly ih^ep ; on the rearing of bees and filk- 
worms ; on the different places and otyefis for 
^filing and hunting }. on minerals ; on the arU 
and trades ; and on the indigenous plants to form 
a Flora R ujfica. They were particulaiiy inilm^d 
to reftify the longitude and latitude of the princi- 
pal towns ; to make aftronomical, geographical, 
and meteorological obfervations;, to trace the 
courfe of the rivers : to take the moft exad; charts: 
to defcribe with accuracy the manners, cuftoms^ 
dreffes, languages^ antiquities, traditions, hifto* 
ly, religion ; in a word, to gain every informa- 
tion which might tend to illuftrate the real ftate 
of the empire. 

In confequence of thefe expeditions, perhaps 
no country can boaft, within the fpace of a few 
years, fuch a number of excellent publications 
on its internal ftate, natural produ6lions, topo- 
graphy, geography, and hiftory ; on the manners, 
cuftoms, and languages of the different people, 
as have iflued from the prels of the Academy, 

Tlie moft remarkable of thefe diftinguiihed 
travellers' are Pallas, Gmelin^ Guldenftaedt *# 
Georgi, and Lepekin, 

• The reader will find an account of Pall^, Gmclin, and Gul- 
deniUedt in the next chapter. 

The 



The>firft tl^nfa^^ons «f this fociety were pvh^ 
lifliediiB 179^9^0(1 entitled, Commmtflrii Acade* 

jStn. J7*ft with a dedication jtp P?J*r IL The 
puWicaUon v*» ^ft^iTniq^^ under thi^ foirm until 
thf year 1747> whw rljhie ^ranfedioi^^i wpfp called 
iSTwi* ComtnentarH. Aafdemue, Ac. X^ 1777 
the Academy again chjuoiged the title into 4^^ 
AcadfimUpScieniiarum JmperialU Petfopolittuncs^ 
s^nd ^tered the aixangdpient of the work-, Thfb~ 
^fi^x% ^hich h^dbaen. hitherto puWifli^d. in the 
I^i^ tongue, aiie awjw . written either in that 
language, or Fre^hj <tnd a preface is adde(^, 
ftyled, Sortie £[ijipfiffie^ which contains an ac- 
count of the proceeding5», , n^^tings^ admiflion 
of new jnembers, dpd other occurrences f. Of 
the Gotnnientaries, fp^rteen Volumes were pub- 
liihed ; the J&rft lof the }^^^ Commentaries made 
its appjeawncc in .1750, lapd . the jtwentieth in 
177$- Under the titie of A&a Acpdcfnue, feve- 
ral volumes have been given to the public ; .aufl 
twp.ttr^ tfi be priBjted every year^ T^f^^ tranf* 

I • ' ' ^ 

' J •••.<•. 

* , ^ Huoc autem «t ft^uentes tomps NoTorttm jComniefttanQnim 
nomioe ^eo r^ire; quia Academja aync novis legibus indrudbi 
fft ) et tl^iTes hie aliter, ac in pnecedentibus tonus fieri folebat, 
difpoCtae inreiiiimtiir.'* . Nov. Coirt. Vol. I. p. 4>— oila tkis fame 
vftlume .the ftatutos £orihe; r^gif U^ipn of the 8o<^i«;^» W^ ^ 'M^ 
inftitutions, are ixiferted, p. 9-^^ 3* 

t Afta Ptt. for 1771. P. !• 

H l{ actions 
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a6lions kbbimd with ingenious and mborate 
difqnifitions on various parts of fciehcg and natu- 
tail lilftory, which refleft great honour upoti their 
authors' ; arid it may not be an exaggeration to 
affert,'thatrio fociety in Europe has more diftin- 
guifbed* itfelf for the exeell^rice of its publica- 
tions, 'particularly in the abftrufe parts of the 
pure dnd mixed matheiiiaticS; ^ - • . 

' The academy is ftill compofed, as at firft, of 
fifteen* profeffors, the prefident and direftor. 
Each profeffbr has ahoufe and an annual fiipend 
from jf .200 tOj^.Coo. - Bftfide the profeflbrsy there 
are fdur afljiinfts, -^fAxb ire alfo perifioned ; they 

• - • 

afepfefent fiEt tlie fittiiigs of the fociely, and fuc- 

•ceed to the firft vacancies. > 

' This^ general ftccmmt '<5f the eftabUflimehf, 

progrefs/ and prelent ftatfe of the Academy, will 

benaturalfy fiicceeded ty z, defcription of the li-- 

-brary, tlte cabinet of natiiral hifl:ofy, and the 

"other ciiriofities, which I vilited fev^ral tim^s 

' dirririg' my iky at Pfeterfburgh: - . «  . 

''■ The librtiry 'owed it oiigili' to 2,500 volumes 

which Peter the Great feized at Mittau, in his 

• 5 wcdifli campaign ; it was afterwards in crj^affed 
by the bounty of .that emperor, and of his fitC- 

* celfora, and lately enriched hy the curious coj- 
^leftiori of prince Radzivil at Newitf, taken by 

the Ruffians in i77C; dltHrig the troubles 6f 
Poland. M. Bachmeiltcr 'inlbrmed nie, that, 

" ^ ^ lince 
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fince this tail acquifition, the nitmber of books 
amounted to Sfi^oOOL The inoft ancient MSS« 
ar^ the Livi^ of .the- Saints, written in 1298,^ and 
a Chronicle of Ncftoir^lhc earlicft hiftorian of 
this empire. This Chronicle, together with thofe 
of NoTOgorod, Plefcof^ of the Ukraine, Cafan,^ 
asidAfiracan, the genealogical tables of the early 
gidaijb-Kliikes, from Vkdnnir the Great to the 
tzal: Ifan Vaffiliqvftch, t^ompiled in the ifth^ 
k'dtSh,' l4th, and following centuries, convinced 
n^ that Uttfiia b extrmely rich, as. wellin do-» 
pqments lelating tcrits m.ore remote annals, as to 
tjiofeu of later times*; They arcaU written in the 
Sclavobian tongue;^. Among the MSS. relating 
to the hiftory of Ruffia, muft not be omitted fix^r 
teed voluaiesiniblio, containing an account of 
the negotiations of Peter's minifteip, froni 1711 
to ^7 2 6 ; aUb thirty : volumes <^ the ofl5 cial . cor-f 
refpondence t)f prince Mentchikof, frcwri 170a 
to 1^717 ^thefex6Ue^iQPQs wotld. ferve as gopd 
materifela towardij rcoimpiling an authentic hifto- 
ry of Pet^r theGiteat^ ^ work mud)' wanted. » 
• One : Mg. ahbOugh of VPify' modern dite, is 
yet highly valued, onjkCQPMntjofthe jaugUft pcij; 
fon by whom it was written, and is preferved in 
ail selegant box of bronze; gilt It contains th^ 
infirudlions of the eitiprefs to the committee de- 

.1 V . «... . _ 

\ 
^ •See Chap, S. . '^ ' 

' ^ H 9 legated 
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legated to formjtnetf cade oftbirs; 
draim up by herfelf; cliid written' withi her own 
hand. This M&i is.^v^s.'|)Iaced lipoa the 
table, wherievtr the lAeipii^teof.tJic Academj 
bold a fokmii'ine€ling,!r v/.'» ; 

. AnK)Qg fevir&l bbols^s, ;the librafidufhcrwed nie 
«, ro}iitner'C0]ititmmg!th^:.A^a of the ^A^diikit 
and the £piftle% AvhichLid turiaus, as being tho 
firft book pfidted* in RufTi^^/; it bears tfafe datd 
bf 1^504, ^nd: :]ffucd ^roihrctU^' prds eftELbliihed 
at Mofcow, : The pa^erisj certaisly 1 of. oxxf 
T[iamif^}iTty 0^ it bear» the FiHglifli. fiamp ; 
and we fiiid tii -Haekluyt^ that paper ^dkraisi among 
the fiirft hn|>bits which^'ll^ffiil. let^td froiq 

nefe books thah any o;^i^'icoUc£i:idlk ia:£ilf 
rope. They are Piaffed in ppk^tfolios, M^d conif ' 
fid of £> 800 Separate piecea : A^ vxaffc pata^ 
logue hais b€ei t$tdy made by Votitief) who 
paffed {tv^r4Vym^^tfiikm p^hew a Ruffia^ 
church is eftabliihed, ^nd itudedts aire permitted 
to reiide for the purpofe of ieaming the lin-s 
guagfif* HIithdrto We have lieen indebted al* 



t ^ 1 «, • . . - . 



« * • < V ^J * 



• Mr. Nkbol9 jjifprms u^ttat IHUHoolt yn$ ten ftsnin the 
prefs, Mid that the nam^s of thd ^r^rprnitttt were Ivan Hoderfoa 
and' Peter Timofioffsom. ^e « T6e Origin of Pwtiiig, 1776^'* 
p. 288. 

t See JRufTw Difcbvcriij, 

. ' ' moft 
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iiioft to the French alone for accounts of the 
Chinefe empire*. The amicable intercourfe, 
however, which has for fome time fubfifted be- 
tween the courts of Peterfburgh and Pekin, has 
facilitated the acquifition of Chinefe books ; 
and the eftablfhment of a feminary at Pekin has 
led the Ruffians to obtain a more accurate know* 
ledge of that country. Hence many intereftin^ 
publications have appeared at Peterlburgh, rela- 
tive to the laws, hiftory, and geography of China, 
extraftcd and tranftated from the originals pub- 
lilhed at Pekin. 

The various branches of natural hiftory are 
diftributed in different apartments. This mu- 
feum, which is extremely rich in native produc- 
tions, has been confiderably augmented by nu- 
merous fpecimens, coUefted by Pallas, Gmeliri, 
Guldenftaedt, and other learned profclTors, dur* 
ing their late expeditions through the Rufiiau 
empire. 

The fluffed animals and birds, occupy one 

r 

apartment. Among the former I particularly 
obferved the Kqitus Hemionus^ a fpecies t>f wild 
horfe, which bears the appearance of a mule : it 
refembles an afs in the mane, cars, feet, and tail, 

and principally in the black ftreak do wn the back ; 

f , 

• The account of lord Macartncy*s embafTy* by the late fir T 

George Staunton, has added to our knowledge of that empire. 

w 4 in 
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in Other parte it is lik^ a hojrfe. It i$ the fame 
which was called by Ariftotle th^ ffemionos, 
found in his days in Syria, and which he cele-r 
l^rates for its ;aniazing fwiftnefs and fecundity ; 
it is dpnominated by the Moijgofe djhiggethiy 

' which fignifies eared ; is alfo known among na- 
turalifts by the pamp of mulus Dauricus^ becaufe 
it is found in Dauria, about the rivers Amoor, 
Onop, and Orgoon^ TJiefe animals, l^owever, 
are there obferved only in fmall numbers, de- 
tached from the numerous herds which hihabit 
the defeits of Tartary, to the fouth of the Ruf-\ 
fian dominions. Their fwiftnefs is proverbial, 
an4 1? i'A^ to e^^ceed even that of t^e antelope ; 
they are (Jefcribed by the Tartars as very fierce, 
and fo untraftable as not to be teamed. Pallas 
has favoured the ^prld wjth an accurate defcrip- 
tion and engraving of this Angular animal, in 

^ theNew Commentaries of the Academy, to which 
I refer the reader, as well as to Pennan|;'s ac- 
count, in his Hiftory of Quq^drupeds, The 
other animal^ peculiar t^o. Ruffia ^nd the adja- 

' cent countries, . which attra6led my notice, are 
the wild ram,' called Argoli by tl^e Mongols, by 
Linnfeus Capra Ammoriy which inha|?its th^ 

, mountainou3 deferts fe^uth of tjie |^ake Baikal : 
the Bos Grunniens of Linnaeus, or grunting ox 
of Pennant^ which inhabits Tartary and Thibet, 
and is menjfonecl here for the uncomm.on beauty 

of 
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of the tail, full and flowing, of a glofly and 
^ky t€xt^^e• Thefe tails form a confider- 
able article of exportation from Thibet. The 
Indians faften fmall^ bundles of the hair for fly- 
flaps; the Chinefe dye tufts with a beautiful 
fcarlet, fpr the decoration of their caps, and 
the Turks employ it as ornaments * to their 
flandards, I obferved alfo the ibex, or bouque- 
tintf of Siberia, the while bpar, the ermine, the 
muijt-rat, the flying fquirrel ; among the amphi- 
bious animals, the fea-l^oHe, whofe tuik m ufed 
infl;ead of ivory, and the fea-otter,. which is 
caught on the coaCl of I^mtchatka, and of the 
Aleiitiaa) . and Fox Iflands. This animal - i^ 
gristly prized for its rich and valuable fur, and 
the flcln is jd^fpofed of .to thp Chinefe at a high 

price:}:. .. ; ;.- 

V The collei3;ion of bifds,., infers, fifli, fhells, 
dd^d plants, all ranged '}n e^a^t order, and after 
th^ fyil^tu. of Linnaeus, v/^%t attra& the obfer- 
vation pf the nafturalift. , ; . , 

In the cabinet of natural hifl;ory, I was fur- 
prUed ^t the number ai^d.vaiiety of foflil bones, 
teetli, apd horns, of the elephant, rhinoceros, 
^jxd buffajio, djfcovered in different parts of this 

<^ The Europeans erroneously fut>pofe thefe. ornaments to be 
made from horfe-taiU. 

f €ee account of the bouquetin> in.Trayeh in SwitzerlancU ]>t- 
tcr4f, 

) Sec Ru^San Difcovpfieii 

. r empire^ 



emfHi^, ]^t mot^ partt<6tdar]^ in tlie fduthem re- 
gidm of Siberia, where the^e animate werenevw 
kftown to exift. According to the opinion of 
Peter, who, though a great monarch, was cer* 
|:ainly no great natumlift, the teeth -fotond near 
Voronetz wore the remains of elephants belongs 
iKg to the army 6f Alexander the Great, who, 
aco^ifdirigto fome hrftorians, croffed the Don, 
and jklvanced as far as^ Koftirika* Thtf celc- 
btated • Btty e? conjefturc^ * , that the bones and 
•teeth lodnd in Siberia belonged to elephants 
common 4n that eountry, during the wars of the^ 
Mongiol irionarchs with the Periians and Indi- 
ans j and this plaufibte fiipjfefition is in (ome^ 
meafure corroborated by the difcoVery of the 
enSire- Ikeleton of ail elephant in qne of the Si- 
berian tombs. But this opinion, as Pallas^ juftly^ 
obferves, i» fufficiently refuted by the eo^fide- 
ration, that the elephairts employed in all the ar-' 
lilies of India could never have afforded the V^ft 
quantities of teeth which have been already dif-* 
covered f. 

The fame ingenious naturalift has given^ ^u 
ample defcription of ' thefe foffil bones, aind en-- 

t r 

dcavoured to account f*r thfiir origin ^ , Oi^ 

P LeBruyn'sTrsiTelSy v^.I. t>.63. , 

f Nov. Com. XIII. p. 440. 

% ahiv. Com. Be Offiinis Sifcuria^ fbffiiibtts. He iayr^tfe^/in ao 

country more foflil bones have been difcovered than in Siberkj^ 
and that elephants' teeth have been dug^ vif 'm &di ^leHtyy as tci 
neiake a confiderable^ article of trade, 

I 'examining 
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t 
I 

ieiiaitiiiimgitlio£e>4ik the av^fettiit^ b* ^[^.leS: td 
ilimtflude^' that aof iliefe bonds are eqiially. dIK 
]k^d!maUilieiiQrthem;r^ions of .Europe, ths 
dipiate proba|)ly was in the earlier ages fiLtfiid^ 
eii!tfy iwami tiOk be tbe native countries of the ele- 
iphtnly rhilK>CjefK>99 amd otJlei: <)uaidmpsdsy bcpv 
jfottivl otiljr in the fouth. \Biiti:^lmn hemStaAi 
daring hi^ traveb^ the'fpotf wBere.tfae fb^l bo^ 
4ies wene fcHmd; and could ^rm a judgmefti 
£roni his own bb&rvationt, and^ not- from the IM^ 
fsomAi of otheiB^he candidly^ :; renounced" hii( 
Ibrmer hypoth^Sy and, in confo^wity with- ^itf 
opinions of ttiatiy ntodern. philolbphef s, aflferted 
that they mull have been browgfbt hy the '^*» 
Iters, and that nothing, but a; fiidden and ^fehe- 
ral inundation, fuch «as the deluge, codkl^lUtV^ 
Iraniported them from their native countries to 
^e regions of the 'north. In'proof of this af^ 
j^rtion he adds, the bones are gen^iially found ife^ 

parate, as if fciatttred l^ the waves, 'coveted with 

,'■•■• * I. 

^ ftratum of mucf, evidently formttt by the ^v^a^ 
Jers, and commoniy intermixed with the je- 
nia»k$ of marine plants * , infiances of whioh ^ 

himfelf 

*\ t 

• \ ' * . * S 

. 9 Pallati ia a receijt pvblkation, let^itparSotd fcveral {(iffii JMoet 
b^y 4^9 ^ ^ t;He(gccrecnmeat of Ca^n, ibnifi whereof wese.ient 
f9 Pe^ribwrgh ia^779f ^^ Aepofited in tfiQ mufeuin of the . A^i* 
isxfkj-^ Tbe mofi: renurk^ble of tivefe bpnes ^hich he enumenitoc^ 

jTf lki»l9UAWi«g» A¥» tIfpbaAl's tootbj fo fpaas || inches iongt 

and 



hiirffelftolyf^ted' durti^g his'progtefilifctrbugh^- 
BBHa,vi!ad, wliidbi fuffiGieritly proti^^tbftt Hiiefe 
]ttgion3 of Afia^^MJ€X3e once overwhelmed with 

^tf A 'fV>*l' P r f « «- f. •/ '» ri<\-<ir' , •> 

-- The moft curimiB of thefo IpediiieM is^/ihe ' 
h^ui and ibdtjof a rMfioberosf wbi^*'Verifc'dQg' 
ypfiixtirein axlhailkliof the Vilui, a fkaAllnvei 
faUiigf it to the Ema, in' latitude ^64y below Yau» 
i;^^^ Itliie body. ^ablfeunA iii Becsember T7jri^) 
aijwiwbeaPaUwivifitedfthdfe, parts the^fofliwiiig 
yi8|ir^.the h^ad^and'twoilegs were ftot'to himrloy 
tJbe gpHrmv of the proviiicfi^ arid by, him .tran<>i 
jjkitted to the mtifeum.. Evm ^heikm and hair 
ape/vei'y apj)2irfent ' ^^^ r . 

.' The accouut.ofthe dHoDvety is rdiaited! in hk 

ynwrels*,  -..:•;> :: '.. ^ -;: /■,:..; . .; :- 

-,:• . •- • • ; . :. , .'^. . . . '.. r ... . \Tba 

wd ijl Jnches in circum^renc^j iAtiOyt fteta in^J^fs in Icngtjht. " 
aAd the lime in circunlference;" feverat bones rf elephants of con- 
fidirable tize; a damsiged horti of a rhinoceros, ' t feet 4 inclies 
Ir^i^gl^ a jaw of a rh^p^erpy, jifjians and 1 1 iiichep Icjig, pqntfi^siag 
two biacl^^eethi ^^ ,^Bcricht von Gcbe|noi^ groifer auilaendifchq: 
Thiere. PalJas'sNoraifcheBeytrage, vpi. I.p. 173. . 
-d « ThUvvintef the'htlntefs'of Yakutfkhavirig fotind,tiear then* 
fp^tx Viioi, the boaiyi>f ig« tuiknp wn animki; theLhead andtFQ hiKhr 
fqet were fent to Irkutfk by Ivan Argunof, vayvode of Vilitlk. In 
the account of this difcovery, dated the 17th of January, it ap- 
pears, that in December, about ;t6 miles above Vilitik, the body of 
an ahimal was ohferved flfaf buried in 4h<5 (Snd, -about 'kfa^bm 
ffbm^e watcjr, arid four fatljbra from a fteep^cfifF.- Being ia^s^ 
fated^ it was found 'tb' be 7 feet 7*iflchc* in leh^, and in hcij;ht 
i3>oat7 feet 6inch^^i -The hide was entire, the body a)>^eaiiKd of 
it» natural bulfc^ Imt ift-fiich a&te,:i^o^y th^lk^ ft«4ree| 

could 
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Theopres 'coUe£led fidm the numerous m^esi 
oiF \ke Rulfiali emipire, highly deferve tlie atten-^ 



:'. . '•: .. / 



could be canie^awayi one of the feet was ient to Yakutfk, .and 
the remainder to Irkutik. On inrpe6iion, they feemed t<f hslvi be* 
longed to a fai!-gmwn rhinoceros j and as the head was enttttljf 
covered with the i)4n» there could be Ao doubt of the fa^, Oyi 
one iide th^ ima}l^^!> were ftill perfe^* The exterior organi^Ea- 
tion was well pr^fervcd, and the eye-lids were not entirely cor- 
TtCptcd. ' Here and there, under' the 'ikita, and the booes^ and alio ill ^ 
the hollow part of the* fkuU, was found ^ (limy fubftance^ tl^e i^* 
naUif of ifi^ pH^rid fle(|i i ai^d upou the feet, befide the flime, parts 
of the tendons and iin^ws were obferved. Both the horn and 
hoofs were wanting j but the hollow in which the horn had been 
l(^y and me edge, of tiierfldt which encH^led its bafe^ bdng appa* 
ient> and l;he cl<^yen Reparation of the hoofs being vifible, afforded 
undoubted proof that the animal was a rhinoceros. I (hall here 
mention a few circumftances, which 1 obtained from Arguno£ re* 
lative to the phkie where the remains cf. the rhinoceros were dif- 
xoYtredf azfd add a few conjectures on the pofllbility of their pre- 
fervation during (b Ipng a period. The country about the Vilui it 
mountainous J and the mountains conlift of ftrata, partly of &nd 
'and lime-:fi:one, and partly of clay mixed y^'ith many pebb}es. The 
Jiody 'was i found) in k' hlll« compofed of ^ (and and p^bbles» a^ut 
6f^een &tho;iis high : it was burie^ deep in a coarfe gravelly (and; 
jUid was preferred by the froft, as fhe ground in that part is never 
thawed k^ any eonfidefable' depth.'^- Without this cincum^pee thie 
•ikin sQid Qth^ p^tts; of this qua4ruped -would not have been fo 
i9ngT P9?fery<?d. For we cannot afiign the quick tr^rport:^tion of 
this animaly Ifrom its native country in the fbuth to thefe cold re- 
gions, to a later period, or to a lefs important cau(e, than to the de- 
luge: as the moil ancient hiftories of mankind make no mem^on of 
. any later rey61utioil bf this globe, which could,' with eqtkal prbba- 
bHity, have Duricd thefe remains ' of the THHidceros, as well as tfe 
bdi\es of elephant's (Mattered throughouf Siberia » . " • ^^  

*'''•■■"'•• PallarRcife, rsrt JII. )». 97. • \ •: 
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. tion ^f the mineralogfiii In ipeakk^ of. thb 
coHe^ion^ I ik^lk cottfine myfdf to tvro ifeci^ 
inens interefting to naturalifts; native copper; 
ajijd a large mtfs of native iron- The former 
ipas brought from a fmail ifland, iritliin fight of 
K^mttfaaLtka, which takes the name of Mednoi 
Oftrpf, or Copper Ifland, from the pieces of na- 
tive copper * not uxifi-equently found upon the 
beach. 

, The fpecimen of native iron is part of a raoft 
j^nnarkable mafs of that metal in its pure (late, 
blended with ghift4ifce matter f : it is ia eVjeiy 
refpe6jfe perfeft, malleable, apid capable, of being 
forged into any form; fufceptible of ruft ; in a 
"Word, pofleffing all the qualities of iron. It wa> 
difcovered in Siberia by Pallas, who favomwd 
me with a defcription, which will ferve to eluci- 
date his account fent to the Royal Society. Let 
me only remark, that I repeatedly esainined tfa^ 
fpecimen, and found it^ real ftate to be exaflly 
defcribed. I expiefely mention thefe circum- 
fiances, as fome perfons have doubted the -cxifly 
ence of this block of jiative ironj and as laiti 

' ' ' • . 

... , 

. . ^ See RtiiTian lAkoytxk^t 

- f ix appear9» ^y Uifiyjivs^i aHaljFfSs of tlu« mih^rftl, that ttie glafSr* 
'iike vAtUr cotoTiAs Kd- 8 parts of fei^i^cpus earthy 27 of jdl;'' 
cious earth, and aj of the earth ofni^ipneila* See Meyer's "Ver- 
fnche mit der von dem Hem? Prof. Pallas in Slberieir gefcmdenem 
£ifeniluii*er' in Bft^cluefi^iuigein ^r Bgrtin« Oefellfchafiu .Vok 
JII. p. 405, 

alwaya 
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always anxious, whetxev^ I hayc it in my pow^r^ 
to afcertarin the truth of every relation which I 
give to the public, 

. " This mals, whidb exhibits the firft inftance of 
tjiative iron ever found in a perfed ftate of mal- 
leability, was difcovered on an eminence oppoiite 
to J^ount Memis^ near the eaflem bank of the 
Yenisei, between the rivulpts Oberi and Sifim, 
which fall iato that river above the town of 
Krafnoyarik. It was a feparate mafs, which. 
feemed to h»ve been detached, by a lapfe of 
time;, from the hill on which it reded; and 
wl^t is very remarkable, the chain , of moun- 
tains^ amoa^g which it was found, do not afford 
the leaft traces of any volcano, any remains of 
forge^f or ancient mines, or in any other part the 
fmalleft appearances of native iron, Within 374 
yards of the fpot where it was obferved, is a rich 
^ein of a blueifh magnetic ore; which, being 
vifited by the Ruffian miners, firft led to the dif- 
jcoyery of the infulated mafs. In its original ft^te, 
it weighed l,440 Englifh pounds, and wasjncruft- 
ed in moft parts with a thick coat of blackifli iron 
<>re. The infide confifts of pure malleable iron, di- 
vided by irregular cavities, which are filled with 
a vitrified tranfparent fubftance, yellow for the 
inoft part,' but black in a few places, efpecially 
near Xhe furface, and blended here and there 

witii 
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with ochre, Thofe who have never feen any 
part of thismafs may be difpofed to conclude 
that it muft have been the effeft of iart; but they 
who examine it with attention muft he of opi- 
ilion, that it was entirely natural, although they 
cannot account for the mode of its produftion/" 
^ The anatomical cabinet is highly efteemed j 
it was prepared by Ruyfch, a celebrated ana** 
lomift (5f the Hague, and fold, in 1717, to teeter 
the Great, for 50,000 florins*. This colledion 
is remarkable for the regular fuc'ceflion of foe- 
tufes in fpirits, from the earlieft period of con- 
ception to the birth of the infant; and for the 
injections of the brain and eye. The membranes 
of the eye are fo fine and tender, that it requires 
infinite care to injefl; them ; and Ruyfch fuc- 
ceeded in this difficult operation. He fuppofed 
that he had difcovered a new membrane in the 
choroides of the eye, which is from him called 
Ruyfchian; and although, in the opinion of 
the moft able anatomifts, he did not fuccced in 
his attempts to prove the exiftence of this new 
membrane f ; yet his labours muft be efteemed 
of great ufe, and his injections of the finer vcffcts 

r 

' • About ^i 3,000. ^ 

f He affirmed, that he divided the choroides into two meai- 
biianesi but it is now the received opinion, that he only fpUt the 
ianye membrane into two parts. 

of 
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of the eyejare juftly admired for.thdr fuperior 
delicacy. : v 

. I haften to th? chamber af rarities, in which; 
among the moft confpicuous curiofities, muft be 
anentioned the arms and ornaments found in the 
tom^ qf Siberia many of which are. of great 
value * , being of mafl&ve gold, and of elegant 

* * • > 

. • The quantity of gold found in thefe tombs is. fcarcely credi- 
ble. One which was opened in the neighbourhood of the Irtifli, it. 
^us^eicribedinthe Archaeolbgia: f 

** After removing a very deep covering of earth and ftonjcs^ the- 
workmen came to three vaults^ conftrudted of ftones o£ rude 
*^orkmanfhip. 

' •• That wherein the pnnce wal depofited, wfiich was in tbo 
centre^ and the Jargeft of the tfiree, was eafily diftixiguifhed by t£e 
fwordy fpear, bow, quiver, and arfow, which lay befide him. In 
the vault beyond liim, towards -which his feet lay, were hia horfe, 
bndle, faddle, and ftirrups. The body of the t)rince lay in a re- 
dining pdfture, upon a iheet of pure gold, extending from head to 
foot: and another iheet of gold of the like dimenlKons was fpread 
over him. He was wrapped in a rich mantle, bordered withgold, 
and iludded witli rubies and emeralds. His head, neck, breait^ 
and arms naked, and without any ornameAt. 

^* In the lefler vault IsQr the princefs, diilinguiihed by her female 
ornaments. She was placed reclining againft tlie walls, with a gold 
chain of many links, fet with rubies, round her neck, and gold 
"bracelets round her arms. The liead, bread, and arms were naked* 
The body was covered with a rich robe, but without any border of 
gold or jeweU, and was laid on a fheet of fine gold, and covered 
over with another.* The four iheets of gold weighed 40 pounds.' 
The robes of both looked fair and complete; but, upon touching, 
<ruinb!ed into duft.^* 

 . . DemidoPs Account of certain Tartarian Antiquities, 

in the Archa^oiogia, vol. II. p. 223, 224. 

yoL. Ill* N workmanfliip^ 
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lets, fome of which weigh a pound; eoHars ito 

thefliapc of ferments; vafes, erbwns, feudklers, 

f ings, figures of aniaiaif richly carve* ia gold 

ixad filiter; Nibses with g^denbdfte, oraamented 

with ppecious ftoaes; Tartar idols/ and other 

aatiqmties. fiome p£ thefe antiquities w€W 

copper knives> fpears, and- fwords, but thor 

jftcatep part aue of maflive gjold, swid of elegant 

^orkmanlhip. Bat hov U€ wc to aecouBt for 

theexiftcnce of a civilized nation, capable o^ 

thefe woAs- ©f ^vtj on the banks of the Irtifti, 

JheTohol, and the Yenisfei? This qujefiion is 

&tisfa£lonly folved by MuUer, who' made i^ 

ftarches, and pubfilhed an excellent tre.^ife on!* 

the fubjed * . 

After^ defcribing the jdi^Perent %»ecfics ^tombsr 

in the fouthem parts of Siberia, he adds : ** That 

as in feveral the bones of men, women, and 

hoi-fes, have been ibund, withjavdiiw, i^ows,^ 

arrows, and other weapons, it is evident that the 

fdme ancient fuperftition, which ftill re^ns ivt 

India, was formerly prevalent in Siberia ; n^ne--' 

ly, that (departed fouls folldw the fame occtipa*- 

tions in a future date,- which they purfued in^ 

• See Mn Muller'* excellent Treatlfe Von dcB Akcm Ghttbei* 
inSiliena la^ HaygoW, vpl Ih p, i^jj alio ki^ the JquhmI of Su 
l^ei, for ,1779. 
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ihsk^orld ^ . For this prnj^aky at the dpa6& of 
4i diftiagui&/e4 |>eilbii, binr fdrC)toite wife, fef- 
vants, and horfeey were facrificed at 3bi» tomb^ 
imd buried with bimj and for the lame reafod 
Ms arms, drefi, and accoutrements, were alio 
interred: hence the ladiam wivea, to thi^ day; 
throw then^Ives <m the fun6^*al pik of their 
m&and^/^ Mttller corroborates this opinion by 
4>bfervin'g, that according to the archives of 
Yakuts, he found this cuilom fubfifted amori^ 
the kiha^taTJtd wheii thd iRuffians conquer-^ 
'Cd Siberia. Be next en^^avours tof afccrtaiil 
€he people to witoni ttrefe burial placers be- 
longed ; and he is equally judicious in the folir-« 
lion of thtis .difficult enquiry. The richeft pf 
thefe burial places, bcf fay^^; ^ere itiade m the 
itme of Zinghis Khaoaand his immediate fuccei^ 
fors. The moft ^aJaable tombs beii^g foiind near 
i;hc banloj of the Volga, the Tobol, and thft 
Irtiih; ^e next in valiifc in the deferts of thd 
Ytoisfei ; aiid the pooreft in the countries bor^ 
dering on the lake Baikal ; he fiippofes them all 
to have been the work of the Mongol hofdw 
0t diflfereni periods.- 

> Or, as ihe poet 'bsa elegantly ei^'rcfled Hi 

^ — S^gratihcurrum 

Armohmquefmi *tuvis, qua cwra nitfnhi 

/Efittid. Jiib. iUJS^i 
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.. Zinghis, or Tchinghis Khan, laid the founda- 
.- tioii of his vaft power in the beginmng of .the 
13th century. The roving hordes of Mongols, 
"who were firft reduced undqi' his dominion, in- 
habited the countries about the rivers Selenga, 
. Tola, Orkon, and Anon, ftretching from the 
Amoor to the Mongol Defert, which leads to the 
wall of China. Thefe hordes were at that time 
a poor tribe ; and hence the tombs which are 
found in thofe parts are fcantily provided with 
rich accoutrements, and ornaments of value, 

Zinghis having fubje6ted the Mongols, turned 
his arms to different quarters. Witli the aid of 
thefe warlike tribes, he and his fucceifors con- 
quered great part of China, Independent Tar- 
tary, Perfia, and India, and held for fome years 
almoft all Ruflia under their y tfke. The plunder 
of fuch extenfive countries centered for the ttioft 
part in the capital of the chief Khan, ackno^- 
>ledged by all the feudal princes as- the head of 
-.that vaft empire, which, on the death of Zinghis, 
was divided into many independent principali- 
ties. This capital was, about the niiddle of th$ 
13th century, fituated between the Yaik and 
Irtifli * ; and accordingly the richeft fepulchreij 

art 



• RttbraquU, ia his jounicy to the Khan Magnij, fucceffor of 
|5»j;his KfaaB^ ddcribes the lail river be crofled to be^c Vaik* 
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are difcovered in the parts lying between tbofo 
two rivers. . * 

. I'owards thie beginning of the 1 5th century, 
the power of the Mongols was annihilated in 
thefe parts, and there feems no other period, biit 
the 1 Sth and 1 4th centuries, in which they 
cot^d have coUefted fuch.atn inimenfe booty as- 
the omaiiients^ found in thefe tQmbS feem to in-^ 
dicate: * ' 

• A long gallery cootains liie various drefles of 
the inhabitaftts in^ the Ruffian empire, and of 
many eaftern nsltions: ^unong which the Chinefe 
are themoft cofifid^able. One apartment is 
fiUed' with the -drefles, arms, and implements 
brought from the new-difcovered iflands between 
Afia and^ America, 'arid from the parts of the 
contipettt vifited by-i the Ruffian veffels. S6me 
of thefe fpecimens are the faiiie which are men- 
tionedf5in^the Journals of the Ruffikn Voyages, 
namelyyixiiaps beautifully adorned with long 
iJ:reaincrs»«of hair like andent helmets; clothes 
madfe with, the flcins of fea^otters, of rein-deer, 
andIo£-l)irds painted red, and ornamented with 
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and 9sh^ never oaentlons tl^ :Irt^^ .%% is'pxobdble that tjie foat o^ 

tlie court vas between thofe two rivers. 

•I • • « - 1 «• • 

' Thefe ornainents are executed witK fiich tafte and elegance^ as 
to render it probable that they were executed by Europeans, drawn 
by the Hberality of Zinghis' Khan and his fncceiTbrs} and R«bru- 
quis met, at^lhcoourt'of Maj;nU|;"William Boucher^^a Fvenck go}d<* 
ihikh* 

' N s fringe^ 



li^n^eg of leafber, hairy or fifieiK^ i alfo WiG^€]i» 
mafks, reprefenting the heads of large &Q)t aad 
fea-animalB, which ^ iittiaJMlaiito oef^afionally 
wear at feftivals *• 

In th)9 gaUQ*y are varkKi^ i^l^' whieh P^l^ 
procured from the Colmuc or Mootgol hordes 
roving i^ Sihena> manyof ivhom ire ftill pluti^d 
in a (late of the groffi^ i^bilry, aiad foUo w the 
religion of the Dalai Lama* Some of the^ d^s 
ties are 4eUneated oti caiiYni^ afeh€D(»are of chiy, 
painted or gilt; a few taixe 6f lHrion2tei» cimBy prck 
cured fioiii* TJitibtetf Tl^ey ;|pe moftjy potefquo 
£gm*e$, with many hai^lsf ^p^ i^TVi^$ fitting.Cfofsr 
iegged, and fimilar to thqfe wedrfbiiiped hy rbattsy^ 
fe^ in the Sail; t^l>ey 2(^ hpUow^ and ^eiieraUy 
filled with ^relics and fenieiiceft 6fpvsty^^ Enft 
^ravings of the moil fein^k^ld }i^ are gfvcii 
in Pallas's Travels t, . 

The collefliQd of EufiiaA coisfi^ thi^^ a pont^ 
fideraWe light on the early hiftory of thi^ tsopom 
try. The mod anjcdent.;faMitiiUi3 foFtiiiomy 
iwere fmall pieced of leather, or 6f niarteng^ &xa ) 
]but in their deaklings with foreigneiB^ t]ie>Ruf? 
(lans, like the Chinefe, exchapged their^mefchaur 
fiize for gold and flvei* itt- bullion. The firft 
^ffB Qf ^PiWS W I^uffia|s i^pKflQwi^j ^i|^ tli« 
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^rt \f as, probably derived fioHi th^ T&rtar». The 
€oim * are ranged ia Bfine clafie9. 

1. The firft ccmtaiiis thcfei. ^Hbout infcfi|i- 

» 

lions: tfaefe; w^hich are undoubtedly the moft 
aacient^ exhibit in one or ttv^o ii»{lfmc^s a bu^ 
man figure en horieback, wielding a fword; 
btkt SMI? for tb^ mod part flamped wit^ the t\i(b 
reprefentation^ of certain ahknals^ wludt> f d^ 
JH>^ tbeir Tartarian pvigisL Tbe cycle or per 
liifd of €Soniput9tion employed by tbe TartjEti^i 
vna^ fimilar to t\iB$, (lill u£^ by the Cbinefe and 
Mo^gpte, and c€»aftftined twelve years ; each fuo- 
ceffively laa^rked by a diffisrent animal: i. ^ 
sioufe ; 2. an oli: ; 5. a tiger ; *4. a bare ; 5. a 
iDTOcodile or dragon ;€. a ferpent; 7. a horfe; 
». a lamb; 9. au ape; 10. a ben; 11. a dog; 
ISL a bog. Of thieiJs all but the crocodile^ the 
g^ and the bare, app^Lr on tbe coins ; and per*^. 
haps^ the Tartars who over-ran Ruffia, ufcd, in^ 
fiead of them, the fwan, harpy, and fyren. Tb# 
coins imprefled witfe the figiMres above-mentionr 
ed, were probably ftruck in the correlponding 
yea^iy^f the cycle. The annual tribute paid by 
^ Ruffians to tbe Tartar^ was marked |by the 

9'l^ eierehaaUMfhyowrti diepvdbfic wi^l^ aeuiious accotmf 
©T the Numifmatic Hiftory of RuiEa, which he has rendered cj^ 
trtmdy valuable by engraviogs of 177 of the moft aiicient Qolxjtju 
Sfte WLSL de la Ruff, Anc, voU f I. p. 527 to 549* 

f fiiei5pbatof in|oijrn.St.Pct, for 1781, part 11, p. IJ, 

y 4 animafe 
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animak which denote the particular' year of the 

cycle; and, as in fome coins two of thefe atiimate 

^re repreft'nted £tt the fame tiitie, probably 'the 

'tribute of t^wo yfears wSs deliVdrJJd at once. 9,. 

-G6 ills with ^*a liartarinfcription' exhibit images 

of men oil foot, or- on horfcback, holding in 

4heir hands a'labre, alance, aiid'^ falcon; alfo 

*of ^r$fl6ns;' goMs, fo^ls, atid fWans.' 3. C<iinf 

' with Tartar and Ruffian* infcriptions. 4. Coins 
«with only Rtfflfian characters without date. We 
-testy rettiatk on the three- laft claflfes, that the 
-chd,ra6^ers infcribed on the coins wer6 fometimes 
;Taitar, fometimes Ruffistn, * and fomfetim'es both ; 
as the fover^igtis were more dr lefs- fubje6l to the 
Tartar yoke. 5. Coins of the great-dukesj' be- 
giniiing from Vaffili Demitrievitch, and ending 
wnth thofe of Vaffili' Ivanovitch; \The y^ar in 
w^hich the great-duke firft ftrtick money at Moir 
oow is not afcertained; but from the Rufflah in*i 
fcfiption on the mcftalacient' pieces of this clafsy 
Knttes Velild F^z^^iii, the great-duk# Vaffili, pro- 
bably about the »ycar: 1424, when Vaffili Demi- 
tfieyitch. obtained a complete Vi6tory over Kun- 

, dal, khan of the: Tartars. / The year befdre the 
death of Ivan Vaffilievitch I, a coin was ftruck ' 
by Ariftotle of Bologna, who, with other foreign 
artifts, was drawn by that prince' to Mofcow, 
6. Coins of the. princes of the blood who held 
independept principalities^ thofe of Galitz, Sve- 

: ^ jiigorod, 
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liigorod, Mofhaiik, Bielofero^ SuiHal, Refiuv 
Tver, &c. 7. Thofe of the principal towns, 
iirWcli had the right of coining; Novogo- 
jrod; Plefcof, Mofcow, Tver, &c. The mod 4n- 
<5ient are thofe bf'Novogorod> where the Tar- 
far money had no durreniiy ; as the commercial 
intercourfe with foreign nations had introduced 

the Lithuanian and Sw^difli fpecie. 

, » ... 

'8. Coins from the tzar Ivan VaflSlievitch II. 

• ., • • • 

to the majority of: Peter the Great. The firft 
gold piece was made in the' reign of Ivan; when 
Ae hnpreffioh was greatly improved. On fome 
6f thefe pieces I obferved on oiie fide the fpread- 
cagle and ^n unicorn, and on* the reverie, tHe 
Ipread'-eagle, with a St George aftd the dragon 
on its breaft. The firft introdudion of the 
^read-^agle is fiippofed to be owing to the mar-, 
ijagt of Ivan Vaffili^vitch I. with the Greek 
prin<;efs Sophii ; iri whofe right he is faid to 
Iiive founded^' ^pretenfions to the Greek empire, 
and to have borne that device upon his arms. 
But we haver no proof Of the faa, either from 
the coins of this monarch, or from the accounts 
of Herberftdh and I^offevinus; and Ivan Vaf- 
filievitcTi It. was undoubtedly the firft prince 
under whom the device of the fpread eagle was 
ftamped on the coin; but hiftory is filent on 
what occafion it was* affumed. The firft rouble, 
f hich Vefore W9S o»ly ufe4 like our ppimd fter- 
''  ling 



Jing HI cinnputing} was c^iQed by Alex^y T^ 
chaelovitc^ In tbb clafii arir tiaree coins' j^ 
:9narkable in tlae hiiloiy of th^ iempiie ; the "Sfft 
JU a RuiTiafi ducat^ having the l^ea^s ef the 1iw% 
i?;ara lyan and Peter Alf^:^ievitcli oih one fide^ 
and Oft the other that of their Mer Sophia^ w^ 
the crowB, fceptr^ ajod roya^ robe$. Thfe othei^ 
^re two coins of Ivan an4 Peter, which ba^ 
the conjeSitres of hiftorian&>ithey bear na date^ 
and as thefe princes ifurere joint fi>vereign% rta 
j^itiquary has acconnti^ ior their Separate ro^ 
pfeCeptation^ ^hen -the mouey^ ^kuring thetr 
rei^ was, excepting in this inftaoc^ uniforinly. 
ia^refied with botk their- beads, g. The ;laft; 
jclals comprifes all the money ifibed by Peter mA 
bis fuQceflbrs ; upoa comparing the£e with thfi 
preceding coins, it is evident to- the cowAooei^ 
obferver, how xnuch the die was correi^d by 
jfeteir the Great pnr his retwm from his tmvel&j 
;and that fmce hi» time it has gradi^alty dag^Hm 
^te4.*p ; .. 

, The cabinet is rich in Eaftern cc^iijs ; cenr 
taining, among others, tboie of the cali^ of 
Arabia and Samarcand ; of tlie l^hans of Biifg^* 
ria, Crim Tartary^ and Afo^ and. of the Moa^gol 

1^, cajjed by the ]Jii^a»s the Gpi^n Wordct 

• See Eilai A|r la Bib; p. t45. TeiAick n^v die altea RuD^ 
cfien^Moentzen. Jouni. St, P^t,. jj^j^ 






^moilg the lo^i^^ pieced sure* the twelve ronpee^ 
repre£^ting the twelve flgxis of the Zodiac, of 
fiueen NowOTaahaU, whofe hiftojy, related im 
Jhe ttaveb of Tavierflier *| has more the ^jr of aa 
jSaiieFH tale tbam of a trft^ narrative t« 

s Ick ,an adjokting apartment, I was flruck ijritit 
^ waxen figure of Peter the Grteat, as kurge as 
1^ fitting .in an ^ni)(ed; ^s^r. The featvresk 
bear an e^a6t jRefeDoibkiA^e to the oi^tginal, being 
takei^ ^m a moidd applied to hi^ ikce >¥hcm 
dead> ^n4' fCil^iLl^ in imitation of his eomr ' 
j^exiqn^ llie eye-^browd and hair are blacky the 
jgy^ dafH^.the cmnpleCKi&n firagrtby, the ^fy^St 
ferocioifs^ and the hiea4 i^eU^ed taooe iidci ac> 
PQvdlug tQ:hi^ uftialrhgbit, Sfe was veiy tall; 
and, on HfieafuFiiig the figti^e/as well ^ the pof*- 
f»re^1»^ftw^d p^fmiti 1j>e height speeded fix feet 
It is clothed m th^ oifily full drefs which that 
einperor tjrer, w^r^, ^^ f*in^ which he had piv 
when he pla?«d the crown upoti the head of faifi 
beloved Catharine. This dref^ i« of blue filk 
fiehly e!«teoidered with filver j tiie ftockings of 
flefli-CQlc»ur^d filk, with filver clocks. But Ifiiould 
}iave receiy^ i^ope fatfsfafiio^ vn contemplating 
iiri» gitat wdrtai!eh!s;iinB»seK.4i5?fled in the plaia 
^reea rtmftfiWJt* w4 ^yafs^h^ted fword ^d }ia|^ 
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:«rhich are preferved in the fame room, and were 
worn by him at the battle of Pultava; the hat 
is jMcrced near the crown by a muflcet^ balli 
This apartment contains alfo the troiders, worft^ 
ed ftockings, flioes, and cap, which he wore- at 
S^i^dam, when m wftrfced as a flrfp^gh't in the 
chaila^r of Mafter Peter. 
' ' The Academy of Sciences' have 'pfetidtlie greats 
feft- riefpeft to the memory of their illliftrious 
fbutidferj by prefervilig ihtheif muftuhi the horie 
•fi^Mch he rode at ^the bailtle of PWfevai two fib 
vo*urite dogs^ his turning-lathe ^^ tools, lever 
ratlfpecimeiis of hk Avorkirtaiifhi^;: an iron 'bar; 
with the fbllowitig infcnption :• " ry2^4, Thlirf- 
'<<iay> F^b. ei, Jlis Msgefty iPefter-lv^heittg at 
Oltirietz, forged this bar >ritTl bJ^^'vtrtf hittd.^" I 
muft not omit tljree goblets- of filver^ prefented 
to tbi farte monarch on launchitig t^iree fliips of 
the fiJie, conftrufted under blS iiTtfrnfediate direc- 
tion. One of thefe gobtets, containing 65Tne- 
^is of the French kings, \^as %he giAiOfthe 

iempr^fe Catharine, • who equally kvafiled- ICeifeif 

• if* I 

of 'her hiiflband*s virtue^s and foibles to wifilm ^ 
fciSlions;- Another article/ which engaged niy 
attentioti, was the Inod^^of a^^s^^offeli^f ^ao'^uii^^ 
gi^'^n by WiHiam IJL *64^^tef (itfilltig:*^^ 
dence in England. The emperor, who had re- 
ceived many marks of the king-'* -friendfliip, 
p?^fented ' him at 'parting -Hvitir a" (Ramond of 

great 
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great . value, wrapped in a piece of comiliott 
.ijrown paper; an emblem of himfelf and bis na- 
tion, whofe virtues and abilities were y^t under 
acoarfe cover. 

• # 

This account of the Academy of Sciences 
4hould not beclofed without mentioninsr the 
Celeftial Sphere, or Globe of Gottorp, placed 
in a detafched building, ta.preferve it from fire. 
It is a large hollow fj[)here, eleven feet in diame- ' 
i^efy containing a table^ and feats for twelve per- 
fons. The infide reprcfents the vifible furfacc 
of the hWvens : the ftars are diftinguifhed, ac** 
>cording to their refpeftive magnitudes, by gild- 
ed nails. It is fet to the meridian of Peterf- 
burgh ; and, being turned by a curious piece qf 
mechanifm, exhibits the true pofition of the 
heavens. The outfide reprefents the terreftrial 
fflobe. This machine is called the Globe gf 
Gottprp, from the original of that name, whldi, 
•at the expence of Frederic III. duke of Holr 
ftein, was erefted at Gottorp by Andrew Burti, 
under the direction of Adam Olearius *. It wa» 
planned after a defign found among the papers 
of the celebrated Tycho Brahe, and prefented 
by Frederic IV. king of Denmark to Peter the 
Great, who faw it in 1 7 1 3, and expreffed much 

 Bufching Erdbefchrlebung, article Gpttorp. Aaa Pet. fot 
17 J7, Part 11. p, 7- 

fatisfaftiori 







le carriage of fo cnnnbrous a machine from 
Gott^rp to Pet^A>iaiFgk was attended ^itfa great 
exjience and labeur. It was conveyed oi^er the 
/4now upcm i^Here atid ileds^es to itiga, an^ 
from thence wa« fent by fea lb tJie Be*r inetro^' 
^olis *• Ifliis fpbere was aflberMiiAds etefibed in 
the building of the Acad«ny <rf Sciences, airfl 
Imrnt in 1 747. From ihe iron plates or ikdetosa, 
thS prefent globe was conflaru6ted, with ccto^ 
fiderable additions^ and placed, in 175^1, iit 
"^Sts prefent pofitioSi. it is Gf the faane i5ae ^ 
the original ; and is far preferable, hctm& ^U 
the modern difcovwies m ♦geographgr aoad bUtw 
iiomy have been added. The mis^rUian wd 
hoiizon were formed by Scott, 2^ Eing^ifli wi^ 

^anicf- 

The 

* Motraye^s Travelai * 

•J- Tpavellera are too ^pt, in defcriblng foreign ebtntries, to 
Overlook their own, and f o reprefent many obje^* as extraocdiniai^ 
ynd peculiar^ -^hich may ibmetimes be found in i^ter perQAiofi 
at honiie. To .a^id tixe imputation of this p^^M proceeding, 1 
ihall here add, that this .aftronomical .machine is far inferior in! 
fize tb one crefted at Pembroke College, ih the uniircrfity of Cata- 
bridge, by the late Dr. Long, tnafiier of that Ibciety, #hicl^ h tktk^ 
defcribcd by the Do^or himftlf s 

" I have, in a room lately tpilt in Pembroke-Hall, creAe^jif' 
/phere of 18 feet diameter, wherein above 30 perfons iftay fit con- 
* Tcnientlyj the entrance into it is over the fouth pole, by fix fteps^ 
the finame of the fphere^confifts of a nuniiber of iroe meridians, ^ot 
Complete femicircks, the northern ends of which are fcrew^d .to|^ 
Jaige ^roiihd plate of brafs, with an hole in the centre of it ; throiigli' 
tlushole,irom a beam in tt^e ci«ling, cornet the nortb-pole';, a T6uni 



The Ax^ademy of Arts was eRsMkSied hf Ot^ 
t^beCh, at die Ikggeftioii of count Shuvalof, aad 
i^nfexed to the .Academy of Scieuees : tlie Aiad 
t^as £.4,000 per atmum, and liie fbuBdation 
Ibr 40 fcholai^; Catharine formed it into a fe^ ' 
^i*ate ifi^litution) enlarged the antmal tey eniie to 
-^.i£,O00, and augmented the number of fcholaiRI' 
to 600 : fte aMo conliruAed, for the ufe and 
jtecommodaftion of this members, a large circa* 
Ibt Iwildtng, which {fonts l!he Neva. ThefchcH 

itotirody g^oot thiee jucfajes loog^^alDid iai^Ms the .upper {kuH rf 
^eiphere to its proper elevation, for the latitude of vCambii^ ^ 
tiie ioevrer part of die fphere, fo mucti; of it as is iavifible in £ng» 
land, is cut off; and the lower or fouthem ends of the meridians^ 
^m truttcsEted leaiiciKdesy teraunate on, and are icienv^d down ^to^ « 
-ftcong oircle of «kail^ cf about tliirtten feet dia«i#ier» whichy wbam 
^e fphere is put into motion, runs upon^ la!;ge roQers of lignupi 
'^tx^ in the numner that the tops of fome iHnd-mills are made tof 
^m round. ^Up^i tlie iron meiidiatis is fxed a zodiac of tia 
•jpaint^'blve, whereon -^e ecliptic and heUooentric orbits of Ae 
{planets are drawn^ ^nd the conftellations and flars traced: ttie 
gieaf and Httle Bear and Draco are already painted in their placea- 
sound the nortii pole$ tlie reft of the conftelktions are propofed to* 
fMio^ : >tbe wh<de is tusned round with a AnaU windw wjLth as 
Cttk labotrr as it takes to wind up a jack^ thc^Ugh the weight of 
jl^e iron> tin", and wpoden circle, is about a thoUfand pounds* 
'Whcaai it k made.ufe o^ a phmetarium will be placed in the middle 
'jS^tereo£ The whole, wJith the floor, is . well iCupported 1^ a frami: 
©f Jar^je timber." 

S,ince the above was written, the fphere has been completely 
'fnkhed; and all the conftellations and dars of the norfhern he* 
'.]lliirpifi9re,'Tifible'at xCambridge, are painted in their proper places^ 
jipon plates \of iron joined, tqgefther^ whioh iiptrm one ^oneate' 
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.lars afe adipitted at the age of fix, continue tin- 
/til they have attaiiiied that of eighteen ; and are 
inftruftcd in reading, writingj arithmetic, the 
French and Germp^n languages, and drawing. 
At the age of fourteen, they are at liberty to 
chufe any of the following arts; divided into 
four claflfes. i. Painting, in all its branches of 
hiftory^ portraits, battles, and landfcap^; archi- 
tefture; Mofaic; enamelling; &c.£. Engraving 
on copper-plates, feal-cutting, &c. 3. Carving 
ip. wood, ivory, and amber. 4. Watch-making, 
turning, inftrumetitHmaking, calling Aatues in 
bronze and other metals, imitating gems and 
medals in compofitions, gilding, and varniihing. 

Prizes are annually diftributed to thofe who 
excel in any particular art ; and from thofe who 
have obtained four prizes, twelve are fele6led, 
who are fent abroad at the charge of the emprefs. 
A certain fum is paid to defray their travelling 
expences ;and when they are fettled in any town, 
they receive; an annual falary. of ^.60, which is 
continued during four years^ There is a fmaU 
affortment of paintings for the ufe of the fcho- 
^ari^ ; and thofe who have made great progrefe 
are permitted to copy the piftures in the imperiat 
coUeftion. There are alfp models in plaifter of 
the heft antique .ftatues in Italy, all executed at 
Rome, of the fame fize with the originals, which 
the' artifts of the Academy v^re employed to 

caft 
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caft itk bronze. W^ obferved feyend 8niihe4 
piece9 of drawiiig; paintings and fculpture^ which 
had much merit, and feemed to predi£l the fn^ 
ture improvement of the jarts In Ruffia. 

Though this infiitotion is admirably calculate 
ed for promoting the liberal arts, and defences 
the higheft encomiums, we muft not be fnrprifr 
,ed on eonfidtring the fmal} ^Se&s which have 
hitherta flowed from this endowment, Hie fcho^ 
Jars, for the mod part> makg a confiderabte pro<r 
grefs during their continuance in the academy, 
and many improve themfelves abroad. It i* 
jremark^ble, however, that the perfons of the 
greatefl; merit often fettle in other couiitries ; or, 
if they return, foon link into nh indolence, whicli 
appears almo^ national, The paufe of thb fai«r 
lure feems to proceed from the little encourage* 
ment which they receive from the nation in ge^ 
nero^l- The fovereign may rear artifis, like fo« 
reign plants in a hot bed, at a prodigious ex^ 
pence, and by conftan|; cultivation ; but unleuf 
the fame care is continued when they are brought 
to mattjrity, they will ficken by ncgle6t And 
it is impoflible even for a monaf ch, hofrerer im 
clined to prote6l merit, or for a few of the nobi* 
Jity who follow fuch an illuiikious example, to 
diffufe a love for the works of artamong a peo# 
pie who muft firft imbibe a degree of taft^ 
which can only be acquired by experien.ce ; an4 
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if thdk -who excel are not diftinguiihed, they 
cannot feel that noble Ifvirit of emulation which 
esxites to* excellence* As the nation, however, 
is gradually drawing- towards a higher ftate of 
civilization and refinement; thefe- inftitutions 
muft be jproduftive of more extenfive and per- 
hianept effefts. 

. The Free Oeconomical Society, or the Socie- 
ty fdr tfie Promotion of -Agriculture, at Peterf- 
hnrgbiibw^ its origin to the following occafion r 
The emprcfs one day at table expreffing herfelf 
with warmth on the advantages that would re- 
fiilt from fuch a fociety; firft fuggefted the idea 
to prince Orlof, who happened to be prefent. In 
jcohformity to. the wiflxesof his imperial miftrefe, 
he ahd fourteen^ other 'peifons, men of rank 
and learning,- affembled in June 1765, drew up 
rules; forinecj themfelves into a regular fociety, 
«rfcL laid the 4)lan * before the empreCs, who fig* 
fiifiediier approbation ,byaiitanfwer^ written with 
fler a^v4l hand. : . ^ J . 

;.' " The defign which you! have juft formed for 
theimpmvement of agriculture and hufbandiy, is 
-highly agreeable to us; and your labours will 
he regarded as eifeftual proofs of a tme zeal and 
•Jdve'for your country..' We confiier the plan 
•and the regulations, by which you have bound 
yourfelves, as deferving our approbation, and we 
^acioujlfy allow you to be called The Free Oe* 
'-. couon>ical 
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conomical Society. Yoii may reft.aflPiired, that 
we take your fociety under our prdteAion : wS 
not only confent that you ufe our feal and impc* 
rial; coat of arms; but, as a particukr mark of 
our good" will towards you, we- permit you to 
bear our device in the centre of our imperial 
arms ; namely, a hive, to which bees are bring- 
ing honey, with the motto * Profitably/ 

*^ We gratify, moreover, your fociety with 
6,000 roubles, towards the purchafe of a conve- 
nient houfe, as well for your meeting, as for the 
purpofe of holding a library on fubje^s of agri- 
culture. Your labours will, under the proteftion 
of Divine Providence, be highly advantageous 
to you and your pofterity ; and we will not fail,^ 
in proportion as * your zeal difplays itfelf, to in- 
creafe our good- will. 

" Odober 31, 1765. Catharine/ 

The fociety confifts of a prefident, who is 
changed every four months^ ind of an indefinite 
number of members. The candidate for admif* 
fibn mult be propofed by three members, and is 
rejeQ;ed or admitted by the majority of the per* 
fons prefent. The fociety is chiefly fupported 
by the voluntary contributions of its, members, 
whofe number, in 1781,^ amounted to 179. The 
affembly meets regularly- once a wiek, when the 
papers on agriculture and fimilar fubjefts are 
read. Thofe which are thought worthy of pub-. 

08 lication 
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licatioA are printed at Xiie e^pence of the eirb* 
prffs, for the profit of the fociety. The work 
is fold at a low price ; and twelve copies are 
forwarded gratis to the governors of eachpro-^ 
vintee, to be diftributed in the feveral govern* 
mento. The Tranfadions are either written or 
tranflated into the Ruffian language, and prints 
ed in oftavov 

The fociety gives annual prizes, confifting of 
gold and iilver medals, or money,, fometimes to 
tte amoqut of £. L40, for the beft folutions of 
e&rtain . queftions: relative to agriculture, and 
for iraprovments in hufbandry. The emprefs, in 
the true fpirit of this inftitution, fends £everal 
youpg men. ic^to England, to ftudy prafiical 
agriculture.. They' are chiefly reccnnmejided to 
Arthur Young, Efq. who has diilrnguifhed him- 
felf by many excellent works opi v^^rious branches 
<?f buibandry ; and ^(^ho was eledled in the moft 
honourable manner a member of this fociety. • 

In* Peteiiburgh are two .feminaries for the. 
edueation of tlie nobility j the Corps & Cadets 
for males, and the Lc Convent des D^moifeiks 
NobkSj for females. 

The houfc appropriated for the feminary of 
the cadets, was formerly a palace belonging tjo 
prince Mentchikof^ fituated in the Vaffili Qftrof, 
and contain^, including the cadets, at leail 2,000 
perfotts. This inftitutioq. owes its origin to the 

emprefs. 



trahprds Anne, by the advice of marilial Munic^ 
but has been fo much nnpro ved, and the fuii4 fo 
confideraMy enlarged, by Catharine IL that her 
majefty may almoft be called its fbunditfs. The 
anntiai income is ^.30,000; for the reception of 
600 boysw • 
In Novembeir ij^s, there ^i^ere 480 nobles, 

r 

and 64 gyflanafiafts, or children of inferior ranks, 
who are -defigned to be tutors to noblemen^i) 
children, and are inftru6ied in ciafiital literature. 
The nobles are chiefly intended for the army, 
tad are dreffed in uniforms ; a few cxcq)ted, who 
follow a civil line. The children are admitted 
at the age of fix, and remain fifteen years : they 
are divided into five ciaffes, and learn French^ 
German, arithmetic, fortification, ta^ics, hiftoiy, 
geography. They alfo receive leffons in danc* 
tng, fencing, and riding, and fome in <kawin^ 
. nind mniic. The boj'is wlidfe genius prompts them 
to fuch ftudies, ate provided with mafters in the 
Latin, Englifhj and Tartar tongues. The cadets 
ire divided into companies ; and regularly train* 
cd to military exerciles. During fix weelks in 
fummeV thej^ form an encampment near the town, 
are reviewed, and perform all the manteuvres of 
war. Prizes of books, gold and filver medals, 
ribbands, and ftars, are annually diftribut^d 
among thofe who excel, as well in their refpe^o 
ti ve fludies and employments, as in their exep- 

o 3 cifes* 



198 TEAVELS t N R U S S I A. fl* 5* 

^ilfes. Of thofe whofe merit has entitled them to 

' fix prizes, three are annirally fele6led to travel, 
with an allowance to each of ;^. 120 per annum* 
The boys are brought up in the hardieft man- 

^ tier } they are not, even in winter, clad in furs, 
nor always indulged in the ufe of ftove^. They 
are habituated to all kinds of exercife, and par- 
ticularly to running and leaping, I faw foYnc 

. of the largeft cadets engaged in thefe manly di* 
verfidns. At the further end of a large hall 
Jlood a leathern horfe, the hjgheft part of which 
was at lead fix feet. They leaped over it in every 
ilire6lion, fprung over the head, vaulted into the 

* feat, turned themfelves round on it, poifed them-!- 
fel ves on th6ir hands, with their head on the fadr 

. die and their feet in the air, and then threw them^ 
felves from that pofture upon the floor on their 
legs J with other feats, which they performecj 
with as much eafe and agility as the mod exi- 
pert t:umblers. Thefe exercifes are of great uft 
in ftretcljing their limbs, opening their chefts, 
and rendering them robuft and aftive, In every 
department great attention is paid to cleaplinefs, 
jand the boys are remarkably healthy. One? 
QT twice in winter, the cadets are permitted 
to give ^> ipafquerade and ball to the prinQipal 
nobility, pn which occafion, fome of the young 
ladies ffom the; female feminary are generally 
4Ryited as.p?jtft§rs for the upper boys. One of 

thefp 
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thefe 'tiiAertainments, at whicji we were prefent, 
was , conduiSfid with great elegance and pro- 
priety. ... » ' . 

. The feminary , for the education of the fe- 
male nobHity, ufiially called ie Cou^eni des De^- 
mmfelles: Njobles. is fituated at the ektremitv of 
the ftjburbs of Alexander Nevfki. The edifice, 
which: ii^-a : large quadrangular building, was 
eredted by Elizabeth for a nunnery; but was 
convepfced by Catharine to its prefent ufe, and 
endowed with a falary of ^. 16,000 perannunrif 
It was'firft opened in 1764, for the reception of 
children : the, foundation is for 200' nobles, and 
240 bourgeoifeSj or children of lower rank. To 
thefe the emprefs has added 50 fupernumerary 
nobles, called penjionaires ; and Mr. Betfkoi, 
the humane diredor of all thefe ufeful focie- 
ties for education, fupports 40 bourgeoifes at 
his own expence. The girls are admitted, be- 
tween the age of five and fix, and quit the femi ^. 
n^ry about eighteen. Formerly the young la- 
dies and the bourgeoifes were brought up in the' 
fame manner, without tlie Ipaft attention to dif-. 
ference of rank and. fortune; but this plan -is 
wifely amended, and they now receive an edu-^ 
cation more adapted. to their refpeftiye fituations 
in life. : ^ 

They are :both divided into four clafles. The 
lirft ckfs is habited in white, the. fecond in light 

4 browuj^ 
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brown, the third in green > and the loweft in cho*' 
colate. The drefs of the iourgeoifesiB coar&f 
than that of the y outig ladies : the firft chfs o# 
^hom wear alfo black handkerchiefii and lateen 
apronij 5 while the bourgeoifes are clothed entirety 
in white. They all leam reading, wHting, ac** 
counts, atid needle-work* The young ladiek are 
feparately inftiufted in hiftory and gedgraphyi 
and acquire, befide a grammatical knowledge o^ 
tbeir native tongue, the Fi'ench, German, and 
Italian languages, and receive lelTons in danci^ 
ing, mufic, and drai^*ing, according to the bent 
of their genius* Inftead of thefe acdompli£U- 
tnentsi 4he bourgeoifes are employed in the ma^* 
nagcment of hdufehouW iaiFarrs; they prepare 
and wafli their own linen, are taugfet to makci 
bread, and trained to the art of cookery. One 
of the apaitments was hung with tlie defigns^ 
paintiligs, charts, genealogical tables, arid othei* 
trophies which difplayed. the ingenuity of the 
youiig ladies. Thofe who diftinguifli thertifelves, 
fecer^' annual prefents, confifting chiefly ot 
ribbahds, which atewotn in bows at their fides* 

On the day in which we Vifited this noble 
foundatiouj a hundred poof women dined in the 
liall, and were attended by the young ladies, 
who diftributed to each perfon a fmall filver 
coin, and a few yards of Knen. This ceremony 
was inftituted to inculcate « their tender minds 
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nu atteirtioii t6 the^ poor, iiid a readi^efs to re-* ^ 
lieve difireft. 

The ifuiadraiigular building contau)s an ele-« 
gaxit th»trie, in which the young ladies OC' 
caiionally ^ play*. We were prefent at a 
reprefeititatilon, and were greatly enteitained witti 
the performance. The theatre is a circiifraf 
*room, neatly painted with trees in imitauon 
of a landfcape, 9,nd ieeaied capable of contain* 
ijbg 400 fpe6latorB. The pieces wcr^ La Ser^ 
vante Maitrejffi^ and L'Oracle, both peiforttied 
in the French tongue; the ^rft by young ladie^ 
bf fixteen orfeventeen years of age, and the lad 
by others of ten or twelve. Both parties .a£ied 
with ^irit) and dlfplayed great propriety in 
geftuie and elocution. I was greatly aflonifhed 
at the purity with which they pronounced thd 
French tongue* Tlie feprefentation was con- 
cluded by a ballet, and various dances, adapted 
to the ages and ftrength of the feveral perform* 
6rSi The national dance was introduced ; it is 
executed by two perfons, who continue nearly 
on the fame fpot, but vSe a variety of movements 
with the arms, body, and head, while their flioul- 
ders are elevated and depreffed in exacl mea- 
fure. It i3 expreffive of a courtfhip ; firft lan- 
guishing looks, coyneis, refufal, and invitation i 
at length the two dancers, having once or twice 
thanged places, make a couple of circles brifkly, 
ttM conclude with an embrace^ 

The 



•Oft 



TRAVELS rN russha; 



B. S 



The play was followed by a balband fupper, 
to which were admitted feveral of the nobility 
and foreign gentlemen, and a few of the cadets. 
At twelve a collation was ferved on feveral 
tables, at which parties promifcuoufly ranged 
tiiemfelves. As I was walking about the room, 
one of the young ladies obferving a foreigner 
unprovided with a feat, quitted the table where 
ihe was fitting, and politely invited me to make 
one of her party, an' invitation I immediately 
accepted. I withdrew, with the reft of the 
company, at two o'clock in the mornings highly 
delighted with the eafe and innocent vivacity 
of my fair entertainers, whofe politenefs and af- 
fability beipoke the elegant fpirit of the iiifti- 
tution. 
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THE * eminent naturalift and traveller Pe^ 
ter Simon Pallas, is fon of Simon "Pallas, ii 
native of Johannifburgh in^ Pruffia, who was 
profeflbr of furgery at Berlin, and diftinguiflied 
himfelf among the writer^ of phyfic, by a Trea- 
tife on the Operations of Surgery, publifhed in ' 
1 763 ; and by a Supplement on the Difeafes of 
the Bowels, in 177Q, in which year, he died, at 
the age of 76. 

Peter Simon Pallas was born at Berlin, on the 
2Sd of Jgeptember 1741. He received the early 
part of his education from private tutors in his 
father's houfe, under whom he made an aftoniill- 
ing progrefs. Among the preceptors, to whom 



* I am indebted . to Mr.. Pallas himfelf^ .for many anecdotes of 
his early life, and for fbiiie part of the remaining account of the 
teamed profeiTor to my ingenious fHelu} Dr« Pukeney, well knowii 
^o the public by his ♦« Q^oexal Viev:<>f the Wrings of J-iniWM?/! 

- the 



the great naturalift exprefles his particula'r oWi- 
gatioxiS) muft be diflinguiihed John Mart;jn 
Sheyliog:/ who behaved to him more like a friend 
than a maften Sheyling being not an inelegant 
writer, and particulariy attached to poetry, the 
young fcholar Imbibed from his mailer's in^" 
finidions and example a tafte fot poetry, and 
eompofed feveral pieces in verfe, which have 
been given to the public^ To the fame perf^n 
he was likcwife indebted to a very early attach- 
ment to entomology. Being dellined to ftudy 
phyfic fo early as the 1 3th year of his age, he 
' attended a courfe of jcftures on anatomy, phyfi- 
ology, botany, medicine, and furgery, under 
profeflbrs Meckel, Spfoegel, Gleditch, Rolof, 
and his father, and applied himfelf with great 
affiduity to anatomical difle&ions. He made 
fuch rapid advances in thefe branches of fci* 
cnce, that, in the beginni^ig of 1758, he was 
imabled to read a courfe of public leSures 
on anatomy^ which every fubje6l, who pradifes 
pihyfic in the Pruffian dominions. Is obliged to 
give, as a proof of his proficiency. Yel^ al- 
though thus occupied in his profeffional la- 
bours, his indefatigable genius ftill found lei-» 
fure to purfue the ftudy of infedls, and other 
branches of zoology, for which he feems at an 
iearly period to have confeived a predileAion^ 
and in which he eminently excels* 

In 



In the aiiititmh M. Pallas repaired to the uhh 
^erfity of Halle, wbeie he attended the Ie£hires 
of the celebrated Segner on mathematics and 
phyficsy and improved his knowledge^ minen^ 
logy in the environs of that city. ^ 

In the fpring;of 1759, he reftioved to Gottin-^ 
gen; and^althoughalong-and dingerous illne& 
prevented Iran from profecuting his ftudi^ with 
his nfual ardour; yet he reaped great benefit 
from the inftru^ions of the phyficians Roederor 
and Vogel, and improved his general knowledge 
by his accefs to the public libraiy. 

Durjing his refideuce at Gottingen, he made 
Busneroiis experiment^ on ti^^e effect of po^jfons 
and other vicjient remediesi applievl himfelf to 
the difle£iioa ofJajumala^ and formed repeated 
efafervatioflte on the worms which breed in the 
iateiHnes, on which fulled he compofed an m« 
genious treatife, under the title of De infe/ii^ 
^ventibus intra vvoentiay defcribine with fingu^ 
|ar accuracy thofe worms which are found in the 
human body* 

In July 1760, he was attracted to the uni« 
verfity of Leyden by the fame of the celebrated 
phyficians and naturalifts Albinu), Qaubius, and 
Mufchenbroek; and by them he was noticed a% 
^ young man of promifing geniusband indefati^. 
gable ardour His talents particularly recom* 
mended him to t^Q favour of Gaubius, the prin* 




cipul profeflbr. In December he took his doc- 
tor*fe degree, and diftinguiihed himfelf by an in- 
-m^ural differtation, in which he diefended, by 
«ew ei:perimentSy the dilTertation : on wonne^ 
compofed at Gotting^n. 

  During his refidence at Leyden,i natural hif-^ 
tory became his predominant purfoLt; heem-r 
ployed all 'the tittie which he couldAealfroni his 
profeffionai ftudies in vifitihg the pubiid^and pri- 
vate cabinets of natural hiftory; withrwhich Ley- 
'iden abounded, and was :particWariy charmed 
with the collection of Gronovins/ 1 v 

Having vifited the principal cities 6f Holland, 
hedire6led hiscourfe to London, -where he an^ 
rived in July I7l5i, with a vie*r toirnrprove his 
knowledge of£ medicine and-furgary^ "JButiiie 
iris hbtrfomiich abforbediri4ii»paiSionforni-i 
tflral hiftory, that he neglc6led ietcry^othei- pilin 
ittit, and devoted himfelf to this favoackCe bvajaeh 
of fcience. He-feemed to have am .*otheK occii- 
Ration by daj^thah "to examine thfe various caU 
leAions, and to perufe the principal .b&ofcs which, 
he could procure on the fubjccJ: of natural hif- 
torf; nay, fo eager was he in theft purfuits^ that 
he frequently employed the greater part of the 
night, and occafionally even whole nights. to* 
getlier, whenever he met with any new publica-, 
tiofi, which awakened his curiofity. With' a 
Vie^w of extending his knowledge, he took feve- 
^ > ral 
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ral journies to the fea coafts, and particularly iu 
Suffex ; and I have often heard him lament with 
regret, that thefcantinefs of his income did not 
permit him to exteiid his refearches to the prin* 
cipal parts of Great Britain. 

Being at length fummoned hy his father to 
Berlin,. he quitted London with regret in April 
1 762, and repaired - to Harwich to embark im- 
mediately for Holland ; but being fortunately 
detained for feveral days by contrary winds, he 
examined the fea-coaft, and coUefted various 
marine produdions. On the i Sth of May, he 
lauded in Holland ; and, paffing thrdugh the 
Hague, Leyden, Amfterdam, and the circle of 
Weftphalia, arrived at Berlin on the latli of 
June* 

To commence the praftice of his profeffion, 
his father fent him to Hanover for the purpofe 
of procuring the place of furgeon in the allied 
army ; but on his arrival in July, the peace being 
nearly concluded, he returned to Berlin. He 
there paffed ayear, which he chiefly employed in 
preparing materials for a Fauna InfeSorum Mar^ 
chica; or a Defcription of the Infefts in the , 
March of Brandenburgh ; the manufcript o*f 
which noMf remains unpubliihed in the poffeffion 
of profeffor Sandfoit, at Leyden, becaufe the 
author diffidently efteemed it unworthy of pub- 
lication. 

Animated 
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Ankpated by hkpredileAiaiL forntttHralhiftory, 
he eiKtoFted bU father's confent to fettle in HoU 
land, and arrived in September at the Hague, 
wh^re he obtained a fettleinent through the re-» 
commendation pf Gaubios. 

His reputations* a man of feiencf b^ing efr 
tp»bUihed, he wa$ ele6icd Fellow of the Royal So-? 
ciety of London, and member of the academy 
Des Curkux de . le Nature ; to both of which 
ibcietiea he had previoufly fent fotne interefiiBg 
paper?. 

His intimacy with the moft celebrated natu** 
falifts in Holland,, particularly with thofe of th# 
Hague„ who had juil efiablifli^d a liters^ry focie* 
ty ; the free aqcefs which he had to the mufeum 
of the prince of Orange, and other curious ca^ 
|[>inets^ thefyftematic catalogues of thofe col- 
legions which he drew up, feveral of which h$ 
gave to the public, contributed to advance hin 
knowledge of natural produ^ions in the varioua 
parts of the globe; and to fuTniih him fuch 
paaterials as gave birth to thofe accurate compo-» 
fitions which have defervedly diftinguiflied him 
as tlie firft zoplogift of Europe, One of his firft 
Ivorks in this branch of fcience, which rendered 
him eminently cojafpicuous, was EUnchu^ ^iw« 
phytorum, . 

The attention, which Pallas be flowed o© th# 
Zpopliyjes, ox ^.niinal-plantS; in tb^e inveftiga* 
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tidn of the wonns infefting the human body^ 
particularly the uncotnmon nature of ti)e tjisnia^ 
or tape-Mrorm, as he acHnowledge^, feeins t^ 
have led him into this line of natural fcience* 
In this work, which is printed in o^vo, aft^ 
treating on the nature of thefe animals in a gene^ 
ral way^ and giving the various opinions of autbprf 
relating to the plaf;e they ought l;o hold in the 
Syftem of Nature, he defcribes, from hb own 
infpe^ion, more than 270 fpecies of thofe worms 
and animalcules, which are known under the 
generical names of polypes, corals, madrepores^ 
corallines, fea-pens, tosnia, or tape- worm, fpongei^ 
fea^fans, &c. 

The free acceik. which he had to the tanfeum 
of the T)rince of. Orange, and other curious col- 
le6lions in . Holland, enabled him to enrich his 
work v^^ith the defcription of various produc- 
tions, brought from both Indies. He has de- 
fcribed each fpecies at laige, and given it a new 
name, chara6teri{lic of its real diftinftions ; and 
(what efpecially increafes the value of his work) 
he has., extricated, as far as poffible, the fy no- 
nyms of former authors, both ancient and mo- 
dern; thus rendering his book highly uleful to 
thofe who are curious in this branch of natural 
hiftory. , . 

lu a dedication to his Mifcellanta Zoohgicd^ 
publiihed in the fame year, the author lays be- 

voL, lit. . ? fon 



f6rt the jn^inteti (iT Orihgte a ^krt for i voyag* 
to thfc Gkj^fe of GddA Ht>i)e, and to the, other 
0utch fettRmeitiis m the Ekii Indies ; and Vhich, 
il)nf|>elled by an afdonf of fci^nti^c knowledge, 
lie offered t6 undertake atid fnpe rint^tid. This 
piHm, calculated lo improve odf acl^fedntance 
With the natural hiftory 6f thoffi region*, was 
ftrbii^ly ' rfecomAiehded ty Gaubitis^ and ap- 
Jii'oVed by the prince; but Was obiftru6ted by this 
author '^8 father, who recalled him to Berlin. 

Pallas, with great reiiiftance, quitted Hol-^ 
laii^ m November i 761S ; and €m his tetuhi 
tb Berlih, he arranged his numerous materials 
for the public. But he had fcarcely begun 
to publiih his Spicilegia Zoatv^ky bdfdrc hi? 
was itivitfed by the emprefs Catharirie 'II. to 
accept the jprofdTorihip 'of natural hiftory in 
the Ithperial Academy of Sciehcies. Although 
in this inftance kis father and relatibhs again 
withheld their ironfcM; yet the stuthor's -^rdeht 
icai for his favourite fcience, and aii ftrefifti- 
blc defire to vifit riegions fo little knoii^, and 
abounding in th^ produftiohs of iiature, induc- 
ed him to hafteii his deparlut* for a counti-y, 
where his curiofity was likfely to be aihp4y gra- 
tified. He acx^rdingly; quitted B?!ii;ii itt Juhe 
1767, and arrived at Peterlburgh on the ittlh ef 
Auguft. 

He made his appearatice a^nohg the Ruf- 
] fiin& 
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liansat a critical period. The emprefs iiad al- 
ready otdered the Academy of Sciences to fend 
aftronomers into various parts of the Ruffian 
empire, to obferve the tranfit of Venus oVet 
the fun's difk, in I769. Being juft returned 
from a voyage down the Volga, and from vi- 
£ting the interior provinces of European RuT* 
fia, the enKghtehed fovereign had perceived the 
deficiency of the topographical accouhts, and 
anticipated the advantage of deputing learned 
men to vifit the diftant provinces of her ex- 
teniive dominion;?, with a view to enlarge the 
i5oxmds of fcience, and fpread the knowledge of 
ufeful arts among the natives. For this purpofe 
Catharine had direfted the Academy to fend, 
hi company with the aftronomers, the mod able 
naturalifts and philofophers. Pkllas having of- 
fered to accompany this expedition, was charg- 
ed with drawing up general inftru6lions for the 
naturaliftd, and gratified with the choice of his 
^{Ibciaties. To him was fubhiitted, at his own. 
requeft, the condu6l of the expedition to the eaft 
of the Volga, and towards the extreme parts of 
Siberia ; and he was befl calculated for that ex- 
pedition, as the elder Gmelin, his precurfor in 
thofe regions, had almoft entirely neglefied zoo- 
logy. Pallas employed the winter in forming a 
fyftematic catalogue of the animals in the cabi- 
net of the Academy ; in putting into order the 

p fi celebrate4 
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celebrated coUeftipn of profeffor Breyn of DanV 
zic, lately purchafed by prince Orlof ; in pre- 
paring fqr the prefs fix .nun3][)ers of his Spicilegia 
ZoologicUy which were printed during his abfence 
tinder tjie direftion of Dr. Martin, and in form- 
ing the neceffary arrangements for his expedi- 
tion. 

At length, in June 1768, he quitted Petcrf- 
burgh, in company with Meffrs. Falk, Lepekin, 
andGuldenftaedt, ashisaffociates, pafTed through 
Mofcow, Vlodrmir, Kafimof, Murom, Arfamas, 
to Cafan ; and having examined great part of 
that province, wintered at Simbirfk. From 
thence he departed in March ; and penetrated 
through Samara, and Ofenburgh^ as far as Gu- 
rief ; a fmall Ruffian fortrefs, fituated at the 
mouth of the river Yaic, or Ural. There he 
examined the confines of Calmuc Tartary, and 
the neighbouring fliores of the Cafpian; and, 
Teturning through the province of Qrenburgh, 
pafled the fecond winter at Ufa. After feveral 
expeditions in the-adjacent regions, he left Ufa 
on the I6th of May 1770, profecuted his route 
through th^ Uralian mountains to CatKarinen- 
burgh, vifited the , mines, proceeded to Tchelia- 
binflc, a. fmall fortrefs in the government of 
Orenburgh, and in December niade an-excurfion 
as far as Tobolflc. 

The next year he was employed in traverfing 

 the 



the Altai Mountains, and tracing the <?ourfe ' of 
the Irtifh to Omfk and Kolyvan ; where having 
infpefted the celebrated filver-mineS, he jitoceed- 
ed to Tomflc, and finiihed that year's expedition 
at Krafnojarfk, a town upon the Yeiiisfei. In 
that place, fituated only in the 56thdfegree of 
north latitude, the cold was fo intenft, that tlje 
learned profeflTor wasr witiiefs to the natural con- 
gelation of quickfiiver, which curious phaeno* 
menon he has minutely defcribed *• 

From Krafnojarfk Pallas departed on the 7th 
of March 1772, and proceeded by Irkutfk, and 
acrofs the Lake Baikal, to Udinfk, Selengitiik^ 
and Kiakta,. which is the principal mart of trad^ 
betwie^n Riiffia and Chin A: Having penetrated 
into that part of Dauria which is fituated in 
the fduth-ea%rn region of Siberia, he journeyed 
betweCTi the rivers lii^dk and Atgbon, at no 
great diftanfce from the Amoor ; thence tracing 
the line* which feparate the Ruitiati empire from 
the Mongol hordes d'eperideht on fhina, he re-' 
turned to- Selengirifk,-^ Wd agaiti 'wiiitei'ed at 
Krafnojarflc. In the^ AimrAer 6f 1773, he vifited 
Tar^ Yaiiflfc, and Aflracan '; and concluded that 
year's^ route at Tzaritziiii* d town itpon the Vol- 

* See Pallas Reife^ P. IIL p.417'— 419; and a1^nfl^tiQnx)f this 
reroarki^le paflage, in V; T. p. '2x7 of Chemical, tflays, by Dr, 
Watfon, bifhop of Landaff. ^ ^ 
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ga ; from whence- he continued his journey in 
the enfuing fpring, and arrived at Peterlburgh 
dn the apth of July 1774, after an abfence of 
fixyears. \ 

The. account of this extenfive and interefting 
tour was publifhed in three parts *, containing 
?004 pages^ in five volumes quarto, which has 
greatly contributed to extend his fame and efta- 
blifli hisi charafter. Pallas, in this valuable 
work, has entered into a geographical and topo- 
graphicaLdcfcription of the provinces, towns^ 
and villages which he vifited in his tour, accom- 
panied .with an accurate account of their anti- 
qultiesi hiftory, produ^ions, and commerce. He 
has difcriminated many of the tribes who wan« 
der oyer the various diftrifts, and near the 
<;onfine8of. Siberia; detailed, with peculiar pre* 
cifion, their cuftoms, manners, and . languages j 
and rendered his travels invaluable to the.natu- 
ralift, from many important difpoveries m the. 
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms^ Thefe 
travels are written in the German language ; 
but the. author has added, to each part an appen*' 
dix in the Latin tongue, ^hich cont^^ins ,?iear 
400 fcieotific defcriptions of feveml qu^i^^upedsf, 

birds, fifli, infefts, and plants. He has alfo 

• Kgifi durch vfrfcUedentn^ Frovimi^ des Ki^fihtn Btkhu A 
French tranflafib^ of this mtcrefting work ba? ajfo l^teo mbliih, 

> ' ^ greatly 



grea;tly contri^if^4 ^ ipcre^p tl^e \k%i\\%y of hif 
performance by charts, and evgf^^iQg^ of v% 
ilious ant^qijiHi?*)! of -f^v^ T*]^ drffffs fnd 
i4ol^, and of qjaf^y f^^un^U %fid fW^^' 

«;gi9i)s, ainong vagcfftil; ^M i^nioft j^baro^f 
^ati9qs, are fiiH Pf 4%*g^ ; ^ W^ fv^ci^% 

tbe reign of thfif efpjM^? AwM J «vl ppthing ^ 
$|)f m^A iJ^^fe af-dguE for fciei^pe can ftiaaul^ 
mm ^ CuGh fta«i|i^^% ^dfj^^uigs. Im tiv«|, 
f^p^i^on Pe r][^ 9,n4 Steller periibed ; (tud^ 
a^.if tlipfe fcWHi«s vete deftinij^ to iUfiite, Dft 
S, Gm^n, ftfter; fe*viijig .ip{^ mSTiy jjf. hi* pj^r 
p^ ,?ft4 Gq}|f^9l»9, |U)^ ^ndef gi^ef ^d dife 
aaie^t^d ej^jrfi^ in 91 fm»ll vUlftge pf.Jifouiit 
Caucus, iA 1774,1 JFaJK died, Jn Jh^coupfe df 
|be jburnto^, and pFflftffpT tqwHf wia vanto^ 
ffi?#i.eti?4 by thf, iiih^p^n Pugatchef. •. 
^ PaJ4ci3A?Tt#i^5tetl>»l^«d> ^t^froSD the mans 
|ier in which he finifhes his travels, not .withoui 
f»9idHr||ig ni»ny )]»Gd(bip9, and nimrowly efcaping 

ffcm '■ %hp vmft.lmmvfiiA: (lagers. " On tK« 

SQth 9f July I KMched. Peteiftmrgh, ^4th m «i^ 
f«0bl^ body and>^ey haixs,ith«uighi^i)ly in thd 
t^ee-wd-fthirtietli.'ytfar of any age.;rt)tit y^ 
much ilronger.than when 1 it^as in Siberia ; and 
full of psi^fiA9k^t!ao9AeA$Ut»i$ tO'Biipvidence, 

. ^4 for 
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for havitxg ' preferred and delivered me from 
nuinberleft ^rils." ' 

Pallas, known to the geneiraltty of the Engliih 
readers only as^it great Bfaturalift; defer ves a con-* 
fiderable plade- among thbfe writers who have 
fiicceedeci in developing' th6/?dmplicated hiftory 
«if the roving tribes ibat<6fed over thofe exten* 
fiVe regiotis Which ftretch from the heart of SU 
beria^ to the Northern Kmits*bf India. In a re- 
feefiit publifcftti^n, ihtitl^', Cblleftiohs upon the 
Political, Phj^al, aiid Civil Hiftory ^of the 
3Sl6lig6l Tribes ♦, he has thrown new ligftt upon 
th6 annals of a people, Whofe aftce^ftors conqueiv 
cd Ruffict, China, ^Perfia, and' Indoftan; and, 
ait mbre thatt- one f)eriod, eftabliflied, perhaps, 
4s i ' large^' an' empire'- as 'ever^'Wfes poffeflfect by k 
fingle' nation. ' The materials ^ibr this publica- 
tion he coUeftied, partly '^<l«riiig an intercourfe 
with the Mobgols, Burats>' anS Calmuc>i and 
partly f]k>m the'commumcation^ of- MuUer and 

;.rHithert6.«ioll.acitliors who have writ^h upon 
^efe Matic hcardest h'ave called them all indif- 
c^minatdy by the xratnt of Tanari ; but thi&r^r- 
fd^euiis . appyJaJiori, iSv:»eai%A by Billas, who 
prev(^3 tnqvefiionably that th« Mongol tribes arc 

*^ adiftinft 
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a diftinft ikcp from the Tartars ; differing from 
them in features, language, and government, and 
refcmhling them in nothing but in their incli- 
Bation to a roving life. This prilnitive nation 
of Afia, whofe origin, hillory, and prefent ftate 
form the fubjeS: of this jrfterefting work, dates 
its celebrity from their founder' Zinghis Khan. 
* When his vaft dominions fell to pieces under his 
fucceffors in the 1 6th century, the Mongol and 
Tartar hordes, who corapbfed one empire, again 
feparated, aud have fince continued diftinfl and 
independent The Mongol hordes Pallas di- 
vides into three principal branches, Mongols, 
Oerats or Calmucs, and Burats ; which he de- 
fcribes with that precifion and accuracy winch 
diflinguiih all his writings. 

In the fame year in which the profeffor print- 
ed his Elenchus Zoophytorum, he alfo publiibed. 
a teatife under the title of Mifcdlanea Zoologi- 
ea quibus nwcH imprimis - ai^ue obfcune Anima* 
Hum Species defcribuntur^ et *Obfervationibtis 
Iconibufque illujirantur. This work was incor- 
porated into, a fiiblequent publication, the next 
year on his return to Berlin, intitled, Spicilegia 
Zoologica; which has been continued in num- 
bers, or faJhicuU^ at uncertain periods, until 
17 80, when the 1 4th was delivered. It contains, 
befides the letter-prefs, 72 plates, and refle6te the 
higheft credit on the author, as a tnoft careful 

obferver 
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qbfervcr and critic in zoology. Tl^c vorks^ of 
Buffon flanply te^ify the labours of P^U^ ji^ 
the fijpi^ementary vQ^uines, and Pepn^nt makea^ 
frequent acknQwlc4gtnent$ of l\\$ oblig^tiojis 
to the ftm? fpurce, p«jrt;iai|aTly for W H[iftory 
pf Quadrupeds and A^^\o Zoplogy, 

In June 1777 thp l<^rwed profcjBTor read b^ 
fpi'e the Acadepiy oif l^eterlhurglj, ip a meeting 
s^t which the king of Sweden wai prefept, a Dif- 
iertation pn the l^qn^at^ipfi pf ^punt^ins, and 
t^9 Changes whip); tljis G\o\^ has yndergoni^ 
p^rticM^ar^y in tl}^ i^Hiftan en>p|re. T^is x:uri-^ 
ous tr^tife, wf it^^ji ii^ t^^e f r^nch tpngue, wa^ 
printed ?^t 8t- Pet?r{burgl;;, and 5^ trs^nfl^tion of 
i% » given by Mr* TPPHe in l|i^ Ruff^^i Iliuf- 
trata* 

In l77i he publiihed Nov4^ Species Quadru* 
pfdem € Qiirmfn Ordiw. This performance,, 
printed at Erlang in quartp, contai^H 27 plates^, 
^d defcribes numbers pf the rat genus, and jtheir 
i^^tomy. In i7tl he brought o^it Enumera-* 
th Phntarum qua^ in Horta f^rocopii k Demi* 
d^f Mo/cud vigent (Pet. oftavp); qr, Catalogue 
of the Plants iri Mr. Demidof *s Gardenia af; Mof*- 
cow; and in the fame year he gave to the pub- 
lic two vohiines, in oftavo, pf an ipterefting^ 
work in the Gern^an tongue, called, Neue NePi 
difche Beytrage^ kc. or New $f orthprn CoUec* 
lions an varioiiis fjyib^^s of Geography, ^atur^J 

Hiftory, 



<U 7. r|lOFE0ftQR fAI>I.At. fit 

HiJlbyy, dsod AgrKtiltuve^ v)iicli have kwn fok 
lowed by five a4ditkmal volumes. 

In i78s4^;iivitfoit^ two,^i/cit7fi/i, ornui^ 
bei;9» oS Jam^ ItskfeSurum pr^pfertim J^uJfuB 
Sib€ri<pfU€ p€cutiariu$ni &g« quarto^ Edang; or^ 
Figures of Infe^ ^riiiapaUy of thofe which are 
peculi^ to K^lfiand Siberia, accompanied with 
defcriptio^a and illuftration».. Thefip two mxjn* 
hers treat of the/carabiei, curculioneSj tenehri^ 
ants^kup^fis^ meloedeSf ctrambyce^y with fix 
plates, cqnt^iuing coloured figures of 180 iufefis 
of thofe genera. 

In 1784 he publifbed the firfi;. number c^ a 
Flora Ruffica * ; or a Defcription of the Planta 
of the whole Rufiian empire ; a i^lendid work^ 
which wajB executed at the emprefs'sexpence^and 
owes its origin to the following circumftance: < 
Her msgefty inquiring of Pallas the RHlfiaii< 
names of feveral plants, the author fent fome 
dried fpecimens, which he accompanied with a 
ihort defcription of each plant, and a diflerta« 
tion on their ufes. Catharine, pleafed with the 
method, ordered him to defcribe in the feme 
manner the botalny of the whole empire, and to 
fpare no expence in the execution of the work* 
Thef^cond number came out in 1789* 

* • The botanical reader is referred to the Gentleman's Maga*' 
zinefor A^agoft 1785, for a fcientific account of the Flora Rnflica; 
cf which no other recomiaendiiti^il ne«4 be givf n, than that it war 
writtcp bv Dn Pirttcncvt 

The 
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The revifal of a ctirious, though Ids mtcrcft- 
ing publication, which ^fliews the verfatility of 
the author's talents, unfbrtunatdjr xontribated 
to delay the completion of the Flora Ruf- 
fica and his zoological refeiirches ; this M'Ork is 
an univeifal vocabulary, of which he fuper- 
intended the impreffion, and which the empr^ 
of Ruffia colle^ed from all quarters of the 
globe. 

Excltffive of thefe feparate publications, he 
lias printed in the Ads of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences, various zoological and botanical 
diflertatioiis, which prove bis accu.i'ate know- 
ledge of natural hiftory. 

It cannot but be plead ng to the lovers of 
ibience to be informed, that Pallas has been' 
diftinguiflied with a mark of iniperial favour, 
being appointed member of the board of mines, 
with an additional falary of ^.200 per annum, 
and honoured with the wder of St, Volodimir.^ 
The emprefs alfo purchafed his ample colledion 
of Batumi hiftory, in a manner highly flattering* 
1^ the author, and honourable to herfelf. Being 
informed that he was defirous to difpofe of that 
colledipn) her majefty fent word, that her coun-^ 
try ihould not be deprived of fo curious a ca- 
binet; that flie would be t^^e purchafer, andor-r 
dered him to make out the catalogue, and fix 
the price. He accordingly named fifteen thou- 

fand 



landj roubles*. Having examined the cata«^ 
^ogue, (he added with her owa hand, " Mr. 
Pallas underftauds natural hiftory much better 
than figures; he ou^ht to have charged 20,009 
i^ftead .of, 15,000 roubles for. fo many valuably 
articles.. The emprefs, however, takes upon 
herfelf to corrcd tjie miftake, apd hereby orders 
her treafurer to pay 20,000 roubles. At the 
fanie time Mr. Pallas fhall not be deprived of 
his cpU^ion, which ihall dill continue to be in 
his owijt pofleffion during his life, as he fo well 
underftapds how to render it moil ufeful to man* 
kind." 

As the care of putting into ^ order and pub- 
liihing the papers of Gmelin.and Guldenilaedt 
is configned to Pallas, I ihall clofe this chapter 
with a fliort account of thoie learned profeffors. 
^ Dr. Samuel Gmelin, prpfeffor at Tnbingen, 
and afterwards meniber of the Imperial Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, commenced 
his travels in June 1768, and having traverfed 
^he provinces of Mofcow, Voronetz, New Ruf^ 
fia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftracan, vifited, in 1770 
and 1771,-the different harbours of the Cafpian, 
and . examin€;d thofe parts of Perfia which bor- 
der upon that fea, of which he has given a cir- 



• ^Pallas has fettied in Grim Tartary, or Taunda, on an eftate 
granted by the^mprefsj he has lately publifKed the iirft volume of 
ji def^ription of that country. 

cumftantial 
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isiihifi&tttial acebufit ifi tihe three volumei of hSid 
' travels already publiihed. AnimatM witii a 
7eal for eittcnding hi* dbfervations, he attempt- 
ed to pafs nhK)ugh the wcftern proyiaces crfT^ 
Perfia, which are in a perpetual ftate of trarfare^ 
and infefted hy numerous banditti. 

He quitted, in Apnl 1 77*1 Ein«He, a; fmall 
trading place in Ghilan, on the fouthertt ftore^f 
the Cafpian, but, on account of many -difScni- 
ties and dangers, did not, until the fecond of 
December i77S, reach Sallian, atowti fituatfed at 
the mouth of the river Koor. Ftom thence hd 
proceeded to Baku and Kuba, in the provinot olT 
Shirvan; where lie met with a friendly rcceptioni 
from AH Feth Khaii, the fovereign of thjitdtf" 
tri6ii After he had been joined by twenty 0hi- 
lian Cofiacs, and w)|en he was only four days jour- 
ney from the Ruffian fortrefs Kiflar, he and his 
companions were, on the 5th of Februaty 1774/ 
arrefted by order of Ufmfei Khan, a pfetty Tartar 
prince, through whofe territories he was obliged 
to pafs. Ufm^i urged, as a pretence for this 
arreft, that thirty years before feverd lamilies 
had efcaped from his dominions, and found an 
^fylum in the Ruffian tcrritolies ; adding, that 
Qmelin ifbould not be rdeafed until thefe families 
were reftored. The profeflbr was removed from 
prifonto prifon, till wearied out with continual 
^ perfecuti0ns, he expired on the 27th of July al 

Achmet- 



Achmet-Kent, a village of Mount Caucafus; 
His death was occafioned partly by vexation foff 
the lofs of ieveral papers and colleftions, and 
-jpartly by drforders cont rafted from the fatigues 
of his long journey. Some of his papers weriS 
fent to Kiflar during his imprifonment; and the 
others were r^fcued from the hands of the bar*- 
harian who detained him in captivity •. 

John Anthony Guldenftaedt was faoiti at 
Riga, on the 26th of April 1 745, received the 
rudiments of his education in that town, aiid !n 
1 763 was aditaitted into the medical college of 
Berlin. He cortipteted his ftudies at Frailckfort 
upon the Oder, and in 1767 received the degree 
of doftor of phyfic in that univerfity. On ac- 
count of his knowledge of foreign languages^ 
dnd progrefs in natural hiftbry, he was con- 
fideredasafitperfon to engage in the expedi- 
tions planiied by the Imperial Academy* Be- 
ing invited to Peterfturgh, he aitived in that 
city in 1768, was created adjunft of the Aca- 
demy, and, in 1770, member of that fociety, and 
profeffor of natural hiftory. In June 1 76§ he 
commenced his travels, and was abfent feven 
years. From Mof<^ow, where he continued till 
March 1 7*9, he pafled to Voronetz, Tzaritzin ^ 
jlftracan, and Kiflar, a , fortrefs oH the weftern 

 Swt Ba«b, ^.ufl; Bil, for 1775^ p» 50. ... . 
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ibore of the. Cafpian^ aad'clofe to;the coufine& 
<$f Perfia. In 1770 he. examined the diflrids 
watered by the rivers Terek, Sunflia, and Alkfai, 
in the eaiiem extremity of Caucafus^ and in thj^ 
courfe of the enfuing year pepietrated into Of- 
fetia, in the higheft part of the fame mountain, 
where he coUefted vocabularies of the langu^ge^ 
tnade inquiries into the hiftory of the people^ 
«nd difcovered fome traces of Chriftianity among 
them. Having viflted Cabarda, and the nor* 
them chait^ of the Caucafus, he proceeded to 
Georgia, ana was admitted to: an audience of 
prince Heraclius*, who was encamped about 
ten miles from Tefflis. \ 

The 



 Prince Hcracliua, or, as he was called, the t«ar iraclly who 
made fo bold aftand agaiAil liie Tusks iatbe iaft war betwten the 
Porte and Ruflia, and pofiei£ed aU Geoi^gia, Kaketi, and tbe twd 
fmal) diM^ of Bofitflud asd Ko&k, wibkh were oeded to him hj 
Nadir Shalv waa th«) HboYc^ £xty yev'S'^ildsOf a naiddle fizr^ with a 
long countenanoey a fUurk ^oiiy>lexion» lai^ ejre^ and, a finall 
beard. He paiTed- his youth at tl)e coart and i& the army of thtf 
celebrated Nadir Shsh, whibre he jOQn[tnifte4 % fandnfsraior..Ferfiaii 
«uftoms and manners^ whurh b^ introdiic^.iniQiUfl iuii9cU»u . H» 
\sfiA feven foat and 6x dftughterfi. .lie was much revered and 
dreaded by .the Perfian khan^, hifl neighbpjors, and uAialiy ch6ien 
to mediate between them in their difputee with eackother* . When 
they were at war, he fufipprtedoykeiof th^ partieawith« few tropp% 
who difiufed a.fpiriji and coucage among the reft« becauft theGeor? 
gian foldiers were efteemed the* bifaveft of thoie. parts, and piinee 
Heraclius himfelf ix^s renowned for his coiuage and militaiiy ikilK 
When on horfeback he always had a pair of loaded piftols at his 

girdle. 



- Thr.,pQftsffw ftcMibpRmed prince Heiapliut 
in a^^ampalgn aloaag tibe.baoks:Oi^tbi riter K<k>r^ 
80 miles ihto tlie iiiteripr paalof <3b&orgiti ; arid 
jreturned with him io Otefl^s; r.AU the hoii&s:«£ 
flmt capital are trf ftow, >itib ftit rooft, which 
jSfervp/ accotdmg to tfec .^nftom oltbeJEaft^ a» 
val^. ibr the vomeiu The bmldibgs arc neat 
and dean, but the ftreets are exceedingly dirty. 
n,ik& uarroMT, Thfe to«rn ctmtaiiis :onc: Ionian 
Catholic, thirteen Greek, and fcvci^ Anncniair 
churches. Having paffed the winter at Tefflis, 
and ill examining the adjacent country, he foU 
lowed in ipring tbe prince to the province of 
Kaketta, arid explored the fouthem diflri^s in* 
habited by the Turponian Tartars, and fubjeft to 
HeraGliuii,.in the coioipany of a Georgian mag- 

4 

glfdle, and, if tl\e ^emy was near, a miiiket flung over hif Ihoii]- 
der • In all engagements hp uras |!^ fbrtmoft to gtve examples^ 
perfona} braveiy, and ftequentlf charged tiie ttmtxy at tlie head of 
bn troops^ He'K>ved pomp ai^d expence; he adopted the dreft 
pf Perfia, and regttBtteerhis court after tlie manner of that country. 
From the examj^e of the Ruflian troops, who were quartered m 
Georgia during the h^ Ti|rki(h war, h^ le^nt the ufe of plates^ 
knives and forks, dHhes, and houfehoM furniture, &c. Althou^ 
his revenues ifere fmall, fcarcely exceeding jC.50,000 per annum, 
ytt he contrived tp maintain a ftanding army oif about 6,0oo men. 
He was afterwards in clofe a}Hance with Ruffia* and in 1784 one 
of his fbns was colonel of a Coilac raiment. Ii^ 1787 he wae 
dampened to renounce his conheftion with Ruflta, and toai^know* 
Jedg0 himfelf tributs^ry to the Porte, but died foon^ afterwards. 
Oe<Mr|^a has been recently annexed to the Ruiliao ^mpirt» 
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nate, wHont he Ijafl ctiwd'^ a datigeroJu^I'iiif* 
ord^rl ; In; Jiiljf he^eiit tb Imeretia,* ^coofo^ry 
which lies bet^v^ei^the C^ipian and Black ^tds, 
and i8'boun<li^d on the:eaft by Georgia, oa^the^ 
north by Offetii; cm the ^^eft by Mingrelia^ and 
on the ibutli by the Turkish' dominions, .which 
wa&imder theidotriinion of the prince %>F>ezar 
Solomon*. • r 

;: In .£he ^almofl nnknowtl dpminion^ of this 
princey; who, from gratitude to Huffia, affi>rded 

• Solomon, haying .iipoi? his accefljon forbidden the fcajidaloii^ 
traffic praftifed by ^ the nobles of felling 'their peasants, greatly 
offended thA Tuiiks, t\^o gained by tflat fpecies of ctrnimhrdc, * fil- 
ing by tlieir :i4i6rigiue8 [driven fromllm^rone; and/ jcompclfed to. 
fjnd an afyUifnrin the woods an^ n^oi^ntaijiH^ lWe<J iike.a.wild 
man, for fixteen yeafs^ in caverns and holes, and fre,quently by his 
pcffonal (fonrage'eftajied affafiinatiba, tmtil hcf*was-was reinftated 
in his dominions by the Ruflians in the late war. This prince wore 
u^lly a c€9jr& ^dr«fs of a brown 9olpi(r, with a no/k^t oix Uft 
fhoulderi but^afokmn cycpAons^pi^ on a robe of rich go)^ bro-, 
c^de, and )o^(ing r^w^ hisj i^eck a filycr.<4^^n. ^e yi^ diiti^^uiih- 
ed from )hs fubje/gtf by, ridi^^ upo|L ^ ^ peiiiapsft^ oiily one in 
Im^retia^ 9i(fi by .weeing ^o^. He had liowgukr troops, but 
cpilejfte4;a 4^/Wtory,ar|i»y <xf 6,099 J^^^.* without ar|ill«ry, Thefo 
tfoops v»€re 4rawn together by ihe'fopndof thc^tifun^petijn o^er 
rfiTp^fts the p.rjjice>. o^i^ders were ifi^ed a^ tlie nia%t^, which are 
held every Friday, -One of hisferYants afc^nded a tr^e near the 
^ pla^e of roeefjing, a^ni proclaimed the edi6t with a loud voice. His 
f«bsie6ls ^erjfiOj;. the (Srce^jreligjoii. Solomop died of the plague 
i« 1^84, «nd,w3P fHfceeded by, bis^ iiephcw Qavid, whq threw hiirf- 
ftlf under, c^f protection of Kufl^a, During my coi\tinuance at 
Pctei^urg:^ in th^ winlep- oi^^^-^^^ his, embafladors were intro- 
duced to thejuppr^Sj a^d ip jtjRr ^^^4^ ilyle of homage, xht^n 
th^n^felves 00 the ground fit her fc^t. 

'•"• "^ ^ Culdcnftac^dt 
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Gukfenftaedt every affi{htnce"iQ*.his?p^wer,'the 
profeflor penetrated" into the .mkUlle'. chain of 
Mount Caucafus; vifited the cor^nes^f Mito 
grelia, Middle Georgia, and Eafl^m^Md Low^ 
Imerctia, and, after :efcaping many imminent 
dangers from banditti, fortunately returned to 
Kiflar on the I8th of November, M'here he paff- 
ed the winter, collefling various information 
concerning the neighbouring Tartar tribes of 
tlie Caucafus, and particularly the Lefgees. In 
the fummer he journeyed to Cabarda Major, 
continued his courfe to Mount Beflitan, the 
higheft point of the firft ridge of the Caucafus^ 
jnfpefted the mines of Madihar, and went to 
Tcherkafk upon the Don. From thence he 
jnade expeditions to Azof ^nd Taganroc, and 
then along the new limits to the Dnieper : he 
finiflicd'this year's route at Erementfhuk, in the 
goyernment of Npw Ruffia. In the enfuing 
fj)ring He was proceeding to Grim Tartary; but 
receiving an order of recal, returned through 
the Ukraine to Mofcow and Peterfburgh, where 
he arrived in March 1775*. 



• For an account of Guldenftaedt, fee RufT. Bib. vol. I. p. 49. 
102. 30J. 548. Vol. II. p. 221. 456. Vol. III. p. 72. 421. Hift. 
des Decouvertcs, &c. Introd. p. 27 and Nachricht von dea Lebejis- 
Umftanden des Herrn Prof. Guldenftaedt, in Joum. St. Pet. for 

1781. 
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On his return he was employed jn an^anging 
his papers; hut» befoirehe could finiflithem for 
Jthfi pi'^ft, was feizcd with a violent fever, whicH 
proved mortal, and carried him to thp grave \^ 
Ahejnonth f>f M»i:c|i 1781, 
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Introdu^toh of the SdaVonkn alphabet intd ftufSa^^Rifeiind pfo« 
grefs of Kuifian ]iterattii^.-^Hiftorians.<^Poets^-^]>i^i3iotiL to/L" 
cerning the Ruffian (bge.-^Ruifijui tr£knilatiQt».«^Claflidll Icam* 
ing. 



npHE invfeiition 6f the Sclaronian charac* 
-^ ters is generally attributed td Conftantihe, 
a Greek philofopher, afterwards more known Sy 
the name of Cyril, whicli he affumed when he 
turned thonk; About the iniddle of the SUh cen- 
tury, Cyril and his brother Methodius were fent 
from Conftantinople by Michael III. to plant 
the Gofpel among the SclaVonian nations inha« 
biting tht countries bordering upon the Danube^ 
iiow called Hungary and Bulgaria, and thofe 
which were fettled in Bohemia and Moravia^ Al 
thofe bafbarpus nations knew not the ufc of 
letters, Cyril compofed for them an alphabet^ 
and tranflat^ed leveral rfeligious books into theif 
tongue* The greater part of the chara^ers 
were the capitals of tha Greek alphabet, the 
fame iifijally employed in writing ; to which he 
ad4ed a few others, in ofder to expref8^ feret^ 
Voyndi peculiar to the Sclaronian language* 
. > 4 8 Moft 
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Moft of thofe Sclavonian nations, who received 
Chriftianity from the Greeks, and have retained 
the Greek religion, ftill make ufe of thefe cha- 
ra6iers ; while the other people of that tribe, 
-who were either firft converted by the Germans 
or Italians^ or who afterwards adopted the Ro- 
man Catholic tenets, employ either the GeiTBan 
or Roman alphabet*. ^ 

That tribe of Sclavonians, called Ruffians, 
when they iffued from the banks of the Danube 
in the ninth centui'y, and laid the foundation of 
thi^ empire, either brought with them, if they 
knew the ufe of letters, the Cyrilian alphabet; 
or afterwards adopted it, on tbdr cbnvei-fion to 
.Chriftianity, when the Sclavonian. Bible, tranf- 



• Befide the Ruffians, the Sclavonians .dwelling in Dalmati^, and 
in the iflands under the dcminion of Venice, who are of the Greek 
religion, ffiH ufe the Cyrilian chara<5^ers. The fame were employ- 
ed by^all the nations of Hungary, Sclavonia, Croatia, P^lmatia, and 
others in the Auftrinn territories 5 but as the Roman Catholic per- 
fuallon has gained ground araongft them, they have lately begun 
to adopt the Roman letters ; whije the Sclavonian people ftibje6k 
to the Turks', namely, the in liabitants of Albania, Servi^, Bofnisl, 
, Bulgaria, who arc of the Greek religion, prefei-ve the Cyrilian al- 
jphabet. The Bohemians, who foon after tiveir firft converfiori 
quitted the Greek religion, and were afterwards turned by the 
Germans to the -Roman Catholic feft, ufe the: German br Gothic 
characters, which were alio in ufe apaong the Poles, equally in- 
debted to the Germans for the firft introduftion of Chriftianity 
amongft them 5 but the Poles have lately, in moft of' their piibli- 
.cations, adopted the Rom>n alph^et. See the preface to the NeiTc 
Slavonifch und DeutcheGrammatiki printed at Vienna, 1774. 1 
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lafced. bjr . Cyril, was mtroduced articHig them* 
ThcfQ..chara6iers are occafionaUy.wrttten, lik« 
the oldeft Greek and Roman manufcripts^^iof 
equal &3e,'3it equal difta&ces, withoirt connection 
or ftopS) and without diftinaion of words. 

The earlieil . Sclavpnisu , book ever publiflied 
was 'a! RufUan tranflation of the Pentateuch; 
printed in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in 
1519*: the fame letters were iiftroduccd into 
Ruflia Onithe. eftaUiflunent of the firft pcefs at 
Mofcow, and continued in ufe, not. only for ec- 
clefiaflical publications^ but alfo for all otliers, 
until 1707, iwhen fom,? new RulTiau types, con- 
fiding of gr^t and fn^all letters, fimilar;tothofe 
wjiieharenow employed, were caft;at Amfter- 
dam foUthe.printing-houfe at Mofcowf* Xhfr 
language iui which the church-,fervice i$ ftill 
perfojcmedj is the fame which was fpoken in the 
ninth' century by the Sclavonians fetlled on the 
banks of the Danube, . in the countries ntym 
called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whpm the 
Ruftians are undoubtedly defcended. The tranf- 
lation of the Bible made in that century being 
ftill in general ufe, has afcertain^d its original, 
and preferved it in its priftine date; and, it i$ 
remarkable that the feveral dialers of Scla?* 

* Effal fur la BiUliodieque, p^ 92. / 

f See 1 Specimen of th$ Ruflian charaf^ers, tfi vol. tl. book 3, 
dtap. 5. 
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vonian,^ ftiGh as' VfAi&y Suffiafc, aftc} B^iiettoiati, 
Have a greati^r refemblance to thi« tn^thdr- 
tongue tfcan to each other^ . ' 

TheCyrilian alphabet emftoyed %t^ Ruf- 
fian church is compofed^ of 39 ^ham^eis> foihtif 
of which contained, according to our nlode of 
fpelling; three or, even, four CoirfonanJsJ Imt, a§ 
new uiodified in 1 707> for <^Qmmon ufe, is re** 
duced to 30 1 lettens. 

The Sclavonian, in its drfFerent disile^ls, la 
known through a larger extent of country, and 
fpoken by a greater number of people, than per-' 
haps any oth^ language in the worlds It is the 
Native tongue in Bohemia, iMoraviay Croatiay 
Carintbia^ Gairniola/ Sckvonia, Bofnia^ Servis^ 
Albania^ I>almatia^ difFer^f parts of Hungary 
and Bulgaria, Poland, and Uiiffia: in a word,, a 
traveller acquainted with that language wouH 
be und^fto^ from- the confines of Germany to 
the Sea of Kaftitchatka. ' 

^ The Ruffian dialed of the SclavonJan, whicfc 
is^ faid to be extremely rich and harmonious, ha» 
40t, tiUJatery, undergone any cullivatioa;' hav- 
ing l>eeri chiefly confined to affairs of govern-* 
jaent, ecclefiaftical writings^ ^d to uiiconnc6ted 
chroiaicles and-journals. 

* Schloetzer Prob.Ruf. An. p. 1^9. 
^ f Ruflian Di&ionary, 1778. In Cbarpentiere*s Giwnttiar there 
afc 32 characters. 
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C. di t * t E R A » 1? R t* eS*- 

- Soih^ awhots, in confidering the fmall ad* 
mandes made hy thfe Jkuflian^ in the arts and 
icienccsj when cOmpated with the progrefs of 
the mwe enlightened nations in Europe, have * 
erroneoufly attributed this deficiency to the ef* 
ft6h of clttnkte, or to an innate want of ge-* 
bins* The latter affertion fcarcely deferves a fe- 
f ions refuiatioti ; for all intelleftual improve-' 
ment muft arife from culture, and the greater 
or left degree of knowledge Aiuft ultimately 
depend upon the greater orlefs degree of in-^ 
ilru£Hon. Befides, this illiberal refleftion is fuf-* 
fickntly refuted by the bare mention of feveral 
illufirious Ruffians, who, amongft many others, 
might be fele6ied oh this oceadon: Philarete^ 
and Nicon; Sophia Alexiefna; prince Vaffili 
Galitzin, and Peter the Great; the learned The-' 
Ophanes ) the poets Lomonozof and Sutnorokof ^ 
and Khere&of ; tod the prefent hiftorian, prince 
Sherebatof. 

With refpe^ to tile objeftion, that the geniu* 
of this nation has been ftttered by the intenfef 
cold of the climate, it may be remarked : if cli- 
teate has an invincible effed upon mankind^ 
where fliall we draw the line of the greateft in-* 
telle^al ability ? Shall we fuppofe a point, in 
which the human mind is at its greatelf perfect 
^0, from which; in proportion as it recedes, iC 

gradually 
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gradually degenerates? Is the> [iirfluence of 
climate urxiform or.cafu^? If laii^rm, y^l^y is 
mockrn Greece no longer the fea^'of arts and 
learning? Why was Iceland once the xdiief le- 
pofitory of northern literature?^ Why are ; the 
Swedes more enlightened than the Ruffians? 
and why arc not the Ruffians of Afiracan more 
civilized than thofe of Peterfburffh and Arch- 
angel? If the effects of climate are cafuaL 
they are then cdunterhalanced by other circum-. 
fiances; and it ceafes to. be a pofiUve criterion 
of diftinftion. 

Maiiy impediments axjfc from thp. gov^n- 
ment^ religion, and particularly from the vaffal- 
age of the peafants,' which,te.ndtp. check the 
diifufion of the arts and fciences, without the ne- 
cefiity of having recourfe to a fupppfed want of 
genius, or to the effeft of climalfe. But inllead 
of combating theoretical reafonings, which 
have no foundation in fa6l or experience, I iball* 
haften to" trace the rife and progrefs/of Ruffian 
literature, and take-acurlbry view of itsprefent 

While. fome authors deny the fmalleft portion 
of literature to the Ruffians, and even hold them 

r 

incapable of any eonfiderable progrefs in fci-' 
encc ; others, on the contrary, affert/ tliat they 
hegan to be enlightened even at fo early a pe- 

riod 
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riod as during tl^ reigns of Oleg and IgdrtJ 
vJlie' arguHiefiits lix favour of tlm hypbt^cfo; 
jH?ove little ;more than that: the Ruffians inthdfc 
times were tiot unacguainteid with the 'ait- of 
writing; and that they had .compofed, or could 
repeat, a few aritSent fongs, whidi celebrated the 
military exploits of their princes .and leaders; 
But undoubtedly the whole n9;tibn >>^as pluno-ed 
in the groffeft ignorance, and in a fituatibn not 
fuperior to that of the wandering hordes who 
now inhabit independent Tartary. It is faid 
of Svatoflaf, the fon of Igdrf^ " On his marck 
he carried with him no baggage- waggon, xA 
kitchen furniture; his food was the fleih of 
horfes and othei' animals, juft.w^nned' over.tl^e 
JBre; he had. no tent; his houfings fervcd for'4 

* KuRjc, entered Ruflla about 862 ; died 879* 2. 0L£Q, probaUj 

I the nephew of Ru- 

' !   . ric, graat-dukc or 

► regent during the' 

3. iQORy died 94$; married Olga. minority* of I^r* 

4. Svat6slaf, died 973. 



I . f 

c, Yaropolk, died 980. 6. Vladimir the Great, reigned 98^5 
^^ f " died 1014. 
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7. Yaroslaf, 1053. ,, 

» 

f Journ* St. Pet. for 1781. Partl/p. rci. 

bed. 



bed, and his faddle for a pfllow^ the whok 
army followed bis e^tamplei'' A defcriptioh 
which characterizes the chief ctf an uliiettere(| 
Scythian tribe, and not the fovereign of a peo* 
pie in whom the ftnalleft traces of the arts wercf 
found. And althongh perhaps the knowledge 
of the Sclavonian alphabet might have been 
brought into Ruflia by a few chriftianS, whd 
were drawn to the court by Olga, the wife of 
Igor; ^t the firft introduftion of literature ihuft 
be aljaiibed to Vladimir the Great, on his con* 
yerfionto Chriftianity in 988; who inftituted 
fchools, and paffed a decree* to tegulate th* 
ttiode of inftru^iiig youth. Under the au* 
Ipices ' of his fon Yaroflaf, wIk) afcended the 
Ihrone in 1018, many learned priefts were in- 
Irited from Conftantinople, various Greek books 
Iranflated into the Ruffian tongue, and hymns 
tad other poetical verfions of the pfahns fung 
in the churches. He alfo eftabliihed a feiitinary 
at Novogorod for 300 ftudents, and gave to that 
tepublic the firft code of written laws. Tliis 
dawn of letters Avas obfcured by fubfequent ca- 
lamities, and fucceeded by a long darknefs of* 
three centuries, during which the kation was 
fubje6i; to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian re- 

• This curious decree ftifl exifts in the Ruffian tongue, and if 
trtoflated into French by Bachmeifter^ in fan ESbi lor la Bib^ 

ligidiV 
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}igion, however, tended in tUs, a^ well as in moft. 
other countries of Europe, to preserve fomc fmadl 
remains of literature in tiie fehools of the mo^ 
liafleries. Each convent fortunately became a% 
afyUim for the prefervation, though not for the 
diffufion of knowledge; and in this periqd of 
bai*barifm and ignorance, many rnonk^ were dii^ 
{:inguifhed fortheir erudition. 

On the final expulfion of the Tartar? by Ivan 
VafflU^vitch L in the middle of the a 5th ccn*^ 
tury, Ruffia gradually emerged from this ftate 
of darknefs, and continued improving in civili** 
nation and^ culture, under the patronage of the 
ilicceeding foveri^igns, particularly Ivan IL 
Boris Godunof, the two firft tzars of the line of 
Romanof, and the princefs Sophia. Butij^ was 
pot tiH the sera of Pet^ the Great that letter^ 
which had been chiefly confined to the regular 
ckj^gy? began to be cultivated by the laity ; t 
fure fign that the nation was advancing to t 
piore general (late of improvements 

A review of thip lives and works of the moft 
eminent writers, who Jiave contributed to refine 
the language, and diffufe a taite for fcience, will 
pffift in tracing the progrefs of literature, and a& 
ceil^ining its prefent ftate, 

In this inquiry I ihall confine myfelf princit 
pally to Hiftory and Poetry. 

|ii|(Iia pan bof^il th^ earliejft hiftorian of tlie 

J^^orth; 
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^K^OTth^ for, at a 'fidriod when Poland, Swer 
iJca,! and Denmark were unlettered ; when cvea 
tfaeamialiftsr of Iceland wei-e Jitute;/a monk of 
*he convent of Petcherikiat Kiof waa conipit 
ing the hiftcrry of iluffia. , : V ; : 

to This atinalift,rwKof#fecuIarnaradis not knowiij, 
^teb bbm m 1036, ;&t Bielozero^ and in the nin^r 
teenth year^of his age affumed the monaftic habit, 
acfditasdktherittnje of Neftor *^. AtKiof he made 
■a confiderable proficiency in the Greek langujLgr, 
tut feeiTls to have formed his ftyle and sianper 
isLtha- from the Byzantine hiftorianis, Cedrenu% 
Zbnaras, and Syncellus, than from the apci^nt 
ilaflics. The time of Neftor's. death is not af- 
certained; but he is fuppofed to have attained 
an advanced age, and to have died about th6 
year Iii5. ' • ' 

His great work is his Chronicle, with .an in- 
lrodu6lion, .which contains a- fliort fketch of 
the'e^trly-jftate of the world, tak^n.from the Byr 
zantine writere, ^ geographical drfcription of 
Kufiia, ' and an account of the. Sclavonian^ na- 
tions. He then enters upon a chronological 
feries of the Ruffian annals, from the year 858 
to about 1113. His ftyle is fipiple and un- 

 For the account of Neflor, fee principally Muller, S. R^ G. V, 
p. 65 and Schloetzer*s Probe Ruffifche Annalenj which accurate 
and interefting work I have chiefly followed, as the great fource of 
iafprmation relative to the .early annaKfts of Rufiia.. -^ 

^ . adorned, 
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Tidofheij fecfr iks ' fiiite a' mere -recprder of faRs ; 
but his chronological exa^^neis, though it Tew- 
ders his narratit^e dry and tedious^ contributas to 
afcertaJn the sera and authenticity of the events 
which he relate? * , '  • t 

* A compcitent judge thiu-exprefles hioiielf with regard to this 
performance: " ' ..:..., 

* ' ^ Keftor's ehronicle ts imi^ initsicind. !Fot all- the' other Sclii 
venian people^ Aich as the Poles, Bohexniaos, lUyrianSy-te^ cajXOQt 
produce any writer who can in the fmalleft decree contend with'ti^ 
Huflian annali (fin antfquity, minutenefs, accuracy, and' tnith. He 
was fo highly e!(^eemed in Rufliaj and the.fubfequent.'v^texs weit 
fo convinced ofrhis Edelity, that, in fpe^lppg of the lame ^es^ thejr 
adopt his very words, or make 9nly the fmalleft alteratioiu. 

" I will not prejudice the readers* in their judgment concern- 
Ing the authenticity of this annalift; and' I . am convinced, that 
whoever perufea h^ work, wi)l^pi&ce'do^him tlie juftice whic)i 
he deferves. I a^lud? to thofe r^;^de^s,pniy who 4p, »ot acknow^ 
ledge any o^h^r hiilorie^ tha(i thofe isrhich are derived from the 
ixioft e^eemed fourees ^ andwhCkiiow how to diitingitiAi- witk 
/critical exa^iieiii thrpmrity of tbofe fbuKct/ But I do nqt^acf- 
drefs my&lf to thpfe who have' not, hjj^herfo t^^n ac^i^ainted with 
any other writers on the early times of the Ruffian hiHory, than 
Herberftein ahd Petreids; who plade tlte ihtroildiion of the ait 
of writing into Ruilia fo lata as the l^thxeuTiUy » who hold the 
fu^eilion of Ruffian fovereigBs to be unkown, at leaft uncertain, 
until the time of Ivan Vaffilicvit<^) who coniider this loug period 
as totally obfcure, in which no^hronlcle affordra clue to the dif- 
ceming hiftorian i who draw their whole ''knoiAedge qf Ruffiaa 
hiflory from Strahlenberg, Voltaire, La Combei and from the (till 
more wretched compilers of the article Rnffia in 'the Univerlai 
iliflory* Thefe readers will not indeed be eailly induced to 
cfteem, as authentic, the relations of a fnonTc, whofe writings (hoik 
ihe inaccuracy of the above-mentioned authors^ and confute at 
once theif whole account of Ruffia during the middle ag^s*** 
^chlgetz^r^ Rufl*. Ann. p. 32. 

It 



jKala»cfli whofe;i»(me' freqii^ntly .Qi^<a*r$iji the 

cbfcxsrity a;boyfi ^ fiKjft.y^w^ ^n4 . ,lWi?ii fcarcely 
Jcnowji to his modern countryipea* , A copy of 
his chronicle was given^ in 1^68, by prince 
Radzivii to the Tifei^ry of Sonig{burgh, where it 
fay unnoticed iintil.Peter the Great, in hi$ paf^ 
fage tfiTbugli tiiSt'trnvti, Oi-deted ^ trAnfcrmt to 
lie fent ^tQ Peter ibupgh. But the author was ftill 
iaiikiBbetwaQv-fof whea- M-uUey, in 173«, publiihed 
the firft part of a (German tranflation ♦, he nien- 
tioned it as the worK of the abbot Theodofius of 
Kio£ The iugecious editor, not being at that 
♦ifiie fufficicnlly acquaiftted with the Sclavonian 
tongue;^ employed au ifiterpreteiv who, by mif- 
Jai^isg a letter, m the title, fuppofed it written 
|>y aperjfon wliofe i^ai»e was Thebdofius, Thi« 
Tidiculous blunder Vaifoon circulated, and cot 
pied by jniany foreign writers V even long after 
it was candidly acknpwl^dgcd ^nd corre^lcd by 
Muller. « 

Neftoi was fucceffively followed by three an^ 
" !ls : the firft was Sylvefter. AWbiot of the conn 



• S. Ji. G. I. p. I, &c. The real titl^ to this manufcript wsiSy 
.by the ** Monk of. the Th^odofian Convept of Petcheriki ;*' which 

. ' • » * . 

the iijterpmer, by miftaking one letter, explained. The Mon^p 
-jr^eodofiujs, of the Convent, &c. S^e Sf hloet?xr, p. i6, 

vent 
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vent of St. Michael at Kiof, and biffaop of Pc- 
riflaf, wbp died in 1123; he commences his 
chronicle frdm 1115, only two years pofterior to 
that of Neftpr, aijd continues it to. 1 1 £3 ; from 
-which period a; iponk, whofe name has not been 
delivered doMfn to pofterity, carries the hiftory 
to 1157; and another, eqi^ally unknowi, to i £03, 
With reipeQ. to thefe performances, MuHer in- 
forms' us, "the labpurs of Neftor and his thr^ 
continuaJtors have produced ai conne&ed feries of 
Ruffian hiitory (o complete, that no nation can 
boaft a limilar treafure fox fo long and unbroken 
a period ••" We may add likewife irova the fame 
authority, that thefe aimals record much fewer . 
pro»digies tod monki& legends, - than others , 
whp[jch have iifued from the cloifter in times fo 
unenlightened. 

From this period, which terminates in i?os, 
there , is no regular continuation of the Eufliati 
Jbifloty, but many feparate and detached anna 
lifts ; for as the empire was broken into inde 
p^nde^^t. principalities, each writer has detailed 
the events of. the particular diftrift in which.he 
. flouriibed. Thenext general annalift who prefents 
himfelf to our notice is Cyprian, metropolitan of 
Rufiia in the reign of Demetrius .Doniki, who 
l^egan in the 1 4th century the Book of Degrees ; 

• $. IL O.V. p. 6, 
▼OX. III. » fo ' 



Ib called becaufe it arranges the liiftory of the 
^etnpire, according to the order of defcent : each 
degree contains the reign of thofe fovereigns who 
followed each other in an uninterrupted line; 
and anew one commences when the throne 
paffed to a collateral branch. . This work was 
continued by the metropolitan Makari^ who 
flouriiheci under Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and af* 
terwards by unknown compilers, to the times 
fomewhat pofterior to the reign of Feodor Iva- 
novitch. Thefe writings, unlike thofe of Nof- 
tor and his continuators^ contain many idle tra- 
ditions and abfurd legends ; but the events 
which they record, render them the objeft of 
the hiftorian's notice ; and MuUer has tbooght 
them of fufficient confequehce to become their 
cditcJr. 

> The chronicle of the patriarch Nicori, in which 
he coUefted a complete feries of Ruflian a:mialifU, 
from Neftor to the reign of Alexfey MiehaeJo- 
vitch, and the extraordinary exertions whtc^ 
he made to diffufe knowledg'c anioiig bis coun?^ 
trymen, have been already related. 

The reign of Alexfey was extremely fertile ia 
what were called hiftorical ^ productions ; bid: 
which in reality are rather dry materials than de- 
ferving fuch an honourable appellation. It would 
be tedious to enumerate the various chronicles, 
journals of the court, books of genealogy, pub- 

.•?iic 
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lie records, fiate-papers, and other fiiniliar fouYces 
oFinformatioii, both of his and fucceeding times ; 
which the libraries contain in fucli abundance 
as to aftonifli a ftranger, who by falfe repre- 
fentations may have been mjfled to conceive 
that the Ruffians are deficient in original docu* 
ments* 

Among the perfons who, ppftenor to Nicon, 
have moftly contributed to promote fcience by 
their example and proteftion, and who may be 
clafled among the hiftorians, mufl not be omit- 
ted Theophanes ProkopOvitch, metropolitan 
archbiihop of Novogorod. This learned prelate 
was the fon of a burgher of Kiof ; he was born 
on the 9th of June. 1681, and baptized by the 
name of Eliiha. He commenced his fludies 
under bis uncle Theophanes, re£lor of the femina- 
ly in the Brat&oi Convent at Kiof, and was well 
grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, Latin^ 
and Hebrew tongues* Though his unqle died 
in 169«, he completed his education in thatfe- 
minary, and in the eighteenth year of His age, 
travelled into Italy* He refided three years at 
Rome ; where, befides a competent knowledge 
x)f the Italian, he acquired a tafte for the fine 
arts, and improved himfelf in philofophy and 
4ivinity. 

On his return to Kiof, he read lectures on the 
Latin and Sclavonian poetry in the . femin^ry, 

. K ft and 
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and, having affum^d the monaftic habit; chalig- 
ed his name to Theophanes. Before h6 attain-^ 
ed the 65th year of his age, he was appointed 
pra?fe6l, the lecond office in the feminary, and 
profeffor of philofophy. In 1706, he diftin- 
guiflicd himfelf by a Latin oration before Pe- 
ter the Great, and ftill more by a tennon, 
which, in 1709, he preached before the fatne 
monarch after the battle of Pultava* Having 
once attra6led the notice, he foon acquired the 
proteSion of Peter, who^ captivated with his 
great talents, fuperior learning, and polite ad- 
-drefs, felecled him for a companion in. the enfu- 
ing campaign againft the Turks ; a fure prelude 
to his future advancement. In 1711, Theophanes 
was noixiinated abbot of th^ monaftery of Brat- 
Ikoi, re6tor of the femhiaty, atid profeffor of di* 
Vinity. His cenfures ^galnft the ignorance and 
indolence of the Ruffian clergy, and his endea- 
vours to promote a tafte for polite literature 
among his brethren, rendered him a fit inftru-. 
tnent in the hands of Peter fpr the reformation 
of the church, and the abolition of the' patri- 
archal dignity. He was placed at the head of 
the fynodj of which ecclefialliciil eftabliihment 
he himfelf drew the plan, was created in 1 7 1 8 
bifliop of Plefcof, and in 1 720 archbiihop of the 
fame diocefe : foon after the acceffion of Catha- 
rine he was confectated archbiihop of Novogo* 
7 , Tod^ 



e. •• H I 8 T O R I A K S. ' ^^S 

rod, aad xnetropolitan of all Ruffia, aad died in 

Befides various ferniom and theological dif- 
.quifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, and on 
the rules of Latin and Sclavoni^ti poetry; hp 
.conipafed verfes ii| the Latin language, and ^Kas 
author of a work, for which he is chiefly mcn- 
tio^eid voi this place, the Life of Peter the Great, 
which terminates with the^battle of Pultava. In 
this performance the prelate has, notwithftand- 
ing his Aatural partiality to his benefa^or, avoid- 

r 

ed that fcurrilous abufe of the contrary party 
whiph frequently difgraces the beft hiftories, and 
has been particularly candid in his account of 
.Sophia. .Peter employed him in compofing the 
decrees which concerned theological queftion3, 
and even many Vhich related to civil affairs. 

Theophanes, pot only cultivated the fciences, 
and promoted thepi during his life, but likewife 
left a legacy to his countrymen, for their further 
progrefs after his deceafe, by maintaining and fu* 
perintending the educatioij of fixty boys, in his 
'cpifcopal palace. Under his aiifpicep^ they were 
inftruQ;ad in foreign laugufige?, and in various 
branches of polite know^ledge, which had ^een 
^lithertQ cetifuredby.maay as profane acquifi^ 
tioiis J thus trajifmitting.the y^^ys of lemming to 
illuniinate future ages^ and a diftaut pofterity *, 

• For the hiftory of Theophanes I have followed implicitly 
Muller, whofe fidelity and accuii^cy always appear to me unqueilion- 
jible," Sce'S, R. G. V/p. 564. " "" 

a 3 -Though 
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pi 

Thouj^h Ruffia hitherto abounded in chwmiU 
^les and annals relative to detached periods; 
yet, excepting a dry detail of fa6te compiled for 
the ufe of Alexfey Michaelovitch, it poffeffed no 
Tegular and conne6led hiftory. The firft at- 
tempt towards fuch a work was undertakea 
T)y prince Khilkof. This nobleman *, defcend^* 
ed from an ancient - family, had diftinguiflied 
himfelf as embaflador to feveral foreign courts, 
l)efore he was deputed, in 1 700, to Stockholm^ 
He accompanied Charles. IJCII, in his defcent 
upon the Ifle of Zealand ; and on the enfuing 
truce of Travendahl, betweep Sweden and Den* 
mark, returned to Stockholm, on the 17th of 
September, at the eve of the rupture which broke 
out between the Swedilh and Ruffian monarchs. 
His chara6ler of embaflador, deemed facred by 
the law of nations, could not proteft him from, 
the refentment of Charles XII. ; and, on the 
20th of the fam^ month, he was arrefted and 
imprifoned. 

As an amufement during his captivity, which 
was long and rigorous, and at the requeft of his 
fellow-prifoner prince Truhetflcoi, he began an 
abridgment of the Ruffian hiftory, from the 
* earlieft period to his own tim6 ; and after a Con- 
fmeme^it of eighteen years, expired in his pri- 
fon ' of Wefteros, when he was on flic point of 

• Sec Sach. Ru/T. Bib. for 1777xp. 78^87^ 

^ . ^ being^ 
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being rcleafed. His worl^ called the ** Kernel 
of the Ruffian Hifto^y," is a mere aliridgment, 
and was pubiiflied in 1770 by Mr. Mullen It 
forms only one volume in o&avo, and contains 
feven books : the firft commences with" the crea- 
tioi^ of the world, and ends with the foundation 
of tlie Ruffian empire under Ruiic ; the remain- 
ing fix carry doMm the hiftory to the year 1 7 1 3, 
puring fome part of his confinement he was per- 
mitted to receive from Mofcow, books, extra6ts 
;from chronicles, and a few (late-papers ; but as he 
could not obtain the neceflary documerits fo well 
as on the fpot, his performance unavoidably con- 
tains Q^cafional errors, many of which the judi- 
cious ^itor has corrected. 

In U20, Vaffili Tatifchef, who had more op? 
portlinities of obtaining information, began to 
colij^^ materials for a complete hiftpry of Ruf- 
fia, and continued his refearches without interr 
miffion for 30 years. The indefatigable com- 
' piler finifhcd his account to the reign of Feodor 
Ivanovitch, and was bringing it down to this 
century, when death put a period to his labours, 
par^ of this gr^at work was confumed by fire, 
and the remainder was publiihed after the au* 
thor's death by Muller. • It confifts of three vo^ 
Jumes in quarto. The firft contains feveral cu- 
rious diiHertations relative to th^. antiquity of the 

a 4 Sclavonian 
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Sclavonian nation; the fecond and third com- 
prife the hiftory-of the Ruffian empire, from itft 
carlieft origin to 1237. It can hardly he called 
a regular biftoiy, hut is rather a connected ferie& 
of chronicles^ whofe antiquated Sclavonian dia- 
lers are mferely changed into the Ruffian idiom ; 
and the author is juftly cenfured for not regular- 
ly citing the various annalifts as he abridges 
or new models them, and for not affigning the 
reafons which induced him to prefer the writers 
whofe relations he has adopted, to thofe which 
he has reje6led *• 

Since Tatifchef, ftveral writers f have pub- 
Kflied coUe^ions of ftate-papers and olhe-r' docu- 
ments J but the honour of compoling a complete 
hiftory of this country is probably referved for 
prince Sherebatof ; who, if we except MuUerj. 
has contributed more thiin any other perfon to- 
wards itjuftrating the Ruffian annals, , 



• Bach. Ruff. Bib.^ for 1774, p' 43 ; alfo fox 1775, p. 2i6« 
L'Evefque, vol. tj p. xxxL 

f Particularly Novikof, in his ancient Ruflian I-ibrary, in ten 
volumes, a work thus charaSlerifed by L'Evefque : ** Recueil d» 
pieces origlnales ct authentiques, tirees des cabinets et dtt ar- 
chivesi on y trbuve dcs morceaux trcs-importantes/' Vol; !• p. xxiv- 
Th^ Acadefny of Sciences has alfo publiflicd an HiHorical Journal 
every month, from J755 to 1765.. It confifts qf 20 volumes^ oda- 
vo, and contains " un grand nombre dc morceaux hiftoriques trcs- 
intereflans, doixt la plupart ont etc compoflff par k favant Malkr.'* 
Xb, 

^This 
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This learned nobleman is editor of iVve^ 
works : A journal of Peter tjic Great, in ^ rotoL^ 
quarto, in^hich 1^ found in the archives, and pub- 
lifhed by order of the emprefs. It confiilsof ^ 
eight books, five of which were correded by IPe^ 
t^ himfelf The firi); volume begins wrfch the 
4nfurre6lion of the Strelitzes in I698>and finifliei 
with 1714; thefecond concludes with the peace 
of Nyfiadt in 1721. The learned editor has 
added feveral remarks, and fome important pieces 
from the Ruffian archives. The Ruffian Hiftory, 
by an Ancient Annalift, from the banning of 
the reign of Vlodiroir Monomaca, in 1114 to 
I47fi, in which the author dwelb on thecivH 
feuds of Novogorod, and iis fubjefiion to Ivaa 
Vaffili6vitch I. The Life of P^ter the Great, ia 
the Ruffian language, firft publifted at Venictp 
which the prince reprinted in 1774, and cm- 
riched with hiftorical observations. His own 
works are, an Account of the RuiTan Impof- 
tors: amongft thefe is the life of Demetrius, 
chiefly drawn from the fources confulted by 
MuUcr in his relation of the fame peiiod., 
But this noble author's great work is the 
Hiftory of Ruffia, from the eatlieft times. He 
has already publiflied three volumes in quarto, 
which finifli with the rciguof Demetrius Donfki, 
who died in 1389. I have read with great plea- 
furc the Gcrmaii tranflatian of this performance; 

which 
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vhich is a moft valuable addition to the htftory 
of the North. The author had accefs to th* 
imperial archives ; he draws his information froiB 
the moft ancient and unqueftionabk fource% is 
exa6fc in quoting his authorities, and ranges the 
events in chronological order with great perfpi- 
cuity. A writer, who confulted many chrbni- 
des cited by this hiftorian, and who has given to 
the public the moft complete hiftory of Ruffia 
yet extant, thus fpeaka of this work : " The au- 
thor always cites his authorities. I have verified 
a great number of his references, and have always 
difcovered his accuracy. If the firif chara£ler 
of an hiftorian is the lovte of truth, the prince 
dcferves the greateft praife *•" 

Although this difquifition is confined to the 
.native writers ; yet I cannot avoid mentioning 
Voltaire's Life of Peter the Great, as it is the 
work from which moft foreign nations have 
formed their ideas of Ruffia ; which many French 
and £nglifli authors have fervilely copied, until 
it is coniidered as a iiandard book, and particu- 
larly as the author informs us in thei* Preface : 
" La cour de Peter/bourg^ Sgc. a fait parvenir i 
fhijiorien ckargi de cet overage tens les docu* 
mens antkentiques. II tCa icrit que fur des preu^ 

» L'Evefque. 
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But the well-infomied Ruffians, although this 
work idolizes their hero Peter the Great, confefii 
that it is an inaccurate performance ; a panegyw 
ric rather than a hiftory, in which many fafts are 
difguifed or omitted ; where every defed in the 
principal charafter is foftened, and every virtue 
exaggerated. In truth, the elegant author wrot« 
this Life at the defire of the emprefs Elizabeth, 
by whofe order he received great part of the ma- 
terials. Hence it may eafily be conjeftured, 
that nothing would be communicated which 
could refle6l the fmallc;ft difcredit on Peter or 
Catharine ; and that the author was unwilling to 
infert any circiimftance which might be difpleaf- 
ing to Elizabeth. His genius was fettered by 
thefe reftraints ; the pifture, accordingly, which 
he has drawn of Peter is almoft as devmd of ani- 
mation as of refemblance, and this fketch is the~ 
leaft entertaining, as well as the moft inaccurate 
pf his hiftorical pieces. 

 But frequently alfo in regard to thofe event$ 
which did not interfere with Elizabeth's preju- 
dices, he either did not examine, or did not 
follox\% fome of the beft and moft authentic 
inaterials communicated from' Peterfburgh *« 

From 

 Bafching^ has published, in the third volume of his Hifto-, 
rical Magazine, ** Memoireabiege fur la Vie du Tfarcvitch Alexii 
Pttrovitchr* This memoir, fays the editor, was fent to Voltaire 

befoztt 
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From thefe circumft^nces we may alfe;it(to. the 
truth pf the cenfure paffed by the lively writer 
upan his own performance, when he faid, ** Je 
ferai graver fur ma tombe, cy git qui a vouki 
icrire rhiftoire de Pierre le Grand *." 

Of the Ruffian poetry previous to this ccn* 
tury, the only fpecimens were a few ancient 
fongs, foqie occafional copies ofverfes, and a 
pfalter, coiripofed by the monk Simeon Polotflci^ 
printed at Mofcow in 1680, To ufe the ex-^ 
preffions -of the epic writer Kherafkof, " the 
Mufcs waited till the reign of Peter the Great^ 
to make their appearance in Ruffia : before hi$ 
time were indeed a few poets, but their compo*- 
fitions were more rhymes than verfes, and. even 
during his reign the art was ftill in its infancy. 
At len gth- came Lomonozof f , " & c. Theophk- 
nes ' had indeed read ledures on the rales of 
Sckvonian or Ruffian verfe; prince KantemiTj^ 
Ilinfki, Trediatofski, and a few others^ had comr 
pofed; but there M-ere no poets of eminence be- 
before he began to write his Hiftory of Rufltfir it will ferve 9% 9, 
proof how fittle that writer employed the. authentic papers tranf- 
initted to him.. Vol. IIL p. 194. Muller dfcy Charges Voltaire 
with not paying fufficient attention to. the papers which be com- 
iQunicated, from the mofh undoubted authorities. Buf, XVI. 

• Cited by L'Evefque, Vol. T. p. xxx. 

t Preface to Kheraflcofs Poem on the Battle of Tchefine/qtio^^ 
ed in Bach. RulT. Bib. for 1774, p. 201. 

fore 
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fore LdmOnozof and Sumbrokof. A fketch 
thertfore of the lives and writings of thefe two 
authors, a fhort account of the Ruffian fiag^ 
and a few remarks on the compofitions of Khe- 
fafkof, will convey to the reader fome idea of 
the rife, progrefs, and ftate of poetry in this 
empire. _ ' . 

Lomonozof * , the great refiner of hi« native 
tongue, w^ tfee fon of a fiflimonger at Kolmo* 
god: he was bom in 1711, and fortunately 

"taught to read ; a rare inftance for a perfon of fo 
low a ftation in Ruffia. His natural genius for 
poetry was firft kindled by the perufal of the 
Song of Solomon, done into verfe by Polotflci, 

-whofc rude compofitions, perhaps fcarcely fu- 
perior to our verfion of the Pfalms by Stern* 
hold and Hopkini, inlpir^d him with an irre* 
fiftible paffion for the mufes. He fled from hb- 
father, who would have compelled him to marry, 
and took refuge in ^a monaftery at Mofcow; 
where he had an opportunity of indulging hi* 
tafte fbr letters, and ftudying the iGreefc and 
Latin languacres. In this feminary' he made fo 
confiderable a progreis in polite literature, as to 
be patronifed by the Imperial AcadeAiy ©f 
Sciences. In 1736, he was ferit, at- the expence 
of that foclety, to the univerfity of Marburgh 
In ti«fle-Caflel, wh^-e he ftudied under the cele- 



• Le CJerc« Hi(t Mod. p. 70. 
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"brated Chriftian Wolf, univerfal grammar, the* 
toric, and philofophy. He continued at Mar-* 
burgh four years, and applied hirafelf with in- 
defatigable diligence to .chymiftry, wliich he 
aflenHrards piirfued with ftill greater fuccefs^ 
under the famous Henckel, at Freyburgh in 
Saxony. In 1741, he returned into Rufiia, was 
chofen in 174« adjundl to the Imperial Aca- 
^Jemy, and in the enfuing year member of that 
focietyj and profeflbr of chymiftry. In 1 160, he 
wa3 appointed infpedor of the- feminary, then 
annexed to the Academy ; in 1764, he wajs gra- 
tified by the emprefs with the title of counfellor 
of ftate, and died on the 4th of April that yeaj^^ 
in the 54th year of his age^ 

Lomonozof excelled in various kinds of conv- 
poiition; but his chief merit is derived fron^ lys 
odes. The firft was written in 1739, while he 
fiudied in Germany, on the caipture of Kotfcthin, 
a fortrefs of Ci^im Tartary, by marftial Munie. 
The. odes of Lomonozof are greatly admired 
for originality of invention, fublimity of fenti- 
ment, and energy of language, and compenfate 
for theii; turgid fty le, by that fpirit and fire, which 
ve the principal chara6leriftics in this fpecies of 
compofition^ Pindar was his great model; and 
if we may give credit to a perfon * well verfed 

• L'EveiJiue, wko &y$ of him, <• B«& pcut-ctre Icfeul imulef^ 
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in the Huffian tongue, he has fucceeded iii thb 
daring attempt to imitate the Theban bard^ 
without ineurring the cenlure of -Horace * . In 
i:his, as \<rell as feveral other fpedes of compofi^ 
tion, he enriched his native language with vari^ 
ous kinds of metre, and merited the appellation 
befiowed on hiiin, *^ The Father of Ru&an 
Poetry.'\ 

A brief recapitulation of the principal world 
of Lomotiozof, printed in three volumes o6lavo, 
iRriU ihew the verfatility of his genius, and his 
cxtenfive knowledge in various branches of li^ 
terature: 

The firfl Tolome^ beiide a preface on the advantages derived td 
the Ruffian tongue from the ecclefiaftkal writings, contains ten 
iacred and nineteen panegyric odes, and ieyend occafional pieces 
of poetry. 

The fecond compriies an £flay, in profe, on the rules of Ruffiaa 
Poetry; tranflation of a German Ode: Idylls; Tamlra and Seliiti^ 
a tn^edy ; Dteophoon, a tfagedy ; Poetical Epiftie on the Udlity 
of Glais; two cantos of an ejMC Poem» in titled Peter the Great; a 
congratulatory cop^of veries; an Ode; tranflation of Baptifte Rouf* 
£siu*s ode, Sur U B9itbeur\ Heads of a Courie of Lectures oft 
Natural Philoibphy^> certain paflages, tnuiAated in yerfe and profe^ 
accoiding to the originals, from Cicero, Eraiinus, Lucian, ^lian^ 
Ammianus Marcdlinus, Quintus Curtius, Homer, Virgil, Martial, 
0vid» Horace, and Seneca, which Ruflian tranflations were brought 
as examples in his Le^ures upen Rhetoric; laftly, defcriptionpf 
the Comet which appeared in 1744. 

The third volume confifts chiefly of fpeeches and treatifes read 



 **^ Pindarum qiilfquis ftadet atmulari," &c. L'Ode de J-omo-s*, 
inofof fit connoitre aux RuiT^ les v^ritabks xsgles 4e la«harmonie, 
l^eCler^ 



y 



t5fi TRATEtfi IN RUSSIA. t^ S* 

^forc the academy; panegyric on the cmprpfs Elizabeth $ on Pctct 

the Great; ti'catifc on the advantages of chyraiftiy ; on the phaeno- 
ittcna of the air, occafioned by the ekarical fire, with a Latm tranf- 
ktion of the feme; 6n the origin of light, a* a new theory of co- 
lours;; methods to determine with precifioa the coufie of a veflel| 
on the origin of metals by the means of earthquakes; Latin dif- 
fcrtation on iblidity and fluidity; on the Traniit of Venus im 
%j6tp'nith a German truidation •• ^ 

Befides thefe various fubjefts, Lomonorof 
Ijob^ no inConficTerable figure in hiftory, having 
published two fmall woiis relatit?^e to that of I4< 
own country. The firft^ %l6d Annafe of the 
Ruffian Sovereigfis, is a fhort chronology of the 
Ruffian tnonarchs ; the fecond is the Ancient 
Hiftory of Ruffia,.from the origin of that nation 
to, the death of ite gceat^duk6 Yaisbflaf I. iti 
1054; a performance of great merits as it il* 
luftrates the moft difficult and obfcure. period in 
the munals of this country. 

Lomonozof vtm alio an admirer of the arts; 
made fome proficiency In painting, and difl;in* 
gui^lied himfelf by, copying 'i» mo&ic The 
portraits of- the regent Anne attd Peter the 
Third, done by Lomonozof in mpfaic^ are ftill 
preferved in the galleiy at Or^ienb^Mn* 

Alexander Sumorokof, juftiy denominated the 
founder of the Riiffiaft theatre, next to Lome- 

* Mr. I>amafkin»Whopub]iihed this complete edition of Lomo* 
*nozor« works, received from the emprefs a prefent of £*^QO. See 
Jtuf. Bib. for 1780, p. 33$« * 
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liozof, principally contributed to refine the 
poetry of his country. But before I give a. de- 
tail of his life and writings, I fliall introduce a 
AoH account of the Ruffian ftage, becaufe a 
view of the ftate in which he found the national 
theatre * will difplay his powers in dramatic 
compofition* 

Before the «ra of Peter the Great almbft the 
only t dramatic reprefeiitations in Ruflia were 
cxl|ibited in the monafteries of Kiof and Mof-» 
coW; where the ftudents performed occaiionally 
an Actus Oratorius^ or fcriptural hiftory- The 
learned Demetrius Tooptalo J , metropolitan 
archbifliop of Roftof, was highly diftinguilhed 
for compofingy in the tafte of the times, fcriptural 
hiftories in verfe : The Sinner an allegory j Efther 
and Ahafaefus; The Birth, and the Refurrec- 

* tt do^s tidt enter Into my plan to trace the introdu^kift and 
progrefs of the German, Italian, and Fr^ch players in JRuifia. I 
ihall only obferve^ that^ in the reign of Peter the Great, the firft f^ 
of German actors played at Peterfbuj^h ; fome Italian performers 
firft made dieir appearance in 17^0, and the' French comedians in 
17^2. For further information on this fubjed, the reader is re-^ 
ferred to Staehlin*s Gt(. des Theatre« in Rufsland, in HaygoM, or 
Schloetzer*6 Beylage^ vol. I. p. 400^ 

t We may except, the reprefentations at court dtiriftgthe mi- 
nority of Peter the Great, when fi>me of Moliere's plays, tntnP 
lated into the Ruffian tongue, were g^edin the Ikonofbatfkoi con* 
yent J among other pcrfons of difUDaion^ th^ prinoefs Sophia per* 
formed a part. 

X He died in 1709. 
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tion of Chrift- At the coiximenceroent of this , 
century, thefe pieces were the faihionable repre- 
fentations, not only in convents, but at court, 
even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth ^& 

J^^ig^- 

The .ftudents of furgery in the hofpital at 

Moicow gaye the firft public pjerformance ex-t 

hibited by the laity, in the- great hall, where 

they faifed a ftage, and ufed fcfeens for the, 

Ccenery . Staehlin *, who was prefent at one of 

thefe exhibitions, the fubjeft of which was Ta-.' 

merlani^ informs us, that nothing could be more 

grotefque and ridiculous; and relates an initance 

of profane ribaldry, introduced into one of the 

fcriptural pieces, too grofs to be mentioned. 

The fame author remembers to have feen at Pe- 

tcrfburgli the emprefs's grooms acl ia a ftili more 

wretched manner, eiUier in the hav-loft of the * 

imperial ftables, or in an unfurniilied houfe. 

Aftors of this fort ufed alfo to perform every 

year for the amufcment of the common people; 

they had no regular theatre, but were accuftom* 

ed to play in different parts of the city. At 

duflv, a paper lantern, was liung from the win- 

doM', and two huutfmens horns were blown, to 

announce a comedy for the evening; the en- 

' '• Sec *Gefchichte d^ Theatres in Rufslnnd, from which inge- 
nious treatifc I have principally taken tliis account of the RuiGaa 

ilage, 
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trance money Vas from f to %d. ; and the ipec* 
tators ufually remained two hours to hear every 
' fpecies o^ nbnfenfe and ribaldry. Such ira» the 
ilate of the Ruflian fiage ^hen Sumorokof* 
brdught out his firfl tragedy of Koref. 

About the feme time the firft regular Rufliaii 
theatre was opened at Yaroflaf, 'under the diree- / 
tion of the celebrated aftoK Feodor Volkof, thel 
Garriek of Ruffia, whofe talents for the ftager 
were equal to thofe of Sumorokof for dramatic 
eompodition. Volkof was fon of a tradefriian 
at Yoroflaf) and born in 1729: having difcover- 
ed early proofs of great abilities, he was. fent to 
MpfcoW^^ where he learnt the German tongue, 
mufiC; and drawing. His father dying, and his 
mother marrying a fecond hufband, who had 
cftablifhed a manufactory of falt-petre and ful- 
phur, he applied himfelf to that trade; and go- 
ing upon the . bufmefs of his father-in-law ta 
Peterlburgh about the year 1748, his natural in- 
clination for the ftage^ led him to frequent the 
German plays, and form an intimate acquaint- 
ance with fome of tlie aftorsj 

On his return to Yaroflaf^ h6 conftruaed a 
fiage in a large apartment at his father-in-lawV 
houfe, painted the fcenes, and, with th$ affiftalicd 
of his four brothers, a6i;ed before a lar^e affem- 
bly. Their firft performances were t^ie fcriptu-r 

s 2 ^ lal 
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ral hiftofies written by the arcbbiihop of Roftofi 
thefe were fucceeded by the tragedies tsf Lamb^ 
Tiozc^ and Sitmorokof) tttd fometimes fatirical 
forces of their 6wn compafition againft the in- 
habitants of Yaroflaf. The fpcdlltors beb^ 
adxhitted gratis^ /his fath6r*i»*law bbjeded 
to the exp^nce; and Volkof conftrufl«d,' in 
173Q, a; large theatre partly by fubffcription, 
and paijtly at his owta rifk. HaA^ng fiipplied 
it with fcenes, which lie painted himfdf, and 
^reffes, which heaffifted in making; and pro- 
cured additional aftors, whom he inftiuded, he 
and his troop performed with grea* ap|>laixfe be-> 
fore crowded audiences, who cheerfully paid 
for their admiffion; 

In 175s, the emprefs Elizabeth, informed of 
their fulpcefs, fummoned them to Pcterfburgh j 
where they reprefented, in the theatre of the 
co^rt, the tragedies of Sumorokof. To improve 
this new troop, the four principal adors were 
placed in the feminary of the * cadets, where 
they remained four yeirs. At the conclufion 
of that period, a Ruffian theatre was eftabliilied' 
at the court; three aftrefles were admitted; Su- 
mdrokof was appointed direftor, ai^ 5,000 
ipoubles were allowed for the a^ors. Befide» 
tliis falary, they were permitted to perform /dnce 
a:week to tlie public; and the admiffion-money 
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was diftributed atnong them without dedu6lion ; 
as the lights, itmfiCy and dreffes were provided at 
the expence of the emprefs. 

The chief performances were the tragedies 
and comedies of Sumorokof, and tranflations 
from Molieref and other French writers. The 
company continued to flourifli under the patro- 
nage of Catharine, and the falaries of the a6lors 
were gradually increafed tor 1 1,000 roubles per 
annum. Vplkof and his brother were enhoblied, 
and received from their imperial miftrcft eftates 
in land: he performed, for &e laft time, at Mof- 
cow,* in the ti^iagedy of Zemira, a * fliort timfe be- 
fore his death, which happened in 1 763, in the 
3 5th year of his age. He (equally excellecj in 
tragedy and comedy;^ but his J)rincipal merit 
cqnfiftiid in rcprefenting madnefs. He was tolera- 
bly verftd in mufic, atid no indiflfereni poet/ 

His frrcrid ' Sumorokof paid an affc6lihg tri- 
bute to the memory of Volkof, who had done 
•ample juftice to his dramatic compofitions : 
"'Melpomene, unite thy tears with mine; la- 
mcnt, and tear  thy locks. My friehd'fe' dead. 
Adieit, my friend; farrow penetrates and dif- 
folves rhy foul. The fource of HippotS'^16 is 
frozen. . O Ruffia ! you poffeffed a fecbnd Ra*- 
cine ! but the new theatre is already tottering 
fVom its foundations; and all the labours of 
a century are deftr^yed ! Volkof is feparatccj 
i '^ ^ S3 from 
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from the Mufes for ev^r; — ^Trage^y.b^.loit her 
bufkin ^nd her ppignard, Melpomene, bedew 
his tomb with thj^ tears*:,'* 

The prophecy, however, of Sumorokof, which 
his enthufiafra for the theatrical 3,bilities of this 
great ador, or hi^ affe^ion for the memory of 
bis friend, led him to utter, is far from being 
fulfilled. The ftage, though it fuffered a con- 
fiderabje Ipfs by the death of Volkof, ftill fub- 
fifts and profpers upd^r ^he proteSrion of Car 
tharine ; and from the fpecimens which I faw 
among the foundlings at Mofcow? and in other 
feminaries, there; i^; nq reafon to apprehend the 
wapt of able ^6i;ors. 

To return from this digreffion : Alexander Su- 
TOorokof, the fpn of Peter. Sumorojcof, a Ruffian 
nobleman, was born at Mofcow, on the I4th of 
NovcQiber,, 1727 tr He received the firft j'udxr 
mients pf learning in his father's houfe ; wh^re, 
befic|e a grammatical knowledge of h}s native 
tongue^ he was well grounded in the Lafki^ 
language. Being removied to the feminary of 
the Clqdets at St. Peterfburgh, he profecated his^ 
iludijes with u|i wearied application, and gave 
early proofs of his genius, for poe]try. Even on 
holidays he would jetire from his jcompanions^ 

• • LeCierk, p. 81. ^ . 

f This accomit of Sumorokof-is chiefly taken firom *<]^ucz^' 

Nachricht yon den Leben und.der Schriften des^ Alexander Pe- 

>. » • • •  • 

troWitch Sumojrokdf,-' in Jouto. St^Pet. for i778« 
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•who were engaged in play, and devote his whole 
time to the perufal of the Latin and French 
imters. 

The lirft efforts of his genius were lo^e-fongs, 
whofe tehdernefs and beauty of expreflion, till 
then unknown in the Ruffian tongue, were con- 
sidered as prognoftics of his future fame. Oii 
quitting the feminery, he was appointed adju* 
tant, firft to count Golovkin, and afterwards to 
count Razomofski ; and being patronized, by 
count Ivan Shuvalof, was introduced by that 
Maecenas to Elizabeth, wh6 took him under her 
proteftiori. About the 29th year of his age, an 
enthufiaftic fpndnefs for the works of Racine, 
turned his genius to the drama, and he ^wrote 
the tragedy of Koref, which laid the foundation 
of the Ruifian theatre. This piece was firft 
a^ed by fome of his former fchool-mates, the 
cadets, who had previoufly exercifed their talents 
in declam*ation, and in afting a French play. 
Elizaheth, informed of this new phsenbme&on 
in the theatrical world, ordered the tragedy to 
be exhibited in her prefence upon a fmall theatre 
of the court, where German, Itali,any and French 
plays had' been performed. The applaufe and 
diftinftion which the author received on this 
occafion, encouraged him to follow the bent of 
his geirius; and he produced fucceffiv^Iy Ham- 
let, Ariftoua, Sinaf and Truvor^ Zemira, Dimifa, 

s 4 ' Vitflielaf, 
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yitflielaf, the Falfe Demetrius, aad Miciflaf« 
Nor was. his mufe lefs fertile in comedies, whidk 
arc, Triflbtinus, the Judge, the Difpute betweem 
the Huftand and Wife, the Guardis^n, the Por- 
tion acquired by Fraud, the Envious Man, Tar- 
tuffe, the Imaginary Cuckold, the Mother who 
rivals her Daughter, the Goffip, and the Thtee 
Rival Brothers. He wrote alfo the operas of 
Alceftes, and Cephalus andProcris*. 

With refpe^ to his tragedies, • Racine was his 
model ; and his Ruffian biographer, who feems a 
competent judge of hii^ merit, allows, tj>at 
*^ though in iome inftancqs he attained all the 
excellence of the French poet^ yet he failed in 
inany others; but it' would be uncandid to ijafift 
' on fuch defeds in a writer who firft introduced 
the drama among his coimtrymen, The Fretich 
overlook in their Corneilie ftill greater faults," 
** Hij comedips, continues the fame author^ 
contain niuch humour; but I dp not imagitid 
that our dramatic writers will adopt him for their 
model ; for he frequently excites the laughter of 
the.fpedtatQr at the expefiice of his cooler jud^-? 
ment ^ t Neyerthp lefs, they prefent futficieut 

' paflages 



- • His tragedies arc written in rhyme, in the Alexandjine verfei 
the fame as the French heroic. His comedies are in profe. 

+ « W^eil es auch ein Lachen giebt, nach welcbem der Zuf- 
chauer nipht yrohl mit fich felbft Zilineden ift dafs er gvlacht hat'* 

I4teral]y, 
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paflages to |>roye> that he would hare attained a 
greater degree of ^xcdlence io Uits line, had fae 
fiaid more attention to paint our manners, and 
follow* tjie tafte of the befl foreign writers." 

Befidesi djami^tic writings, Sumorokof at- 
tempted eVeiy fpecies of poetry, excepting the 
epic. He wrote, love-fongs, idyls, fables, latiret^ 
anacreonti<iS) elegies^ .verfions of the Pfalms, and 
Pindaric odes- Superior to Lomopozof ^^ in the 
compofittoQs of the drama; he was inferior to 
him in Pindarig writings. ^* Though his^o^Jes,*' 
iUids his biograpfaer, ^^ are diftinguifhed by eaiy \ 
jBoW(xf verfification, harmony, foftnefs, and grace; 
yet they are far from teaching that elevation and 
fire which chisurafterizc thofe of LonxoiioEof. Thefe 



Literally, '* ^nce he occafions a laughter, at whidi the fpcftator 
Is npt well iatb$rd that he ji4i;ita«g£irKi.** Does, the biographer 
mean hy this p^iTage, that the wit jof SHmorokof vaf often too fmr 
cicaly and degenerated into a low fpedes of humour ? If fo, let 
the author anftirer for himfelf. In a l^ter to Voltaire, he complains 
that his cofunttymen had hegun to adopt that wretched fpecies of 
compofition, the fentimental conuxly, inftead of the wit and ^u ^ 
mour of Moliere \ and Voltaire agreed with him, in the following 
words : *' Je {bufcris entierement a tout ce que vous dites de Mo- 
liere et de la comedi^ Larmoyante, qui a la honte de la^ nation a 
fucced^ au feul vrai genre comique port^ a perfe6lion par rininii-* 
table Moliere. Bach. Ruff, Bib. for 1778, p. 155. 

 There was an unfortunate rivalry between thefo two poets s 
eaoh wilhed to exc^l iii the other*s line, and each failed is^-the at<r 
tempt. -The account of this rivaliy between Lomonozof and Su- 
morokof might add another article for th^ author of Ltf H^eUa 
LiUeraireu 

two 



queiitfy ifteoniiilente in his - pttriuils^ he epuld 
not brook the ]eftft oppofition, and r^arded the 
moiS: trifling Hrcuinftance as thr greateft evi]. 
His extFaordinary fame, the many favours con- 
ferred on him by the emprefs, the indulgence 
and veneration of his friends, might have made 
him extwimely fortunate,, if he had u^nderftood 
the art of being fo. He had conceived a great, 
perhaps too great, an idea of tlie charadiet and 
merits of a true poet ; snd could not endure to 
fee with patience this noble and much^efteemed 
* ajrt, which had been confecrated by - Homer, 
Virgil, and other great men, profaned by fmHoas 
without judgment or abilities, Thefe pretend- 
ers^ he would fay^ fltock the public witJi thdr 
nonfenfe in rhyifte, and cjotlw their moiifiroos 
conceptions in tbe^ drefs of the Mufes. The 
puli^ie recoil froim them with difguft^ and aver* 
fion; and, deceived -by their a}^iKrtoee, treat 
with irreverence tbofe children ' of heaven, the 
true Mufes." 

The examples of Lomono;sof and Sumorokof 
have tended to diifufe a fpirit of poetry, and 
a tafte for polite learning, among th^ Buffians, 
and tbfey arc fueceeded by a numferblis band 
of poets *. Of thefe I fliall only mention one 
writer, who has diftinguiihed himfelf bycOmpof- • 
ing the firft epic pbem in the Ruffian toiigue. 

. * Maity of tbere are enumcTiited by Mr* l^Cltr^^Hik. M^- 
p. 7^ — 98. /* 

Michael 



* 

 Mkhael Khem&of^ a pcrfon of ii noble family,i^ 
hsi.iexcdied in fcveral fpccie* of compofitioia^ 
Hid works toe, a poem on the Utility of Science, 
i^vetti tragedies and comedied, Pindaric odes^ 
Anacreontics, fables, idyls, and fatires, a romance 
called Ariadne in Thebes, Numa Pompilius, a 
poem, hi four cantos^ in honour of the naval 
Tiftory over the Turks at the battle of Tchcfme* 
But thepiece by which he has acquired the great-* 
eft faine, is an epic poem in twelve cantos, called 
theRossiADA, written in Iambic meafure of fix 
feet in rhyme. The fubjed is the conqueft of 
Cafen by Ivan Vaffilievitch IL or, as the author 
has expreffed himfelf, ** I fing Ruilia delivered 
from the yoke of barbarians; the might of the 
Tartars laid low, and their pride humbled : I 
fing the ftrifes an^ bloody conftids of axfcient 
itrmies ; Ruffia's triumph, and Cafan's fubjec- 
tion/* lliis work is greatly admired by the na- 
tives, and may jufth^. be confidered as forming, 
an epoeli in the hiftgry of their poetry. The 
general plan feems well difpofed ; the events 
follow each other in a rapid but orderly fuccef- 
fion ; and the imagination of the reader is kept 
alive by frequent fcencs of terror, in which the 
author feems to excel. The.fubjeft is extremely 
ihterefting to the RuiBans ; and the poet has art* 
fully availed himfelf of the popular belief, by the 
introdufUon of faints and martyrs for the ma- 

- .. ' chinerV 
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chinefy df hrs poem. ^ Le Clerc inforrtis us/ thai 
this poem, x^hile it contains feveral ftriking paf-» 
fages of great heauty, is in many part9 deficient 
in harmony ; a defeft, he adds, which the author^, 
hy retouching and corroding; is Capable of re- 
moving* 

Kheralkof has n6t failed of acquiring the re-^ 
"wards due to his extraordinary talents j harrng 
J)een fuceeflivfely appointed vice-prefident of the . 
college of mines, counfellor of ftate, and curator 
of the univerfity of MofedW- 

LoHipnozof is a rare, and' perhaps a fin' 
gle inftance of any Ruffian of low degree, noi 
an fecclefiaftic; who attained to great eminence" 
in literature. But probably fuch examples 
will ^foon ceafe to be uncommon ; fince the 
fchools, inftituted by Catharine in eyery province 
of her wide-extended empire, will facilitate the 
acquifition of learning among the lower clafs of 
people ; fince the zeal for inquiry is fpread among 
tlie Aatives, and honour and promotion are known 
by experience to be the certain attendants on 
literary acquititions. Indeed, fuch is the fpirit 
with which the emprefs protefts a)id encourages 
learning ; that fcarcely any work of Qient makes 
its appearance, for which the author does not 
inftantly receive fome mark of diliin&ion or . 
libei-aUty. ^ - 

Ta rp*ead a tail^ <?f . literature among her mb' 
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jefts, Catharine appointect, in\ 1768, a committee 
to order and foperintend tranflations of the claf- 
iics, and the bed modem authors, hitpthe Ruf- 
fian tongue ; and allowed £. looo per annum to- 
wards defraying the^ expence of fikch undertake 



ings*. 



With 



* The following is a lift of the tianflations which had made their 
appearance before the 8th of July 1774 * s 

Homer^s Batraychomyoniachia ; Charafters of Thec^hraftus | 
^Han$ Herodian$ Diodorus Siculus ; Terence $ Cicero De Fimbus\ 
Caeiar's Commentaiies ; Three Epiilles of Ovidj his Metamorphofes 
in prpfe; Radius di Moribus Germanorum\ Paterculus; Valerius 
Maximus ; Stritter*s Memorutpopuiorum oHm ad JOanubium incolentium 
e Script. Byzan.Hifi,iruta; MuUer*8 Account of the Antient In- 
habitants of Ruflia} Gmelin*s Travels through Ruflia^ Pallat^i 
Travels through Ruflia ; His Pruflian Majefty's Trcatife on the. 
Reafon for making and repealing Laws; Montelquieu^s dnffiderO" 
tionsjur fa grandeur it la decadence des Remains ; his Ljifimaque, Dia- 
logue de Syila et d'Eucrai^, EJ/'ai fur le Gont^ and Temple de Gnide i 
DimfdaleVs Treatife on Inoculation; Chalotais fur V Education ^ 
Hiftory and Treatifes of the Amftcrdam Society for ^Recovery of 
Drowned Perfons \ The Ottoman Empire \ Republic of Raguf^ 
Great Britain, Portugal, Kingdom of Prudia, from Bufching's 
Geography ; Voltaire's Candide j a Dialogue of St. Evremond be- 
tween three perfons of different fentiments ) various articles from the 
Encyclopedie j Jofti's Foundation of the Power and Happinefs of 
States ; Calliere de la maniere de negocier avec tes fowvermns j Rouf- 
feau's Abridgement of St,?ierre*s Prt^et d'u/te paix perpetuelle\ St« 
KeaTs Conjpiration des Ejpagnols contre ta Ripublique de Venife \ Ver* 
tot's Resolutions Romaines 5 Mably 's Hifioire Grecque 5 Chinefe Re- 
ile6lions from the Manfliur tongue ; The Vifible World ; Lambert's 
Traite de r Amiiie 'y TalTo's Jerufalemme Liberata\ Gulliver's Tra-* 
vcls J Jofeph Andrews ; Jonathan Wild the Great 5 Amelia ;- ol^ 

the 

• Sfee RiifT. Bib. f^t 17751 p* 74* 
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With refpeft to claffical literature ; the Greek, 
ianguageis yet taught in few fchools, is fcarce- 
ly known to the laity, and is a rare qualification 
cveri aanoi^g the regular clergy* Latin is moref 
common^ ^b*ing undcrftoo<l by many of the cler^ 
gy, and not unfrequently cultivated by perforia^ 
of improved education.. Many of the daffies 
have beep tranflated by natives into the Ruiliait 

<iie Ventriloquifts 5 Gellert** Bctfchweftcr; the Art of being po- 
lite ; Letters upon feveral Fhyfical and Philofophical Subje6ls i 
Alac^uer^s Chymiftry i the Duty of an Officef ; f)iftionary of the 
French Academy ; on the advantage of inftrufting Youth in Claf- 
fical Literature } Rollings Belles Lcttres ^ Bell's Journey through 
Ruffia. * ' 

This lift mentions 9j bootcs, the tranllations wherepf were in the 
prefs^ 78, of which tranllatic^ns were making} and 63^ which the 
committee propofed to be tranflated. 

I have received an account of the followiiig tr^ffationsy which 
have been fince made : 

HenriaJe'j DiMiBoiteux\ 6ellert's Works 5 Anderfon's Hiflo- 
fy of Commerce J Robertfon's Hiftory of Charles V. frofn the French 
tranilation} Pallas Samlungen Mong^lifcben Volkerfebaften\ Engliih 
Grammar; Homer^s Iliad j Virgil's ^neidj Lucian's Dialogues; 
Mlton's Piradife Loftj Coyer's Hiftoire dt J,SobiiJki\ Montef- 
quieu's Ejprit des Loix ; Mallet's Hijii de Dannemarc j HiJI, Generah 
de Voyages \ Virgil's ficlbgues and Georgics; Cuero de Natura Deo- 
rum-y Plato's Works; Hedod; Coxe's Ruflian Difcoveries; Les 
Incas de Marmontel\ Bielfield's Political Inftitutions; Hifi, dt la 
Mai/on de Brandmhurgb ; MemQinsde Sully \ Blackilone's Commen- 
taries ; Hifl. Aug. Script. Sex ; Pope*s EfTay on Man ; Locke on 
Education; Livy; feveral EpiUles and Odes of Horace; Young*9 

I 

Six. weeks Tour, tranflated by particular order of the emprefs, for 
the purpofe of difl^u£ftg tlM knowledge of pra^ical agriculture, k^ 

tongue'; 
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tongue ; feveral editions of the moft approved' 
Greek and Roman authors have been publilhed 
at Mofcow and Peterlburgh; but the editors 
have been chiefly foreigners, encouraged to this 
attempt by the patronage of the Ruffian nobles, 
who are not deficient in antient Uterature, and 
excited by the opening genius of the nation. 
Among the natives, who have rendered them- 
felves illuftrious in this branch of knowledge, 
I muft not omit Plato, archbifhop of Mofcow, 
who is highly eminent' for claffical learning; 
and, am^g the naturalized foreigners, Eugenius 
archbiiOiop of Slavenik and Kherfon, who, in thfe 
true fpirit of the original, has tranflated into 
Greek hexameters the Eclogues and Georgics 
of Virgil ; a work printed in folio, at the ex- 
pence of prince Potemkin, and exhibitipg a mag- 
nificent fpecimen of typography. 



votr iir» 
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CHAP, u 



Population and revenvea of the Rjaflian empire.— Paper azmaif. 

\ 

OpflE population of the Ruffian dominions 
-*- may be^ eftimated from the table of the 
poll-to^x affefled in 1782. 



GoveraHient of Mofcow - - - 


440,359 




St, Peterfburgh - 


283,295 


. 


Wiburgh - - - 


88,128 




Tver - 


446,321 


< 


Novogorod 


269,32a 


« 


Pikof - - - 


288,125 




Smolenfko 

r 


445,257 


• 


Mohilef - - - 


331,033 




Poiotzk - - - 


311,462 




Orel - - - 


462,520 




Kurfk - - - 


458,830 




Karkof - * - 


392,944 




Voronetz 


394,934 


^ 


Tambof - - - 


438,025 




Refan - - - 


434,679 


, J 


Toola - - - 


418,927 


* 


Kaloogha 


384,423 


• 


Yaroflaf - - - 


370,961 




Government 
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Government of Vologda 

Volodimir 
Koftroma 



Nifhnie-NQvogorod 
Viatka - - * 
Perm - *. -. 
-Tobolfk - - -- 
Kolyvan -^ - 
Irkutflc . ^ - 
Ufa - - 
Simbirfk 

Kafan - . - 
Penfa * -/ - 
Saratof , - 
Aftrachan 
Afof - - • 
New Ruffia ' - , - 
Kiof - - 
Tchernighof 
Novogorod Sieverfki 
Riga 
Revel . - 



\ ^ 



349,386 

433,820 

396,269 

398,317 • 
407,950 

373,252 

166,225 

39,^97 
123,232 
177,798 
361,159 
373,354 
318,076. 

282,817 
23,776 

177,849 

.210,539, 
.387,792 

368,009 
365,541 
263,525 



Sum total of peafants paying 
the Poll-tax 



> 12,757, 



180 



By doubling this number for the females, we 
have for the peafants, male and female, in the 
whole Ruffian empire - - 25,5 i4,36oi 

T2 To 



V- 



^ -^ 
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To this we muft add nobles 
Clergy and their families 
. Merchants and famjUes 
Natives of Grim Tartary apd the 

Kuban - - . - 
Wandcrins: hordes of Sibera 



25,514,360 
200,000 
120,000 
250,000 

80,000 
600,000 



360 



And the total population of the 

Ruflian empire will, 

ing to this calculation^ 
A number, however large, greatly difproportion- 
ed to the extent of the empire *. 



ation of the "J 

ill, accord- > 26,764, 

:ulation,,be J 



The 

• This cftimation of population ih Rnflia was, in I7S5J fufficl- 
tently exa6t, and conddered fo by the laft ftatiftical writer in Ruliia, 
who adopted the general ilatement from jny accoiint $ fince that 
period a great acceillon of fubje£^s has been gained by the territo- 
rial acquiiitions> and fome increafe of the population from natural 
caufes. 

Population in the new AcquiHtions: 
Piftrift of Otchakof, 1791 ... 4P,OCQ 

By fecond partition of I^oland, 1793 - - 3f745>000 

By the.coriqueft of Poknd, 1795 - - 1,407,000 

Courland - - « - - 387,000 



Probable addition by the excefs. of the births over 
the deaths^ in the whole empire, for 15 years 



Population in 1784 
Population in 1800 ' 



/- 



5,579,000 
1,500,000 

7,079,000 
26,784,360 

Storcb. 
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The revenues of Ruflia, befides the impofts 
paid by the Ukraine, and by the provinces con- 
qjjered fronj Sweden, chiefly arife from the poll- 
tax; the duties of import and export; the ex- 
cife upon fait; the crown and church lauds; th^ 
profits of the mint; and the falc of fpirituous 
liquors, and a few. other articles. ' 

The -poll-tax was introduced in 1721 by Peter Lj and, at the 
accpilion of Catharine II. was exadcd from all |»ei*foas, except- 
ing the nobles and gentry, clergy, navy, army, the Coflacs, the 
itthabitancs of the Ukraine and Conquered Provinces. All who 

were 



Storch, in his Hiftorical Account of the Ruffian empire, eftimates 
the population at 36,1 5 z>000, in 1797* But he feems to have cx*- 
aggcrated tJje number, by allowing an increafe of ^50,000 a year, 
and putting, therefore, tteinciicafe during ten years at 3,ocx5,ooo. 

Mr. Tooke, in the fecond edition of his viciy of the Ruffian 
empire, greatly exaggerates the population, by fixing it at 
4O,00O,CXX3. He grounds his calculation on the tables of births 
and deaths given in tlie Ifaraburgh Politifches Journal, and pro- 
ceeds on the principje, that only one perfon in 58 dies annually. 
This calculation is erroneous, on two accounts : firft, the lift of 
births and deaths is not accurate ; it being a well known fadV> that 
the number of deaths lyas diminifhed, and of the birtJis augment- 
cd, to gratify the fovereigij with an idea, that the population was 
rapidly increafing. A ftriking c^ampj^ occurred during my firft 
Journey to Peterfburgh : only a fe\v of the nuijibers who periihed 
in confcquence of the cold pr intoxication at the fetg mentioned in 
p. 227, were included in the bill? of mortality. Secondly, when 
t^e prevalence of tliofe difeafes which Mr. Tooke himfelf enume- 
i:ates, aijid the number of cafualties in Ruffia, are confidered, it 
viil appear to any perfon in the Icaft accuftomel to fuch kinds of 
calculation, that the annual mortality muft be more than one . i^ 
fifty- eight. 



• ( 



^78 T EA VEL S I Iff BU 8S J A. B. fl, 

— -  ^ 

were liable to this tax wci^ rated in different proportions, as they 

were merchants, burghers^ or peafants: By the manifefto of I775f, 
promulgated after th^ conplufion of* the Turkiih war, the mer- 
chants were exempted from this tax* and it now includes only tiid 
burghers and peafaiits. 

Every fifteen or twenty years, the number of inhabitants throu|;fa.r 
out the empire is ufually taken y and* in each d;ftri^ fubjed^ to the 
poll tax, all males, infants.as well aS adults, under the defcription of 
^ burgher or pea^t, are aflefledt) from that period the &me aT- 
feflment is regularly paid till the neipt reyiflon, whether the popula- 
tion of that diftridl increases or diminishes; in the latter caiej^ the 
inhabitants or landholders are bound to fupply the deficiency; in 
the former, the tax isnot augmtoted, and of courfe falls much 
eaiier upon a. larger number of perfoQs. The landholders are an- 
fwerable fo.r the poll-tax of their peafants. 

By a late imperial edidl, the poll-tax was extended oyer the Uk* 
raine and Conquered Provinces ; and the other taxes paid by tiie 
peafants were aboliihed. This alteration has gready increaied the 

public 

. • ' N * 

"  > '■  * ' ""  ' ^ ' 

* It is no eafy matter to convey a clear notion of this tax, as 
well from the complicated method of impofing it, as from the dif- 
ferent changes which are occafionally made in the mode of afleiT- 
men t.-r A burgher pays ufually 4/. 9^. per annum 5 a peaiant of 
^he crown, in fome inftances, &/.; in others, 4/. 4f <£$ a peaiant of 
an individual, 2 a g^.-^Every perfon exerciling the trade of a tay- 
for, fmith; flioemaker, mafon, or any fimilar handicraft trade, and 
who enrols himfelf in the company of any town, pdys annuallyV 
befidf the poll-tax, 2/. Every peaiant who quits his village, to 
trade at Peterfburgh, Mofcow, or el fe where, pays 5 d, to the crown 
for his paflport. Thefe, and many other fimilar t^es, are al) 
ranged under the poll-tax. The diffenters, or old beliievcrs in the 
Ruilian church, pay double poll-tax. Some burghers and peafants, 
fuch as the yamfhics, who find pofl-horfes, and others, are exempted 
from the poll-tax j others pay it in labour j fome in furs, Scc^ I 
found it impoflible to give equal attention to every obje6l j" and I 
frankly oy^n, that amidll the variety of intelligence which I pro- 
cured in Ruffia, I do not perfcdtly comprfheiid ea^h mode of af- 
Icflhient in the poll-tax, ' * 
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piibUc reyenuCy .and the poll-tax is confiderably more prodii6live» 
Computing the average tax paid by each peafant at a rouble ^d 
a quarter, the poll- tax amounts to 15,435,000 roubles, or nearly 
4iouble its former produce^ 

The cuftoras, or »yerag^ duties on exports spd imports, amount 
to 5^000,000 rcubles* 

The excife upon fait, which is appropriated to the emprefs* ^ 
priyy purfe, produces, on an average, 2,000,000. Her majefty has 
twice diminiihed the price of fait nearly 30 per Cf nt. 

The mines (See chap* 6* of this Book) and coinage, and duties 
upon iron at the forge, yield 3»395,9IO, excluiive of the profits 
from the coinage of gold and filver imported into Ruflia. 

The church-lands, which are now annexed to tlie crown, produce ' 
about 2^000,000: part of this money is allotted for the falaries of 
the archbilhops, biibops, and regular clergy, for the maintenance of 
the (evend monafteries, and for the peniions of officers and foldiers 
4ifmifled from the fervice. The remainder, which belongs to the 
privy purie, amounts to about 300,000 roubles. 

The iale of fpirituoun liquors forms at prefent nearly one-third 
of the Ruffian revenue. In every p^ of the empire, excepting 
the Ukraine and the Conquered Provinees, the erown alone has the 
privilege of felHng Q>irituou8 liquors. TKis branch of finan^ 
fields lObOCQ^oooOr 
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Poll-tax ?•- - - -^ »- 

Coftoms f - - "'•,' "- 
Salt - ^ r - - - - - '- 
Gold and filver frovfi the mincn, profits of the coin^^, 

and duty on iron^ the forge ^ - - , 

Farm of fpirituous'liquors . - . . , 

Piurch lands - - - * - , , 

paties on files of lands and houfes,. flamped paper, 

an mills, horfes, baths, (hops, poft-ofEce, and other 

du^9S0|mt|ed r • , ? , . 
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i5»43S.ooo 

5,000,000 

2,000,000 

10,000,060 

2,000,000 



4,000,000 
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Or, eftimating the rouble at 3 *• 4^. - - - • at £» 6*971,818*. 

A3 the gradual increafe oJ> civilization in the 
Ruffian empire Has been followed by a propor- 
tional increafe of the revenue. At the acceffion 
of Peter the Great, it amounted to ;^. 1,000,000; 
at his death to^f. 1,600,000 ; Elizabeth raifed it 
to /. 3,600,000; when Catharine afcended the 
throne, it produced ^f. 4,400,000; liow yields 
near ^.7,000,000; and is ftill in an increafipg 
ftate. This fum is fufficient for the peace-eftab- 
liijiment. Of this revenue, the expences of the 
army and navy amount to about jf.3,i76,000j 
thofe of the civil eltabliihment tpjf. 2,972,485;^ 
and the remainder, or j^. 800, 000, is appropriated 
to the privy purfe of the emprefs. But it is 
difficult to conceive how fhe is^able to maintain 
the magnificence of her court; the number it 
public inftitutions ; the numerous buildings'f 
continually erefting at her expence; the libe- 
rality with which ihe encourages the arts and 
fpienceiS; the purchafes which ihe is continually 

« 

* Such was the general ftate of the revenue in 1784. Since thi* 
period it h;is been augmented by an increafe of territory, as well as 
by the improvement oF commerce, and other national benefits. 
According to -Mr.Tooke, the lateft author who has written on the 
fubjeft, the revenue exceeds 41,000,000 roubles. See his ftatement, 
which fcems to be accurate. View of the Ruffian empire, vol. 2- 
p. 326. Booky. fe6t. I. 

t In time of peace, her majcfty allots at le^l ^.200,000 per ann, 
for the pwrpofc pf building. 
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making in every country in Europe, and tha 
inunenfe donations which flie confers upon thei 
moft favoured of her fubje^s. 

The revenues; i^f Ruifia may he confiderably 
augmented in cafe of emergency, by the. increafe 
of the {>oll^-taXy apd the addition of new impoifai. 
It ihouldalfo he obferv^d, that in 1775 the ^m- 
prefe remitted fifty rfeven . taxes^ an(i ten in the 
following year. >, . : 

: , The great fuppovt * of tlie l^ft war iv^as a new 
bank, called the Bank- of Aflignation, which .was 
^ftabliflied during the hoftilities againft tlic 
^Turks. When copj^er^money icould ; not; be 
coiiied with fufEcieirt exp^ditiofe.to anfwer the 
ueceffities of the , ftate, b^nk notes, to the v^^luc 
of 50,75*,. and loa roubles,- jn copper,:. were 
iffued. Thefe notes are changed at the bank in 
Peteriburgh and Mofcow. The former, which * 
I vifited, is a brick building, containing fe- 
veral vaulted rooms, each capable pf holding 
^.400,000 of coppe^r coin in bags, piled one 
above another; in fome the money was already 
placed, and the others were preparing for the re- 
ception of the remainder. Since 1784 the old 
bank notes were called in, and a new iffue made 
to the acknowledged amount of 100,000,000 

' * Soon after the inilitution of this bank, fome notes of 7^ 
roubles being forged, thofe bearing that value were called in and 

roublesi 
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nmbles, in notes of five> ten, fifteen, twenty-five, 
ftnd one hundred roubles. On the firft appear*- 
ance of 4;his paper, it was received, particularly 
in the remote parts of the empire, not without 
difficulty, and the diicount againfl it was comt 
monly about di, and in fome places even 6 per 
cent. The obvious advantages, however, over 
copper money, foon I'ecommended it to general 
ufe; and it was found fo beneficial to com* 
merce, that in 1779 the c^ifcountin favour of 
filver fpecie was only one per cent, and it bore 
a premium of one apd an half per cent, over 
copper money. But fo large a quantity waa 
circulated, and the loans to government fo low% 
fred the credit of the flate, that in 1790 the difn 
count againfl the paper currency W9s near %Q 
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CHAP. a. 



Admirdty.rrrExpedition to Croiiftadt.-^T|ie harbours and- dockff 
— Rnffiaa ii4Ty.990& Raiiia.«<TGenpnil ohfervatio|i8 onthe Ka& 
iUnarmy, 

THE Admiraltj^ *, which (lands on the fouth 
bank of the Neva, oppofite tjie fortrefs of 
Peterfburgh, was built by Peter the Great, and 
}s a large brjck building, furrounded with a ram- 
part and ditch: it is the great receptacle for 
ihips' fiorea, and contains magazjpes of cordage^ 
fails, mafts, anchors, which are fent to Crouf 
lladt for the equipment of the fl^et. A large 
area, between the front of the building and the 
N^va, is appropriated for the conftru6lion of 
vcffels : when I was at Peteriburgh, five men of 
war.and two frigates were upon the ftocks^' . 

Cronftadt) the principal ftation of ihe Ruffiai) 
navy, is fituated onthp ifland Retufari, in the 

 

^ I am infQrnie4 that the Admiralty U intended to be removed 
to Cronftadt. 

f The men of war which s|pe framed in this dock are, in their 
pafKage (o Cronftadt, lifted over the bar by means of camels : theie 
machines were originally invented by the celebrated De Witt, for 
the purpofe of conveying large veflels from Amfterdam over the /- 
Pampus ; and were introduced into Ruiiia by Peter the Great, who 
^btain'ed a model of them in Holland* 

Gulf 
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Guff of Finland, and was founded by Peter the 
Great, as being provided with the fafeft harbour 
in thefe parts, and forming a ftrong bulwark foj 
the defence of the new metropolis. The only 
paffag-e by which fhips of burden can approach 
Peterfburgh, lies on the fouth fide of Retufari, 
through a narrow channel ; commanded on one 
fide by Cronftadt, and on the other by Cronflot 
and the citadel. 

Cronflot, which ftands on a fmall fandy ifland^ 
is a circular wooden building, furrounded with 
fortifications of wood, and isgarrifoned with an 
hundred men. The citadel is another fmall 
wooden fortrefs, i-aifed alfo upon an adjacent 
iand-bank, and capable of holding about thirty 
ibidiers : all large veffeLs muft pafs between Crop- 
fiadt and thefe two fortreffes, expofed to the 
fi^re of the oppofite batteries ; for the other parts 
of the gulf are only from one to eleven feet in 
depth. Thefe fortifications were, at the tinieof 
their conftru6lion, efteemed places of confider- 
able ftrength; but now derive their confequence 
more from pad importance, than from any re- 
fiftance they could make againft^ the atta!ck of a 
powerful fleet. 

The ifland Retufaii is a long flip of land, or 
rather fand ; through the midfi; of which runs a 
ridge of granite. It is 30 miles from Peterf- 
J)urgh hy ^ater, four from the fliore of Ingria^ 

nine 
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fiine from the coaft of Carelia, and ten miles in 
circumference. It was overfpread with firs and 
pines when Peter conquered it from the Swedes, 
but now contains 30,000 inhabitants, including 
15,000 failors and a garrifonof 1,500 men. The 
ifland affords a fmall quantity of pafture, pro- 
duces vegetables, and a few fruits, fuch as apples^ 
currants, goofeberries,. and ftrawberries, which 
thrive in this northern climate. 

Cronftadt is built upon the fouth-eaftem ex-' 
tremity of the ifland, and defended towards llic 
fea by wooden piers * projefting into the water, 
and towards the land by ramparts and baftions. 
It is a draggling place, and occupies, like all 
the Ruffjan* towns, a larger fpace of groi^nd than 
the nundber of habitations feems to require: the 
houfes arc moftly of wood, excepting a few 
fronting the harbour, which arfe of brick due- 
coed white; among thefe are the imperial hof- 
pital for failors, tlie barracks, and the marine 
academy, which contairied, in 1778, three hun- 
dred and feventy cadets, who are maintained, 
and taught at the expence of the crown: they 
are admitted at the age of five, and remain until 
feventeen. They learn accounts, mathematics, 

drawing, fortification, and navigation, and have 

* • 

* In 1784 Cronftadt was fortifying with ftonr piers. The efti* 
mate was 7,000^000 roubles. 

mailers 
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mailers in the French, Genmui, Englifh, and 
Swed^ih languages. They are trained to navaL 
ta^cs, and make an annual cruize as far as . 
ReveL 

Croniladt has a haven appropriated to ihips of 
war, and another to merchant veffels. The men 
of war's haven contained twenty ihips of the 
line^ and nine frigates, which were difmafted, 
with their guns and tackle on ihore. The Eze- 
liel of 80 gunSf efteemed the fined Ihip in the 
iiavy, was built under the iafpe6i;ion of admiral 
Knowles, and carries 800 men. 

Cloie to the haven for merchant fhips is a 
canal and feveral dry docks, begun in 1719, for 
the purpofe of relfitting the men of war ; this 
nfeful work was negle3;ed under the fuccefibrs 
of Peter, and not completed until the reign of 
Elizabeth: it. has been ftill farther improved by 
Catharine, and is now applied for building 
as well as careening fliips of the line. At thfe 
extremity of thcfe docks is a great refervoir, 
^8 feet in length, containing water fufficient 
to fnpply all the docks, which is pumped out 
by means of a fire engine, the diameter of 
whofe cylinder is fix feet. The length of this 
work, from the beginning^f the canal, to the 
end of the laft dock, is 4,22 1 feet Tne fides of 
tber docks are faced with fiolie, and the bottom 
paved with granite; they are 40 feet deep, loi 
^ broad, 
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broad, and capable of contaiocng nine men of 
irar on the fiocks. 

Nothing can convey' a higher idea of the 
raft and perfevering genius of Peter the Great^ 
than the fituatiou in which he found the Ruflian 
navy, and the ikte in which he kft it. Though 
in the beginning of his reign he did not pofleis 
a man of war, yet in the courfe of a few year$ 
he equipped a fleet of fifty, iail of the fine;, 
which rode miftrefs of the Baltic Under his 
fticceffors the RuiHan navy was greatly neg- 
lefted, and was in fo bad a • condition at the 
acceiTion of Catharine, that ihe almoft equalled 
})er great predeceflbr in the creation of a new 
fleet: ihe invited Englifh captains and fliip- 
builders into Ruffia, particularly admiral Knowles, 
who was remarkable for his Ikill in naval . ar- 
chitefture. Under her aufpices • Europe lately 
beheld with aflonifhment the Ruffian fl^g dif- 
played in the Archipelago, and the Turkifli 
fleet annihilated at Tchefme by a fquadron from 
the North *. 

Ruffia produces every article neccflary for the 
conftruftion and equipment of ihips, which are 
built chiefly at Cronftadt, Peteriburgh, and 
Archangel : thofe conftrufted at Cronfiadt and 



\ 



* Since the acquifttion of Grim Tortary, andthe other conqtieftft 
from Turkey^ ihips are now buUt at Kcribn and in the harbours oC 
Taurida« 
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at Pcterlburgh are made with oak ; thofe front 
Archangel with larch- wood* For the fupply of 
the dock»y ards at Peterlburgh and Cronftadt> 
the oak is fent from the province of Cafan ; the 
Ukraine and the government of Mofcow fupply 
the hemp ; the mads are procured froiti the vaft 
trafts of foreft between Novogorod and the 
Gulf of Finland, or furnifhed by the provinces 
difmembered from Poland. Pitch and tar are 
obtained from Wiburgh. Manufadori^ of 
cordage and faiUcloths are eftablifhed in dif-^ 
ferent parts of the empire; and the magazines 
of Peterlburgh and Archangel are always plen- 
tifully ftored with large quantities of both thofe 
articles. 
The navy of Rufiia, in the ports * of the 

Baltic 



<^ As I could not obtdn an exa6^ account of the. Ruffian ihipi 
iatbe Black Sea^ I have ch0(en to be iilent pn that head; I (hali 
only obierve> that feveral men of war and frigates were building 
at St. bemctri, Taurof, and*Kberfon. According to Mr. Tooke, in 
1796 the Ruffian fleet at Sebaflapol, the principal harbour of Tauii** 
da^or Crim Tartary, coniSled of 1 1 (hips of the Une» and 8 frigates. 
View of the Ruffian Empire^ Book 6. (eSi, 2. The reader will find 
in the Voyage de deux Francois, &c. Vol. IV. ch. ^i. lifts of the 
Ruffian fleet in 1 77 9, 1 7864 and 1791*' The number of the firft dif <- 
lerslittle from tliat which I have given, mid vrhiih is inferted in the 
appendix. In 1786 the fliips of the line amounted to 41, and 26 
frigates. In 1791 the whole navy, including fliips on the ftocks, 
amounted to 8 of 1 10 guns, ai of 74, and 20 of 66; 27 frigates, 4 
bomb vefTels, 2 prames, 17 cutters, and 4 flre(hip9, befldes gallles, 

and 
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Baltic and Archangel, cbnMed, in I778j Of S8 
fhips of the line, 15 frigates, 4 prames, and 109 ' 
gallies ♦. 

Of this number about 28 ihips bf the line 
and ten frigates, includiiig thofe built with 
larch-wood, were fit for immediate fervice. In 
cafe, however, of neceffity or danger, Raffia 
producing all the neceflary materials^ her navy ' 
might foon be confiderably increafed, of which 
I have given a remarkable inftance 6n a former 
occafion t^ But though Ruflia, fmce the be* 
ginning of this century, has made furprifing ex- 
ertions in the marine, and rapidly become more, 
powerful at fea tjian the neighbouring kingdoms 
in the North ; yet, in naval affairs, fhe miift be 
confidered ftill in her infancy, being principally 
indebted to the Englifh, as well for the conftruc* 
tion of her Ihips, as for manoeuvring and dif- 
eiplining her fleet Many circumftances indeed 
concur in retarding the progrefs of her maritime 
ftrength: i. The want of ports in the Ocean; 
«. The fmall extent of her fea-coaft, and that 
obftruifted by ice; s/A deficiency of experi- 
enced feamen. 

and numerous vefiblsof war, principally intended for making de* 
fcents. Of thefe^ however, not more than 30 (hips of the line could 
be confidered aa fit for immediate fervice. 

« See a lift of the Ruffian navy in the Appendix* 

t See Vol. IL Book 4. dbap. 5. 

VOX. IIU tt It It 
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1 . It is obvious that Ruilia does not poffefs a 
fingle po¥t ott the Ocean, excepting that of 
Archangel, which is of no ufe but in a com- 
iMrcral light ; as well on accomiit of its great 
diAatic^ from the other European fea», as be- 
caufe the navigation rotind the North Cape of 
Lftpbnd, fituatcdin the 72d degree of ktitttd^ 
is only bpen in the niidft of fiironier. 
^. It has been jtaftly fenuurked, that few 
nations have attained a great height of naval 
powejf, which did not poSefs a confiderable ti aft 
of fea-coaft; and Rafiia, excepting the late ac- 
quiiltions On the Black Sea, the defolate fliores 
Found Archangel and of the Frozen Ocean, and 
the inhofpitable fegionsr' of Kamtchatka^ can 
boaft no greater portion of maritime country 
than what lies between Wiburgh and R%a * ; a 
mtiv point for fo large an empire, and rendered 
Ms valuable by bordering on the Gulf of Fin- 
fend and the Baltic; inlaoid feas without tides^ 
when compared with the Ocean fcarcely fupe- 
rior to lakes, and inacceffible f for at leaft five 
Jhonths' in ttie yeav. 

3. 'riie third caufc is a deficiency of experi- 

* TfaeacquHitioii of Courtand has iince added a finall tn£t o£ 
thtnthne coaft. 

f The ports in the Bakic being frozen during that period, na 
Teflels can take •their departure before April or May^ aadmuft re- 
turn at lateft in October- .... 

need 
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enced * feamen. Governrtient, indeed, retains 
in its pay about 18',000 failors, moft of whom, 
have never ferved : a few in tirade of peace make 
annual cruizes into the Baltic, or perhaps as far 
as the Englifli Channel; others are employed in 
the fummer feafon in navigating the veiVels . 
laden with merchandize, from Cronftadt to Pe- 
teriburgh. But fuch nurferies as thefe are by 
no means futficient; nor can the deficiency be 
fupplied, in cafe of an immediate war, from pri- 
vate VeffeU; for Ruffia has fcarcelyany mer- 
chant^-fhips, which is chiefly Owing to the ftate 
of vaflklage, and the ftri^ laws th&t prevent the 
natives from quitting their ^ country M'ithout a 
licence. A merchant who fits out a trading 
veffel, ipuft fir ft apply to the admimlty, for per- 
miflionito take on board a certain number of 
natives; leave beiogv obtained; the paffe for each 
iailox are brought and lodged in the admiralty; 
and fepurity, at tlie rate of £.so per man, is 
given for their return. Thus, withaut altering 
4he fnndamental laws of the kingdom', and in- 
novating on l;he long-eftabliihed fy ftem of vaira«> 
lage, an adequate number of experienced fail- 
ors cannot i^eraifed to man a large fleet onfud^ 

• In the naval expedition againft the Turks, it was a remark 
made by feveral of our officers, that the diftance from St. Peterf- 
burgh to the Archipelago was a fortunate circumilancey as the 
Rttiliaas acquired experacace during the voyag^^ 

i r V s den 
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den emergencies. In a word, no kingdom, 
without diftant colonies; confiderable fiflieriesf, 
and an extenfive fea-coaft, to familiarize the in- 
habitants to the dangers of the Ocean, is likely 
to acquire fuch a marine as to become formi- 
dable to the ^eat naval powers of Europe. 

The navy of Ruflia, however, with all thefc 
difad vantages, is fufficient to proteft her Coafts, to 
convoy her merchantmen, to make her refpe6l* 
able i» the Baltic, or, in cafe of a Turkiih war, 
to fend a fleet into the Archipelago. It is her 
advantage to maintain a good correfpondence 
with the great maritime powers^ whom Ih^ fup- 
plies >vith naval (lores; and who are, on that ac- 
count, equally interefted to refpe6l and cultivate 
her friendfhip. The frontiers- of her immenfc 
dominions border on Sweden, Poland, Turkey, 
Perfia, and China * ; and the fecurity of her 
empire depends more on her army than her navy. 

The Ruffian army is divided into regular and 
irregular troops. 

The regulars, confifting chiefly of infantry, in- 
clude all thofe who wear uniforms, and are trains 
ed to European difcipline. The Ruflians are 
excellent foldiers; brave^ fteady, obedient, pa-- 
, tient of fatigue and hardfhip, and fcarcely ever 
:guilty of defertion. 

i • • Sinee the final difmemberment of Poland, on the Auftrian and 
trulfiandominionji ^ 

' w . With 



With refpeft to the irregular troops, fome of 
.whom are ftill armed with boAvs and arrows, 
and* confift entirely of horfe^ their number i^ 
very confiderable, and can fcarcely be afcer- 
tained. Of this body, the corps of Coffacsj 
who are efteemed the mod excellent, and who 
bear the greateft refeihblance to regular troops, 
are thus defcribcd in th^ journal of Colonel 
Floyd. 

" The Coffacs are in general perfons of low 
ftature; they wear fniall whifkers, and fliave 
their heads, excepting the crown, upon which 
they teave a fmall circle of hair. Their drefs is 
a fur cap, a loofe long Afiatic robe, and large 
pantaloons, boots or half-boots, without fpurs, 
and a whip hanging from the right wrift. Their 
aiTOS are a lance about twelve feet in length, a 
brace of piftols flung on the left fide, a car- 
tridge-box on the right, and a fmall fcymitar 
without any guard, or even crofs-bar. ' Their 
horfes are ponies, ftrong and afitive, but not 
fleet. ThiP accoutrements are a kind of huffar- 
faddlp, a fmall fn^ffle with large eyps and no 
horns, to the near eye of 'which is faftened a 
thong, that is alfo tied to the faddle, and which 
occafionally fences for a halter, They ride fhort 
and full-footed, raife themfelves on their ftir-» 
rups, bend their bodies with great a6livity, and 
\h^o^y themfiplvf 3 ji^to different attitudes. They 

V 3 never 
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never pufli their horfes on full fpeed in a ftraight 
line; but in galloping turn them in various di- 
religions, defcribing in their progrefs a ferpentine 
Hne, and wheeling continually^ to the right and 
left When not in aftion, they carry their lance 
flung on the foot; when engaged, they prefent 
it againft the enemy by holding it almoft ioi the 
middle, and counterpoifmg it undcT die armj 
and, from conftant praftice, direft it againft an 
objeft with great dexterity. In retreating, they 
reft the lance upon their ihoulder as a defence 
againft blow^, and occafionally oppofe the point 
to a purfuing enemy. *- 

• " Thefe Coflacs, on account of their avcrfion 
to regular difcipline, are not trained to attack in 
fquadron ; but aft only as 'fkirmiiliers, and are 
faid to be extremely adroit in their defiiltory 
evolutions: they are ufuaUy let loofe upon a 
flying enemy, when they do great execution. 
They excel as patrols, and are remarkable for 
their vigilance on out-pofts, and their knoAvledge 
of the country. .The fagacity which tfaey de-« 
rive from habit and praftice is in fome particu-> 
Jars afifonifliing: by examining a tra6i; lately 
traverfed by the ?nemy in the moft tumultuary 
manner, they can difcover, with tolerable ex-» 
aftnefe, the number of horfes that have paifed 
over ft, and ])ow many of them were led. Some 
of them can defcry, if any movem^t is taking* 

% place 
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jpldjce among a corps of troops, far bej ond the 
reach of ufual obfervation; others, by apply- 
ing their ears to the grouncl, cah diftinguifli the 
hxxz of men, or the cl^ttei ing of horfes* feet, at 
a confiderabie diftance- They can take the 
field every day vithout interniiffion, and are in- 
defatigable in harafling the enei«y^ they are 
contented with a fcanty fubfiftence, and do 
not require any forage to be carried for their 
horfesL 

" There aie eight iregiments of thefe Coflacs : 
each regiment confifts of five fquadrons, and 
each fijuadron of a hundred men, befide officers. 
There are alfo fix other regiments of horfe, called 
regular pikemen^ fimilar in their arms and ac- 
coutrements to the Coflacs, and diftinguifted 
from them only by a trifling difference of drefs.'^ 

m 

Computed Force of the Ruflian Army in 1785. 



^. 



Guards, horfe and foot - - ^ - * 10,000 
Regular cavalry -.---,.- 69,465 
Regular field infantry and artillery ^- 255,134 
Garrifon battalions ^ - - - - - 49,000 
Artillery ditto -^*- - «- -• - 5,500 



Irregulars not. included* 



Total - 369,099 



J5 4 Such 
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Such was the ftate of the Ruflian army upon 
paper ; but the real number always falls iliort of 
this lift. For it is probable that the efFeftive 
troops on the peace eftabliftment fcarcely ex- 
ceed 200,000; and the Ruflians have teldom 
brought into the field more than 100,000 effec- 
tive men*. 



^ In COTfequence of the territorial aequifidoi^, the army hzM 
been iince increafed; according to Mr. Tooke^s account^ itsnom^. 
n^ force amounts to 6oo/xx> men, including irregulars^ of whom 
he confiders 500,000 as efedtive. View of the Ruffian empirpi 
Vol. IL p. zj i| ^ edition* 
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Jfcife and progrefs of the Englifli trade with Ruflla.— Commerce of 
the Briti(h Faftoiy of St. Peterfbufgh.— Exports and imports, 

'^TPHE commercial intercourfe between Ruiliit 
-*• and the northern pdrts of Germany wa< 
begun and carried on by the Hanfeatic towns, 
which, in 1276, eftabliilied faftories at Novogo* 
rod and Plefcof *, and for a confiderabie period . 
entirely engroffed the trade of this empire. 

The accidental difcovery of Archangel, in 
1553, transferred a great part of this lucrative 
commerce to the Englifli. On the 1 ith of May^ 
three .fliips failed from Deptford, to explore the 
North Seas, under the command of Sir Hugh 
Willoughby. Two of tHefe veflels penetrated as 
high as the 78d degree of latitude, to the coaft 
pf Spitzbergen ; and being afterwards forced by 
ftrefs of weather int6 the bay of the river Arzmt 
in Ruffian Ilapland> both crews were frozen tq 
death, 

Richard Chancellor, wllo commanded the 

other fliip, called the Bonaventure, difcoveriny 

• 

* The merchants of Hamburgh ^nd Lubec^ and of the other 
.|Ianieatic towa$> in carrying on this traffic^ ufually iailed to R«v€l 
pr Narva, and from thence pafTed through Dorpt to Pleftof 9iifL 
^ovogoiod. S. R. G. V. p. 418 s and U\i£, vHift^ M%* % 99V , 

the 
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the country bordering on the White Sea, landed 
near the mouth of the Dvina, in a bay, which 
he denominated , the Bay of St. Nicholas, from a 
convent, near the prefent port of Archangel. 
Information of his arrival being dtfpatcbed to 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. the tzar fummoned him to 
Mofcow, diflinguilhed hiui with many marks of 
kindneis and attention, received in the moft fa- 
vourable manner a letter from Edward VL *, 
and permitted the Englifh to open a commerce 
with Ruflia, On Chancellor's return, a Ruffiam 
company was eftabliflied by queen Mary, and in 
1555 he again repaiivd to Moicow, accompanied 
i)y feveral merchants of the incorporated fociety, 
to whom the tzar grantfed ** a free liberty f of 
trading to any part of his dominions, without 
paying duties either of export or import, ^f ex* 
^ercifeing all kind of merchandizes in his empires 
ami dommions, freely and quietly, without any 
reftratnt^ inlpeachment^ pricey exaiftion, cuftome, 
toll, hnpoiition, or fubfidie." 

The correfpo^ideiice between Elizabeth and 
Ivan, has been already mentioned % ; and it is 
no wonder that thetfnionarch who obtained the 
promise of ajn afylum in England, if depofed by 

• Haddoyt, vol. I. p. 253. 

t I^- 1». ^65, f66> tlated Mofcoir, 7q6o« the iecoad montii iH 

I |c» V»L il. Book ]• Cbi^. 5« 

hii 
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h|s fuibje6fas, ihould confer additional ifnmuniliet 
on Uheue^'coirjpany, Thcfeprivilcges, renewed 
on diJlepeiit occailons, amounted to iwonopdiy ; 
^' I v:aa fedbidding all other perfons but the mem^ 
bers of the faid company, and all other nations 
but the Englifl), to cariy on any traffic to any of 
the northern ooa^s of Ruffia *.^ 

Dwing the tmgnof Ivan, the Engltfh compa* 
ny fettled colonies in different pai+s of the em* 
piiie ; on^ at Kolmogori, wheie they even' obtained 
grants of land, 'ew6led waFehmifes, and formed z 
rope- walk ; others at Novogorod and Vologda,' 
Their chief eftabliftiw^nt was at Mofcow, where 
the t^ar built for their refidence a large brick 
edifice, ca^kd the •embaffador'^ houfe. The prin-r 
cipal merchandise which the firft Engliih ihips 
exported from Ruffia, were furs and ikins, mafis^ 
flax, hemp, cordage, tallow, train-oil, tar, pitch, 
and leather \. Thei r imports were chirfly cloths 
of all forts, cottons, and tin^ 

Another unexpeftdd advantage was derived 
from this oonneftion with Ruffia, Ivan Vaffi- 
lievitch, ha%4ng conquered the Tartars of Cafan 
and Aftracan, extended his dominions as far as 
the Cafpiail Sea, and cftabliflied a communica* 
tion with the Perfians and Bucharians :};. Ani^ 

• Hackli;jitt,.p. 462. 

f Hadkluyt, Vol. I. p. ig'^-^^c^. 

^ SsiiH^ OUcoycries, Part Uh C)mp. h 

mated 
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inated with the herpes of gain, the Englifli fac* 
tory obtained a patent for an exclufivie trade 
with Perfiaand Bucharia; andfeveral merchants 
paffed through MofcoM\to,the countries beyond 
theCafpiam 

At the death of Ivan, the EngliA loft their 
great fupport ; and, on the acceffion of iPeodor, 
the confirmation of their immunities was for 
ibme time refufed : this refufal was owmg ta 
the impatience of Sir Jerpme Bowes, the Engliilt 
embaiTador, who, by his fuper^ilious deportment 
ofifended the Ruffian nobility, and occafioned ^ 
revocation of the patent. In 1586, Jerome Hor- 
iey> the EngUfti agent at Mofcow, obtained 
the re-eftablifhnient of feveral immunities ; and, 
in 1588^ Gile$ Fletcher*, concluded, through 
the intcreft of Boris Godunof, a treaty of league 
^tncj amity between Elizabeth and Feodor, the 
fecond article of which contained, " A cdnfir-. 
mation and re-eftablifliment of the former privi-i 
Jeges of the companie of our Engliih mercbauts, 
which were infringed and annulled in the prin- 
cipal points, with divers neceffaiy additions to 
the fame, for the better ordering of their trad© 
in thofe country s hereafter f," 



• Fletcher, who went this cmbafly, and has publifhed a curious 
Recount ofRuffia, was fellow of King's College, Cambridge, 
-^ Uackluyt,yol.I.p.473. 

• ^ ^ ' At 
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At length the grant of exclufiye trade feems to 
have been finally revokedby Boris Godunof, who^ 
extended to the Dutch feveral immunities which 
had been hitherto peculiar to the English, and 
reiuftated the Hanfeatic towns in their ancient 
traffic to N o vogorod and Plefcof *. Still however, 
the privileges which remained to the factory were 
confiderable, confifting in a commerce free of 
duty to any part of the Ruffian dominions* 

At the revolution whifch placed Demetrius, 
upon the throne, the Englifli fadlory conceived 
a ftrong hope of recovering its patent of exclur 
five trade. 

But his untimely fate prevented the good 

effisfts of his favourable intentions, and the civil 

calamities which, fubfequent to his aflTaffination, 

defolated Ruffia, almoft annihilated the Englifli 

commerce. But thefe troubles being terminated 

by the eleftion of Michael, Sir James Merricke, 

embaffador from James I. to the court of Mof- 

cow, obtained from the new tzar a freih patei^t 

in favour of the compapy ; which allowed them, 

as before, a free trade, without paying duties oir 

cufl:oms, to Archangel, and from thence to Kol- 

^logori, Novpgorod, Mofcow, and pther parts 

of his dominions f . 

Thi$ 

f S. R. G.. V, p. IJ9. 

f As long as there was no town at the mouth of the Dvuia^ tbe 
merchandise was fent to Kolcnogori, and from thence into the in* 
*'' " tenor 



TJvis beneficial cominefce wa», in 1648, fud- 
denly anniliilatedby Akxfey Michaelovitch, who 
V^uiflied the Eoglift mevchante from his do* 
ttiOfioDS. The cauie.of thia expulfion is general* 
}y imputed to the refentment conceived by the 
t^ar againfi the £nglii]i> for the execution of 
Charted- 1. *, with whom he was clofely connect- 

*terior parts of Buffiau Some time in the ragn of Feodor Ivanovitch, 
tiie fii& foiutdatioas-oC the caftle of Archangel were laid: it took 
ks name from a monaftery built in honourof the Arehamgil Michae|. 
This fpot fbon increafcd to a town, and became the great ftaple of 
tile EBgUOi trade* See S. R. G. VII. p. 470. 

* In the midft of the Khitaigorod at Mofcow, there is an an* 
cknt gatenvay, which forms the entrance into the pr]ntiiig<-offiee of 
the Holy Synod: it is of curious workmanihip, ornamented with 
figures of the lion and uniccMn grotefquely carved in wood. Theie 
being the fupporters of tiie Royal arms of England^ autihors hav* 
conje£la£ed that this gateway was th^ entrance to the hotd, con* 
ftru6!«d by order of Ivan Vaifilievitch, for the refidence of the 
Cngliih embafladoj, and that the tzar AlexSy was fo offended at the 
execution of Charles^ that he converted it into a printing-office^ 
It is probable* indeed,, ibrom the figures of the lion and unicorn, 
that this gateway had fome reference to the English, although it 
*was not the emba(ladof*s hotel, that being fit uated near the church 
,ef St. Maximum, in another part b£ the Khitaigorod \ but it evi- 
dently appears, from an infcriptioa over the gateway, that this 
building was not converted into a printing-office on account of 
the execution of Charles. The infcription denotes, that Michael 
Feodorovitch, and his .fon Alexiy, eauftsd thefe apartments and 
this gate to be cenftruded in the printixigrhoaie, June 59th, 71 jJ» 
.or,, according to our xra, 1645 : a plain proof that the eftabliHi- 
ment of the printing-houfe was prior,- by at leaft three years, to 
the execution of Charles, and could have no reference to that 
event. 

ed 
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ed by leagues of amity and alliance; birt in 
cffeft he aboUihed the ccnnpany's privileges thci 
year before that event His indignation againft 
the Engliih was only a political pretext; the 
real motive being derived from the offers. of the 
the IXutch to pay duties of export and import, 
to the amonnt of 1 5 per cent* if they were in'* 
dulged with the liberty of carrying on as free a 
.trade as the Englifh. For not long afterward^ 
the tzar fuftered William Prideaux, Cromwel'a 
agent, to refide at Archangel, and permitted the: 
Englifh to renew their commerce in ^at port on 
the lame footing with other foreigners *, Jt ap- 
pears alfo, from Mihon's and Thurloe's State 
' Papers, that the tzar not only received feveral 
letters from Cfomwel, and returned anfwers: 
but, at the prote6lor*s requeft, even agreed to 
admit his embaffador at Mofcow. In confe* 
quence of this permiflSon, Richard Bradfiiaw,. 
Cromwel's refident at Hamburgh, proceeded \u 
his way to Mofcow, as far as Mittau, where he 
Was honourably entertained by the duke of 
Courland ; from which town feveral difpatches 
paffed between Bradfliaw and the-Ruffian chan- 
cellor, with refpeft to the fuperfcription of the 
prptectof 's letter to the tacar, which did not con- 
fer on that monarch all the titlej he required. 

• Thurloc, Vol IL p. 558—56% 

This 
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This feems to have been merely a pretext^ as 
Bradihaw afferts, to prolong the tune ; and iu, 
cfFeft he foon afterwards returned to Hamburgh 
without having accompliflied his intended em- 
baffy *. Cromwel, however, gained a great point 
in opening the commerce of Archangel to the 
Englifli ; and although Alexfey could ^ot be in- 
duced to grant a free trade into the interior parts 
qf his dominions;. yet this exclufion was not 
peculiar to the Englifli ; for he equally prohibit*. 
cd all foreign traffic, except at Archangel f. 

Soon after the Reftoration^ Charles II. defi- 
lous of obtaining a renewal of the company's 
privileges, difpatched the earl of Carlifle to Mof- 
cq^% who was ordered to reprefent, that " thefe 
very privileges were the bafis and foundation on 
which the amity of the two crowns of England 
and Mufco vy were fupeiftruded ." The embafly 
failed of fuccefs: the failure was imputed to the. 
h(aughty deportment of the embaflador, who ex-^ 
preffed difguft at, the bad accommodations in 
Ruffia, did not pay fufficient court to the minifters 
and favourites of the tzar, tendered ri^ated re- 
monftrances in a manner totally repugnant to 
the Ruffian cuftom, and, under a falfe notion of 
maintaining the dignity of his lb vereign^ objed^ 

•• ' - • 

• See Milton*s V^orks, p. 1657, Thurlo^, Vol. IIL p. 25S, a»d 
VI. 408. 432. 439j 
t Thurloc, vtL H. p. 598; ^ 

cd 
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ed to the Ruffian ceranonial. It is much to be 
queftioned, however, if the earl of Carlifle ha4 
a^d a lefs impolitic part, whether the Jtdfiian 
court would have renewed the charter of the 
company in its full extent^ particularly the ex- 
emption from duties of export and import ; fince 
the Dutch readily paid the cuiloms. The earl of 
Carlifle could only obtain a pemiiffion that the 
Englifh ihould trade freely into the Ruffian do* 
minions, but remain fubjeft to the duties of ex- 
port and import. From that period the Britifh 
commerce has fuiFered no interruption *. 

Archangel continued the fole port for the ex- 
ports and imports of Kuffia, until the lA^ldingof 
St Peterlburgh, when Peter the Great reilioved 
the commerce of the White Sea to .the havois of 
the Baltic f. The Britifh merchants, who \^ere 
highly favoured by that monarch, fettled in tbie 
new metropolis, which fuddenly became the prin- 
cipal mart for the Ruffian trade. The privileges 



* Except the (hort interval under Paul. . \ 

")• In X75S, Elizabeth again reftoredt the. sindent immunitieB c^ 
Arefaangel $ and its prefent trade i« not iffcoii£derable« The port 
iupplies the government of Archangel) and port of thofe of Nifluitt^ 
Novogorod and Cadm, 'with European commodities^ and draws ik 
e;itcfaange from thok parts com, flax,liamp, coarfe linen, cordage, 
iaijs, mafts^ tallow, which are moftly conveyed by the Dvina*. it 
forms alfo a prihcipal communicatidn with the northern ax\d 
weilem parts of Siberia, from whence furs, ikins, and iron vt^ 
procured. 
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of the Britifli faftorj^ eftabliibed in fiuffia are 
confiimed by a folemn treaty of Commerce and 
navigation, concli^derl vn 1734 between George 
It and the emprefs Anne; and fince renewed, 
between his prefent Majefty and Catherine II *. ' 

v* . . . . 

The whole trade of St. Peterfburgh in exports and imports f^r 
1777, with the Englifh and other nations, was, , 

- Imports - - 1,600,0005 *'^^*^»*^ ** 

Balance Jii favour of Rviflia - 800,000 

,The Britifti'fliare in this trade is . -• 

. t In the exports about if- 1,508,7*2 6> ^ , ' /j. 

Importc - .> t- ^ ; 423,942 tzi *>-««932*7M i» 

-''*^am '^ - - r ' - 1,084,85;^ '14 :\ 

i . ^onfeqdeiltly-, the trade with all other, nations (the RuilUn i^^ 
gedls included) is ^ • ... . .3 

, In the exports ' - - /. ^i>2^7 M? 'A2.067 27C \ 

-'lx)ft ••.,:- ' . M 184^39' 14. ^ 

«^Ff-om iience it t$ evident RuiTta gains annually >y her trade with 

the Britiih fubjefts^abput - . .^ - ^ ^.1^84,839 V4 

And that (hc*16(es^y'4ier tm&t with all other 7 * ©1 o '^ 
I. nalions. .:^ % - . -^ . 5 *^4.839. »4 
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Remains annually a clear gain of about - 800,000 o ^ 

* • I 

But (hould the contsaMnd tra/Qc ,(in whicH the value pf> the 

*lntpottt to exteeidfrthaBit of the ex|H»t:ts* and in: which ^^ -Biiti/h 

^^tiave littlest ho cataceon} be<iai:hi4.e4,ftt willo9i^«nibl^i4i?9liiMih 

•ihe l^nsce o£thQr<scoibinetciai.pfofiK^^;a$ii^ iteted<> ' :.^ - 

x: : Aceohling^to. thitiftiii^inent, half X\jIr j^de of it. {^^f (^^b/k. m 

V f|)e hands oi the Englt^ but as .tlnetf e)^rt^ $#d .un{9>>t«4l^:i777 

i ^ Thc/^derwiy^%d jhe m f^a^ty^^ ^2lfti» ^^^^'l*-?^- 

^plMuent^.to.l^8"K^^f?g?«..fi!^P^^ voClII, ^,45^5}^^ 

the la(t, of 1766, in a Col le6lion«of Treaties between Great Kritain 

^. jlind other Powers, vol. II. o. 309— 327. 

t Set Britiih Exports aiid Imports, Appendix, I^o. 2.' 

exceeded 
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exceeded thoie 6( the preceding or fubfequent years, tbli eftiniaie 
may be conlidered as too highly rated : we may fairly |iowever al- 
low, upoa the moft moderate computation, that a third 6f this com-> 
nerce iscftnied on by our fa^ory. 

The average member of merchant (hips, which annvally arrii>e 
from England at the port of Cronftadt, with goods laden for S^. 
Petcrfl>argh,may be coUe^ed from the following table; 



Vean. Sbipi. 

J753 - 149 

1754 - aja 

1755 . l-fo 

1756 -' iB6 

1757 -129 



Years. 

f7S8' 

1706 
1761 
176a 



Ships* Yean*-^ Ships. 

- liSi 1 1765 - 149 

- 206 1767 - 200 

- 137 "1768- - 237 

- 130 1769 - 32Z 



Years. Ships. 

1773 - 3'?- 

1774 - 318 



I77« 

^777 



- 3^ 



-»*5JJi77^ - 306 j 177*, - «S2 

^Fhe gdneml ftate of the trade of St^ Peteriburgh in 1778 was. 
In exporu - - , iC-*>042,097 8 
Imports - - 1,318,428 16 



\ 
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3,360,526 4 

In 1799, the exports from JBt. peteriburgh amountcfi^ iq 
38,169,925 roubles"} the imports 19,290,779. 

In 177^ the following nuidber of ^vefTels arrived 9tt .Cta»- 
fiadtj- I : - 



Bngliih ' ^ zf2 

FVench* - - i 

^ Spaniih • ^ . 16 

Kuflian " - 12 

. Poi;kitipif ie : 2 

$wedjih > 47 



Dutch 
Danifii 

Pruffian 
Lubdck 

H6(l!ock 
Dantzick 



H7 

It 

29 



Hamburgh 

6trallund 

Bremen 

Total 



z 
1 

y 



^7 



. Befide the metropolis, the Buffia,n trade in %h^ 
Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, Narva, a^nd 
WtbttTglL From Riga t a confiderable quan- 
tity of .c6m 19 exported by the EngUih, Sweden 
«id Dutcli, .which is ftnt down the D una from 

J|,The French exports and imports ar^ in time of war, moiUy 
toiiveyed in Dutch bottoms, which Is the reafon Why, in 1778, but 
one French VcflW amvcd at Cronftadtt although their t a;port$.an4 
Ifaport^ for th^t year amount^ to £*i4S^753« ^ ^ ^ - 

,f See the account of Riga in the id Volume. 

,c t the 
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the provinces of Plefcof, Smolenfko, and No- 
vogorod : mafts are alfo fliipped from the fame 
port. The other exports from this, and the 
above-mentioned maritime towns, are (Imilar to 
Ihofe of St, Peteriburgh. . 

/ * ' • « _ 

AoDiTiOKs. to thp y^qcpunt of. the Epglifli 
Commerce.-r^iV^guft, isoi. 

By the kind communication of a friend well 
verfed. in the Ruffian commerce, I am enabled 
to fubjoin a flatement'of the mode in which the 
Uritifli tirade is principally condudled. 

To enter into all th^ detail^f the Ruffian com- 
«ievcej frotoithe growth of the raw article- in the 
interior provinces to its arrival at the port foi' 
exportation, woulp require a diftin^^ ai^d, in- 
deed, a volumiiiods treatJfe. But a few obfer-* 
Vafions may^'^ive^a general idea of an ii^ereft-- 
ing part of the* fubje6l, namely, the manner in 
ivKich the comnierde 'is condnfted '^bc^tween 
GreatBritainand Ruifia. ! -. • 

' The particular ' privileges • attached to the 
jiV51ds,artto which- t^e Ruffian merchants art 
cnf oiled, appropriate^ to themth^ inlmortcbni* 
merce of the country. 

. Alforgigiier who imports goods into: Ruffia, 
tnuil fell them to Ruffians only, and at fihe port 
where they arri've,' none but natives being al* 

' • ^ lowed 
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lowed to fend merchandize into the interior of 
the empire for fale. A few foreigners, indeed, 
fettled in Ruffia; and having <^onnedions w^th 
natives,, do carry on a trade with the interior; 
but it is contrary to law, and tiie goods are 
liable to feizure. 

The late emprefs, probably with a view to in- 
duce foreigners to weave their intereits more 
clofely with Ruffia, by engaging their capital in 
every department of commerce, propofed cer- 
tain advantages to thole foreigners who would 
infcribe themfelves in guilds, and put them- 
felves on the fame footing with her own fubjefils. 
The advantages were, undejr a commercial point 
of view, very confiderable. They greatly di- 
minifhed the heavy duties on fgveral' articles *, 
and permiffion was /granted to trade into the 
country, that is, to carry imported articles to 
the beft market, and to purchafe the native 
produfts either by themfelves or agents. Not- • 
withftanding, however, the probability of being 
utiderfold by foreigners, and even by fome 
few of their own countrymen, a large majority 
of the Britifh nPler chants refufcd to relign, or 
evqn to rifk that character and independence 
which they had fo long and honourably fuf- 

• Foreign merchants were obliged to pay thefe duties in foreign 
coin, inftead of Ruffian bank notes, cr copper money, which made 
a difference of 315 or 30 per cent. 

' X 3 tained 
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tamed as Britifli fubjefis, prbtefted by Ruffian 
laws. 

If their deterroination d}d honour to their 
firmnefs, the event proved (what could not be 
forefeen) that it even promoted their intereft. 
The Ruflians foon perceived, that if foreigners, 
with all their intelligence and large . capitals at 
command^ could, like themfelves, penetrate the 
countiy, the principal emolumeiits would pafs 
into other hands, and they counterafted the at- 
temjpts of thp new fpeculators. Even when the 
privilege was granted to Britifli fubjefts, by the 
Treaty of Commcice concluded by his majefty's 
late minifter at the court of St. Peterfburgh, it 
' vas impoffible to derive «ny iblid advantage from 
it; for, although the right of fending goods into 
the interior was no longer difputed ^ yet, by the 
revival of corporation laws, ^till that time con? 
fldered as obfolete, it was found that goods be- 
longing to foreigners in paffing through difFerr 
ent towns would be fubjeft tp fuch heavy duties, 
that the Ruffians were able canfiderably to un>^ 
^ ^erfell the Britifli merchants who engaged in 
thefe adventures. 

The Ruffians, therefore, as connefted witlj . 
Britifli commerce, form two diftinft claffes, firft, 
the grower of the raw articles, as hemp, flax^ 
§cc. or the proprietor of them, as of talloAV, 
|)riflle3, &c. Thefe are, generally fpeaking, the 

pwnenj 
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owners of tlie foil and of the peafants where tlic 
articles are produced. 

The manufafturers of linens, failcloth, &c. 
purchafe the yarn of the peafants, who grow the 
flax, and make the yarn ; it is then manufactured 
into ravenducks, flems, and drillings, entirely 
in their own fabrics, and thefe articles are fel- 
dotp, if ever, fold on contrail, previous to their 
arrival at St. Peteril)urgh. The Ruflia linens 
(known in this country by the name of flaxen 
linens, crafli, and diaper) are made entirely by 
the peafants; and for this article the Ruffian 
merchant is in a manner onlv the faftbr, as he 
buys them ready made, and carries them to 
St. Peterlburgh for fale. In the manufafture 
of their fail-cloth, the fame circumftance oc- 
curs. 

The fecond clafs of Ruffian merchants are, 
more properly fpeaking, fa6lprs; thefe alone 
make the contrafts with the Britifli merchant at 
the ports of Ruffia, and Mobile moft of them 
poffisfs neither capital nor goods, they derive 
large profits from their commercial tranfa6tions. 

From the month of November, till the ihip- 
ping feafon in May, the Ruffians, who trade in 
hemp, flax, tallow, briftles, wax, oil, hides, iron, 
and many other articles, (except manufadures 
and linens) either come themfclves to St. Pe* 

X 4 terlburgh, 
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terfburgh, or employ agents to fell their goods 
to foreigners, to be delivered according to 
agreement, in ^^ay, June, July, or Auguft. The 
payments are made according to the circum^ 
ftances of the fellers and buyers ; and fome- 
' times the buyer pays the whole arpojiint, in 
the winter months, for the goods which are 
to be delivered in the fummer or autumn; at 
others, he pays a part on concluding the contrafl^ 
and the remainder on delivery of the goods. 
The manufaSurers and dealers in linens ufually 
come to S,t. Peterlburgh in March, and fell their 
goods for ready money. 

The foreign goods were formerly almofl en- 
tirely fold on twelve months credit^ and fome on 
a ftill longer term ; but lately, feveral articles, 
fuch as xofFee and fugar, are fold at St. Peterf^ 
burgh for ready money; ftill, however, the in- 
terior is fupplied witlv foreign goods oh credit, 
and moft of the woollen trade in St. Peterf* 
burgh, is carried on by allowing the Ruffians, 
a long credit with the* goods. Many, I might 
almoft fay all the Rufllans, who buy goodg on 
credit of foreigners, for the fupply of the in-» 
terior, have no others connexions or trade with 
St. Peterfburgh, than merely coming there once or 
twice a year to purchafe goods on credit, which 
liavin^ accomplifhpd, they fet oflF with the 

, goods^ 
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goods, and the foreigner neither lees nor bears of 
them again till the biUs become due. By the 
laws of Ruflia, none but -merehants infcribed in 
the guilds are allowed to trade ; and in cafe any 
perfon not infcribed (that is, a peafant) con* 
trads a debt for more thaft five roubles^ he can* 
not be profecuted, nor is he liable beyond that^ 
fum. Notwithftanding this law, a great many 
peafants do trade, and a6lually purchafe goods of 
foreigners on long credit. 

It may not be improper here to notice ite 
^llacious, though fpeciofts ftatement of the au- 
thor of the Secret Memoirs of the Court of St 
Peterlburgh refpefting the trade between Great 
Britain and Ruflia. He fays^ the Englifh take 
away leather, and bring flioes; take grain, and 
return beer; and fend ihips laden with hardware 
in exchange for iron, timber, &c. In the firft 
place, it ipay be remarked, neither ihoe^, beer, 
nor hardware are allowed to be imported, nor has 
any tiniber been received from Ru^ia for a con- 
liderable time^ 

The author has carefully . kept in the back 
ground an eflfential point which proves the mu- 
tual interefts of Great Britain and Ruflia to be 
infeparable. It would, ;n the prefent ftate of 
things, fubjefl; Ruffia to great inconvenience, 
^ere ihe merely to carry on, as the above-men- 

tionid 



tibacd author propofes, an immediate exchange 
of produce. Before thi$produce'can be brought 
to the ports of Rulfta, a very confiderable capi- 
tal is required; and by the advance of this ca- 
pital, not by the exchange of manufa£lures 
as:ainil raw articles. Great Britain renders her 
trade reciprocally beneficial to Ruifia* 

It will be evident that to condu^ an extenfi ve 
commerce on this fyftem, requires confiderable 
intelligence^ an intiqiate acquaintance with, and 
unlimited confidence in the native merchants. 
Nothing can reflect more honour on the Ruffians^ 
as a commercial people, than that the Britfih 
merchants ai^ in CQufiant habits of intrufting to 
them the immenle fums employed in the trade 
with that country, without any Security beyond 
. a perfonal knowledge. 

The trade has thus been conduced for up- 
wards of three centuries ; and if the favourable 
difpofitibn, and the ^ character of Alexander did 
•not. preclude reflexion on ,paft tranfadlions, 
the interruption which has lately taken place, 
and the temporary fufpeniion of confidence 
could never be too deeply lamented. So many 
comforts have been derived from a refidence 
in the pietropolis of St, Peterfburgh, that not 
pnly E)t)glilh capital has been employed in the 
commerce) but the pofieifors of that capital 
^* have 
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have themfelve* dire^^ed its employment; fo 
that, excepting in #ne or two inftances, the 
commerce with Great Britain is not condu£led 
through the medium of mere agents, as formerly ; 
but the Engliili merchant refident in St. Pc- 
terfbnrgh has the fok and independent com* 
mand of the capital which he embarks in com-' 
jnerce. 

Another circumftance connefted with the 
Biitiih trade is. too curious to be paffed in 
filence. Every mercantile ho«fe in St Peterf- 
burgh employs certain men, called, in the lan- 
guage of the country, Artelfchieks, who are 
the counting-houfe men, and employed by 
every merchant to coUeft payment on bills, to 
receive money, as well as in many in (lances 
to pay 4t in very confiderable fums. Jhis is 
ah important part of their truft. There being 
no bankers in Ruffia, every mercantile houfe 
keeps its own caili ; and as the payments between 
merchants, and for bills of exchange, are made 
entirely in batik notes of no higher value than 
five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred 
roubles, molt of them in fo tattered a ftate, as to 
require feveral hours to count over a fum of two 
or three thoufand pounds ; this bufinefs is per- 
fonned by artelfchicks, and very few inftancefl[ 
have occiuTed of lofsb^ their inattention, eithej: 
^n mifcounting thjB. notes, in taking falfe notes; 
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or, \dhere tjiey are much torn, jn receiving parts 
of different bank notes. 

Thefe artelfchicks are alfo employed ta fu- 
perintend the loading and unloading the dif- 
ferent cargoes; they receive the moft valuable 
into the warehoufe, where they are left folely 
under their care; and in thefe warebo^fes not 
merely merchandife, but often large quantities 
of dollars are depofited. Thefe Ruffians are 
moftly natives of Archangel and the adjacent 
governments, of the loweft clafs, are often flaves, 
generally of the crown; and the only fecurity of 
the merchant arifesnn fome degree from the na- ' 
tural relu6lance of the Ruffian to betray con- 
fidence repofed in him; but in a much greater 
from the nature of their alTociation, which is 
called an Artel. 

An Artel confifts of a certain number of la- 
bourers, who voluntarily become refponfible, as a 
body, for the honefty of each individual. ^The 
feparate earnings of each man are put into the 
common ftock, a monthly allowance is made 
for his fupport, and at the end of the year the 
furpl us is equally divided. The number varies 
in different affoclations from 50 to 1 00 ; and fo 
advantageous is it confidered to belong to one of 
thefe focieties, that 500, and even 1 000 roubles 
are paid for admiffion. Thefe ' focieties are not 
bound by any' law of the empire, or even writ-^ 
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ten agreement ; nor does the merchant reftrain 
them under any legal obligation ; yet there has 
been no inftance of their obje6ling to any juft 
claim^ or of protefting an individual whofe con- 
^u& had brought a demand on the fociety. 
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Rife, pr^re fs, and termination of the Englifh trade on the Ca(pian 
Sea.— Commerce of the Ru/Tian^ .in the fame quarter.— Defcrip- 
tion of the principal ports.— Exports and im^rts.— Average 
value of. the trade.— Conuncrce with the Buchanans and Chi- 

nefe. 

IN the 14th century, the Venetians and Ge- 
noefe drew, by means of the Cafpian, through 
Aftracan to then- fettlements at Azof * and Caffa, 
the Indian, Perfian, and Arabian merchandize, 
with Avhich they furniilied the fouth of Europe. 
The northern part of this continent was fup- 
plied likewife, through Aftracan, with Afiatic 
goods, by the Ruffian merchants of Ladoga 
on the Volkof,- who fent them to their principal . 
ftorehoufe at Wifby, a Hanfeatic town in the Ifle 
of Gothland. The devaftation occafioncd by the 
wars of Tamerlane, at the end of the 1 4th cen- 
tuiy, turned this trade from Aftracan to Smyrna 
and Aleppo. The commerce of Arabia, more 
commodious for thofe ports, never returned to* 

• See GuMenftaedt's Treatife Von den Hafen» am Cafpifchen 
Meere^ in Joum. St. Pet. for 1777. 

The Indian goods were brought, for the moft part, through Per- 
iia» acrofs the Ca^)ian to ^^tzczn, from thence up the Volga, then 
bjr land to the A>n, and down that river to Azof. 

Aftracan ; 
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. Aftracan ; but part of the Perfian traffic was af- 
ter^?a^ds reftorcd to its old channel. 

While the provinces of Cafan and Aftracatl 
■. were under the government of tlie Tartars, the 
I camp, or head-tju'arters of the khan, was a mart 
? for the Ruffian and Perfiah merchants. But 
. as, according to the cullom of the roving Tar- 
tars, it was frequently changed, A'ftracan and 
j Terki * became at length two principal pjaces^of 
I Tcfort. This commerce, impeded and frequently 
interrupted by the numerous banditti, was pre* 
carious ; ' until the conqueft of Caf:.-^ and Aftra^ 
•can' opened a ready^ communfcatton between 
Mofcow and the Cafpian Sea; Ivan Vdffiiievitch 
n. hkving garrifdned Aflfracan with^trooj>s, ren- 
dered it the cliief 'emporium of the cafte'rn triMl<*. 
This conqueft being com|)li!ted in 15^54> fobh 
after the difcovery of ArcfiSngel, the-Eu^iitfi 
obtained tlie tzar's penniffioii to pafs through his 
dominions into Perfia, and ican-y oh an eifelufivt 
trade'over the'Cafpian. ; • ' - • /.-I 

J^ehkinfon was fhe^firifi^Bi^t^hihmata wIk) navj- 

••'V .' ^ . 

•gated that fea. ^ In r558, he landed it Man^ufli- 
Hak upoti the Eaftcrnfhort', paiTed^by laridthr^uglv 
'tlie cbuntry of the Turkoman Tartars to Boghaf- 
ra, capital of Great Buchaf ia, ' and Veturned Xh 

• Terki was fituatcd near the river Terek, upon tlie weftern 
ihorcoftheCafjaans no irzfk% ofit fonontii^ ai.the fite it covered 
♦y the fea. ^r e 

Mofcow 
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i^ofcow tlie following year. In 156 1, he ^gain 
failed over the Cafpian, and, proceeding to the 
coaft of Shitvan, went by land to Caibin, the 
reiidence of the fophy, from vhom he obtained 
a permiffion of trading into Perfia, Several 
merchants followed his example. The laft ex- 
pedition was made, in I5d7> by Chriftopher 
Burroughs ; whofe fliip being, on its return, fliat- 
tered by the ice in the mouth of the Volga, he 
and his crew efcaped with difficulty, and arrived 
at Aftracan after many dangers *. During thefe 
expeditions the traffic was chiefly confined to the 
ports of Tumen, Derbent, Baku, and the coaft 
of Ghilan. 

. The difafters which attended the voyage of 
burroughs, the banditti frequenting the (hores 
of the Gafpian, and the wars between the 
Turks and Perfians, obftru6ledthe infant com- 
merce ; and during above a century and a half 
no Engliih veffel appeared upon this fea. At 
leriffth, in 1741, the Britifh merchants of St. 
Jj^eterfbnrgh^ at the perfuafion of captain Elton, 
ak Englifhman in the Ruffian fervice, repewed 
the commerpe, and eftablifj^ed a fa6i;ory at Reihd 
iji the proviiuce of Ghilan. Some difputes ^nfor-^ 
tunately ariiing, as well between the Engliih 
themfelves, as between the Ruffians and Elton, 

• Hackluyt^ p. 3x4—430. S. R. G. VIII. 496—423. 

he 
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he eiitered into the fervice of Nadir Shah, and 
affifted in conftra^ifag fome veffels on the Caf- 
piah. This circumftancc gave umbrage to the 
court of St. Peterfburgh, and Elizabeth, in 1746, 
withdrew her permiffion to the English mer- 
chants,' of pafling through 'her dominions for the 
Cafpiah cpmmerce. ^On the death of Nadir 
Shah in 1 747, who, ih confequence of Elton's in- 
fluence, had permitted the Englifli to trade to 
Perfia, their fa6lory was pillaged by' one of the 
pretenders to th^ throne, and their commerce 
annihilated *. 

The Rnffians purfued with perfeverance the 
track opened by our merchants, and under 
Alex^y Michaelovitch, Aftracan became the 
centre of the Perlian . trade j to which place 
merchants from Bucharia, Crim Tartarj% Ar- 
menia, Perfia, and even India, reforted. The 
veffels of the Ruffians being iiidely framed, with- 
^ out decks, and of covirfe expofed to conftant 
iliipwrecka t> the tzar drew from Amfterdam fe- 
veral fliip-builders, for the purpofe of conftruft*^ 
ing veffels more calculated to weather the ftorms 
of this fea J but thefe defigns being fruftrated by 

' • SeeHanway^s Bfitifii trade ovefthcCafpian Sea^in Ws Travels, 
Vols. I. and II. $ and Chap, xxxiii. in the iecond volume of Cooke's 
Travels through the Kufllan Empire to Perfia. Beth thefe accounts^ 
however contradictory to ^ach other,4ufficiently prove the unforttt* 
nate mifunderfbndings which had ariien between the iBngliih wha 
' ^engsqaied in this trade. 

t S. R. G. VII. p. ^99. 

VOJ-. HI. T the 
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the rebellion of the Cc^lTaes of t^e. Bon, under 
'SterikoRazin*, the. trade of Ruffia was annihi; 
,lated by their devaftations. On the quelling 
of the. revolt, and puniflim^^t of tl^eir Iqader, 
the greater pait of; th^.pommei;ce. fell into the 
hands of the Armenian merchants eftablifhed ii> 
Aftracan, \yho fettled fa^ories both in, tljie Ruf-r 
fian and Perfian territojips t* - . . ' 

During this whole p^^iod .the Jluilian and Ar- 
menian traders pene|:rated,no furtherithan Nier 
zabad, a port between Berbent and Baku; and 
their chief fettlement was at Shamakee, capital 
ofShirvan, until 3 711, whei>that to wi^ was, taken 
by the L^igees^ and.tbe :^i5lory deftroyqd. 

In }7'ZlythU cohiiTiierce was agaijv revived : 
Peter having marched, ap arjiny into Peifia, over- 
ran the provinces of Dageftan, Shir van, Ghilan^j 
^id Alafander.an, on the Eaftern and Soutf\€rnr, 
coafts of the Cafpian, and obtained their ceffio^ 
by a fonnal treaty. Soon afterwards, heeftablifliied 
a Ruffian company trading to the Cafpian :, buft 
the whole^G^pital coniifted only of ,400 fhaiies^pjT 
the valiie of jf^.so each. The chief fettlement^ 

were formed at Aftracan and Kiflar, : : . 

- • •• - • 

The poffeffiion of thefe diftapt provinces pro v- 

* Bufcliing, IX. So— 88. For an account of Steijko tofin, fee 
Schinidt, RuflT. Gef. Vol. II. p. 32^ , ,Mp|Jey;5 Hiftory of Cathariivs, • 
Vol. I. p. 227. 

t 5- R.'G. Vll. p. 505. ' 
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ttig expenfive, and of little advantstge, Anne 
reftored them to the fophy * on condition tliat 
the Ruffian merchants fliould enjoy liberty of 
trade to all the havens of the Cafpran with- 
out paying duty, fliould be allowed to build 
houfes and magazines, and not be fubjeft to 
the laws- of the country f . The privileges of 
this company were confirmed by Anne and Eli- 
zabeth ; but the commerce was inconfiderable 
until the reign of Catharine II. \vho, in 1762, 
abolilhed this exclufive right, and permitted 
all hct fubjeds to trade with Perfia; prolii* 
biting, on account of the numerous banditti 
who infeft tlie roads, the inland traffic from Kif- 
lar, and the other Calpian ports to Shamakee. 
Two Ruffian confuls refide at Baku apd Einzel- 
lee :}:. Thefe' regulations, however, cannot pre* 
vent the contmband trade which is carried on at 
Shamakee, and the other inland towns of Perfia, 
by the Armenian merchants ; who, from theii? 
knowledge of the country and language, under- 
fell the Ruffians. 

Aftracan, fituated on an ifland in a branch of 
the Volga, is the great ftaple of the Cafpian 
commercie ; amd, by means of that river, is rea- 
dily fuppiied with European merchandize from 
the ports of the Baltic §• Although Aftracan 

« S. R.G. I. p. iS4r&c. t QUidcnftaedt. 

J Gulclenftaedt, p. 248. § Hanway, p. 141. 
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is only in the 47th degree of latitude, yet the 
cold is extremely intenfe in winter; and for two 
months the Volga is generally frozen fo hard as 
to bepaffed over by heavy-laden fledges *. Large 
tracts of foreft on the banks of that river, in the 
province of Qafan, furnifli fufficient oak and 
timber for the conftruclion of veflels for the Caf- 
pian fea. / 

The Cafpian is 680 mii(?s in lengtli, from Gu-' 
rief to JMedflietifar, and in no part more than , 
260 in breadth. It has no tide; and, on ac- 
count of Ihoals, is navigable only by veflels 
dra\ring from 9 to 10 feet water; it; has fi:rong 
currents, and, like all inland feas, is fubjeft 
to violent ftorms f, which the Ruflian veflels, 
wretchedly conftruded, weather with difficulty : 
the waters are brackifli. The ITralian Coflkcs 
enjoy the right of fifliing on the coaft 47 miles 
on each fide of the river Ural j and the inhabi- 
tants of Aftracan poflefs the excliifive privilege 
on the remaining fliores ' belonging to Huffia. 
Tlie roe of fturgeons and beluga fupply large 
quantities of caviare ; and the fifli, which are 
chiefly falted and dri^d, form a confider^ble ar-- 
tide of confumption in the Ruflian empire, Tliigr 
Cafpian abounds with fea-dogs^, which are hunt- 
ed and caught in great numbers ;{:. 

^ Gmelin, Vol. H, p* 84. f Hatiway, Vol. I. p* 393* 

X Jour. St. Pet. p. 253 ; S. R. G. VII. p. 525. For a lift of the 
f)/h in the Cafpian, fee Gmelin« Vol. H. p. 246. 

, The 
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The ports of the Cafpian may be divided into ' 
Ruffian, Perfian, and Tartar. 
' The Ruffian ports and trading places arc, . 
1. Gurief ; 2. Kiflar. 

• 1. Gurief, fituated oxi the mouth of the Yaik 
or Ural, near a bay of the Cafpian, is a fniall 
but ftrong fortrefs, which guards the frontiers 
of the Ruffian empire towards the tenitory of 
the Kirghees Tartars. The place contains fcarce- 
ly a hundred houfes ; and, except the garrifon>' 
has no inhabitants but a few mercliants from 
Aftracan, who trade with the neigUbouting Tar- 
tars *• 2. The fortrefs of Kiflar ft^rkls near the 
Eaftern coaft, and covers the frontiers towards 
the limits i>f Perfia. Veflels formerly entered 
the fouthern branch of the Terek ; but as tlie 
mouths of tliat river are ^ow choked up, the 
merchandize is^ landed in a fmall bay at' the dif- 
tance of 34 miles. Kiflar draws from Aftracan 
tlie European commodities necefCiry for the Perr 
fian tratlic, together with corn and provifion for 
the Ruffian colonies on the Terek, and for the 
neighbouring diftricl of Mount Caucafus. Be- 
fide the goods which are difpofed of at Kiflar^ . 
and fent to the Perfian ports, the inhabitants^ 
carry on a, contraband trade to Shamakce, Per- 
bent, and ^ven Tiflis in j^Cleorgia, whiyh js ex- 

• Pallas Reifc," I. 424, ^z, 

Y 3 cecdingly 
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ceedingly precarious from the numerous ban- 
ditti who pillage the caravaais^ 

Before 1 enumerate the principal Perfian ha- 
vens, it would be n^ceflkry to acquaint the rea- 
,der to whomi belong the provinces of Sliiryan, 
Ghila^j Mafanderan, and Aftrabad, in which 
countries the ports reforted Jo by the. Ruffians 
'^re fituatedw But the, unfettled ftate of Perfia, 
and the civil wars which continue to loatafs that 
divided empire, render -it difficult to afcertain 
that point *• In generg.!, thofc provinces are go- 
verned by their own khans, w^ho, thojugh tribu- 
tary to the fophy, render th'emfelv^s pccafionally 
independent ,\ and as they are continually at 
war with- ?ach other, their governments arc the 
feat of ^Inioft perpetual lipftility, rapine, and de- 



 On thcf afTaiFination of Nadir Shah, in 1747, various competiCort 
prcfcnted tliemfclves to fill the vacant throne j and in lefs than two 
years eight fovereigns had reigned, been depofed, or affaflinated 5 
when Kerim Khan, one of Nadlr*s geJnerats, fubdued all his rivals, 
ahd made himielf miSitr of all Perfia. - He reigned thitty years, and 
fi^eid his reildence in his favourite city of Shirauz. On his ^ath, 
in 1779> Perfia was again expofed to all the horrors of adifputed 
fucceilion^ and divided between the two principal competitors. 
Akau Mi^iomcd Khan, a Periian of iii^h diftinftion; who Was eaf- 
trated in hi9 infancy by order of Nadir Shah> and who^ like Narfes^ 
•poflelTed great civil and military talents, was, in 178S,' mailer of 
Mazanderan and Ghilanjas well as the cities of Ifpahan and Tauris. 
Jaafer Khan,- nephew of Kerim Khfen, wa« at- that pierioi fo^rcreign 
of Shirauz, the capital, and of the Southern provinces.— Franklin"^ 
Tour from Bengal to Perfia, p. 2f8 — jji. 

vaflation. 



rauatioti. M^anwMRf,* the trade -flouriilies' or 
dknidiffies' in pi^ottiotf aS' the exaftrons of tht! 
fdvferferg'Mare'tii^r^ or Ic^*^ fr^^ iaiid'exbrbi^ 

tant. ' •'■^* •■ ^ ' '"• * ^ ^ ^ 

# - # -  » 

'T?h'e'Perfian havens are, 'i.' DerBcrit; -2. Nie-' 
«aba<l; 'S. Baku;- 4.- Einzdl^e; ^. Farabat; 0.* 

''f. -DaKent is the.woi^ port in tfie Cafpianf 
if it can be calj^d a fo\% where' \4flHi- can fel- 
xkHA approach the ftfore, on accOuitifc' bf fantfl* 
ait3'lftoaIs, 'bittare 'geiiefally obliged- td' anchor 
at thcf "diftande of three miart^ra 6f^a thife : fir onT' 
this citdiinlftaxice, joined ta fhi6 4iicari(iderable^ 
degrfee • (if" 'conTmert e; it ' is 11 tt \t ^frcq'ufen ted . 
DerBefntj'in the prormce' of Shirvail,-^s a Per-- 
fidn ftnrtitfs, ftttroiind^d by high brick Svallsf 
the itihibltants are chiefly Periiarrs, Tartars, amf 
a few Armenians. T\ro* or three Ruffian fliips 
areinifinafty bound for* Derbent; thev are iifitally 
laVfcn* with oats aniry^, arid carry iron, fteel^' 
amd fead for 'the liefebes and other 'l^artar na- 
tibnsj ^ho' inhabit the £ififteni ehaiii of the Cau^- 
cafus. ' The neighbourhood produces fome eoni, 
but yxhi fufficient for the conftimption of the 
place,' 2.' Niefcrr^ia' Priftan, or Niezdbad, was^ 
formerly the* port' rnoft frequented by the RuP 
flans, and chiefly* vifited by the merchants of 
Shamakee, who fupplied the province of Shir- 
\^an with Europtati commodities. Near the 

y 4 harbour 
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harbour are feyeral wretcheid yilhgcs. ;J. l^^Hiv 
IS efteemed the moft commodious haven,' as^ 
Veiljels may fccurely anchor in feyen fathoms wa- 
ter; but the number of flioals, iflands, apd 
land-bankSj render the entrance extremely dif- 
ficult and , dangerouSy . particularly to the Ruf- 
fians, who are not exfkert . failor^s. Baku is a 
fortrefs furroundedj >yith Jiigh jbrick ATalk: .^he 
inhabit^^utsjilike thofe of Dprbent, are Peifians,. 
Tartars, ai^d ;^ few Armenian . merchants* . The. 
principal articles pf ej^portation aje napht^ a^l 
rock falti of ^both wliich. there are piin^ on ^he. 
eaft.fideofjt^e l^ay. The inhahitapts. cultivate 
faifron ^.nd ^the^ oottQn- tree, .hut not. to any con-, 
fiderabla^dyantage. The trade of Baku, though 
more vahiable than that: of Deibent, is ftill in- 
confiderable, and chieflv carried on with Sha- 
makee, from whence it dra^vts raw filk and filken 
fluffy. A Rifflian con/ul is, rcfident at this, 
placp*. Before. we quit the proyiuce of Sh^ryap, 
it may not be improper to mention its. capital, 
the inlaud to\j^n,of Shamak?e, .:\yhich is only ,66 
miles from Baku, and fupplies.th^t port with 
raw filkand filken fluffs. Shamakee owed its 
commercial importance to the filk which is 
Cultivated in thp neighbouring diftiifi^ and 
ftill prefer ves thci town from ruin,' though the 

• ' • f 1 1 ^ 

, ,.  Gmclin, vpi^ III. p. rjjS^a GuldeQihiedt, • 
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tr^iffic is gfi^iiy, reduced by the exorbitant ex- 
^ions of the khan of KuIm^; it was alfo crowded 
with Turkifli and Greek merchants ; . but at pre* 
fent coataias only a few Armenian and In*, 
diain traders^ The inhabitants manufadiiire filk- 
and cotton ftuifs^ fiv inferior to thofe made in 
the beginning of the century. The fiHc of this 
province is exported into tjie interior part of 
Ferfia, Turkc^t Georgia, apd Rufiia. Shamakee 
iOill fupplies part of Georgia^ and the inhsibt- 
tantstof the Eaftern chain pf JMount Caucafus, 
with . Einope^n commodities^ principally by. 
5fi^ajis of ,th^ tmijSc with Baku, and the contra* 
b^pd ti;adc witl3i the Armenians and Ruffians *. 
4.; Einzelke, though a \nietched village, is tlie. 
moilj^equeiited for the Perfian commerce; for* 
P)priyy?ffeJ?, entered. thrQu^h the channel into' 
a bay; bu^ this bay being choked up, are 
obliged to lie at anchor in the road. EitoeHee; 
is^ fituated on the fouth-welleni coaft, a few miles 
north of Reihd, capital of the province of 
Ghilaii: it confifts of Old and New EinijeUe^; 
the former inhabited by the Perfians and Ar- 
^lenians, npdcr the jurifdiction of the fophy, 
the latter, by the- Ruffian merchants, and thofe 
Armenians, who are fubje£l to Ruffia. A gar- 
rifon of thirty foldiers is ftationed under the 

» Gm^lin, voU III.p. 6cr, 5c<u . 

comr:ian4 
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eotnftiand of theicoAM 'It ddiftrffts/a^iltifi 
ikfi and Aimenku ctinkchy and ^Mo^'dc^ h<)uf^fiKr 
uxoftly formed- with fte&. ^ Tfe -l^filfe? ohfy of 
the f^erfian and European^ conftno»il4l4*l* & ex-^ 
pb&dto fale a« Bm^dled; the -great mart be^ 
mg at Reflid, Vv^We -ih^ ^R^ffiArtsi bftve eife^fed 
boot^ to whkh plifee a '(5o<iflii3l 'ti#**^rchak^l 
fr^iti TauriS, ahd the^ jirincipal cit4es^ 6f Fcriia^ 
Atm^nia, and ^gveti 'F«»^c^% refo/t;iri^^rder' tc^ 
|rtirchafe the ra-M' filk fend manufaSutes of Ghi-^ 
ld«. Benc^the IlMiSm difpofe W Ihcir Eurcy-^ 
pf an ^comitiodities to confiderafMei advantage; 
and-bbtain in t^ftirfn-t'he prodii^ota^ of this ricW 
province* Th> maiiiVfaaures «f feid fitfc of Ghi'J 
knj cfteemc^ the Wfl' • in Perfia, have be(E?tt in 
focfe i-epute forHhefe -laiK^y years^ that-HeffiwI 
IS hecome one' of fiifi eommercial toivris 'in thirf 
pan 6f Afia. The fiftfeft fort is -ufbacfly white', 
and chiefly fent into the interi<yr c*it4es'of Perfia^ 
dr fold to the Turks; the inferior kind is yel- 
low, and principally difpofedof to the RuflSans. 
There is fuch a cbhftant demand for the filk of 
CfbHan t, that the price rifes evtry year. Refhrf 
ibpplies the bordering province's of Peiiia, and 
the indepemlent neighbouring^ Rates as far as 

^ • Sec, in Gin^Unj» vol. III. p. 415, a Ii|: of tbe mahu^aufws of 
Ghilan. 

t For an account of the filk of dhilan, fee. Gmelip,* vol. III. 
p. 412. Haiiway> vol. IL p. 16. S. R. G. vtl. p. 515. 

Georgia, 
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Georgia, with European merchaiidfee, except 
the goods which are tranfported immediately 
from Aftracan, through Kiflar and Moftok, to 
the neareft parts of Georgia, and of the neigh- 
bouring mountains; a/nd thofe fent ft-om Sha- 
niakee, to the Lefgees Tartars, and other inde- 
pendent tribes * . 5. Farabat, and 6, Medllieti- 
faf, are fituated on the fouthem coaft^. in the pro- 
vince of Mafanderan; they are both fmall vil* 
lages; of Avhich Medflietifar is moft commer* 
cial, from its vicinity to Balfrufch, capital of 
the province, where the Ruffians and Armenians 
convey their merchandize: the traffic, however, 
is much lefs confiderable than formeirly, a cir- 
cumftance owing to the impofitious of the khan 
of Mafenderan. The chief produftidns of this? 
country are filk, far inferior to that of Ghilan, 
rice and cotton, of which articles there is a 
large exportation. Merchants . from Kafkan, 
Ifpahan, Schirafs, and Khorafan, refort to Bal- 
frufch, and bring for fale the Perfian and Indian 
commoilitiesf . 7. The bay pf Aftrabad^ where 
the Ruffians land and proceed to" the capital. 
The produ6lions of this province, and its export^ 
and imports, are nearly funilar to thofe of Ma- 
fanderan, The commerce of Aftrabad is chiefly 
with Candahar. 



* Gmelin^vol^ III. p. 414. f Gmelin, vol. III. p. 459. 
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• The Tartar havens are, i. The Bay of Bal- 
kan ; 2. Mangullilak, both of Avhicli, but par- 
tkularly the latter, aflford a feciire harbour. 
1.. The Ruffians fr,equen,t the iflands in the bay 
of Balkan; inhabited chiefly by jrirates of the 
race of Turkoman Tartar^: tlicfe iflands pro- 
duce rice and cotton, and. one of them,- called 
Naphthonia, abounds in naphtha. The traflfic 
might be increafed to the advantage of Ruflia ; 
as it would be far more commodious to trade 
with the Tartars of Khiva ancl Bucharia from 
thefe parts, than from Oreiiburgh, through the 
country of the warlike and independent Eirg- 
hees. ; 2. The commerce of Mangufldak is mod 
confiderable: the neighbouring Tartar^ bring to. 
this place the productions of their own country, 
and eveli of Buchariaj fuch as cotton, yarn, and 
iluffs, furs and flcins, and rhubarb *. 

The principal commodities exported from Aihacan to tbe ports 
^f ti^e Cafpian fea»are cloths, chieiiy Englifh, Dutch> French, and 
Silelianj vitriol, foap, allum, fugar. Ruffian leather, needle*, and 
cotton ftuffs, coarfe linen mariufa6^ured in Ruflia, velvets, glafs- 
wafe vsid looking-glafles, writing paper,, a few furs and ikins, a 
fmall quaatity of tes^ provifions, chieiiy porn and butter, vviije, 
brandy, wooden furniture, fea-horfe teeth j alfo iron, brafs, tin,- 
leadj hardware, watches, ^c.-^c. In 1775, the value of the cloths 
exported amounted to £, 52,600; the cochineal to ^. 45^600 j and 
the indigo to yC-T^ooo. Imports: Raw and roanufa^Uired filks, 
but chiefly the former, from the provinces of Siiirvan and Ghilanj 
Vfbich article, in 1775, amounted to >C. 43,800. Buchanan bral>- 
fitin*?, rice, dried fruit, fpice* and drugs, cofl:ee, wine, faflVcn, ialt, 

* GaJdenllicdt, p. 265 — 267. 

fulpbiiiV 
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fulphur^ and naphtha. The Indians and merchants of Khiva bring 
occafionaliy to Ailracan gold and iilv^r in bars, gold-duft, precious 
ftonesy and pearls. 

The trade of the Cafpian fea had confiderAbly 
decliued before the acceffion of the late emprefs : 
by the abolition of monopolies, and by other 
tifeful regulations, it has lately increafed to fuch 
g, xlcgrce, that within the fpace of fifteen years 
the average fum of the exports and imports has 
been nearly tripled : 

Total cxporH 
* and importi. 

^y^* 2 Imports 42,1005 ^'7^>^^ 

Balance aguinft Ruifia - 6^000 



TT- 



•763. ISJ^^:- ^ijj-f ^.5MC» 



Balanre in favour orRuflla 24 000 



^ 



•77S. &Z'^''ll:^To} ■^•'39.5ao 

Balance in favour of Ruflla 61,280 

Traffic with Georgia and the natives of 

Caucafus - - - - £» 1 6,000 



-r 



Total in 1775 - • - - . £ 199»S20 

The contraband trade is not included iri this calculation ^, 

• The reader who wifhes to trace the rife, progrefs^ and prefent 
Hate of the conftnerce ctfwthe Cafpian fea» muiOt <;onfliItand compare 
Uackluyt'j Colleflion of Voyages* vol. I. p. 324 to 43 1; Han-^ 
mviy"s Britifh Trade of the Cafpian Seaj Cooke's Travels; S. R. G. 
VII. 103 — 546^ Gmeliu*s Reife, vol. III.j and Guldenftacdt's 
jjTre^tife mentioned aboVe. 

Commerce 
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Commerce with the Bucharians find Chwe/e. 

Under the commerce with the Bucharians * I 
comprize that with the Calmucs, and otherTartar 
nations beyond the frontiers of Siberia; becaufe 
it is of fuch Httle importance as fcarccly to de- 
ferve a feparate article. 

The Bucharians, who inhabit the fouth*wefterii 
part of Independent Tartary, are a commercial 
people.; their caravans trivel through the whole " 
continent of Afiaf, and traffic with Ruffia, 
Thibet, China, India, and Peafia. Ruffia con- 
tains feveral colonies of Bucharians, who are 
fe.ttled in many large towns of the fouthern pro- 
vinces, and maintain a conftant communication 
with the merchants of their own country. Their 
principal marts are Tomlk, Kia6la, and Oren- 
burgh, which is the moft confiderable^ and chiefly 
trades with Eafkar, Tafliketit, and Khit^a;};. 
Their • caravans are expofed to pillage from the 
Kirghees Tartars, through whofe country they 
are obliged to pafs. Their imports are gold aiul 
filver, chiefly in Perfian coins and Indian rupees, 

• Having befoPfe mentioned the comttxercc mfh the Bucha- 
nans upon the EaJP:ern coafts of the Cafpian, it is needlefs to enter 
Upon any further detail of it in this place* 

t^ S. R. G. VII. p. 7. 

% Ry-tikof Orenb, Top^ vol, L p. ^63* 

6 . ' gold- 
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. gold'4uft,*;, pOT^cioos (tofu^ particulftf ly n)l^, 
^iapis lazuli, fpun and raM^«(?ottPij, cottou ftuff^ in 
^reati ^Imadfiivce, both Indian and Bucb^rian, 
' half-filfes, uqprepared nitres native fal-animoniac, 
Jauib-lkin% raw filk in fniaU quantities, and rhu- 
barb, large droves of flieep and horfes -j*. Eiq- 
ports; Cloth, Ruffian leather, beads and trin- 
kets, hardware, indigo, cochineal, &c. 

The Chinefe trade is by far the moft import- 
ant part of its Afiatic commerce, and is now 
carried on at Kiafta, fituated upon the frontiers 
of the Chinefe and Ruffian empires. But hav- 
ing in a former publication J given a circum- 
ilantial account of this commerce, it will be 
fufficicnt to obfen^e, that in 1777, the total fum 
of importation and exportation, as entered at 
the cuftom-houfe, amounted to jf. 573,666. ; but 
if we include the contraband trade> which is 

^ This gold-duft k found in the fand of thfr rivers of Bucha^ 
rla. This was the principal inducement to the firft expeditions of 
the EngUfh merchants over the Cafpian into Bucharia^ which arc 
related in Hackluyt^s Collection, Peter the Great fent ieveraC 
Ruilian merchants into the country for the fame purpofe. See 
S. R. G. rv, p. tSj, &c. Rytikof* vol. L p. 265. Ruffia Illuf- 
. rata, vol. 11. p. 141. 

t Pallas Reifc, vol. I. p. 132, &c. The flieep and horfes are* 
brought for fale by the Kirgces Tartars. Pallas fiiysy that above 
60fCoo &eepf and io,cxx> horfest are yearly fold at Omnburgh, 

t See an aixount of the tranfa6lions and commerce between 
Ku/fia and China; in Ruffian Difcoverics, Book III. chap. IL*-V. 

very 
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very confiderablc, and make an allowance for 
the deficiencies of the above-mentioned year, 
which was not fo favourable as the preceding, 
nre may fairly eftimate the grofs amount of 
the average trade to China, in exports and im- 
ports, at near j£. 800^000 fterUng. 






 » • 
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Cm A-Jt* ^* 

• ports. — Ports and terrifctjry ceded by the Ti^rks . tp Ruflia.— *Za- 
porogiai^ poffecs.— ^Produftions of the Southern province^.-* 
Navigation 6f the Don atid Dnieper.— AtferiiptJ of* flieRtiflian» 
no proltollte the coitiniett£ Itlrdigh the DarddfteUos jGo theModi;- 

tfrw^eai,^^rewiiwy*|ff.^fhat trade. . i j^ ^, , 

« 4 

M ; < » ^ . ; t - , .  ^ t t ' ( ' « \ 

TJET^. the jG teat fij^ft attempted, to open f , 
-*-. . icoyimeirce tbrougK the Euxine* and to ex* 
port, by. .tl^t ,chaiii|ely .the pxoduftions of South- 
ern R\iffi2^ .^y.tis viftqrips over the Turks, thq 
pofleffiop 0^ Azof, ajiid t|he conftruftion of Tsig^nr 
roc, he feepaed on the eveof rep,lizi^^g tjiis favour;- 
it;e projeft; but all his yaft fcheme^ were baffled 
by ^ uftfucqefsfui qimpaigp ^f u 1 1, wliichter-f 
iftiaj^tBd in ;the peaC^e . of Bruth; a p^4Ce pur^ 
cfeaf^ by the .ceffionof A^of: aijid Taga^roci 
ai^.by j^liiiquiihing* tiie commerce .of .iJhe.Eux.n 
ine.,.j Sinoie that.period^the Turiis. have jealoufly 
excLijid^e^ ,the Ru0iaas frcf^i alliliare ia the navirr 
gatipn of. ih^ir few, until Catha^jne finiihed ar 
fuccefa^ful; war agwpil^Ji^cj Poorte by the glorious 
j)eace of, ^774. By; 'tJt^a^peape. Ru%roUai 
a.A'ee Bftxigatioii'v;!. ajl the T?rkilh. feas, . a %b| 
qf.paffing, through ttl^.Dardtoell^ %^ ^tb^ 
ctjmm^ci^Vimm^ujities ^a(ntpd|o thp^inoijk. far 
,y<fh. JIT. z voured 



%'bured nations in amity with the Porte, the 
towns of Azof and Taganroc, the three fbrtrefles 
of Kinburn, Kertfli, and Yenikal^, and a large 
diftri6l between the Bog and the Dnieper. 

Many fpeculations have bcfen made concern- 
ing the extent and value of the traffic wliich 
Ruffia ist likely to eftablifh in the Black Sea^ and 
the revolution which it may efFe6t in: ihe com- 
merce of Europe, by transferring part of the 
Baltic trade to the ports of the Mediterranean. 
In confequence of this change, it is anert^, the 
fouthem provinces will find a vent for thdr fu- 
perfluous produftions; the 'Ruffian velfels will 
open a profitable trade \\'ith Ciim Tartarj^witK 
the Auftrian provinces at KiKa^Nova, with the 
Turks at Conftantitiopl^, 'atid with the Greeks 
in the Levant. The iron of Siberia, the ' cbrn, 
hemp, and flax of the Ukfaiiie, and thfe conti- 
guous provinces, will^ be feht fforii the liavehii *<rf 
the Black Sea, through thfe' Dai'dahelle^ tVfbto-i 
ply the - ports ' of the Mediterranean * ' and* 'tiiftij 
France and Spain- will be funiifhed'\vith naval 
itores by a cheaper and'inore expeditious nttVi- 
gation than thix)ugh the 'Baltic and *l!l^. North- 
^rn'Ocean.>As t^^e^ completion of this surest 
and extenfive^projeft <?»* only be the work of 
lime, and depends t)h 'd \*arfety of cohtingen-' 
eies, we etoh6t^-pfreten<f*ta font a^ny-'Abfrflute 
decifioh-oh%* pfotiaBHStf of its f44hire W Tuc- 

"'-"^ . • ' cefsi 
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cefi ; but a confid^rable light may be thrown on 
tbis intricate fubje£l by an attention to the foh 
lowipg obje6fa of inquiry *. 

I, The traffic on the Turklfh Seas before the 
peace, vriih. an account of their haVens and 
exports. 11. The ports and territory ceded to 
Ruffia^ and the new towns cdnfiruded by the 
elnprefl III. Hie produftions of the fouthem 
provinces, and the navigation of the Don and 
Dnieper, IV. The progrefs hitherto jnade by 
the Ruffians to eftabliih an intercourfe between 
l^e Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, with the 
ports of the Mediterranean. i 

L The traffic on theTurkifh Seas before the 
peace of 1774> was x^hiefly carried on by the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Turks; and as the Ruf- 
fians poi&lfed no port, either on the Sea of Azof 
or- the Eiixinej Tcherkaik, capital of the Don 
Coi&cs, was the place where the produftions of 
this empire, and Turkey were reciprocally ex- 
changed. The Greek' and Armenian merchants 
£iiled to Taganroc, .where they performed ^quar 
rantine, and then probeeded with their merchan- 
dize to Tcherkaik; having firil paid the duty 
atTememik> a. fmall .village on the Don,. now 
the fbrtrefa of Sti Dmitri. Tcherkalk was 

* In this inquiry I have principally followed Guldenflaedt*3 
Eflky Von der Hafen am Azowfchen Schwartzen and Weilfeo 
Mccre, in Joum. Stt Pet. for 1776. 

Z g alip^- 
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alfo the eiDporium of an iialand. commerce wkb 
the merchattts of Kuban: and 'Crim.Tartaiyj^ 
The imports were chiefly GrceTc: wIbcs, raiii9fi^ 
dried figs, almonds, oil, rice,- iaflSron, p&inled 
linens and cottons ; the exports, hides <an4 lean 
ther, coarfe linen, hard- ware, and' caHare, '&c^ ♦. 
The Greek and Armenian* merchants; in r^um^ 
ing to Coriftahtinople, fuppUed.the portA of the 
Sea of Azof and the Euxine ttith Eni&ani and 
European commoditie^s. ' . ' . . 

In order to form a general idea bf .the. t£affi<t 
in the Turkiih Seas, we muil: take a curforj^ tielir 
of their havens, imports and -exports. . 

Among the- harbours of the Black Se* tfefiirtt 
ed to by the Greek and » Armenian tn^iclmats^ 
the mofft tirqtienfed were thofe of Crin^Tij'tatyi 
now called Taurida ; namdyv Y«iifeitei^ ^oneof 
the fortrefles lately ceded) id v'Ruffia;: Balakiava^ 
Koflof, and Cp,ffa^ now Theodpfia,. wJiich metritis 
a particular defcTiption. Cafaftodthew^le^pe* 
nTofttla, whicb^^reL b Of c^knti^ thedomintoii 6f 
a k^n^ who i^vas a valTaltd the Turkic ^eiferby*ajt 
article in tlie laie peace, :de€kMd 'indepefirtjpnt^ 
and fubjefttoa kTian, ele£^£d hy Ihd^ives^hougj^ 
confirmed bathiry the empxefs aiifd grandrAglior. 
It was tlie capital of tiie Crira^aiy and- tte Tiirr 
tars diftinguillicd it by the name of Half Con- 

» SeeTarif of the Imported and Exported Wares. i'\ii\ ttiftr 
Mag. XI. p. ^j^. ' ^ '• . • ' 

' ' ' ' ftantiuople. 
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^^fitinople "^^ • 'Hie bay is capable of containing 
&V€ral hundrdd^ merchant iliips ; and the inha- 
lutants are the rtcheft, and drive the moft ex- 
tenfive trade in the Black Sea. The produftions 
iof Crim Tbrta;ry, exported from CafFa and the 
othpr haveias of thi peninfula, confift chiefly in 
'Colm^ Avine^ wool^ fine black and grey lamb-fkins, 
Hnd fait. The imports, are fine •and coa^rfe lineni^ 
rpriiited cottons, . nankeen, Ruflian leather, fine 
,cjatli6, velvets, taflfeties, furs, ropes> paper, falted 
•fiflii, end caviare, tobacco leaves^ copper and 
tiiv hasdrware, gold and filver thread, beads 
Kbd corals^ earthen wares, a coarfe fort of porea-* 
lain; and gla& wate-f, &c; &c. 
, , i The ^drt of Tainan • lies oppofite to Venikal^, 
At tli^ extremity of the ftraite of Oaffii, on • a 
4inall ifland in the mouth of the river Kuban : it 
waS fubje6l to the khaii of Crim Tartary, and 
4uraffics:with the^Circaflians fioam Mount Cauca^- 
ftts, the CoiTacs dwelling near .the rivers which 
&11 into the Kubkn^ and the Tartars inhabiting 






. ' * Ne^Ajeii folche' dl y^axtary nur Jarim Stambnlm Kle^man^ 
Reife yon Wlen naqh Conibntinopel. See a curious account of 
CaiFa, in that work. The author obferved there fevcral ruins of 
the buildings which the Genoefe conftru&td when CafBi was in 
' their pofTdnon, peirt^t^firlythe retnaiiu of the ancient citadel, of 
churches, of angels and faint sgrofsly carved on ftone, and federal 
iJatih' ihfcriptions, p. 168, &c. He defcribe» Crim Tartary as a 
'Wry fmitful country. 
, t GHldj?nftaedty p.; tPr^i^ 
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the dcfert between the Kuban and the Don. 
The exports are honey, wax, fait, wool, fox- 
fkins, , marten$, Iheep, &c, ; the imports nearly 
fimilar to- thofe at CafFa. . 

The ports of the Eaftem and Southern coafis 
of the Black Sea are fituated in the Turkifh pro- 
vinces of Mingrelia, Georgia, and Anatolia : the 
principal are 1 . Poti, where the merchants of 
Georgia refort; £,Trebizond ; 3. Cherfori, which 
is diftant only 60 miles from Tokat, at which 
town the caravans from Perfia a£emble and ie- 
parate, ' in order to proceied by different routes 
to. Smyrna and Conftantinople. Sinope, the 
neareft port upon the Black Sea to Angora, is 
the only place hitherto known that fupplies 
the fine goats-^hair, generally called camels-hair, 
from which the heft camlets are manufa&ured, 
that equal, if not furpafs, thbfe of BrutTels. The 
hair, fpun into yam, is chiefly purchafed at To- 
kat by the merchants of the caravans in their 
way to Smyrna, from which port Europe is 
moftly fupplied with this, commodity. The 
Greek and Armenian merchants draw from thefe 
parta honey, wax, fox-fkins, martens, and iheep, 
raw &nd manufa&ured filk, both Perfian and 
Turkiih, cotton, callicoes, rice, faifron, dried 
fruit, &c. They are fupplied in return with Ruf- 
fian and other European produdions, 4* Tios or 
Tilios; where the Turks have a dock for repair- 

mg 



ing^I A4p%^> ' wd at whid^ • plape {ails, t^ordage, 
aBCJ^iifr,> atid other nayalflor^, are tdvaatage*^ 
oufly.<iiip©fed of. . . i : : . , 

Tb6. ports. on the . Wt^erpi ihore of the Black- 
Sea, befide Kinburn, are Varna in Bulgaria, 
lyhich is diftant about. lOO xntles fi'om Adriano- 
ple ; Kilia«-Nova, at the mouth of the Danube in 
Wallachia ; and Akkermen^ on the mouth of the 
£>nieikjr> in^ Befiarabia^ 60 miles from Bender, 
Thefe ports ; furnifli irool^ dried f raits,. Hunga.- 
rian and ilHColdavian. unnea, buffalo ikins, &c. 
The\ traffic to. Varna and: Akkermen might be 
eonfiderably increaiedibyrforming a more regu- 
lar com mnnication with Adrianople and Bender; 
and that of .Kilia- Nova might be rendered highr 
ly importftiit, by remtiag the produftiona of 
Aiiftria and Hungaty, if. the navigation of the 
Danube was- not obftrufted by the jealoufy: of 
the Turks, , The imjjorts confift in Ewopean 
and RuiTian produftions, for the raoft part fimi- 

Ifix to thofe of Caffa, 

'; Conftanlinople and GaUipoliare the principal 
havens in the fea of Marmora. The Ruflian 
imports are furs and fkins, leather, fail-cloth, cor- 
dage, anchors, tar and pitch, fleel and iron, fait 
fifh, caviare, butter, fea^hbrfe teeth, wax, tea, 
mufk, caflor-roil, colouis, paper, . coarfe cloth, 
linen,' and corn : the exports to Ruffia are raw 
and m^anufa6tured iilk and cotton, muflins, rich 
Turkiih ftuffs, aad carpets, wool and Angora- 
' z 4 ' goats- 



goats-hair,' (Sr€cian uri^ • <^il, all kind* fiiVXh 
i6pe&A^^nMJi A&aXic fruky lenioni^ atui< onagtSA^- 
tobacco and fnufFs, fpices, lafftoii^ ophnlii, and 
other fpecies of drugj; |)eitrl5 aad prtck>tts! ftooes^ 
gold and filver *,&<?, • " / • • * v 

II, The porta aind territory ceded to Ruifia, 
and Uie^new towns fifice cbnftruAed by the em* 
pre4k The ceded' ^aceff.we^ l/The diibiA on 
tise Sea tof Aztsf.; 2. • ifiertfch and ^ Venikaj^v • HI 
Crim Tartary\; 3* The ioTtrcfii of ^ Hiinbif rn ; 4v 
The tenitoiy foetwe^the Dkniepiv alMd tiie Bogv 

I. The diiirifi bord]ersn9;aii (heSer^ Asqf 
comprifes^'befrdealafgeirb^of tarritory to the 
eail and weft of Azof^^lihe.fovtrefies. Ai9«f/Tagan» 
roc^ and J^etrof&- :A2of.3».Eto longer of the 
fame iuipobkantce as it \i^:in the rdign of Fete? 
the Great ; the branch of tiic Dob/ on which 
it flandi, being now fo choaked with £nid ak 
icarceiy to admit the fnaalleft vefleK - The mer-» 
t^handize therefore h uf ualJy depofited at Tagan- 
roc or Petroffk ; and the frigates and tnerchknt* 
ifli jpsi which were formerly confirnded at Aiof, 
tire now built eitiber ^tSt. Dmitri or Rdftof, and 
pafs down the Don into the Sea of A?o^ throu^ 
another branch of that river. As the harbour 
,pf Taganroc cofitains^ upon an ave^rage, oiily 
feven feet ©f water, the veffels muft draw no 
.more than five opiix feet; the town, has beew 
:reitdemd commodious by. the co|ifiru£tion of 

• r I » » » • 

* ^ Gnjdenftaedt^ p. zx-^z^^ :. ' 

• ' feveral 



&vehil iv^ffehouie& and btker - buildin^i ^tif iDg 
tb& Jate war j attd is efteemcdibr tlie ftilttbf Ity of 
tike air. « The fovtrds of Pettofikf vrMeh ^Idnds 
kt th€ih0«tb of the Broda, MiA comiAttfidji thti 
TxiM&i' fmifitiers, was al£b 6i^ed^ diiiin^ t\n 
late war. It is advantageoufly fituated, as form-* 
mg a diTt€t cammunic^on with the havens of 
Grim TartJury, and might eafily be rend^ed 
more fircm*e than that of Taganroc, from tbeftt- 
pcrior depth of Mrater. By the poffcflioii of tfe^fe 
fartrtSts^ the iaaviga*io» of the Sea of Axof k 
peifeBtty &ciired . The frootkn of this ceded 
tempkjp^tto the trcft of tbat Sea, are guarded by 
p. ehahi :G£(^imlL foffai ekteiidmg i^om Petroflk 

ti The» fottrefiea *f Kertibb and YefrikalS^ 
fitiiatdd On the 'eaft«t3h;€oail8 of Crim Tartar v« 
and near the northern eMtsnce of t^ie ftraits 
of Caiil^ are of thi^ grentefi importahoei 6y &om« 
nuoding jkbe pafiagff whidh ifonn& the ^oirtimiini* 
i^ation between the Seaof AMf and the Euxine. 

3. Kiobum is the oily 'pwt poflfeflfed by the 
Buffiana a» tbe coaft& ctf the Black 'Sea; it 
^Midddofe to the frmitie«9, at the mouth of the 
Pi)ieper>. oppofite tiieTorkiih fortrefe Otehakof, 
which being a. place of fuperior ftrength, mufl^ 
while it contmues in the haada of the Turks, 
ioh&tux^ in cmfe of a rapture, the navigc\tion of 
jthe IJmejier; Kijjburn was intended for the 

principal 



principal repofitoryrof thetncrcbandize fent&om: 
the provinces bordering ;on the Dnieper ; but a& 
the harbour, on account of its quick&nd, afforda 
no^ fecurity for anchorage^ the new tdwn o€ 
Kherfon is at prefent the great emporium, of this 
trade. 

4. The poflellion of the territory betw^een the 
Bog and the Dnieper c^ns a fecure communi'^ 
cation between the . Black Sea, and thofe rich 
and extenfive provinces watered by the Dnieper. 
This important territory, fo effential.to the ex- 
iftence of the neF cctfrttherce, wa? cWefly inha-< 
inted by hordes of i^oviiig Tartars ; dnd by. the 
Zaporogian Colfata^ jwho by their* piiacies rea-* 
dered the navigation of the Dnieper extremely 
hazardous. ; The: origin of thefciGoffaca is tims 
traced by the Ruffifm)hilloii3os.> ^][ntiiebegin-r 
ning of the i5thf:oeirtuiy,<aitlribe of the Coflacs 
of the^ Ukraine :^ho icihahitedi the tendtdiy be«' 
tweenthe JBog laniil ihei Dnspper,; wbre. icnawn 
^nder tbft: denami«^tibniof ZapMogian *, from 
the fitu^^iion of tiwtr ftkohavf*, orpritodpalfet- 
tlement fl^r the iaatwa^^ofjthe Dmfeper. 

This fetpha WM:a.;^rtn!fs-fuftoiinded^with a 
Wooden wall, a^ ati fi/ft nfcrflfyJnj^u^ as A 

♦PorogifigniAtodttairaasI " ' . '. v. 

' t Setcha mcanfcaiyri^kcr furround^^ with d wall, gr fijrtifeatioo, 
ftparated fixm t>c neiglUjourinj; diftrift, S^ R. G. IV. p. 414. 

. , place 
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place of aflembly, tif. deliberate on the method 
ef carryiiig on their cuftomary depredations, or 
for the purpofe of eieding a chief. By degrees 
it was filled: ^th habitations, and afterwards 
a{^ropriated tea feparate community of perfons ; 
who devoted themfelves folely to atms, and to« 
tally excluded all women from the precinfl ' of 
thedr military refidence. The inhabitants were 
divided into claffes ; each of whidt ele£)£d its 
re^seflive leaderj and were all under the jurif* 
di£lion of a hetman or fupreme chie^ diofen by 
the whole focic^.* , . ^ : 

Thefe : Zaporogian Coffitcs became fo diilin* 
guifted for their: bravery and fkHl dn defidtory 
waT;^ . that perfons flocked from diflant .regions 
to this fociety of warriors. The . inhabitants of 
the fetcha were not obliged to continue in it -for 
any fettled term ; being only bound, while they 
remained, to conform themfelves to the regula* 
tions and difcipline of their affociates ; thofe 
who were dtfpofed to marry, quitted the fetcha^ 
but were permitted to fettle in the neighbouring 
diftri6);, with the privilege of re^admiflSon, pro* 
vided they were not attended with their wives 
a;nd families, whom they were allowed occafion* 
ally to vifit. The Zaporogians increafed their 
numbers by affording an afylum to deferters *, 



s, R. p. IV, p. 4^1. 

and 
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^nd by forciug arid eiitieing Jroufhs and childr^a 
from the .Ukraine and Poland whom they traiii- 
ed to a Tnilitdryllife,:ifliid-radmittfed into theit 
coinmunity./'HThe"pl^e !q£ tbsit riBfid^nee/was 
occafwnaUy viaricd J • when thci^ mudibers i increaf- 
ed; dr. when the lloriks : wanderedlatf a :eonfidef^« 
\Ae dkfiftnce f^dm edch otheiyidiSSfnent paitied 
ere&ed and occupiidd diftin6l I >fetcbas. . The £rft 
fetclia of tilds !extFaordinaFy>'i£boiety feeihsrtb 
have been. fita«ted^> on an iflaiid '. • df the Ihiiqier 
below the hatdrafls ;< the laft nvhich they inhak 
bited, at the abolition of their gtovemnierit,' aad 
which at thafe;peiiod was the. only 0916? they pof- 
ieifeid, flood ! ^ar » ; the rivulet • Biifulak, at: the 
point where r it falls into the ]>niq)er, in.the 
gorfemthrai of JCibf ^* : .. ^ ! , ; : 

The members x>f this conitnunity being coU 
lefiMd from various nations . aiid from the nature 
0f their conftitution perpetually changing;^ their 
number could n^vsr be exadly afcertamed: 
Manilein relates, that in th'e wai* Jn which he 
fervcd againft the Turks, they brought 8,000 
horfe int4> the field, and on an emergency could 
have raifed l^^odo Or I5,000v They frequently 
performed incredible feats of valour in the cam* 
paign$ of the Ruffians agj^inft^ the Turks and 



. * 



* M. Mullcr Hay accurately and circumftantially deicribed tb*^ 
{etthsL of the Zaporogiaa CoiTacs, froip, which account I have fe- 
U£tz<i this ijiort C3^trafl|, Bf R. p. {V, p. ^i J|— 472, 

Tart^^, 



Tj|t1j«i*a, niw wfa5€; their fer.vid?s confined (bleljT 
te l^md : by tlicijj »ikill in nfayigftting the » Driie* 
l^er, they occ^ifianaUy dtjfepded the rooirtb. of 
tHat livferi and attax;ked with fuccefs the itiroecj 
Tei£el9 on the contigupus cbaift^^ .of the Slack 
&5a.i But.whik they were thus terriUe tp %\i^ 
enemies, they were fcarcely lefs fdrmidabit to 
tSieir allies.. /NonunaJyiy dependant on the het* 
man ©f the ^Ukraine, they, were claflTed ftmong 
lhc::fubje£te:of.the Ruffian empire; but thepc- 
poBatity of. their. aianAers, their reparation i&om 
iU: othcbr; ibbietyy their popular form of gov*rnt 
Hient, togethei? with . Jtheir warlike.. difpofitiotti» 
gendered thgiilta tisuh^rous and lunruiy b^oiditti; 
^ciifiotned /to4iye by/^i^.iigad devaftttioni 
they pillaged the Ruffian merchants who pafied 
tbroHgh ^hmricountry, aRdiinfcdjrr^pted the na- 
t^gajbion! ofsi4i^I)»ieper by <3wt*aual ^iracim*. 
Sdoiaafihen the ieonclufi^n of; rthj Xutkifli war 
in Ji 774,' thjff'fittflSaii ^ov(eist«nent ^i^ed- d^favoiir- 
abdcopp6ttohifr)r to dcftroyjiek fijtchft^i^ddif* 
peide vibe inUahitants. ; \ G^ymA ^^A^iisfimoh^ 
ed': ftom ihe Tujfkifli' flosRiierigft a^fe -^ef . hestd of 
ta^Oo legniioH^ and encainpjodcafjjrbtiijka verib 
from the fetcha; taking his departure before 
mtdsiight, h»'n»de a forced mMQl\ und furronnd- 



4 • 
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'^ Tht bdjit^ of tb<d(^^^>orOfism'iC6ffincs^wBre rowed by 50 or 
60 men, had iMx£t%^lid generdly cariied two fmall caancnn. S. R. 
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ing it at four in the morning, Goihpelled the in<^ 
habitants to furrenden He found 46 pieces of 
cannon, and a large quantity of fmail arms and 
ammunition* By this falutaiy SiGt of power^ 
Ruflia has fecui^d tile merchants from the dread 
i)f {)erpetual depredations, and put att end to 
the fyfiem of piracy* 

- IIL The Ruilian countries which are mod 
ioterefted in this commerce^ are tbofe coflitigu-* 
OBS to the Dnieper and Don-; or the provinces, 
of Smoleniko, Mohilef, Ukraine, New Ruflia^^ 
Bielgorod, Vorotiet^, Ukraina*Stobbdikaia,^and 
Asbf : a large trad: of territory which fumifhes 
in igreat abundance every ipeci^ of grain, hemp/ 
flax, iddes, mails, planks, honey, wax, tobacco, 

fcO.'C. \ ....... 

Ii» thefe ceded diftrifls the emprdfe has ul-^ 
ready rai^d £^^^1 tiew towns; tUt principal 
are Khet fdn, Catharie&flaf, and Mamiiopoli^ 

Kherfoil *, ^ittuatedon the Dniepeiv about ten 
miles below thii fh6uth of the Ingulec, is chiefly 
]built with >heW]k Iftone^ ^ It is intended to be r^e 
principal mart for all the commodities of r ex- 
port' alid' impok;. but if an exibi^e trade 

^ Kberfon it celebrated as the place w&eM the emprefs Catlui* 
^e principally reiided during her memorable journey to the 
Crimea^ v^en ihe took pOlTeflion of the provinc^i^ conquered fvom 
Tmkey; an4 where Ihe was yiiited by the empe^r J^ph II* . 

ihould 
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ihould take place in this quarter,' the great de* 
pofitory for the metchandiie will be more con- 
veniently fixed on feme fpot below the bar of 
the Dnieper, and tVo^elve miles fouth of Kherfon. 
It contslins a dock * for the conftrudlion of 
large veflfels, from which fever^l men of war 
arid frigates/ as well as merchant fliips, have 
been already kunched. Catharinenflkf, or the 
Gloiy of CJatharine, is built near the fpot whete 
the fmall river Kilt^in falls into the Samara, 
asid is appointed to be the capital of the go** 
vemment of Azof; it is colonized by many 
Greeks and Armenians from Crim Tartary, and 
by others who fer ved . in the late war againii 
the Turks* Another town, called Marianopoli, 
has been alfo raifed on the borders of the Sea of 
Azofi between the rivers My us and Calmius. 
Thefe three towns, as well as the numerous vil- 
lages which have fuddenly reared their heads in 
a country foi-merly inhabited only by lawleis 
tetndittl, or traverfed by roving l\ordes, are filled 
with Ruffians, with Tartars reclaimed from their 
w:andering lifi^ and with numerous colonifts, 
particularly Greeks and Armenians, who mi- 
grated from the adjacent prdvinces of the 
Turkiih empire. 
The navigation of the Don and the Dnieper, 

- * A ttjewjtOWJiy Nicol^of, now theiprincipal dock,rWAs biult. hj 
P«tf mkij), on tlkC conlluence of the Ingul and the Bog. 

which 



wUck ffivm tb^ .comTnkmicittoa li^^ntem tb^ 
^ovincm and th^ TwktA Seas, retMin^ to be 
ooiHidei'ed. . . 

The Don * takes its rif^ from the fivaii laib? 
of SLJohiii flMcarTula, in the gDvenuftent of 
Mofcow^and pi^Bg . Ihrougb part 4>f tJ^ pw^ 
Tince of Voito»Hz> a fi»all p^rtLuti of the Uk- 
raina-SIobod&am^ and .thjs^' whole j^rovino^ ^ 
Azof> divides itfelf iitear Tchexkasflc ^inl^ iknt^ 
ibsams, and £dl& into the Sea (ofiA^tof* Xbe 
river has. &>>inaQy>\viiidi&gs^» and ah^^^pnds ytitkt 
ihcfa nuniei^ous fhbais and. fand-hanhs, as to W 
foarcely navigable; lecoceptuig ia the fpriag, on 
the melting of the. fmoavs. , The banks of. thii 
Dony and of the xivui«ts: which' ^\l ioio % ace 
clothed with largb Xmds «f foreft, wliofe timhear . 
is floated ;dawn the &ream to: St. Dmitri anA 
Eofiof, ^here the frigates for the Sea of Azof 
are chiellyi conficaiBed The navi^atsoiliof^hd 
' Don ihay hereafter be re^dlei-ed h%idy ^alnabl^ 
byiiCDSLveying^ to the Blaok Sea thjCiironofSi'^ 
faeria, the Ckinefe goods, aiid the Perfiani nuer* 
chandise, wluch latter ctoiiCKmoditic^, -aa w^ll . a» 
the p(rddu6is of India, formerly found : their wajt 
intb Europe through this fame xrhanoeit* 

Sinc^ 
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• s. R. G. i:st. p. II, li. 

' ^t ' The iron -of Siberia, and the raerchandiee o£ 'Cf^iu^ «telbi&e-' 

times fent by an ttiLrnd navJ|;ation to tb« Vdlga: fb0 Perfiaa ami'^ 

.1 ttioditict 
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Since the acquifition of "Ruffian Lithuania, the 
ceffion of the diftrift between the Don and'the 
Pniepcr, and the difperfion of the Zaporogian 
Coflacs, the Dnieper, from its fource to its 
ihouth, ilow flows through the Ruffian domini- 
ens; and through this whole courfe, of above 
800 miles, the navigation is only once inter- 
rupted by a feries of -cktarafts *, which begin 

4 

below the mouth of the Samara, and continue 
for 9, fpace df 4d thiles. They are not, how- 
evef, fo dkngerous as th^y have been reprefent- 
cd; foi"' they may be paffed in fpririg, without 
much hazard, even byioaded barks. In othef 
parts of the year the goods at-e landed at Ke- 
meniOc, oppofite the mouth of the Samara, and 
iranfported 40 milei^ by laild to Kitchkafe, about 
fix miles from the fortrefs ef Alexandrovfk> 
where they are again embarked, and defcend the 
fiream, without interruption, to Kherfon f. If 
the trade ihould increafe, the catarads might, at 
a confiderable expence, be rendered navigable 
at all feufons of the year. 

>IV. The progrefs hitherto made by the Ruf- 
fians to eilabliih an intercourfe between the 

aoodlties are conveyed acrofs the Cafpian to tiiie fame river ^ from 
thence they might' be tranfpoVted by a land-carriage of only 40 
miles to the Don. 

• Muller has defcnbed thefe catai^fts. S. R. G. IV. p. 41 1. 

t Mulien. S. R. G. IX. p. 16} and Guldenilaedt^ 

VOt. 111. A A pOfU 
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porta af the Black Sea iaiul thoUe of the Medi- 
terranean. . 

To encourage her fubjefts to jengage in thisr 

branch of traffic^ the onprefs has lefiened tfac 

duties of import, aad export *y and cpjatributed 

towards forming a RuiTian houfe^ oi company^ 

trading to the Black Sea. Soon ^tfter the peace 

of 1774, four merchant-fliips failed from Pe-^ 

terfburgh, and not, as might have been expefied^ 

from the ports, of the Black Sea : they were 

laden with iron^ A^oa^, heipp> hides^ faiiVclotb«, 

and coarfe linen, at the fole expence of the em- 

prefs» who granted to the coanpany all the profita 

arifing from the fale of the cargoes^ 'Ipiiaplan^^ 

however, was not intended with tha fuccefii it> 

feemed to promiie; and the failure aiolG^ from 

the jealoufy of the Turk^. The il^ps'^^eiie, under 

fpecious pretences, prevented from paffix^g th^ 

Dardanelles; the cargioes were fold in the Le* 

vant and the Mediterranean, and they rebucnfid 

to the Baltic without efie6li]}g the maih. obje^ 

of the voyage. Before, the Rufltaa» could inak« 

any further attempts to open thisi channel of 

commerce, diilentioj^s took place between thft 

emprefs and the Porte, concerning the i^nde- 

pendency of the Crimea, and ' the ftee dec* 

m 

• See a lUi: of the dutk»Qf export and import ia Soil Hift». 
Mag, XL p. 373. 



,^ 



t. 5. COKXSReC OF TR< BlACK StA. SSi 

Hon 6f ^a kfaan, which threatened a^n immediate 
war, and fufpended all commercial exertions in 
tegard to the Black Sea, until a new pacifica- 
tion was concluded on the 2 ift of March 1 779« 

Since that period, bfcfide feveral Greek veffels^ 
which failed from the Sea of Azof and the Eux- 
ifiie» under Ruffian colours, and were' allowed to 
ps& the Dardtoelles, a Ruffian ihip, manned 
with feamen in the fervicc of gotemment, and 
laden with falted bee^ took its departure, inl 
1780, from Eherfon, for the port of Toulon ; and 
foon afterwards fiv^ others, freighted with iron, 
made fuccefsful voyages to the Archipelago; 
alfo four fmall veffisls, and a fifth of 400 tons 
jbii launched, laden with hemp and tobacco^ 
were expefled to fail from Kherfon for France^ 
in November i7«i. 

iSucfa, in 1781, was the infant fiate of that 
commerce, which fome authors have defcribed 
as capable of producing an immediate revolu- 
ttofl^ in the trade of £urope * : and in thi% or irk 

aftitt 

^ Many pe^fbns are of opiniont that |^e ob^cles to the rifing 
commerce of the Bkck Sea are by no means injurious to the in- 
tereds of Ruflia. For her commodities and produdlions being 
suticles of neceility^not of luxury^ no facility given to their expor- 
tation could add to their general confiuiption^ and the increale ol' 
exportation from the Black, Sea would diminji^ *that from St. V^ 
terfburgh, and the other ports of the Baltic^ nearly in the iame pro* 
por^on. By the &cility and cheapncfs of land-carriage, and thoi 

A A a innprovemeHtft 
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a ftill more fli^Simtiag ftate, it will probably cori^ 
tinue, as kmg as the Turks retain the dominion 
of their ownfeas. For that jealous people will 
cither. openly oppofe, or clandeftinely obftru6i> 
^he progrefs of the Euffia.tts, and will never rea- 
dily give a free paflkge through the Dardanelles 
to a powerful rival, though^ they confented to 
it in the humiliating peace of 1774. Perhaps 
thefe claims, urged on one (ide, and eradfed bn 
the other, will engender perpetual diffentions, 
and will not be finally terminated biit by a feries 
q{ obftinate and bloody wars. Meanwhile the 
trade cannot for a confiderable period be ex- 
tenlive, which depends- on fuch cafual circum- 
fiances as the, cbalitioja, and rupture of rival and 
neighbouring powers. 

The couife of fubfequent events ca^ alone 
difcover, whether the pacification, figned on the 
9th of January 17^4, will be mare^ permanent 
than former treaties, or whether the fame caufes 
wiU not continue to produce the ,fam€ cffefls. 

improvements of inland navigation, the produ£i|on» of the re*- 
motelt provinces are, readily fent to the ports of the Baltic,. with- 
out raifing the price too high. And as the goods which* Knffia 
produces are either peculiar to this empire, or fuch as other nationt 
muff purchafe, they cannot pafs through too many hands before 
they are exporterf. To diminilh, therefore, by facilitating their ex- 
poitation, the price o£ fuch goods which ihe already fells cheaper 
than other nations, would be to incur a manifeft loft, and to grit- 
tify tlie foreign trader at her own expence. 

In 
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In a word, the :Ruffian commerce in thole parts 
can fcafcely be eftabliihed on a iirm bafis, until 
the emprefs acquires a fleet in tl;ie Black Sea fu- 
perior to that of her rival. Perhaps the com- 
pletion pf tjiis gri^at objeft may be efFe6led by 
the acquifition of Crim Tartary • and tlie Ku-* 

- • banj 

• The Crimea, which had long Jjccn an objc6l pf Ruflian ambi- 
tion, was fecured by the intrigues and arms of Catharine. 

The requifition of Azof, Taganroc, the diftrift between the Don 
and lie Dnieper; and the fort^ of Kimburn, Kerfh, and YenikalJ, 
was the* prelude to the 'cohqueft of that peninfula. Catliarine 
availed berfelf of the article in the peace of Kaimagdi, which fti- 
pulated that ^he khan fhould be confirmed by RufHa aa well as th^ 
'• Porte. By iatrigues and mo^ey, Potemkin obtained the eleftion of 
Sehim Gerai, a prince of the blood royal, formerly embaifador 
from the khan to St. Peteriburgh, who was gained over to the in- 
terefts of Ruilia. 

In confequence of his fubfervience to RufHa, he was oppofed by 
the Porte and a large body of his fubjefts in the Turkifli intereft, 
and commotions enfued. The emprefs having appointed the khan 
icaptainof the guards, lent an army to protedthim, as her officer, 
againft the rebels.. NotwithflandiQg the public remonftrances and 
fecret oppofition of the Porte, 'the khan was no fooner fecured 
in his dignity, than he was induced to abdicate ; but repenting of 
this a^, he endeavoured 'to efcape^ and put himfelf at the hea4 of 
his fubjefts, who were diffatisfied with the Ruffians', and offered to 
fupport him as their fovereign. His intentions being difcovered, 
lie was fent to rftmer, from thence to Kiof,and finally to Voronetz, 
where he received, a temporary pei^fion from the emprefs. Irritated 
by repeated degradations, he cfcaped into Moldavia, where he was 
feiz^d by emiflaries from the Porte, transferred to the lile of 
^Rhodes, and ilrangled. . 

Catharine having gained the concurrence of Jofeph the Second, 
aj^d nude the mofl formidable preparations both by lani and Tea, 

^ A A 3 1^ 
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ban, rendered highly valuable by act additional 
fxtent of fta-co^fl, and the important harbouf 
of A6liar or Sebaftopol. 

the Porte was awedy and refigned the Sovereignty of the Crim^ to 
KufTia. The Peninfula was modelled into a new govenunent 
under the name of Taurida, and the principal townt received their 
antientj^Greek appellations: Cafik was called Theodofiai KoAof. 
Apotoria; andA6i]^rySebaftopoL 

3ut this humiliating condu6): on the fide of the PortCj did not 
prevent further demands from the court of St* Peterfbui^h^ whid| 
terminated in a rupture ; and the Turks were happy to pnrcha6 « 
peace in 17919 by ceding the important fortrefs and diftri^ of 
Otchakofi by which the Dniefter is now the bouudaiy of th« 
KuiHan empire. 
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Mines of RdKa.^^-Oo]d noA iilTer.—<:oppcr and iron,-iAvfragt 
proto wbkh .fOfenuntiit draws from the niiiiBef » ,f ouaderiiiSs 
, »iddutief» ., ' / 

• * * * w 

^HE mines of the Ruffian empire may bo 
divided into thofe which belong to the 
crown ; and thofe which arc the property of in? 
dividuals. ^ 1?he former comprize all Uie gold 
and itlvei^f and ja few copper and iron works : 
. 1 , , Hie mod ancieut^gokl mine in the Ruffian 
empire is that of Voetik, near Olonetz^ between 
the lake^ Onega and the White Sea, Its chief 
produp.e: is; a violet pyxitical copper ore, mixed 
with qi^rt^, and containing rich pieces of gold, 
^t. npt JHi fufficient^ quantity to defray the 
charges^ From 1 744 to 1 776, the mine yielded 
only- 57 pounds of gol^^, and about 9000 pood* 
^f CQpper, and as the ^pences amounted to 
£• i6,QQa more than the profits, it w^ neg- 
le^ed untn 1772, when it was again worked. 
Since that time it iiai^ f umiihed annually 4250 

> - 

^ *A pood acfe ip Ruflian or |6 Englifh pounds* The pound 
ufeSl in this chapter is ttkc ^uflian, which Is to the Engliih as 9 

to 101 

A A ^ ^ p^OOds 
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poods of copper, and t^'o or three pounds of 
gold-duft, wfiich is waihed froni the mine; be^^ 
fides accidental pieces that have bc-i-n fent to Pe-^ 
teriburgh a§ fpecimens, wbii-h may amount to 
five or fix pounds more. 

3i The next gold, miijes difcovered- in th« 
empire were thofe near Catharincnburgh : the 
ore is very martial, commonly of a cubic fortn 
in a quartz matrix ; and the gold is extracted 
by -wmfliing. The annual produce of pure gold 
never exceeded 206 pounds, and was comteonly 
much lefs: in 1772 it was only 101 pounds. 

5. Themoft important filver mines are thofe 
of Kolyvan, between the fiverfe Oby and Irtiift^' 
hear the mountains which fe'parate Siberia from 
the Chiriefe (Empire, or rather from ^he territory 
ef the Calmucs dependent on the Chinefe. 
Thefe' mines, difcbvered in 1728, by^Akinfi Ni- 
kitich Demidof, were for foihe years' Vorked for 
his own private emolument, as coptfer tn^nes.' 
it is fufpe6led, that he privately extrafJed the? 
nobler, metals,- but prudently concealrti tfie .fe* 
crel until' 1744, when he'mtide the difcovery ta 
the.enijM'efs Elizabeth, who appropriajed them to 
the. Gr6wH-*. Thefe ihihes, fituated ned:r^ Vofk^* 
r^fenfH, in the Smeyeftaist Gora; ;or Meimtairi 
pf Serpents, are known by the general appella- 

# P^la« Re}fe, p. II. p. 5^2, 

- / . tion 



tion of Kolyvafa, from a village on the' rivulet 
JBlelaia, in thcdiftnft of Kufnetz^ where the ore 
was . formerly fmelted. But as the adjacent 
country .is HFcantily provided vith wood, new 
foundericji have been conftru6ted at.BEUnaiily 
N'ovap^ulofsk, and Sufuiifk, to the north eaft of 
iEolyvan, in a: diftrid. abounding with trees *. 
• Thefe mines, which may jutlly be ftyled the 
Patqfi-of ;tbe Ruffians, prddnced annually, be-^ 
twecnf i74d and 176^, from 8,000 to 16,000, 
jiounds of fiLver; between 1763 and I76p» from 
£0,,ooo to 32,000; and, 'fmce that period to 1 778, 
from 40jOOO to. 48,ooo. The filver contains 
upwards, of three per cent of gold; the fepara- 
tion of which is made in the imperial labora* 
toryit Peterfburgh. The whole produce ex- 
traded from the mines amounted, in 17>1, to 
400,000 pounds of filver, with 1^,780 of gold; 
and fin ce 1771 we may calculate the annual 
produce At above 44,000 of filver, and isoo of 
gold. 

The mines and founderies of Kolyvan employ 
nearly 46,000 colonifts; befide^ the peafants in 
the diftrifts of Tomfk and Kufnetz, who^ in lieu 
of paying the poU-tax in mpney, cut wood, 
make charcoal,- and tranfport the gre to the 
founderies/. The e:!cpences, which were formerly 

• F^Uas S^ife^ P. U. p. 579* 

fupplied 
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fupplied from the treafury, and of cburfe coii<^ 
fiderably dimii^iihed the profit, hare, (mce 1765^ 
been annihilated, and the whole produce of the 
mines in gold and filver is clear profit. In tha 
fame year a mint was efiahliihed at the foimdery 
of Sufunfk, for the coinage of the copper fop* 
plied from the mines of Kolyvan, the greater 
part of which had been hitherto of no ufe« 
Pieces of one, Wo, five, and ten copecs*, are 
ftruck and difperfed over Siberia. Ofthisciur^ 
lency, the amount, of 500,000 roubles are an^ 
sually coined, which is fufiicient for reimbnri^ 
ing the polUtax, paying the mineis, tranfporting 
tile ore, putchafing the lead which mujft bo 
brought from Nerfliinffc, and defraying the ex^ 
pence of fending the gold and filver i as fer as 
ToboHk. The filver fmelted in the founderies, is 
Conveyed on large fledges twice a year : the firft 
ednvoy fets off in the beginning of the winter^ 
and reaches Peterfburgh a little after Chtxilmas; 
the fecond in the middle of winter, and ariivea 
there towards fpring. 

4. The filver mines of Nerlhinlk, which wem 
opened in 1704, are fituated in £>aaria, the fouth 
eaftcrnmoft part of Siberia, between the river* 
Shilka and Argoon, and are very numerous^. 
Their produce to the year 1772 is -^ : 

■^ A fmallcoin nearly equal to a hal%>eni3y» 
t ^uf. £rd.—Bef. vol. I. p« 1126. V 

From 
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In 1767 they yielded i7.,40a pounds; but the 
^nDual average produce may be eilimated*at 
}6^Q00. The iilver contains^ in 40,000 ppund^ 
yearly 500 of gold. The ores being generally rich 
m lead, and extremely poor in filver, the latter if 
eafily extra&ed. - Many million poods of lead 
remain ufdefs on the fpot^ as only 14 to 1 8,000 
are annually required fof the feparation of thA ^ 
^ver from the copper at the founderies of Ko« 
lyvan; the carriage into ^e inner part^ of thQ 
^pire bein^ too expenfive, and the export to 
China prohibited The number of men eipploy-t 
ed in thefe mines and founderies are about 19.00 
fr§e colonifta, between 1000 and i^QO convifi;^^ 
and u,ooo Ruffian peafants of the diftr;^ of 
Kerihinik ; 6000 of the latter are employed in 
cutting and carrying wood, making and, tranf* 
porting charcoal; while the reft, who live at, 
fome diilanee from the mines^ cultivate a certain^ 

^ portion 
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portion of ground, arid bSng in* winter the pro* 
duce to the magazines of the founderiesi. The 
annual expences may generally be rated /at 

jf. 14,800. .... 

5. Some mines yielding filver have been lately 
difcovered in the diftrift of Krafnoyarfk near the 
Lciia, between the rivers Yins and Yenisei. 

The gold of- Catharihenburgh is obtained at 
the rate of 40 guineas per pound ; and as when 
joined it produces ;f.68. 5 s. the profit is not 
very confiderablfe. The filver and gold from 
Koly van is procured without any' expence, as I 
have before nientioned. A pound of filver front 
Nerfhinfk is faid to coft between 4' and 5 rou- 
bles; and as the fame ^quantity of this metal, 
when coined, is equal tb t% roubles 75 copeca 
and I, the" gold extrafted from this' filver iar 
obtained for ;f. 1 1. 8 s. per pound. - * 

6v Thed^own poffeffes atprefentbut'very few 
copper and iron works. V ' 

The iron works in the north part of the dif- 
trift of Olonetz produce annually between 8 and 
10,000 poods of cafl;* iron for guns, bombs, audi' 
balls, and I5,000^of indifferent iron in bars and' 
plates. Thofe of the Uralian mountains employ 

 . > > 

above 1700 workmen, and ?6,800peafantSi and 
yielded, in 177^, 423,987 poods of fron in bars' 
and plates, which were chiefly ufed for the ar-: 
my and navy,*that pf Kamen{k gave in the fame 
3 yev 
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year 9S,6oo poods of iron, which; were forged 
into guns, and 8 1 72 into bars. 
/ Four copper founderies on the weft fide of the 
Uralianinpuntains, in the government of Oren- 
btiyglv and. three in Permiav pi^oduced, in 1772, 
only 13;, as 8 poods. At Catharinenburgh the 
crcrwn has cftiblilhed a mint for coining the 
copper, procured from the imperial and private 
founderies, into that fpecies of money which i^. 
current throughout Ruffia, and is tranfperted by 
water to Mofcaw, Peter Iburgh, and other parts. 
. 2. The greater part of the private mines and 
fouflderies/ that fupply fiicb.an immenfe quan-^ 
tity of iron and copper, are moftly fituated ia 
the Uralian mountains, and the hills ftretchins: 
from them ; a few ia the govertiment of Mofcow 
excepted, the produce of which is but fmall. 

'theUralian mountains contain 105 founderies; 
56 for iron, 37 for copper, and the remaiader for 
both metals. The peafants, part of whom belong 
to the proprietors, and part to the crpwn,. employ- 
ed in the mines and founderies, amount to 95,000^ 
In f 772 * thefe AVork» yielded ISO, 169 pood* 
of copper, and 4,558,718 of caft iron. The du- 
ty paid to the crown from the private proprietors 
is 4 copecs, or nearly 2 rf. for every pood of caft 

* We muft take this year as the average ftandard, as being pre* 
irious to the rebellion of Pugatchef, wlio 'deftroyed feveral of the 
fotrndtries j but mbft of them have been iince re-eftabllihedP.* 

iron, 
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iron, befide 5 cojlecs upon every po6A for ex' 
portation. With rcfpcJft to the copper, the pro* 
prietors afe obliged to fell three quarters of flie 
wholef produce of the mines to the crown at Ck^ 
tharinenbur^ at the low rate of ^4 u $«»pe# 
pood^. Tin? remaindet they either £^ to the 
^rown at tlie fame place/ at £. I. \4s. pet pood $ 
9t Mofedw^ for j^. 2. 2^s. ; or at Peterflmrgh, for 

At Catharinenburgh copper ntoney to the va^ 
lue of j£.^oo,odo isannually coined. The crowii 
leceives jn pood of this metal, upon an aiv^raget 
at £.1. 9^s. 6d.; and MTuea it whien firuck at 

if.3. 4#. 

fiotn tiiefe data gerremment appears to gam 
mmxLuSiy from the mines^ and duties on hrdn t 

Giin upon the copper coinage at Catharinenbtfrgh £>t$jfil$ O 
44,000 pounds offilver, and t,2oo otgcUd^ the an- 

JMud produce fttHn <ke mxn6$ of Kolyvsm, wben 

coined, yield <r • . 1 081,164 4 

i6,^90 poimds of iUver, and 160 of gold^from the 

aoines^of Neritiinllc ... 7hi94 S 

Oovernm^nt iron works « « • SM^ '^ 

6utXOA4»5j}a^7ftS>yoodftofcaftkoii . - .jM^ S 
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^ ^ By an edSilof tlie empreftj dated Jdy r, 1780, the proprietory 
Mf«<^ «f felUnj: three ^uar|c» of the copper to the crown at /;♦ i. 
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The iFQB and tropper are traofported by meani 
of the Kofrai Tchuflbvaja, Bielaya, and Kama, 
into the Volga : ibme of the veflels defcend that 
iiver> to fupply with iron the provmces fituated 
along itfl banks ; but far the greater number are 
tov^ up tbe ibream to Ni&n^i-Novogerod, and 
Tver, and through the canal of Vifhn^i-Voloihok 
t0 PeteHburgh* The veflels, which fet out on the 
breakkig of the froft in fpring, commonly per^ 
form this navigation before the e^ of autumn ; 
.^tibnietiaies are obliged to winter on thecc 
ptfage. 

DEC£HB|1R 1784. 

. THE gold mine of Olonetz or Vogctfehoi 
from which the richefi fpecunens for cabinets, 
have been obtained, has been relinquifhed, be* 
eaufe it did not defray the expence of workings 
though the ore was rich in copper. 

The gold mines of Catharinenburgh have re^ 
jnaiaed nearly in the iame condition. 
. The mines of Kolyvan have been embarraffe^. 
|>y the new law, by which the peafants working 
for their capitation at the mines; have had their 
pay doubled throughout the empire, and liberty 
given to work only in winter. The efFefl; of thisf, 

ix. per pood, are now only obli^d to difpofe of half at that price t 
this new regulation muft have fomewhat reduced the profits of the 
- • cppper coinage. See Joiutu 8** P«ti for 1780, p. 53. 

regulation 
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tegulation at Koly van, has deprived the fouiideries 
of near half the requifitequantity of charcoal ; and 
as the neceffary workmen for the fouiMery have 
been partly employed in making charcoal, the 
produce in filver has fince that period nevet 
reached 800 poods ;and in 1 784 did not yield 500. 
However, with an additional number of handis, 
thefe riiines might produce above lOOO pockls ; 
for. in that quarter feveral i:^ines have been 
difcovered J amoiigft others that of Tihefcpa 
Nofskoy, very rich in gold, and the richeft ih 
filver ever found in Siberia : alfo fome lead ndities 
have been opened in the neighbourhood, whick 
are very promifing. 

The copper coin of Kol^vaft underwent don- 
fiderable alteration in 1782 ; the procefs of ex- 
tra6iing the precious nnfetal from the copper has 
been greatly improved throughout the empire, 
and the fum annually coined exceeds- 300,000 
roubles. 

The filver mines of Nerlhinfk are in a flouriflr- 
ing and even increafing condition, and their an- 
nual produce fince 1781 has reached between 4 

and 600 poods. 

•^ . ... I' » 
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(Sinai of^Viihnii-Volofliok, which unites the Cafpiari ahd thfc Baltic, 
— G^ gf Ladoga.— Prqjea of uniting the I>oti . and tl^ 

"Volga.. . . . ' • 

/ 

THE inland navigation is carried through a- 
greater extent in^.Ruflia than in any other 
kingdom on the globe; for it is poffible to con- 
vey goods by water 4472 miles jF^-om the fron-. 
tiers of China to Peterfburgh, with an interrup- 
tion x)nly of about 60 ipiks* ; and frpm-Aftra- 
can through a traft of 1434 miles. . . 

The water communication between Aftracan 

... . • 

and Peterfburgh, or between the Cafpian and 
the Baltic, is formed by means of the celebrated 
canal of Vifhn^i- Voloihok. This great work, - 
begun and completed under Peter the Great, 

• Having in the Ru^an Pifcoveries, given a (hort fketch of the 
inland navigation from ToboUk to ;he frontiers of China, 1 Ihall 
not repeat it hcrej but ihall ftate, in a few words, that from To-- 
bolfk to the Volga. At Tobolflc tl^e barks afcend the To|)ol, the 
Tura, and the Tigil, which rifes'in the mountains feparating Sibe* 
ria from Europe : from tie Tigil the merchandke is tranfported* 
•crofs a neck oiFland of about 52 miles to the Tchuffovaia: th^i^- 
die merchants re-embafk the go«ds, and dcfclcnfi the. Tchiiffoyaia 
iiito the Kama, to its junaion with the Volga a little, above Caian. , 

: vox. III. B » ^" 



j^as been confiderably improved by the late 
cmprefs, and veffels now reach Peteriburgh in. 
lefs tlian half the time which they formerly 
employed. ^ 

The Shlina forms the lake Maftino, which 
givc« rife tj^. the Maftg, ; jthe latter falls, after a 
oourfe of jJbowt C34 milesj into the lake Ilmen, 
from which iffues the river Volkof, and runs 
130 miles to the lake Ladoga, which fijppliesthe 
Neva : fo that, • in eflfe6l, the Shlina, the Mafia» 
the VoIk#f,;aild the Nevii, may be confidered 
ais the* fame river flowing into and through dif- 
ferent lakes, aind only changing its name at va- 
rlous intervals. By uniting, therefore, the Shit- 
ria \vhich communicates with the Baltic, with 
the Tvertza which flows by the Volga into the 
Cafpim, the jun6lion of thofcitwo ftas is formed. 
Thisjunftion'is made by the canal of Viflm^i^Vo- 
lofliok ; where the Shlina is united to the Tvertza 
by feveral canals and rivulets, for the relative 
fituation of which I jhali refer to the %ures in 
the annexed pjan. 

Near; Viihnfei-Voloflrqk, the Shlina is joined 
by;the Zna, near which are the fources of the, 
Tvertza. T<irjoin the Tvertza and the Zna, the 
following works were made under Peter the 
Qieat- J » , . 

/ 1. Near Klotihina a cut was dug to a fmall 
lake, ;a fecoitid to the lake of Gorodolub, and a 

^'''' - -^ ...i ...thiid 
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third t6 the Zna. fi. At the fame place, juft be- 
low the firft cut, a look of four gates was con* 
ftrufted acrofs the Shlina, to ftop the courfe of 
that rivulet; and,, by means of the faid cuts and 
lakes, to convey water to the Zna above Viflinfei"* 
Volofliok, 3. But to keep this fupply of water 
in referve, and to let as much in to the town as 
is judged neceflary, a great lock ^f feven gates 
was built acrofs the Zna below the third cuti 

« 

4. The Z)ia and the Tvertza were united by a 
canal, beginning from the fources of theTvertza ; 
arid a Jock conftftffted at the end of the canal; 

5. The natural courfe of the Zna was fliut up by 
two locks in the town (at a and i), one of 
which may alfo ferve for a pliffage. 6* A canal 
was dug from the Zna to the Shlina^ at the end 
of i^hich is the lock of the Zna. 

I'he feveral canals ai« fupplied with water, and 
the vefleh navigated from the Tvertza into tkc 
canal of the Zna, by the following operation. 

The locks of Klutfhiha, thofe of « and b in the 
town, and that of the Zna being fJiut, the lock 
of the Tvertza is opened,; the waters of the Zna 
and Shlina are conveyed through the canal of 
the Tvertza iato that river ; and the barks pafs 
into the Zna at Vkhnfei-^Volofliok. When a fuf- 
ficient numl>er are admitted, the lock of the 
Tvertza is fluit ; and the waters being raifed to 
^ certam level (which feldom takes mpre thai^ 
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two or three day^), by means .of thfe lock Qf 
feven gates, tliat of the Znais opened ; and the 
barks are gradually let down a fmall fall, to th? 
jiumber of about twenty in an hour. At night 
the lock is. fliut If on the following day there 
is fufficient depth, the barks continue defcend^ 
ing through the lock of the Zn^ ; or, if not, they 
muft remain until a fufficient body of water is 
coUefted. Having by thefe means all paffe4 
jnto the Shlina, they proceed; without interrup- 
tion, through the lake Iviafiino to the beginning 
of the Mafta ; where a lock h^s been lately con- 
ftru^ed, which holds th^ wat^s of this lake in 
referve. By this refervoir the navigation i/ai fo 
greatly facilitated ; that the lock of the Zna 
being ilmt, aiid that of the Tvertza open, the 
Tvertza, which >7as foriperly almoil dry dur- 
ing feveraljweeks, is now generally navigable, 
even inlthie.midft of fummer, within two days 
after the paflage of the barjks : in fprmg, the 
fupply of water, from the.n\plting of the fttows, 
is i6 coniidemble; that the locks both of the 
Tvertza \^il of the Zna are open at the fame 
time. r 

' Several rivulets falling.iiito the Mafia are con- 
fined by locksj which being qpened faccelfively 
as the barkd ar^ p^flingi fill the river, and render 
th^ fhiallows navigable ; and; being again clofedt, 
form |>erpetual ref<;ryoirs of water: thifi pperar 
« * • . tion 



tfen is perfoiined five or fix 1111168111 the fummeii 
By foirie other ^^orks lately conftmfted, a confi- 
derable addition of water has^ been obtained-; , 
and it is expeded, that the Tvertza wnll become 
always navigable, and the lock ofthe Maftd 
will only \>e fhut for a fliort time. 

The boats employed on this occ^afion are tow- 
ed by ten horfes up the Tvertza to Viflinfei-Vo- 
^ loiho]k> between ten and twelve miles a day ; 
from which place they are rowed as far as No- 
vogorod. Each bark is provided wilfc at leaft 
ten men ; thofe which are laden with hemp re- 
quire twenty-two. At Nofliino and Baffatino 
they change pilots, and take in ten additional 
men to pafs the upper and fmall catarafts. At 
Apezenikoi Radok, at the head of the great ca- 
taracts, they procure another pilot and two affif* 
tants ; and, on account of the rapidity of the 
current, increafe their complement generally to 
-fixty men. The fall of the river is I22f yards; 
perpendicular in twenty miles ; and the ftrearii 
fo violent, that the boats not unfrequently ilioot 
along this fpace within the hour; but they are 
fometimes dallied againft the rocks or overfet by 
accident ; in the year 1 778 above thirty were loft. 
From the foot of the great catarafts, the pilot of 
Viflm^i-Volofliok fleers the bark lao miles fur- 
ther through feveral Ihoals, which have lately 
been confiderably reduced, and aJnioft levelled: 
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Jn fpring the veflels can be allowed to draw ^f 
feet water; ia furamer only 26. inches. In an-- 
tUmn the navigation from Viflinfei^yoloihok to 
Peterlburgh is performed in little more than a 
month in fummer in three weeks ; and iii fpring 
only a fortnight is rpquired. In the year 1777, 
3485 barks paffed through the canal. 

The veffels being ftpered down the Mafta, 
acrofs the lake Ilmen to Novogprod, defcend the 
Volkof,' and enter, the Ladoga canal, apian of 
which is annexed to that of Viflin^i-Volofhok. 
This canal was begun in 1718, by order of Pe- 
ter, and finiilied during the reign of the emprefs 
Anne : it was carried at firft only as far as the Ka- 
bona, a rivulet which enters the lake to the eaft 
of Schluffelburgh; but now reaches, without in* 
terruptibn, from the Volkof to the Neva. The 
length is 67 miles and an half, and the breadth 
70 feet ; the mean depth of water in fummer is 
feven, and in fpring ten feet; it is fupplied by 
^he Volkof and eight rivulets. The barks enter 
through the fluices of the Volkof, and go out 
through thofe of Schluffelburgh. In 1778, 49«7 
veffels pafled through the canal of Ladoga. 
. A fcheme has been lately projected, to form a 
water commjunication between the Ladoga and 
Bielo Ozero to the Duna ; in order to unite the 
\ybite Sea and the Baltic, and improve the in- 
land commerce between Archangel and Feterf-* 
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burgh. Tlie only part'of this plan yet finifhed, 
is a ihort cut of about feven miles from the Vol- 
kof to the Sjas. 

The grand projeft of uniting the Cafpian and- 
the Baltic with the Black Sea, by the juo6^ion 
of the Don and Volga, tV'as planned by Peter 
the Great. Thefe two fivers approach each 
other within the difiance of 40 miles inuhe 
province of Aftracan; aiid two rivulets, the 
Ilofla, which falls into the Don, and the Ca- 
malhinlka, into the Volga, are only feparat- 
ed by an interval of five miles. Could thefe 
two rivulets be made navigable, and united by a 
canal, the Black Sea would be joined with the 
Cafpian and the Baltic. With thie view Peter 
fent Perry *, an Englifh engineer, to the fpot : 
the canal was begun under his infpe^ion, and 
a cut made the length of a mile and an half; • 
but the fcheme was dropped, from an idea that ' 
it was not prafticable. Being revived, however, 
by the late emprefs, profeflbr Lbvitz was en- 
trufted with the execution. Having taken a 
level of the ground between the- Hofla antl the 
Camafliifiika, he traced out the canal, and was 
preparing to begin the work; when, in 1774, he 
was wantonly murdered by the impoftor Pugat- 
chef. The direft diftance between the two rivu* 

• Sec Peny'3 State of Ru/fia, 
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letsjsonty fivje miles; but the great tiifficulty 
would confift in deepening'^ their beds, and pro^ 
curing a fupply of water fufficient to rende? 
tjiem navigable. The Don, however, being only 
4^0 miles from the Volga,- and land-cairiagc be- 
ing extremely cheap and eafy, the ^.dyantagea 
refulting from the prdje6led canal would .be 
fcarcely equivalent^ to the expencQ of forming^ 
it 
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A Letter from Mr. Keith, Britifli Minifler at St. Peterd 

burgh, to the Right Honourable George Grenvillc, 
Secretary of State, on the Revolution of 1762. 



St. Peter/burgh J Juh i% 1762. 
Sir, 

« 

LAST Friday morning, about 9 o'clock (as I was 
preparing to go to Peterhoff, to meet the empe- 
ror) one of my fervants came running into my rooni 
tvith a frighted countenance, and told me there was a 
great uproar at the other end of the town, that the 
guards, having mutinied, were aflembled, and talked of 
nothing lefs than dethroning the emperor; he could tell 
me no circumftances, and could give me.no anfwer to* 
the only queftion I afked, namely, if the emprefs was 
in town. But about a quarter of an hour after, one of 
the gentlemen of our fadlory came in and informed me 
that the emprefs was in town, and that (he had been, by 
the guards, and the other troops of the garrifon, de- 
clared t|;ieir emprefs and fovereign; and thatihe was 
then adually at the Caianfki church, to hear the Tc 
Deum fung upon the occaiion. He added the circum^ 
fiances of prince George of Holflein Gottoi*p's being 
made a prifoner, as he was endeavouring to make his 
efcape out of the- town. This account was confirmed 
from all quarters, and wejimderftood the feveral fupreme 
t^pUeges in the empii'ej^ and all the great people were 

then 
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then taking the oaths of fidelity to tKe new emprefi, 
as the guards and other regiments had already done. 

Thi$ furprifing revolution was; brought about and 
eompieted in a little more than two hours, without one 
drop of blood bemg fpilt, or any a6l of infolence com- 
mitted ; and all the quarterly of this city, at any djf- 
tance from the palace, efpecially the ftreet where I and 
jmoft part of his majefty's fubje<fts refide, were as quiet 
as if nothing had happened ; the only novelty to be feen 
were fome piquets placed at the bridges, and fome^ of 
the horfe guards patroling through the (beets, in order 
to fH'eferve the public tranquillity. 

^sfoona&the guards ailembled in the morning, fe- 
*' ireral detachments were fent to the PeterhofF Road, to 
hinder any intelligence from being feat to the empe- 
tor; and this piece of duty was performed with fo miich 
^diligence and exa6tnefs, that no one perfon got through^ 
except the mafter of the horfe, Monfieur Nciriikin. 

, About ten o'clock in the everting, the emprefs march- 
ed out of town on horfebaok, at the head of twelve or 
fourteen thonfand men, anda great train of artillery, 
and took the road towards PeterhofF, in order to attack 
the emperor at that place, or Oraniebaum, or wherever 
they (hould meet him; land next day in the afternoon 
we received the account of his imperial majefty's hav- 
ing furrendered h^s perfon, and refigned his crown, 
without one ftroke being ftruck. The few circumftances 
of this great event that i tiave been abie to pick up, and 
^'hich appear to be authentic, though I will not war- 
rant them all, are as follow, viz. That this affair had 
been long contriving, but v/as huilened in the execution 
by one of the conCpirators having been arrefted two 
da\ 8 before, upon fou:e rafli words that had fallen from 
hitn ; upon which fome of the oti^ers '"concerned, for fear 
of the whole confpiracy being dilcovered, had come to 
the refoiution of going immediately to work, and in 

* confequence* 
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confeqtience^ had fent Monf. Orlow, oiieof theBuflfom 
officers in the guardsy to apprize the emprefs of this eir^ 
'■ cximftance^ and to reprefent the 'ncceffity of her return- 
*ing to town without lofs of time. That this gentleman 
had got to PeterhofF between three and four in the 
morning, and havitig got admittance into her majefty's 
bedchamber^ had informed her of her danger, upon which 
Ihe had, as^foo^ as (he was dreifed, flipt out of the palace 
by aback door,, and under the conduft.of Monf. OrluWj 
without one fervant of either fex, had, after fome ac- 
cidents, fuch as their horfes being tired and knocked up, 
got to town about fix o'clock, and went direftly to the 
•caferncsf of the Imacklowiky guards, which Ihe found 
under arms, ready to receive her, with their colonel, 
the Hetman Rofamow&y at thejir head* That her ma- 
jefty from thence . proceeded to the Simonowiky regi- 
ment, and then t6 that of Preobrazinlky, and was by 
the whole conduced tb the palace, where eyery thing 
paflTed in the manner above mentioned. I muft ob- 
ierve, that the regiment of horfe^giiards, of which 
prince George was colonel, wasamongft the firfithat ap- 
peared in the revolt, and fliewed the greateft animofity 
egainft their colonel and the late government ; and that 
all the troops took the oaths without hefitation, except 
fome of the officers of the emperor's own regiment of 
curaffiers, who refufed it at firft; and fome of them, I 
believe, are itill in arreft for perfifting in their refufal. 

As for the emperor, he had not the fmUUeft informa- 
tion, nor the leaft fufpicion of this aifair, till between 
eleven and twelve o^clock, when being on the way from 
Orani(^baum to Peterhoff, he was met by a fervant fent 
on by the mafter of the horfe, who informed him how 
matters ftood in town. His imperial majefty proceed* 
ed to Peterhoff, and there learned the circumf lances of 
the emprefs's leaving that place, which had been con- 
pealed till then from the ladies and other courtiers, by 
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lier be0*cIiaTnlN^r. woman's pretending that tbeempreiai 

y/ins indiijpofed and a-bed. x> 

From that moment the unhappy . emperor feem» to 
imnt loft bimfelf, and there was nothing but delpair anfi 
rconfttiion amongft the fmsU number of his attendants^ 
and no refolution was taken till very late in the event- 
ing. That his imperial majefty, with all Eis train* 
^ntlemen and ladies^ went on board a galley that rode 
.fa^re Peterhoff, and rowed over to Cronftadt, in the 
liopes of being received there; but the commiiQoners 
£rom the admiralty^ fent down from Peteriburgb^ had 
^t the fiart of them^ and when the emperor ap- 
|>roached the haven^ he was not only refufed admit* 
tance^ though he declared who he was^ but was threat- 
ened to be fired upon. 

This augmented the confufion and defpair^ and thcf 
galley^ with the other boats^ returned to this fide^ but 
taking different ways^ fome to Peterhoff^ and others to 
Oraniebaum ; amongfi the lafi was the emperc^^ with a 
few attendants, and on the morning of Saturday, he 
lent prince Galetzin, the vice-chancellor, and majorr 
general Kmaelow, to the emprefs, with fome propofal^. 
After fome time, Ifmaelow returned with the Deed of 
Kefignation of the Crown, which the emperor figned 
immediately, and then going into a coach with that 
gentleman, taking the road to Peterhoff, and has not 
been feen fince ; and I have not been able to learn 
where he was condudted to. It is faid, that in the deed 
above mentioned, ther^ tvas a claufe, promiling the emr 
peror liherty to retire into Holftein. Thus ended this 
(Extraordinary and important affair; and her imperial 
majefty, after having pafTed the night at a country 
^oufe of prince Kurakin's, returned to town yefterday 
inorniug on horfeback, and after having heard inafs at 
Ibe new admiralty church, which was confecrated thai 
^ay, went dire^ly to the fummerpalacej^ where fti<?, 
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fibber ftfn, the girent-dulce, have tatea up llieit lefit, 
cieuce, »nd whew all forts of peo|ple for fomfe homi) 
were adi^itted to fcife her haad. As for us foreign dai- 
niflers^ we each of U3 reoeived copies of the inclofed - 
paper on ^iatwrday erening; and we iio^ wait for a no* 
tification of the tine when we^ade toi>e adknitted to the 
prefeoioe of Jaer imperial majefij. 

I have tlie honour likewife to tranfmit to yoo the i»»> 
nifefio pubfiffied by authority, with, the traniiatioii^ in 
Utrhieh you will fee that great ftrefk is laid upon the 
(hameful peace. concluded with, their enemy ; notwitb** 
ftanding which, as baron Goltz^ who attend^ the em-: ' 
peror to the \b&, was returning to tpwn^ he was m^t en^ 
the road by Monf. Allfufiew, who, by order of the eitt- 
piefs, aiTured Uin- that he had nothing to fear, and that' 
he might either return to Oraniebmm for a day 4Dr 
two, or proceed to Peterlbui^b, a proper efoort- be- 
ing appointed to atflend him to either place;. but he 
cjuafing the town, is now at hls^ houfe here, in perfcift- 
freedom; bat .what is moft remarkable, Alfufiew af-^ 
fared him;, ttwl; the emprefs was petfedily well dii^fe4 
towards cuUivatiBg his Prnffian majefly^s friendfhipi- - 
^ The Hietmanwas, I hear, with general Villebbis^nd; 
Monf. Paniii^ the great-^liike's gorernori the^principal^' 
perfons in bridging about this revolution, and ' liti^' 
tl^m the brothers Orlow were the mpft trufted aiMtiitlK&i 
moft luSHve; but the moft fingokur cirbumftlinde' OJ fhcT 
whole is, that the piaee of rendezivooa was,'the houfe of ^ 
the princefs Dafhkow, a young lady not above twetll^> 
y^ars old, danghter.tb count Roman Lanwonits W4)ran* 
zow, fitter to the kte favourite Eliwbeth, and niec6 to: 
the chancellor; it is certain thatihe bore a. prioei^al; 
ibare in contriving and carrying on^tieconfpiracy, (tomf 
the betgin^ng to the conclijU&on of it. . ': - 

Of all men the Hetman feemed to poiTefs the grealisf)^ 
fliare in the imfortunate cm^rar'a afie^Uon^ and tw«^ 
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days before his fall he dined at marflial Rofamowiky^ 
country houfe, and was upon that occafion received 
and ferved with the greateft marks of duty^ zea]^ and 
attachment, on the part of both brothiers^ and when he 
returned to Oraniebaum, the Hetmjyi Went flraight 
to. PetjerhofF to concert matters widi the emprefs. It 
is a difpute what part the chamberlain Schuwalow bad 
in this affair. * 

On Friday evening, befpre the emprefs left the towti, 
fhe difpatched an officer to bring back count Befiuchef ' 
to Peterfburgh, and it is thought he will have a confix' 
deriable fhare in the adminiftration; iix thd meto time 
MonC Panin is the perfon that takes mofi upon him, * 
though both the chancellor count Woronzow^ and the vice 
chaDceUor prince Galitzkin, continue m their places. 
Tl>e former came to town oti Friday evening, and going 
dirddlly to court was tolerably well received, and pro-* 
mifed the emprefs's proteftion; hotfrever, at his own de- 
iire, he had two officers of the guards put about him 
for the firft two days, but now . they .are taken oj(F> and^ 
h& goies on in the Yun6iiojns of his office ; his lady was 
:not at court till Sunday, having continued with the em-* 
peror to the end, and having been even at Cronfiadt 
vieith ikim» and whea ih^ kiiied the empre&'s hand, ihe 
teck off; her ribbon/of' St.* Catharine, and offering it to 
heiriitiyerial majefty,' faid, Ihe never aiked for it, and 
now laid it at her -f^ ; but the empiefe moil obligingly 
tppk it^ dnd with her own hand put it again over the 
Gounti^fe Woronzow's fiioulder. 

- With regard to the motives jof this revolution, it is 
plain- that -|iie taking awav'of the church lands was the 
principal, joinedvtolhe.ni^lefl; of tb^ olergy j the next 
V|{^8, the fevere difeiidine which the emperor endeavour- 
ed to introduce amdhgft. the troops, efpecially the 
l^rdf, wjio had bqeotaxrcufiomed to great idlenefs and 
li$«9Q9» and the di£c(^eat,aiaong them was heightened, 
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hy the refolution his iitiperial itiajelly hadf iek^n, of 
carrying a great part i[>f that cck^ into Germany with 
him in his expedition againft Denmark ; i^rhich was m 
meafure difagreeabk to the whole nation^ who ftomach*^ 
ed greatly their heing drawn into new exf>ence8 and' 
new dangers^ for recoTering the duchy of Sehlefwick^ 
Whieh they confidered as a trifling obje<3 in itfelf/and! 
intirely indifferent to Ruffia ; and that after the eonperor 
had juft facrificed the conqnefts made by the Rufllan 
«rms> and which might have been of great importance 
to this empire^ to his friendihip for the king of Prtiffia^ 
which however their defires for peace, would havdmade 
them not only put up with, bat approve. 

Several other little circumftances greatly exaggerate' 
ed, and artfully reprefented and improved, contributed 
to the fall of this unhappy prince^ who had many excel-, 
lent qualities^ and who never did a violent or oitiel ac^- 
tion in th^ conrfe of his (hort reign; hut whoyfrom an 
abhorrence of bufinefe, owing to a bad educatfon, and 
the unhappy choice of favourites, who encouraged hin^ 
in it, let every tiling run into eonfiiiion, and by a mii^ 
taken notion hie had conceived of having fecured the 
affedtions of the nation, by the great hvpm he had H^ 
nobly beftowed upcm them after his firft mounting th^: 
throne, fell into an indolence and fecority that phroved fa*, 
tai to him. To conclude^ not only I, but ieveral pexfons* 
of fenie and 4b£cernment, thought they could perc^ ve, 
latterly> in this prince, a confidecable Change from what 
he was for fome months after his acceffion, and iW 
perpetual huiTy in which he lived, and the flatteiy he 
met with from the vile people about hhn, had io fonm. 
meafure affe<^d his underiianding. £ muft^i^wo^ that 
I had no apprehenfion that this revoluliun <x>jM ha^« 
, pen fo foon ; but I was dways of opinion, tfaipit^if he left 
his dominions^ he ran » great jriik of never fietutning to 
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lihein ; and foi^ that reafoa I made nfe «f eteiy itieaM 
I could think of. to divert him from that expedition^ 
Ibmetimed by repfefenting the danger to others^, whd 
had the jhopour to approach his peribn^ and a title to 
i^r him their advice; whether they did their duty in 
this point, particularly prince George, I cannot fay, 
^^t if they did, the eveptha§ (hewn that it was all to 
Boparpofe*. 

July .2*13. Laft nighl;, about 10 o^cIock, I received a 
meflage from the mafi^r of the ceremo^iies, defiring me 
to be at i^ourt this mcNraidig at eleven ; g^d havix^ gone 
^tb?r acc(»rdingly found great numbers of people, and 
amongft the refl;,.my brethren the foreign miniftersy and 
ve ^ete toQik after carried into the emprefs's apart- 
ments, and prefented to -her by the chancellor : in kiff- 
ing her imperial majefty'a liand, I took the opportunity 
of wdihing her a haplpy reign, and of making her a 
proper compliment, in .the king's . name, which was 
kindly irespeived, ' and relmrned in very handfome terms, 
and, upon the whole,, my reception was very good. 
< I could obferve the countenances of fome of my 
brethren. confiderably ^changed for the better, particu-* 
larly thofe b£ the Damfli envoy, and of. the imperial 
rnibaflador; a-j»rdpes'to the. laft orders, have already 
been fent to the connt .Gzemichef, forthwith jto leave 
the PrafBan aiiny,' abd return into Rullia ; at the fiime 
time,.acders were likewife difpatched* to general Pamn, ta 
go iand take the cfommand of general Romanzow's ar« 
my^ and fa bring it back likewife into Ruilia ; all this* 
gives fome people the notion, that thist court may bave 
entertained fome thoughts of keeping &e whote, orfome 
ffiurt of^tbat country, notwithftandingthe late peace. 
- .There was likewifea good deal of difference to be 
dbferved*ih the. faces of the courtiers, fome for the bet- 
ter, fome for the worfe ; tkofe Vfixo feemedto make the 
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.ftinl:;thatigexitleri[ian Mods. Orjpw, who .isj[n^Dtione4 in 
the former part of this letter.;, he js made kpightof St. 
:: Afexanif rj ^^^ • •chambe'rWr},. » Ampngft the ladies, the 
.jtHM^fPAoi^^l^fi^k^W^^^ by t.he^ordef ^f 

St. CathariQe,.t^.dn|jp?efe»l?ftv4iig giv.^n. h^r,.t?he ri- 
band flie wore herfelf before (lie put on the^lue. Her 
father .and filler are under confinement in count Ro- 
moinzow's houfe. It is laid that the emperor, in making 
his terms, defired only three things, his own life, and 
grace for his favourate lady, and for his adjutant briga- 
dier Godowitz, who is likewife under arrefl. There 
have been feveral promotions made, particularly of new - 
fenators, in which number the vice chancellor is ; but 
I refer myfelf to my next, in which I (hall tranfmit the 
moft exa6l lift I fliall be able to procure. 

Prince MeijzicofF, after being made general in cbief^ 
and knight of St. Andrew, was difpatched to Mofcow 
on Friday evening, to proclaim the emprefs in the ca- 
pital. 

You cannot fail, (ir, of being tired of this long in- 
toherent letter ; but in the hurry of the times, all I caa 
do is to throw together as many particulars as come to 
my knowledge, and I truft to your indulgence for my 
pardon. In the mean time, having received no orders 
from you fince your letter of the 8th June, I (hall cour 
elude this, with alTuring you I am with great refpeft. 

Sir, 

Your moft humble -and moft obedient fervant, 

Robert Keith. 

P, S. Baron Goltz was not at court for want of 
clothes, it having been infinuated in the meffage from 
ihe ihafter of the ceremonies,, that it was expedied he 

VOL*, iiu c c would 
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ivonld <!ome to court in otlier clothes then f^pmehtalv^ 
bat having none of that kind ready^he cannot be pie- 
fented tilt next court day. 

Baron Lutzon^ the Mechlenbttrg minifter^ was at court 
amongft the reft^ he left, a card at my dooir laft ni^t. 
Both MolgonoMT and Wolkow lore m ttnreft* 



» ' .• 4 * » * 



( 



At^kifhtiL, 



stf? 






•I . . . ,  

y J • « •  
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LIST of the RUSSIAN I^AVY in Oaober 1778. 



Ships of the Line. 



Names. 






Gans. - Station. 


When built. 


1. EZEKIEL*- 


-•■ 


«• 


80 — Croifftadt 

• 


* 


J775 


2. litdor - 


*" 


-A 


74 ^ Ditto 


- 


-1772 


3. $t. Andrew 


- 


- 


74 — Ditto 


m 


1770 


4. Clement 


- 


« 


74 -!- Ditto 


- 


1770 


. $4 TpteftftS . '. - 


'• */ 


- 


74 — Ditto 


- 


'1770 


.6* Vladimir . ^ 




.- 


66 — Ditto 


^ 


I77I 


.7. Vekeflaf 


- 


m 


66 -^ Ditto 


- 


1771 


9, Dt Neifs 


• 


* 


66 — Ditto 


« 


1772 


^. America 


A 


— 


66 '— . Ditto 


- 


J773 


|0r Perillaf . r 


^ .. 


- 


66 — Ditto 


- 


1772 


If. Vfevolod 


 - . 




j66 -» Ditto 


« 


1769 


IZ» Demitri Donfki 


*> 


- 


66 -* Ditto 


« 


I771 


1^. 'Pam and Euftatia 


^ 


•■ 


66 -^ Ditto 


« 


1770 


14. Viaor - 


m 


- 


66 — Ditto 


1 


1771 


15. Europa 


- 


« 


66 —  Ditto 


- 


1768 


i6. Saratof r 


* 


- 


66 — Edttp 


•i 


1765 


17. I^obeda . - 


* 


- 


66 — Ditto 


- 


1770 


18. Ratiflof - 


* 


- 


. 66 — Ditto 


«» 
y 


176^ 


19. Miranoiitz 


 - 


:* 


66 — Ditto 




i77i 


30. Pobidnafovitz^ rebuHtting 


66 -i At Cronftadt. 




21. Count OHof 


ak 


* 


66 — Revtl 


jk 


1770" 


22. Alexander ^ 


• 


* 


66 — * Dittb 


« 


i77i 


23 • Boris and Gle%b 


;k 


- 


66 -=• Ditto 


L 


i773 


24. IhgehxHftJasd 


* 


A 


66 -- Dittd 


•k 


^773 


25. Afia - *^ 


•^ 


- 


66 — Ditto *. 


m 


mi 


26.^Utiki)dW)i *' 


-k>- 


«• 


66 — Cronftadt 


A' 


tf77 


27. Ditto - 


M 


* 


66 — Ditto 


* 


1777 


28. Ditto - ' * 


-^ te 


- 


66 *^ Ditto 


to 


mr 


2g. Ditto .'^' > 

'30, ^Uw t' • ' 




* 


66 •— Ditto 


« 


mi 


^ 


^ 


66 — Ditto 


|M 


mi 


, ♦«• 




• c 
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SHIPS 
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SHIPS, of the Line ready to launch, and building- 



51. Ready to launch 

32. Ditto 

33. Building 

34. Ready to launch 
35* Building 

36. Ditto . ,..-.. 

37. Ditto - 

38. Ditto - r 



Guns* Station* 
74 — Peteriburgh- 
74 — Ditto 
74 — Ditto 
66 — -Ditto 

65 — Ditto 

66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
^ — Dittp 



FRIGATES. 



Names. 
I.' St. Michael 

2. Kaflevoi 

3. Leefkoi 

4. Pofpefkoi 

5. Bohemia 

6. Hungaria 

7. Nordeflcoi 
8* EuAatia 
9. Pomoiknoi 



Guns. Station* When biult. 
32 — Cronftadt - 1774 
•32 — »■ Ditto 



32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 



1774 

1773 

1774 

1774 

1774 
1769 

1768 

1768 



FRIGATES ready to launch, and building. 



10. Rea^y to launch. 

11. JSt. Mark 

12. Ready to launch 
^13, Building 

14. Building 

15. Building 



28 — , Peteriburgh 
ao — Ditto 
20 — Ditto 
20 — - Archangel 
20 — Ditto 
JO -r Ditto . 



, .Frames: i. Elephant, 36 guns ;^ 2. unknown, 361 3* £eopold^ 
.18.; 4. Barfa, 18. ... 

Gallie$: loi at Peterftii%h$ 3 at ClQOfiadt} and 5 AtRenL 



A P P E N UI X. 



389 



No. 3. 



GOODS exported -in 380; BritiA Ihips/in 1777. 



Value. 



Quantity. 






» • 


£^ 


/• 


i>283,279 Poods • 


ofIron_ 


- 


365.324 


12 


i,i04ia99 


1 


Clean hemp 


- 


353.375 


12 


92,9S<> 


- 


Onfihot ditto 


• 


27,885 





32.735 


- 


Half dean ditto - 


•m 


9:165 


16 


. 84,008 


•• 


Codlih ditto 




13441 


I 


2099902 


•• 


12 head flax 


- 


100,753 





. . 25*470 


- 


9headlfldX . 


m 


10,697 


8 


. «9^ 


- 


6 hea4 flax 


m 


i,58> 


8 


. 36*627 


<<• 


Cedilla ditto 


- 


4.395' 


4 


^373 * 


- 


Iflnglafs - 


.A 


8,238 





136H 


• 


Briftles - 


: 


24.325 


4 


8.774 


•• 


Hides • . - 


- 


10,528 


16 


^ «.S46 


- 


Wax ^ . 


./ 


6,110 


8 


VhZJS 


- 


Tallow. * 


• 


1 19,360 





21,525 


m 


Old iron. - . - 


w 


1,722 





».»S7 


mm 


Feathers - 


* 


925 


12 


70,839 


- 


Tar t 


m 


7,083 


16 


2,68j 


- 


Pitch - 


•* 


402 


8 


. 1.473 




Rofln 


«• 


441 


16 


^.9^7 


^ 


Cordage - 


«■ 


1.194 


16 


. 359 


m 


Horfehfur 


- 


143 


12 



* A pood =s j6 Engllfh pounds. 

-f- Before our unhappy difputes with oyr Colonies, we ufed to 
procure our pitch and tar from America. In 1776 we firft import- 
ed thefe conunodities from Ruflia. They were fold at firft for only 
I /. the jpoodi but in 17779 tar fold for zs», and pitch at 3 j« tho 
pwdi 

<5 C 3 Quantity* 



590 



Quantity. 

42 32lb 

3 3"^ 



il P B E N D I< X. 



Rhubarb 
Beaver cod 



i52,854Arj(hine8* Broad diapbr 



337»683 

1,60^,716 
^,i68;440 



Narrow ditto 
firoad linen 
Narrow ditto 
Crafli 
Drillings 



^47,290 
23,429 Pieces of Fleems 
56>644 •> Ravenducks - - 

1,505 • Sail-cloth - -  

3,500 - White fox-{kins 

5,000 - HaFe-fkins - - ' 

18,454 Tchetwert f Linfeed 
17,986 - Wheat 

157,083 Deals are about 80,000 dozen r 

155 Poods of Potafli - - - 

499 " Cartway feeds - 

226 • Annifeed - 

37,817 - " Old rags, old ropes, goats ikinsji 

and oxen bones 
* 22 lb. • Rawfilk - ' - 

52 ' • linfeed oil " - ' 

10^424 - Horfe- tails, about 200 pood 

78 - Malls and bowfprits, and wax- 

candles 
205 Poods of Fox.fkin bags and weafeUfkih 

bags' 
312 - ~ Hare-fkin bags and.ikins of 

fquirrels 
20 - Jirmineikins 

H>37^ - Ermine tails, and fable tails, 

and mats 



Value, 


£. 


s. 


846 


8 


590 


8 


. 3>36i 


S 


5,402 


16 


M5» 


4 


?2,438 





5,842 


•4 


i3»724 





3?>598 


8 


67»972 


16 


2,107 


6. 


1,400 





^00 


P 


ii;o72 


8 


i4»3»^ 


16 


24,000 





77- 


^ ' 


. 149 


12 




8 


312 





ST 


12 


1$ 


it 


• $00 






1,044 o 

15 12 

60 o 



• An arftiine ~ 28 inches. / 

•j- Atchetwcrtcontain5 5Jbuihcls*WincS^ermcafure. 

• Quantity, 



1 



. Value* 

doantitsr' 

57 Poodf of Gayiar - " 34 4 

1,41 J Arfhines Checked linen - . - 21 4 

,C.i>293iO» 14 
Cuftonw <m exportation - X'*®7»J76 ol ^jjjgg£ ix 

Slipping chai^ S per cent, - ^^^o 1^ ^ 

i,4^»837 ^ 

Commiffion 3 per cent. - * 43»94S ^ 

.. -' ^ 

Totallnm of exports by Bntilhihips • £>US^^r7^t 6 



GOODS imported by Britilh ihips at Peteriburgb^ in 

1777. 

Value. 

Quantity, *• 

3,154 Poods of Alum - • - 77S »- 

^^ . Benzcnn - - ^^J^s o 

• f,o8o - Brimftonc - • " 9^5 '» 

U^z . Campeachy TOod - 4»59* >^ 

^y^. . Cheefe - ... 706 4 

,a^ - Cochineal - • 5>04^ ^ 

l,3» - Coff«« - - • ^°^ ^^ 

'15- • Confeabnary - - 61 16 

Copper wrought and unwrought 120 ' 8 

^^ .Cork - - . 660 O 

6 ^ Coral ^ . . • 5«> ^ 

lo8 . Gumambic • . 129 16 

' . l,S6o - Indiga - • • «4*96i 4 

58,^4 .Lead ^'^'^ ^ 

^M . Muftard- - • ^362 W 

5^ .Oil - - - ^*3 16 

45 - Olibanum - - 92 Q 

mVo - Pepper . - 3418 J6 



««i 



Quantity. 



3$ft A * :^ B N^B I-X. - 



« 






Value. 


* Quantity. 


> 




£• 


a 


• -■ iii 


Poods of Plates of gold and filvcr - 


%^<^ 


0, 


 608 


«■ 


, Rice - -- 


M3 ' 




54' 
" 683 





Sugar refined - 1 
XMtto raw - J " 


896 




409 


1 


Sal ammoniac - * - ' 

1 • ^' , 


' h^^. 


4 


»S.874 




Tin - ' 1 - . 


25>398 


8 


60 


■» 


Tobacco and ihuff 


182 


8 


98 


- 


Verdigreafe 


393 


12 


.• > 206,816 Arfliines 


Bays - " . ' - 


20,956 


12 


100494 


7 


Calimanpoesand camblets •« 


7»934 


I? 


. 3M" 


- - 


Camblets 


6,880 


8 


164,205- 


- 


Cottons for printing 


7>225 





7*132 


— 


Cloth fine - 7 
-ordinary - . | ' 






162,007 


- 


ss^r 


12 


144,125 


- 


Cottons, velvets, velverets, &c. 


i7»364 





45>995 


- 


Druggets - - 


3>2i9 


12 


^828 


- 


Flannels 

• 


.5^ 


If 


. 16,225 


• ^ 


Phlug and fhag > :. . 


1.986 





365.«96 


- 


Shallopns 


?4>88i.. 


12 


i37>«95 


* 


Tabouretts - . - 


9>%2 


16 


n 


» 


Clothes ready made •. - 


' 344 


4 


• 


- 


Hats ... - - , 


2H5 


8 


% > 


i. 


Linen and printed handkerchiefs 


342 


1$ 


% 


- 


Muflin and cambric: 


lyVO% 


• 


X 


- 


Quilting 


2,853 


Q 


 


 


. Kibbands t - 


^3$ 


Q 


'. i« 




Stockings - . - , 


l>7^7 







t 


Sundry filk ftuiFs . . 


?»333 





• L 




Sundry woollen.ditto 


2>I|I 





1 


i 


Toys and millinery - - 


9'4^ 


8 






Butter 


16 


\^ 






Capers . - , . 


1 


8 






Coals . 1 


*>o.53 


12 


;j .; ' 


^ 


Chefnuts - 


68 





 -, f 

J 1 


- 


Chryftal - 


190 


4 




• 


purrantSy raiiins, and %s - 


3«4 


8 



Cutlery 



XV 9 Z ^ "B t %. 



MS 



« 






Value. 




« 






-»* 


' 


Cudtiy and hardware^ 


- 


l*l«i 


16 


- 


Diamonds and precious ftones 


5,596 





1 


Eartlien ware 


f 


S»fO 


» 


- 


Fans 


r 


' "' ^ 


16 




Frames for pidaret 




.82 


16 




Furniture - 


- 


3U 


4 


- 


Furs - - 




■- w|0 


b 




Hops 


m 


24 







Lace and ruffies 


- 


4^2 


I? 




Leather drefied and undrefTed 


5'9 


4 




Mathematical inihiiments 


S - 


M58 





• 


Muiical inftruments 


- 


45' 


16 




Mohair 


- 


45 


iS 


1 


Nute T 


- 


45 


S 




Plives • 


^ 


I 







Paper hangings 


T 


2S^ 


» 




Pearl? 


• 


hOOO 





\ 


Pencils and black lead 


- 


674 







Pidlures and copper-plates <f 


?»6oS 


8 




Pickles 


» 


i7 


12 




Pork and hams 


r 


S7 


8 


1 


Printed books - 


- 


607 





^ 


Prunes ^ 


- 


94 







Stoughton's drop9 


t 


'3 


4 




Stone and marble 


T 


822 







Snuifoboxes ->. 

\ * 


- 


HI 


la 


' 


Tea 


•■  


35 







Tutinage - 


m 


Hi 







Whip^ and walking iUcks 


\ - 


io8 


16 




Wine and mineral water 


- 


434 





fiwanthy, 


Wood for coaches, furniture, l^c. 


. ^^0 





»3I 


|Iorfe9 


- 


2,920 





38 


Dogs 


- 


i3« 


la 


27,316 Kcpcsof 


Beaver (kins 


- 


27,3^6 





?39»967 


Bottles 


- 


2,380 


8 


|,28;2 Hogiheadt 


1 Burton ale * - 


to 


26,255 


Q 



Quantity;, 



994 



Jkt 9 ST9 D t%s 



Quantity. 

. 6l Coadibs ahd bameft 

Clocks and watches 
tgp Dozen ^ Cyder 
I195 Anchors of Frcnck brandy 
$^$1^6 Chefts of Oranges and lemons 
IC^703 - Otter ikins 

146 Reams of Paper • - * 

13 Anchors of Shrub and mm 
61 Hogfheads of Vinegar 

Snndry drugs and colours - 
Sundry imall articles 



Valve. 


£■ 


^ 


a.o84 


4 


1I>I42 


16 


>S4 


16 


781 


16 


S.8>7 


JZ 


14.844 


4 


45 


4 


98 


8 


, H7 


16 


86s 






590 16 



^.423,94^ 12 



« r 



\ 
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No, 4. 



STATE of the BUSSIAlJif Mm, J785. 



-^: ' " 'I Regiment horfeguardff , 

J Ditto foot guards* ^ 

Preobraflnniky; 
Ifinailofsky. 
.. Semeaoftky, ••"'• • 

This corps is called ][o,OQomeo> bat dof» lu^ qcg^ 3iO0O| and 
probably neyer will, * 



}ft, Pivifion.— St, PETERSBURGH .wd PUESCOF, 



1 Field MaHhal. 


t » 


' 1 General in Chief. 




4 lieutenant Generals* 


- 


7 Major Generals. 






Number of mea 


1 Regiment carablners« 


and officen* 


Plefcof . . • 


94* 


1 Ditto, dragoons* 


- 


St.Peter(bai^h 


i>87« 


Tofalcavalry - ^ 


2,814 



INFANTRY. 



909 



A-P^MEKbl X. 



I N F A N, T R Y. 



S RegimentSi mnadien. 

. ^IMt greDadiei% 
Sophiiik 

14 JFldd regimeiit9. 

R^vel - 

BeloTcrfkoy, 

Flefverikoy* 

Koporikoy, 

Axtiiang^ 

Reian, 

VcUkolatfky, ' 
Tinguinlk, 

Kexholns* 
Ncrftky, 
Staroikolik. 
Nej;omik< *' 



, f 



s » ' < r 



Number of meii 
, officers incladecL 
4,i88 
4,l89 

: — 8,376 



-»■ «- 



ri." 



14 



Total >ft divifion 



29^316 



■«• 



4P»5o6 



.y 



■2d -Divifion.— UKRAII^fl. 

« • • • ,' • 

I Field Marfhal. 

I Geiieral in Chief. 

3 Lieutenant Generals* 

I Msyor Generals, 



I Regiment^ 



.^..p,,p;EKDJt*. 



«$7 



' * < Vy J, 



t Regiment, cvipuStm^ } . > 
St. George 
, z la Hegiihentfl^ carabiniers« 

>Klof - 
Tchemigo& 
Seveiik. 
Glukof. 
Sophiiik 
Jkiben&oy*- 
-Tver. 
Neyinik* 
Staradttbfk* 
. — ... PerejoiloiF. 

. 6^ Regiments* light horfCi. ... 

Achtiurfk 
KaikofF. 
, $umik.' 
. . .. Oftrogjik. 
Duteronifk* 
Soaift:. . ' '  
Total cavalry 
7 RegimentSt in&ntijr. 

. Tomlk - - 

Sief. 
Brianik. 
£litz» 
Riga. 

^uzdoliky. :. 

* Polotflcoy. 



•». ^'  



w 



Total infantry 



Total ?d divifivn 



Number of menf 
officers included* 



9^ 

10 



1/583 
6 



<,.••■ 



2^394 
7 



9,420 



•« ** 



6498 



i6i|66o 



14.658 



3i>3i8 



I I 



3d DiYifion.— 



-«|8 A^ttTsr-Dl^. 



• V A." < i. 



3d Divifion.— MOSG€W^. 





•' .- • 


Nmnber x^ med^ 


It. Geneml in 


Chief: 


. officers included. 


2 Lieutenant GeneraW 


• I* 


• * -4 Major Generals. 


* • 


^ Re^mentSy carabiniers. 


4 


/ # >■ . 


Mofcow 


- 


94* 


Roftof . - 


• , '. '^■. 


. 942- 






I Regiment, cuirafHers* 


. • 


■* . " 


/ Cazan - 


- rJ:.k".. 


'*. - - TAX 



\ 

Total of cavailv^: - ^. * tfiili 
7 RegimeUftl, infantry. • 

St^Peteriburgh 1. ^j^^^. | 4„8« 
'Mofcow - J • • t 4>i88 



t'l ^ 



8,376 
Pennfkoy - - -^ -^^^if- 
Yaroflaf. 5 

AlitiopoIlk« ' .  

Toola, 

• Cafan, . — 

Total ihifantry • . - 18,846 



. Total in&ntry and cavalry, 3d diyifiM • • 21,472 



4th Divifion.~EKATERINOSIAF and CRIMEA.' 

1 Field Marflial. 
'1 General in Chief. 
5 Lieutenant Generalf* 
. 1 1 Msgor Generals* 

I llegimc*% 



a.» f tvo ^3^ 






i Jttfgiinen^ CwaiEen. 

^Ekateiinoflaf 
I I^egim0a(:> earabmien. 
itefiui 



Number of mini, 
74« 



. 4 . v» 



94* 



^'RfgimentSy %ht faorfe. 

' '• Paulogiatz  -c • - • 

MaiinpoUk. 
• - Alexandriiik. 

Olimpolfk. 

Kherfoiu 

Conftandnogratz* 

Tkhiginik. 

Paltaya. 

liiamik. 

Total cavaliy 



1/583 
9 



INFANTRY. 



ti Rcginieiits* 
Ekateiinoilaf 
Tauritza - 
^ Phanagorkk 
Kiof . - 
Orlof ^ ^ 
Koflof.  
Vialfkoy. 
Kurik. 

Tambof. 

Taurichetz* 
^Tfoitzk. 



grenadiers. 



4»i88 

4 
I I 

*>094 
7 



14.658 



Total infantry 
Total 4th divifion 



tj<ft» 



9»747 



"»43» 



31410 



42*841 



tmmmm 



CORPS cantoned from Aftracan to T\t&s, maiding part 
of the 4th divifion, commanded by 

I Lieutenant G«ieral^ 

c Major GeneralSf 

2 Regiments, 



*K) 4^ 1? ir iTK D Jf au 



r^ » '^ # 



> ^ 



5th Divifion.— NOVOGOROD. 



• S .tS. 



1 .  



I Gene^l ki Chkft 
I Lieutenant GeneraL 
a Major Generals i. 
1 Rcfgiment, cuirafliers. 

Great D^ke> j -• - j^ 

1 Jlegimcftt carabiners. 

Kargopohk^ - _* ^. , g^ 



jWii 



S>744 



Number of mcri^ 

* Rcl^wwnta^ diag6on«. ? - " -- oBcpninduikd. 

i^7 Aftracan. «' i - ^^ *— 1,872 

Taganrock - . 'j...^ . .j,j 

' ' '> - * _ . r.C-».#^ 

^. Itfgiine&to, infantry. 

Aftracan, grenadiers /• T >! ".; ,: - 4»1^ 

^ ,, iKunkik « - . - „ -- - . -,2,094 

;: Kabardinia* ...::l'[ 8 

'^ - — ^Mofcow, ^ -;.*-— —— 16,75^ 

Selengin&oy. , .. ; ; . o 

Nizof. 



^f. 



Nifhnei-novogorod^ ^ . j . 

Butuirfkoy. Totrf' ^ - 24,684 

Vor6netz. 



*■ ii 



1,684 



4 Regim^ts, infantry. 

Novogorod - * * * 1,064 

SSburg. 4 

Schluflelburgh. ^ ' in . ■' . ^^^76 

• Tobolik. — '-. — s 

- Total 5th divifion - -* 10^060 



6th Divifion.— VLODIMIR and VORONETZ. 

I General in Chief. 

* • 

I Lieutenant General . 
4 M^jor Generals. 

2 Rdgiments, 
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' 




Number of men. 


z Regiments^ carabiniers. 

Jugermanland 

Narva - - - 


m 


officers included* 
942 


S Regiments, dragoons. 

Nifhnie-novogorod 
• Volodiniir . - - 


- 


1*872 




1^ Rei^ments, in^try. 

Shirvan - - - 
Roftof. 


2,094 
4 


8,376 




ApcKcroniicc^* "^ 
Azof. 

Total 6th divifion 






 » 


14,004 



7th Divifion.— SMOLENSKO. ., ^ 

V 

I General in Chief. ^ 

I Lieutenant General. 
3 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, life curiafliers - - - -• 742 

2 Regiments, carabiners. 

Jamburgh - 1 ^^- , 00. 

Riga - - } 94^ - '^834 

4 Regiments, infantry. , ' 

Siberia, grenadiers - - 4?l8S 

Smolenflco - - 2,094 
Uglitz. , 3^ 

Xn|;ennanland   1 6,282 

Total 7th divifion " - ij^oyfi 



"f^ 



8th Divifion.— TAMBAF, 

« 

I General in Chief. 

1 Lieut enent General* 

2 Major Generals. 

VoLt IIL on I Regiment, 
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I Regiment, IJghthorfe, 

Elizabcthgratz 
4 Regiments, infantry. *. 


I 

t 


Number of men 
officers included. 

'r 1,083 


Troitzk. 
Lodago. 


r 


2,094 

4 




Volodimir, 
Maromfk* 


Total- 


—  8.376 


/ 


' 


RUSSIA. 


9459 


gth Divifion. — 


WHITE 




I General in 


Chief. 






I Lieutenant General, 


1 




I Major General. 


• 




Z Regiments, dragoons. 








Smolenflco 


: } 






Kinburn 


1,872 == 


3»744 


4 Regin^ents, infantry. 








Dnuperopfkoy - 
Polotfkoy 
TfchernigcfF - 
Vologolfkoy r 


•:1 


2,094 == 

Total - - 
BURG. 


8,376 

I2,I2D 


» 




10th Divifion.' 


-OREN 




I Lieutenant General, 






2 Major Generals. 






3 Regiments, light horfe.' 




1 




/ - Voronetj -t 


- 7 






Pfiumfk 
Ukraine -' 


:] 


1,083 ^ 


3>249 


^ Battalions, infantry. 




. 




Orenburg . - 
Tfchernogratz ' 


. 1 1,046 == 

Total - 


2,092 


( 


C.^AI 



CORPS 



/ 
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CORPS of SIBERIA. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major Generals. . ^ Number of men, 
f Regiment dragoons. officers included, 

Siberia .-•... 

 *  

^ Battalions, infantry. 



»    



Kharcofs 



9 Battalions, Fufileers. 
Mofcow 
KharkofF 
24. Battalions, Chaffeurs. 

Tauritchitz - -. 4"! 

4- I 



1,872 



Ekaterinenburg - 1 

Semiupolfk . ^ r '''^4^ == *'^* 



Total ' " - 3,964 



LIGHT TROOPS. 

I Z Regiments, regular Celiacs, of 94^ nien - 11*304 

irregular ditto, divided into regiments 
of 500 each from the Don and the 
Yaic or Ural (ilnce Pugatchef 's revolt) 
called Uralian Coflacks — Number not 
to be afcertained, . , 

Kafmucks — The iame. , 

Z Battalions, grenadiers. 



,y 1,047 « i,094 
^l 1,026 ?= J,^o8 



Caucafus ^ '4 

Livonia - - 4 I 

Bog . - 4 > 990 -^ 23,760 

Belomflcy - -41 

f inland 9 - 4j 



45*366 



RECAPI- 



^ 
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RECAPITULATION. 



Cavalry. Infantry. " Artilleiy, 



tft Divifion 

» - .- - 

S - • * 

4 - 

Lieut» Gen. Potemkin's corps 

$ - - - 



7 



9 - . 

la - - 

Corps of Siberia • 
Light troops, regular 
Irregular 
Artillery 



- I 



2,814 

16,660 

2,626 

11,431 

3»744 
1,684 

5,628 

2,626 

1,083 

3>744 

3>249 
1,872 

11,034 



29>3^6 
i4»658 
18,846 

3i,4i<> 

20^940 

8,376 

8,376 
10470 

8,376 
i2,kao 

2,092. 

2,092 
34*062 



— . -r 34,000 



68,465 



235.»34 



To this may be added, 98 garrifon battalions of different efU« 
bliibment&, confiding of recruits and invalids, mixed, which do the 
iSuty of the places, no field regiment, excepting four for the gani** 
A>n »f Peterfburgh, and two for that of Riga, being employed in 
that line. The Artillery has eleven garriibn battalions for the famt 
purpoi*. -^ 
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